To:
Kathleen McGinty


Secretary
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Walter N. Heine

Chair

RE:
Follow-ups to CAC Meetings

Date:
April 26, 2006

The follow-up items resulting from Council’s monthly meetings are provided below as a mechanism to better track issues and commitments.  Requests from previous meetings that remain unresolved are also included; current notations and comments are italicized.  As items are resolved, they will be removed from future reports.

From the April 2006 meeting:

· EPA is seeking comment on a draft report Considerations for Developing Alternative Health Risk Assessment Approaches for Addressing Multiple Chemicals, Exposures and Effects.  Is DEP reviewing and considering or commenting on this and other related EPA documents?  What mechanisms and protocols does DEP currently use for addressing cumulative risk?  What plans are in place for enhancing these approaches?

· With regard to the Tributary Strategy, several issues were raised:

· Press reports of Conservation District confusion over the nutrient trading initiative, and whether there will be interest in the final program.  How is this being addressed?

· How exactly money in the recent announcement will be spent (e.g., will money be spent to implement more BMPs or is it being spent to establish technical assistance infrastructure?)

· Conceptual concerns that allowing publicly subsidized BMPs to be privately sold as credits only results in more money changing hands, not necessarily in greater environmental improvements.  DEP’s role should be to maximize environmental improvements by getting more BMPs implemented, not simply making BMPs more profitable.

· A copy of DEP’s amicus brief in the court cases limiting county administrative fees on waste disposal.

From the March 2006 meeting:

· Last month, we asked to be added to the distribution list for approved regulatory development memos and other relevant correspondence, in order to provide an early notification of regulations and initiatives as they enter the pipeline.  DEP has committed to “…work with Council to ensure that members are aware of initiatives early in the process.”  This commitment is appreciated and will prove valuable.  We will retain this request as a follow-up item until we can evaluate the nature and scope of the information to be provided.
From the February 2006 meeting:

· We appreciate your suggestion that the Department update the Council in May on the themes being built into all of the regulatory program reviews/revisions.  Staff will schedule this as a May agenda item.
From the November 2005 meeting:

· Council will be inviting the Deputy Secretary for Field Operations to the May Administrative Oversight Committee meeting to discuss enhancing consistency among regions and the committee’s identified priorities.

From the September 2005 meeting:

· A copy of draft regulatory language implementing the Waste Redux initiative, when available.  DEP has indicated that this will be provided when available.
From the January 2005 meeting:

· Council requests the latest proposed language for remaining legislative initiatives such as greyfields when available.  DEP has indicated that items will be provided when available.
Thank you for your attention to these matters.  If you have any questions, please contact Sue Wilson at 787-4527.
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