
www.dcnr.state.pa.us

Conserving Penn’s Woods

Pennsylvania’s Riparian Forest Buffer Initiative

Agricultural Advisory Board

June 23, 2016

Matt Keefer, DCNR Bureau of Forestry



www.dcnr.state.pa.us

Outline

1. DCNR Chesapeake Bay work

2. Chesapeake Bay forest buffer goal

3. Statewide focus and current ideas
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DCNR/Chesapeake Bay Work

1. Recreation and public access

2. Education and outreach

3. Land conservation

4. Urban tree planting (TreeVitalize)

5. Riparian Forest Buffers
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What is a riparian forest buffer?

1. 35 feet minimum width for 

full credit in Bay model

2. 10 to 35 feet = reduced credit
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PA Success story

• 54,000 acres of RFBs

• 24,000 acres 

established through 

CREP

• PA Stream ReLeaf

• Growing Greener

• Many partners

• Accomplished at the 

local level
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PA RFB Accomplishments
Year Acres

Annual Cumulative

2009 -- 43,096

2010 1,129 44,225

2011 2,848 47,073

2012 948 48,021

2013 6,822 54,843

2014 3,616 58,459

2015 77 58,536

2025 9,500 154,000
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Recent Federal and State Responses

• 2014 RFB Leadership Summit in D.C.

– State Tasks Forces

– Heavy focus on CREP

– Asked for State RFB Leads

• 2014 Chesapeake Bay Agreement

– Management strategy and 2-year work plans
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PA 2-Year Work Plan

1. Leadership and collaboration

– RFB Advisory Committee (March 28 and June 2)

2. Funding and resources for new and 

innovative approaches

– Complement existing programs

– Flexibility and simplicity

– Importance of maintenance
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PA 2-Year Work Plan

3. Communication, outreach, and technical assistance

– Messaging, DCNR Foresters, social science

Website

Factsheets

Programs

Partners

Applied research
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PA 2-Year Work Plan

4. Planning to 

prioritize efforts

– Technology 

and partners

– Improve 

efficiency
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Thinking about alternative RFB Designs

Illustration by Zoe Roane-Hopkins
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Purpose

• Help PA improve local water quality and reach the Bay 

goal of 95,000 new acres of RFBs by 2025

• Complement, but not duplicate, existing programs –

CREP, EQIP

• Hallmarks include greater flexibility in landowner 

eligibility, buffer designs, widths, and plant species

• Income-producing opportunities will be explored
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Multi-use Riparian Forest Buffer Design

Zones 2 and 3 can be planted with different species and at 

expanded widths to incorporate perennial crops of fruits, nuts, 

and floral trees and shrubs.
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Potential Funding Sources

1. Grants – direct grants to third parties, no rental payments 
and no payback requirement

– Current and future Growing Greener and Keystone funding

– Private foundation funding

2. Revolving fund or investment funded – requires income 
generation with payback of principal and/or interest

– State revolving funds

– Third-party investors

– Program-related investments (PRIs) – third-party vendor 
guarantees payback

3. Credits – downstream neighboring states, carbon credits, 
nutrient credits, stormwater credits



Pros and Cons

Pros:

• Additional tool in the toolbox

• Wider landowner applicant 

pool

• Landowner motivated by plant-

generated income – better 

care and maintenance

• “Designer” buffers can be 

shaped to landowner 

preference

• Variable widths adjust to 

parcel 

Cons:

• Contract is voluntary

• Income and results may vary

• Payback process may be hard

Source: NAC
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Statewide
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• Improved local water quality


