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Outcome of Technical 

Sub Committee

Meeting held August 6, 2010



Policy questions – outcomes

➢ Which watersheds meet criteria?

⚫ See summary of watersheds

➢ How many, and which basin should be 

considered for recommendation for 

designation?

⚫ DEP staff limitations to support CARPS

⚫ Better to have short list to demonstrate results



➢ Should recommendations of the Tech 

Subcommittee be prioritized?

⚫ Primary: severity of problem; safe yield deficit

⚫ Secondary: degree problem will get worse 

quickly

⚫ Lower: Availability of funding; data

➢ What does it mean to designate a CWPA 

without a Critical Area Resource Plan?











3 Top Watersheds

➢ Laurel Hill Creek – Somerset County

➢ Back Creek (Trib to Indian Creek) Fayette 

County

➢ Marsh Creek/Rock Creek – Adams County





Laurel Hill 

Creek



Back Creek



Marsh 

Creek/

Rock Creek



➢ All three have been funded by Growing 

Greener to prepare “Water Resource 

Management Plans”



Reasons for Funding:

➢ Potential loss of valuable planning funds without 

encumbrance by May 2010

➢ Existing GG grant, River Basin Commission 

sponsorship

➢ Local interest and groups to form Advisory 

Committees

➢ 3 plans are limit of DEP Resources for Mgmt.

➢ All met criteria and were on nomination list from 

regions



➢ CWPA subcommittee 

➢ Critical Questions for designation

Criteria

•Would existing/future demands:

•Impair long-term utility of the resource?

•Impair Water Quality?

•Induce a health threat?

Other Criteria:

Screening and review criteria- planning size, maximum time horizon, existing 

and future demands, safe yield.



The CWPA Subcommittee:

initial screening criteria = “final criteria” for  verifications and 

watershed identification.

50% and 30% Q7-10 as indicators of potential irreparable or 

unmitigated impacts to aquatic resources (loss of fish 

habitat) and acute dewatering.

2003 water use and returns were basis for screening supplemented in 

verifications with newer information if appropriate.



Status of 3 Plans



Laurel Hill Creek

➢ In 3rd year and second phase of project

➢ Somerset County, USGS (tech work)
⚫ Will be holding advisory committee meeting in 

December or January

⚫ WQ and quantity assessments

⚫ Land use plan (Mackin Engineering)

⚫ Water Quality compilation

⚫ Nutrient/Sedimentation loading study $348k (separate 
study)

⚫ Critical Water Planning elements from Guidelines

➢ $379k (with Back Creek) total

➢ Completion in 2011



Back Creek

➢ Work will be done concurrent with Laurel 

Hill Creek (Fayette County and USGS)

➢ Joint Steering Committee meetings

➢ Kickoff and appointment of members at 

next Steering Committee Meeting

➢ Completion in 2011

➢ Cost included in Laurel Hill Creek grant



Marsh Ck/Rock Ck

➢ Kickoff in September – nominations for 

Advisory Committee

➢ Potomac Regional meeting Nov 12th –

appointments to Advisory Committee

➢ Now- establishing monitoring network for 

GW and SW, work on problem statements

➢ Completion – Sept 2012

➢ $341,397 total 


