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December 10, 2007
  
  Dear Senator/Representative:

As members of the Citizens Advisory Council
 to the Department of Environmental Protection, we are writing to urge expeditious action on a dedicated funding stream for the Hazardous Sites Cleanup Fund (HSCA).  Despite some movement in the General Assembly to fund the Hazardous Sites Cleanup Fund, no final legislation is in place and plans to furlough program staff are proceeding.

The Hazardous Sites Program, which has been without a dedicated funding source for five years, is critical because it provides:

· Funding to clean up toxic waste sites, and to pay Pennsylvania’s share of federal Superfund cleanups; 

· Funding to clean up chemical spills and respond to emergencies; 

· Support for Pennsylvania’s nationally recognized Land Recycling brownfield redevelopment program; and 

· Investigations of illegal hazardous waste disposal and methamphetamine labs. 

These essential environmental protection functions are critical to protecting public health.  The Hazardous Sites Program needs to be funded and it needs to be funded both now and in the future.

Thank you for your continued support for a clean and healthy environment and for protecting Pennsylvania’s rich natural heritage.  Please feel free to call Sue Wilson, Council’s Executive Director, at 787-4527 if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

Cynthia Carrow, Allegheny County


David L. Strong, Jefferson County

Bernie Hoffnar, Ph.D., Bedford County

Joyce A. Hatala., Lackawanna County

Richard J. Manfredi, Bucks County


Jolene E. Chinchilli, Lancaster County

Burt A. Waite, Crawford County


Janet B. Keim, Lehigh County

Walter N. Heine, Cumberland County


Margaret Urban, Mercer County

Brian J. Hill, Dauphin County



Curtis N. Kratz, Montgomery County

Gail M. Conner, Esquire, Delaware County

Jack LeBeau, MD, FACC, Montgomery County

Pat Lupo, O.S.B., Erie County



Bruce M. Tetkoskie, Schuylkill County

DeEtta A. Antoun, Franklin County


Thaddeus K. Stevens, Tioga County

cc:  Governor Rendell

       Secretary McGinty  

  

  









� The Council is a legislatively created advisory committee charged with reviewing all environmental issues, legislation, regulations, policies and programs relating to Pennsylvania.
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