MINUTES

CAC Regional Meeting

Best Western Grand Victorian Inn
September 8 – 10, 2008
The following members were in attendance for all or some of the meeting:

	Richard J. Manfredi, Chair
	Curtis N. Kratz

	Joyce A. Hatala, Vice Chair
	Pat Lupo, O.S.B.

	Cynthia Carrow
	Thaddeus Stevens

	Walter N. Heine
	David L. Strong

	Bernie Hoffnar, Ph.D.
	Burt A. Waite

	Janet B. Keim
	


Monday evening, September 8 – Council hosted an informal discussion of gas-drilling issues at the Best Western Grand Victorian Inn.  The evening event got underway with a showing of the DVD, “Pennsylvania’s Gas Rush,” a recording of a one-hour, call-in program that aired live on the Penn State Public Broadcasting station on May 22, 2008.  A panel of experts -- Ron Gilius, DEP; Tom Murphy, Penn State Cooperative Extension; Carl Carlson, Independent Oil and Gas Association of PA; and Lester Greevy, an attorney specializing in oil and gas leases and royalty issues -- responded to callers’ questions by providing advice and information on natural gas exploration & drilling on leased land; lease negotiations & addenda; and financial, environmental & infrastructure impacts and issues.
Following the DVD presentation, Council members participated in an informal discussion with the following invited guests:
· Bob Yowell – Director, DEP Northcentral Regional Office
· Mike Lovegreen – Manager, Bradford County Conservation District

· Mark Smith – Bradford County Commissioner and chair of the Bradford County Gas Exploration Advisory Committee

· Doug McLinko – Bradford County Commissioner
· Mike Brownell – Chief of Water Resources Management, Susquehanna River Basin Commission (SRBC) 

· Dave Messersmith – Agronomy Educator, Penn State Cooperative Extension,
 Wayne County
One of the possible consequences of the Marcellus gas boom that the group discussed was its impact on the state’s water resources.  Bob Yowell said at issue is the amount of water used to develop wells in this type of shale formation, which has prompted DEP to develop a special addendum to the well drilling application.  After 10/15, each well site must have a water management plan that covers the withdrawal and management of water used on the site.  The plan also requires companies to indicate how the drilling wastewater will be treated and disposed (gas is extracted from shale formations by a process known as hydrofracing, which involves pumping large quantities of water at high pressure into a gas well to pulverize the rock and release gas trapped in it.  The water, or fracing fluid, that is injected into the ground contains chemical additives to boost production.   The wastewater also includes acids, low-level radiation and heavy metals).
Mr. Yowell said that DEP issued approvals to two sewage treatment plants to accept limited amounts of this wastewater.  In response to a question, he said that brine
 may be used for dust suppression, but operators must be cautious of the amount.
Mr. Brownell said that 10/15 is also the effective date for requiring all natural gas well development projects to get prior approval from SRBC for any amount of water withdrawn or consumptively used to develop wells in the Marcellus or other shale formation in the Susquehanna watershed.  [NOTE:  It’s the first time that SRBC has imposed this regulatory provision on a class of projects.]   He added that there is a pending rulemaking that will require companies to record where they dispose their wastewater.
Currently, oil and gas inspectors are assigned to DEP’s Northwest and Southwest Regional Offices.  For this reason, Mr. Yowell said his region relies on the conservation districts to be their eyes and ears.  However, with the expansion of oil and gas activity in the northeast, plans are underway to add four positions in that region (three oil and gas inspectors and one water quality specialist).  Due to the size of the Marcellus shale and the remoteness of the Northcentral Region, DEP is also asking for additional staff beyond the four mentioned above.  [NOTE: On 9/23, DEP Acting Secretary John Hanger notified the department that the Governor had instituted a hiring freeze across all agencies and all appropriations. Offers of employment made before the hiring freeze announcement will be honored, and the freeze does not affect employee movement within DEP, nor does it affect reclassification actions.]  Walter Heine and Joyce Hatala both recommended that Council urge the Commonwealth to hire more oil and gas inspectors.
In response to a question about inspections, Mr. Yowell said that, ideally, well sites should be inspected seven times during development.  At this time, he said 30% of the state’s wells are inspected once, while 70% of the wells set up, drill and finish without having received any inspections.
Bradford County Commissioners Mark Smith and Doug McLinko recently returned from a three-day fact-finding trip to Wise County, Texas.  In the last five years, rural Wise County has undergone a gas drilling boom similar to what is happening in Bradford County.   Mr. McLinko said the economic impact of gas drilling on that area has been incredible, benefiting restaurants, the lodging industry and other businesses.  The commissioners said all the operations they saw were environmentally friendly and, to date, there’s been no effect on the water supply.  However, they both shared their concern that things are moving very fast and everyone involved should slow down.  In response to a question, Mr. McLinko said that mud generated at the drilling sites in Wise County is spread on fields and plowed in with the topsoil.
Dave Messersmith said outreach and education for landowners and local governments is very important.
Tuesday, September 9 – Council visited several sites of environmental interest in Bradford and Wyoming counties:

· Meshoppen Stone, Inc., Meshoppen, Wyoming – President William Ruark and his son Ryan, who supervises production, provided an informative tour of the company’s saw shop and one of their quarries.  Meshoppen Stone is a quarrier and producer of PA flagstone (bluestone).  For more than 50 years, the company has been supplying bluestone to architects, builders, landscapers, stone retailers, garden centers and large contractors.  There are two methods for mining bluestone: (1) Saws with diamond-tipped blades are used to make parallel cuts into the quarry face to separate the bluestone into large rectangular blocks or (2) the stone is lightly blasted to encourage splitting along parallel planes of weakness, delineating the top and bottom of the block. The final products can be made either at the quarry site or trucked to saw shops for commercial finishing.  Unlike most mines, bluestone quarries are less than three acres of affected land.
The commercial finishing process for bluestone cut slabs is called spalling. This process incorporates water and heat to reveal the natural layers of the stone as it was deposited originally. The cutting orientation must be almost exactly along the horizontal layers. The cut slab surface is soaked with water and heated rapidly with a wide nozzle propane torch, breaking off chips of stone along their natural fault lines.  Water used during this process is recovered through a mud press, which enables the company to use 100% recycled water.

· STEPHEN FOSTER LAKE, Mt. Pisgah State Park, Troy, Bradford County - 
Bradford County Conservation District Manager Mike Lovegreen and Agriculture Team Leader Tony Liguori gave a presentation on the success story of Stephen Foster Lake.  It was created in 1977 through the construction of a 46-foot-high earth and rock hill dam across Mill Creek. It has a reputation as one of the best bass and panfish fisheries among the Commonwealth’s state parks.

More than half of the surrounding 6,577-acre watershed is used for agriculture; the remainder is predominantly forested.  Over time, Mill Creek, the feeder stream, deposited excess sediment and nutrient runoff in the lake, creating anoxic conditions.  In 1996, PA placed Stephen Foster Lake on the state’s list of impaired waters due to excessive levels of total suspended solids and nutrients, particularly phosphorus, from surrounding agricultural areas.  In the spring of 2001, DEP established a Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) for the lake that called for reductions of 49 percent for phosphorus and 52 percent for sediment.

Restoration partners
 implemented several agricultural best management practices (BMPs), such as planting riparian buffers, building waste management systems, and installing stream fencing and crossings to reduce nonpoint runoff. These BMPs dramatically reduced the amount of sediment and nutrients delivered to the lake. Computer models calculated that the BMPs reduced phosphorus and sediment runoff loads by 52 and 59 percent, respectively, exceeding the TMDL-recommended reductions. 

· NORTHERN TIER SOLID WASTE AUTHORITY (NTSWA), Burlington, Bradford County - NTSWA was created in 1973 as the first regional solid waste authority in Pennsylvania and serves residents in Bradford, Sullivan and Tioga counties.  Dave Terrill, Executive Director and Kathy Murphy-Strong, Staff Engineer, provided Council with a tour of NTSWA’s integrated waste management system, including the recycling center and hydroponic greenhouse.
The recycling center processes recyclables that are sent to either recycling markets or to companies that recycle them into other products. Materials currently accepted at the center include aluminum beverage containers; aluminum foil products; glass bottles and jars (clear, brown and green); bimetal tin cans; newspaper; corrugated cardboard; magazines; junk mail; office\computer paper; #1 & #2 plastics (bottles and jugs only); clothing and textiles and used motor oil and antifreeze.  Two balers are used in the recycling process.  The first baler/conveyor combination is used for plastic bales; while the second, a heavier steel-belted model, is used for cardboard, paper, tin, and aluminum.
NTSWA's year-old state-of-the-art recycling complex includes a massive storage area for processed bales of materials awaiting shipment.  Loads of the individual commodities are sold on the open market to brokers or directly to mills.  Residents who deliver eligible commodities directly to the center receive incentive monies through the NTSWA Buy-Back Program (aluminum cans only).  NTSWA believes this program helps to increase recycling efforts in their rural area.
Through its two recycling centers in Bradford and Tioga counties, NTSWA processes and markets approximately 3,500 tons of materials annually. 
Northern Tier Greens is the area’s first hydroponic
 greenhouse.  The facility is 14,400 square feet plus the seeding and harvesting areas.  The greenhouse was designed to use the hot coolant wastewater from the landfill’s electric-generating engine to produce vegetables year-round in a controlled environment.    The first commercial crop was harvested on January 10, 2007.   Current crops, which grow from seed to harvest in less than 35 days, include arugula, upland cress, basil and various leafy lettuces, such as oak leaf.
The greenhouse contains four raised growing ponds, with each pond holding approximately 16,000 gallons of water.  Pure oxygen is added continuously to the pond waters through a metering system via compressed air tanks for plant growth.  At full production as many as 7,000 plants may be seeded and harvested each day.  The plants are fertilized with a compound similar to Miracle Grow; no herbicides or pesticides are used.
The greenhouse was funded by NTSWA and a $70,000 Growing Greener Energy Harvest Grant from DEP.  The total project cost was approximately $500,000.

 

The greenhouse is a public/private partnership between NTSWA and local grower/producer Jody Applebee.

The Solid Waste Association of North America has selected NTSWA as one of its 2008 Excellence Award winners in the Landfill Gas category
Tuesday evening, September 9 – Council held a public meeting at the Best Western Grand Victorian Inn in Sayre, Bradford County, and received testimony from area residents and local environmental groups.  A summary of the testimony is attached.

Wednesday, September 10 – Council held an abbreviated business meeting:

· Chair Richard Manfredi convened the meeting at 8:03 am.  Thad Stevens, who resides in the region, welcomed attendees.
· Burt Waite made a motion to approve the minutes from the July meeting; Joyce Hatala seconded the motion.  The minutes were approved without amendment.

· Richard reported that Margaret Urban has resigned from Council effective August 29.  Sue will contact her appointing authority and AQTAC.  Council must now consider necessary changes to the Air Committee and Council’s representation on AQTAC.
· Council currently has four vacancies:  two are Speaker of the House appointments and two are Governor’s appointments. 
· Acting Secretary John Hanger started his new position on September 2.  He was unavailable to join Council at the regional meeting, but his office will contact Sue in response to a request for a preliminary meeting.
· There have been some organizational changes within Council’s internal committees:  Jolene Chinchilli will chair the Strategic Planning Workgroup; Thad Stevens will chair the Administrative Oversight Committee; Gail Conner will chair the Air Committee; and Cynthia Carrow will chair the Public Participation and Outreach Committee.
· Sue was invited to a meeting with Sen. Eichelberger to discuss issues related to siting criteria for wind farms.  The Senator intends to introduce draft legislation on siting criteria and hold a hearing on the subject.  Input on the bill was referred to the Public Participation and Outreach Committee.
· Travel procedures are being revised by the state Office of Administration.  Patty has prepared an outline of expected changes and will work with each of the members individually on how the changes will affect future travel.

· The Sustainable Water Infrastructure Task Force draft report was distributed to Council members.  Comments are due to Marcus Kohl by September 15.  The next meeting of the task force is September 23.
· DEP is hosting six regional meetings in September to solicit input on the State Water Plan.  Each public meeting will be preceded by an open house from
5-6 pm to give people a chance to review displays and maps of the respective regions. From 6-7:30 pm, DEP staff and members of the respective regional committees will give presentations on the draft plan and conduct an informal discussion period. The department will begin accepting formal comments on the draft plan beginning at 7:30 pm.   Written testimony also will be accepted through September 30 and may be sent to Leslie Sarvis, DEP Water Planning Office, P.O. Box 2063, Harrisburg, PA 17105-2063.

· During the public comment period, a member of the audience shared his concerns about the impact of gas drilling on water resources.  Richard suggested that the gentleman submit testimony so that his concerns can be included in the regional report.
· Council reviewed a draft letter to ranking members of the U.S. House and Senate Appropriations Committees concerning the Abandoned Mine Land (AML) Emergency Program.  The President’s FY2009 Budget proposes to eliminate $21 million in funding from the AML Emergency Program and to transfer responsibility for emergency situations to the states.  Council is requesting that the committees reject those proposals and safeguard continued funding for the Emergency Program.  Dave Strong made a motion to approve the letter; Cynthia Carrow seconded the motion.  The motion carried.  Copies of the letter will also be sent to Pennsylvania’s Congressional Delegation.
· Council reviewed a draft letter to Pennsylvania’s Congressional Delegation encouraging increased financial support for the Commonwealth’s aging infrastructure.  Burt made a motion to approve the letter; Thad Stevens seconded the motion.  The motion carried.
· Joyce Hatala discussed the Recycling Fund, which was depleted by $15 million in the FY2008-09 budget to offset a deficit in the General Fund.  Joyce is concerned over this action and what it bodes for the future of recycling; especially since these funds had already been encumbered (recycling grants are 2-year grants).  The loss of money from the fund is compounded by the fact that the Recycling Fee’s sunset date is January 2012.  Joyce will work with the Environmental Standards Committee on a proposed letter.
· Sue and Kurt Leitholf continue planning for the joint CAC/CNRAC meeting on October 21-22.  Sue said that a majority of members have indicated they can attend both days.  The preliminary plan is to hold a brief CAC business meeting on Tues., October 21, from 11 am–1 pm, followed by three joint sessions on energy production and extraction-related issues on public lands in the afternoon, evening and the next morning.  There will be a brief CNRAC business meeting on Wed., October 22.
· Under “New Business,” Richard assigned the Public Participation and Outreach Committee with tracking Sen. Eichelberger’s legislation on wind farms siting criteria.  
· Thad Stevens made a motion to adjourn; Pat Lupo seconded the motion.  Chair Richard Manfredi adjourned the business meeting at 8:33 am.

Robert Yowell, director of DEP’s Northcentral Regional Office, updated Council on some of the issues facing his region, which comprises Bradford, Cameron, Centre, Clearfield, Clinton, Columbia, Lycoming, Montour, Northumberland, Potter, Snyder, Sullivan, Tioga, and Union counties.  A summary of his report is included in the attached testimony.

------------------------------

Notice of the September regional meeting was published in a newspaper of general circulation in Bradford, Lycoming, Potter, Sullivan, Susquehanna and Tioga counties and mailed to individuals and offices in compliance with the Sunshine Act (1986-84).  These minutes constitute the official record of the Citizens Advisory Council meeting; no official transcript is prepared.

� The Bradford Co. Gas Exploration Advisory Committee was formed in July to help provide information on how the county could be affected by potentially huge impacts from local gas leasing and gas drilling.





2 SRBC is the governing agency established under a 100-year compact signed on 12/24/1970 by the federal government and the states of New York, Pennsylvania and Maryland to protect and manage the water resources of the Susquehanna River Basin.





� The Penn State Cooperative Extension provides community-based educational programs and resources on such topics as agriculture, horticulture, environmental issues, forest resource management and health.





� Brine is wastewater that is produced along with oil or gas; it can be very salty, which is harmful to plants and aquatic life.  According to DEP, it is a current common practice to reuse the brine in a beneficial way, such as for dust repression on dirt roads, instead of disposing it in a deep well or treatment plant.


� Bradford County Conservation District, U.S. EPA, DEP, U.S. Dept. of Agriculture, Chesapeake Bay Foundation, state Dept. of Agriculture, Natural Resources Conservation Service and landowners.





� Hydroponics is the practice of growing plants in nutrient solutions instead of soil.
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