
 
 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
Environmental Protection Performance Standards at Oil 

and Gas Well Sites 
Site Restoration  

(25 Pa. Code § 78a.65) 

The purpose of this Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) document is to address questions about 
site restoration requirements. This FAQ should not be used in lieu of reference to the 2012 Oil 
and Gas Act, 25 Pa. Code Chapter 78a and other applicable laws and regulations. The answers 
outlined in this FAQ are intended to supplement existing requirements. Nothing in this document 
shall affect statutory or regulatory requirements. 

This document is not an adjudication or a regulation. There is no intent on the part of the 
Department to give this document that weight or deference. The Department may supplement or 
amend this document at any time as necessary without notice. 

Well Development Impoundment (WDI) Restoration Extension Request 
 

1. If a Well Development Impoundment Restoration Extension Request form 
(8000-FM-OOGM0156U) is approved and prior to the end of the restoration 
period the operator drills new well(s) being serviced by the WDI, does the 
restoration period “reset” when drilling of the final well being serviced by the 
WDI is completed? 
No. The restoration period does not “reset” i.e., the 24-month period is an extension 
that is only available for use by the operator one time per registered WDI. (posted 
3/20/2026) 


