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Timeline
• Mid-2017: Initial planning with State Conservation Commission 

(SCC), NRCS, and Penn State Extension representatives
• Late 2017 – Early 2018: Early drafts shared with small internal 

workgroup of conservation district, DEP, and SCC statewide staff
• Early to Mid-2018: Met with Ag Advisory Board and Ag Advisory 

Board Subcommittee to further develop the draft document
• Late 2018: Last meeting with internal workgroup to review changes 

and made final edits
• January 5, 2019: Posted for public comment in PA Bulletin
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March 6, 2019 – End of public comment period
• 38 total comments received
• 5 commenters

o 2 individual citizens
o Chesapeake Bay Commission, Chesapeake Bay Foundation, and 

PA Farm Bureau 

Also provided conservation districts, SCC, and NRCS 
opportunity for informal comment

• Approximately 200 comments received
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Contents of Manual
• Part 1: Operators/Landowners
• Part 2: Planners/Plan Developers
• Part 3: Instructions/Sample Plan/Template

o These were divided into 5 distinct sections:

• Appendices: Other resources and tools
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 General Information  Near-Stream Fields
 Soil Loss  AHUAs
 Cropland/Hayland/Pasture BMPs



Formatting Updates
• Parts 1 and 2 – Changed to mirror the Plan Template/Part 3

o 5 distinct sections of the plan 
 General Information
 Soil Loss
 Cropland, Hayland, and Pasture BMPs
 Fields Along Streams and Rivers
 AHUAs
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Formatting Updates
• The last three bullets are combined in Parts 1 and 2, as they 

are all discussing required BMPs for various areas of the 
operation
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Content Updates
• Foreword – Clarified what each part contains/the audience

o Part 1: Operators/Landowners
o Part 2: Ag E&S Plan Developers
Operators/landowners should continue to this part if they 

read Part 1 and are comfortable writing their own plan
o Part 3: Ag E&S Plan
Ag E&S Plan Administrative Completeness Review Guide 
 Instructions
 Example Ag E&S Plan
Ag E&S Plan Template
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Content Updates
• Part 1 

o Page 6: Added “Why Are All Agricultural Operations Required to 
Have BMPs?”
 Highlights how BMPs can help their operation in ways they 

may not have considered
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Content Updates
• Part 1 

o Page 9: Self-evaluation instructs reader to physically walk the 
operation

o Pages 14 – 16: BMP charts have added “benefits” column
o Page 18: Instructs reader to continue reading Part 2 if 

comfortable writing the Ag E&S Plan
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Content Updates
• Part 1 

o Pages 17 – 18: “Other Important Information” additions 
Hayland/permanent pastures
Overgrazing
Horse riding arenas/rings
 Instructions to view operation’s watershed using eMapPA

and Integrated Report Viewer
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Content Updates
• Part 2 

o Page 20: Discussion on hayland/pastures
o Page 21: Identifying locations of concern – Instructs reader to 

physically walk the operation
o Page 24: Pastures and AHUAs
 Signs of overgrazing 
 Horse riding arenas/rings
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Content Updates
• Part 3 

o Page 25: Administrative completeness guide
 Information for operator, landowner, plan preparer
 Date plan was developed
 Operation information (acreage, description, crop rotations, 

tillage/planting methods, soil information)
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Content Updates
• Part 3

o Page 26: Noted that land clearing projects for new cropland 
and/or pastures should be addressed

o Page 29: Section 3 – Discussion on hayland/pastures
o Page 31: Section 4 – Statement on perimeter control BMPs
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Content Updates
• Part 3 

o Example Plan 
New example information throughout
 Page 34: “Operation Information” page – Combined 

“Crop Rotation” and “Tillage Methods” into one chart
 Pages 35, 36, and 38: New maps
 Pages 37 and 39: New Soil information
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Content Updates
• Appendices 

o Page 55: Added 102.4(a) regulations 
o Page 62: Appendix C – Corrected the statement regarding land 

clearing projects for new cropland and/or pastures
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Summary
• Development of the Ag E&S Manual involved many 

different parties, including CCDs, SCC, Penn State Extension, 
NRCS, and Ag Advisory Board members

• Received constructive feedback that was incorporated into 
the manual following publication in the PA Bulletin

• Next steps 
o Publication
o Develop accompanying materials (FAQ/Fact Sheets) and 

training (web-based and in-person)
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Contact Information:

Jill Whitcomb
Environmental Group Manager

Nonpoint Source Compliance Section
jiwhitcomb@pa.gov

(717) 783-5205

Megan Porta
Water Program Specialist

Nonpoint Source Compliance Section
meporta@pa.gov
(717) 783-3515

mailto:jiwhitcomb@pa.gov
mailto:meporta@pa.gov
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