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DEFINITIONS, TERMS AND ABBREVIATIONS

Form 26R: Chemical analysis of waste annual report by the generator (2540-PM-BWM0347).
Form R: Waste analysis and classification plan (2540-PM-BWM0396)
Form U: Request to process or dispose residual waste (2540-PM-BWM0395) 
SDS: Safety Data Sheets

PROCEDURES

Section 287.54 requires residual waste generators to submit information annually to the Department, for every waste stream they produce. This information is submitted using Form 26R. Form 26R is a detailed physical characteristics and chemical analysis report for each residual waste stream and requires information on the process that generates the waste. The processing or disposal facility must include procedures for accepting special handling wastes in their waste acceptance plan approved under Form R. 

The generator is required to submit a copy of Form 26R for each waste stream to the solid waste management facility where the waste is sent for processing or disposal. After initial submission of a detailed chemical analysis for a waste stream, the waste generator may select to certify annually by providing sufficient documentation that the chemical and physical characteristics of the waste and the processes by which the waste was generated have not changed from the previous year submission, in lieu of annually performing the chemical analysis. The waste will have to be fully characterized every 5 years even if no changes in the process generating the waste or the characteristics in the waste have occurred. For the categories of residual wastes that are covered in Section D of Form U, the chemical analysis waiver can be extended beyond the five year period as long as there are no changes in the manufacturing process or ingredients that may result in changes to the waste characterization or chemical composition of the waste. 

The generator may be able to meet much of the analytical requirements by certifying nothing has changed since the data was submitted to the department. This certification is allowed in lieu of analysis and process information as long as the physical and chemical properties of the waste and the process generating the waste has not changed from those set forth (submitted) in the previous year Section 287.54(f). For some wastes, a Form U or (Module 1) submitted within the last year may fulfill this requirement.

The chemical analysis section consists of four sets of analyses:

1. Gross analysis: any constituent present: at one percent or greater. While this may require chemical analysis for some wastes, many can be based upon MSDS sheets (which list hazardous constituents present in materials at levels of one percent or more) or by overall knowledge of the waste. Requirements of the gross analysis may not be in chemical terms. For example, cardboard scraps could be reported as cardboard, rather than a breakdown of what cardboard is chemically. On the other hand, residual waste incinerator ash would require chemical analysis and should not be reported as merely 100 percent incinerator ash. You will need to use some discretion with this section.
2. Trace analysis: any Appendix VIII constituent likely to be present at concentrations exceeding 50 parts per million. This does not require generators to have the waste analyzed for the entire Appendix VIII list. For example, if aniline is used as an ingredient in the synthesis of a product, waste from that process should be analyzed for aniline. On the other hand, if aniline is not used and not expected to be formed in the process, there would be no reason for the waste to be analyzed for aniline.

3. Hazardous waste determination: Safety Data Sheets may be used to ensure waste is not Hazardous, however a chemical analysis is still necessary to determine the waste meets a facility’s waste acceptance plan.  

4. Additional analyses: any additional parameter required as a condition of a permit or required by the facility managing the waste. This includes Form U parameters for the annual update if the management facility is in Pennsylvania. The Form U lists wastes that are exempt from chemical analysis. If a waste is required to be have a chemical analysis for a Form U, it also requires a chemical analysis for a Form 26R.
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Form 26R: Chemical analysis of waste (ER-~M-347 6/92)
Form U: Request to process or dispose residual waste (ER-WM-395 6/92) MSDS: Material Safety Data Sheets
