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The federal government has found an elevated number of cases of a rare blood
cancer in northeastern Pennsylvania but uncovered no link to any possible cause

in the environment.

The U.S. Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry became involved after
residents expressed concern about polycythemia vera, or PCV, a cancer that
results in the overproduction of red blood cells and can lead to heart attack or
stroke.

The agency reported on its findings Wednesday night at a heated community
meeting at which residents of this low-income coal region accused the
government of minimizing the threat posed by numerous environmental hazards,
including a former toxic waste dump where some PCV patients live.

"This is an outrage," said Dr. Peter Baddick, a local internist who was among the
first to sound the alarm about PCV. "You downplayed it."

Government epidemiologists defended themselves, saying the study was not
meant to be definitive.

"There's no conspiracy to hide the information," said Steve Dearwent, chief of
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Some patients diagnosed with PCV live near a site in northern Schuylkill County,
about 80 miles northwest of Philadelphia, where a recycler called McAdoo
Associates accepted hundreds of thousands of gallons of paint sludge, waste oils,
used solvents, PCBs, cyanide, pesticides and many other known or suspected
carcinogens.

Environmental officials shut down the site in 1979, and it was later placed on the
federal Superfund list and cleaned up.

Residents fear that chemicals leached into the region's water supplies and polluted
private wells and public reservoirs. State and federal environmental officials have
said for years that McAdoo Associates does not pose a health threat.

The Agency for Toxic Substances became involved after 97 cases of PCV in
Schuylkill, Carbon and Luzerne counties were reported to the state cancer registry
between 2001 and 2005. Based on its population, the region should have reported
about 25 cases.
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The agency's task was to confirm the cases that appeared on the registry and to
search out cases the registry might have missed. Scientists also tried to find
commonalities among PCV patients, including their proximity to toxic waste sites.

"We didn't find any commonalities among the cases with respect to their water
source, residential history, occupational history," Dearwent said.

The agency confirmed 38 cases of PCV, with elevations in certain ZIP codes of
Schuylkill and Luzerne counties.

Epidemiologists cautioned that the study was limited due to a number of factors.
Chief among them was that epidemiologists could only study 38 of the 97 patients
whose PCV cases were reported to the state registry; the rest were either dead or
they refused to participate.

Investigators also were limited by the fact that the cause of PCV is unknown. The
government estimates that it occurs in one in every 100,000 people, although
some scientists believe it is even more rare. The disease, which is treatable, is
more prevalent in older people and men.

© 2007 The Associated Press. All Rights Reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast,
rewritten, or redistributed.
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Toxic Dump Probed In Pa. Cancer Outbreak - CBS News https://www.cbsnews.com/news/toxic-dump-probed-in-pa-cancer-outbreak/
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MDs Say Mental Decllne Begins When Seniors Can't
Pronounce These 3 Phrases. Can You?

PAID WELLNESS MAGAZINE
I

Sleep Apnea is Linked to This Household Item (Stop Using It)

PAID DERILA-ERGO-OFFICIAL.COM
I

Pennsylvania: The Worst Zip Codes for Car Insurance (Is
Yours on the List?)

Check rates now—many drivers are paying more than they need to.

Spinal Stenosis Is Not From Tight Muscles. Meet The Real
Enemy of Stenosis (Stop

PAID SMOOTHSPINE
—

2-Minute Trick For A Mouse-Free Home

PAID MICE
—

Cognitive Decline Begins When Seniors Say These 3 Phrases
— See Which Ones

PAID FORWARD DIGITAL 101
—

Plastic Surgeons: The 1 Vitamin You Need for Wrinkled Skin

She stopped using her moisturizer and tried this instead, and the results surprised everyone.

PAID ANTI-AGING CENTER Read More )

Restaurants In New Holland With Good Senior Discounts
Seniors at PA Should Claim These Benefits

Comparisons.org | Sponsored Learn more
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Genius)

Seniors with aver $20k in credit card debt are flockina to this Debt Relief Proaram

If You See This 250th Anniversary Whisky Bottle in Your
State, Grab It Immediately

PAID TRENDING
—

Your Senior Dog Is Covered With Fatty Lumps — Here's What
Shrinks Them

PAID K9IMMUNE
—

Halloween Lovers Are Obsessed With This 3D Rug

These realistic rugs can transform any room into a spooky Halloween scene, instantly catching the eye of
every guest.

Hiroshi Closes His Knife Shop After 55 Years
_PAID SAKURA KNIVES

Fall Asleep Fine, Then Wake At 3 AM? Sleep Doctors Call It
This
The reason melatonin fails so many insomniacs isn't the dose. It's that it was never built for the wired, racing-

Study: 87% of Seniors with Sharp Memories Avoid These 3
Specific Drinks

PAID FORWARD DIGITAL 101
I

Ask A Pro: "How Long Does $2.5M Last in Retirement?"

This Quiz Matches Nearly 50,000 People Each Month with Vetted Financial Advisors

PAID SMARTASSET ( Learn More )

Moisturizer Won't Tighten Skin! Use This Household Item
Instead

She stopped using her moisturizer and tried this instead — the results surprised everyone.
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PAID GHOSTGLOW
I

Lionel Richie hospitalized after performance

CBS NEWS

Keffe D convicted of Tupac Shakur’s murder

CBS NEWS

Side Sleepers Get Achy Shoulders, Few Know This "Side
Sleeper” Trick

PAID SLEEP DIGEST PUBLICATION
—

4-Inch Gutters Are A Thing Of The Past

3 Reasons Why Over 1,000,000 Homeowners Have Installed This Ultimate Gutter System

_PAID ALL-IN-1 GUTTER SYSTEM Learn More )
2026 - IRS Forgives Millions By September 15th Tax Deadline

Americans with back taxes are urged to check their eligibility for tax relief. The IRS has made the Fresh Start
Program available to a larger group of taxpayers.

IRS Forgives Millions For Pennsylvania Residents By
September 15th Deadline

Americans with back taxes are urged to check their eligibility for tax relief. The IRS has made the Fresh Start

If You're Collecting Under $3950 In Ss a Month: You're
Eligible for These 10 Discounts

Healthy Wallet, Healthy Life!
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