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Top DEP Stories 
 
Shamokin News-Item: EPA begins installing air monitors near Locust Gap fire; DEP estimates $17.5M 
cost 
https://www.newsitem.com/news/local/epa-begins-installing-air-monitors-near-locust-gap-fire-dep-
estimates-17-5m-cost/article_42a00900-d7c9-4bda-8264-7cba1ed1bc7a.html  
 
PennLive: Installation of air quality monitors starts in area of a coal-refuse fire in Pa. 
https://www.pennlive.com/news/2026/10/installation-of-air-quality-monitors-starts-in-area-of-a-coal-
refuse-fire-in-pa.html  
 
WNEP: Air monitoring systems to be installed in community near culm bank fire in Northumberland 
https://www.wnep.com/article/news/local/northumberland-county/air-monitoring-systems-to-be-
installed-in-community-near-culm-bank-fire-in-northumberland/523-b81ce18e-d89a-4da3-ad63-
3a19e9d07ba1  
 
WKOK: DEP finds no immediate air quality risk near mine fire 
https://www.wkok.com/dep-finds-no-immediate-air-quality-risk-near-mine-fire/  
 
 
Mentions 
 
Indiana Gazette: At IUP town hall, labor, environmental leaders urge state investment to plug 
abandoned wells 
https://www.indianagazette.com/news/at-iup-town-hall-labor-environmental-leaders-urge-state-
investment-to-plug-abandoned-wells/article_2d705250-fb17-48fd-b89e-01b31290c963.html 
 
Morning Call: With data center proposals in the Lehigh Valley, environmental group has plan to protect 
waterways 
https://www.mcall.com/2026/10/28/with-data-center-proposals-in-the-lehigh-valley-environmental-
group-has-plan-to-protect-waterways/ 
 
Westfield Free Press-Courier: Elkland Authority holds marathon six-hour meeting 
https://www.tiogapublishing.com/free_press_courier/news/local/elkland-authority-holds-marathon-6-
hour-meeting/article_30b04de0-104f-4c7d-8219-a2b43a935f75.html  
 
Wyalusing Rocket-Courier: Tractor Trailer Carrying LNG Rolls Over in Wysox, prompting brief evacuation 
https://www.rocket-courier.com/articles/tractor-trailer-carrying-lng-rolls-over-in-wysox/  
 
 
Air 
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FOX43: State environmental group reacts to President Trump's methane emission rollbacks 
https://www.fox43.com/article/news/local/state-environmental-groups-reacts-to-president-trumps-
methane-emission-rollbacks-people-climate/521-90489947-3fb8-423d-a4bf-5b835fab3a6b 
 
 
Conservation and Recreation 
 
Fox29: Delaware County voters to decide $120M open space borrowing plan Nov. 3 
https://www.fox29.com/news/delaware-county-voters-decide-120m-open-space-borrowing-plan-nov-3 
 
Gant News: From Classroom to Field: Wildlife Technology, Monarchs & Conservation 
https://gantnews.com/2026/10/29/from-classroom-to-field-wildlife-technology-monarchs-
conservation/ 
 
Wellsboro Gazette: Trout Unlimited chapter named best small chapter in state 
https://www.tiogapublishing.com/the_wellsboro_mansfield_gazette/news/local/trout-unlimited-
chapter-named-best-in-state/article_5c7fb7d2-360f-48b7-b482-8bee8441fd31.html  
 
 
Data Centers 
 
Mon Valley Independent: Shapiro’s pivot: Where Pennsylvania’s major data center projects stand now 
https://www.monvalleyindependent.com/2026/10/29/shapiros-pivot-where-pa-s-major-data-center-
projects-stand-now/ 
 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: In last-ditch effort, residents plead with Allegheny County to vote against 
Springdale data center 
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/tech-news/2026/10/29/springdale-data-center-allegheny-dc-
propco-opposition/stories/202610280037 
 
TribLive: Residents rally against proposed Springdale data center before Allegheny County hearing 
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/residents-rally-against-proposed-springdale-data-
center-before-allegheny-county-hearing/ 
 
Public Source: Springdale data center hearing draws a crowd, a chorus and regional opposition 
https://www.publicsource.org/springdale-data-center-in-person-hearing/ 
 
Center Square: New state data center map has critics as state ranks 4th in nation in facilities 
https://www.thecentersquare.com/pennsylvania/article_f731d61c-5ec9-41df-b0b7-b4e9ccc7cde6.html 
 
Sharon Herald: Wilmington Township to consider data center ordinances 
https://www.sharonherald.com/news/local_news/wilmington-township-to-consider-data-center-
ordinances/article_a399947c-eb5f-4d52-b3c6-7f0acbbdbc61.html 
 
Philly Burbs: Falls Township to unveil data center zoning fix. What's next 
https://www.phillyburbs.com/story/news/environment/2026/10/29/falls-township-to-review-zoning-
to-regulate-future-data-centers-pa-bucks-county/92478171007/ 
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Patch.com: Lower Merion Seeks To Regulate Data Centers 
https://patch.com/pennsylvania/ardmore/lower-merion-seeks-regulate-data-centers 
 
Pennlive: Garrity, legislative candidates weigh in on data centers amid Cumberland County fight 
https://www.pennlive.com/news/2026/10/garrity-pa-legislative-candidates-weigh-in-on-data-centers-
amid-cumberland-county-center-fight.html 
 
Huntingdon Daily News: Union Twp. prepares data center ordinance 
https://www.huntingdondailynews.com/news/local/union-twp-prepares-data-center-
ordinance/article_9731cb48-bf33-4920-9a74-84b046635c59.html 
 
FOX43: Candidates discuss data center regulation at Stop PAX-1, Cumberland County town hall 
https://www.fox43.com/article/news/community/data-centers/candidates-discuss-data-center-
regulation-at-stop-pax-1-cumberland-county-town-hall/521-9db95303-d237-4501-ab43-68af8e185499 
 
Citizens Voice: Fit Energy predicts major tax windfall amid skeptical public over Newport Twp. data 
center project 
https://www.citizensvoice.com/2026/10/29/fit-energy-predicts-major-tax-windfall-amid-skeptical-
public-over-newport-twp-data-center-project/ 
 
WNEP: Salem Township clears way for data center campus 
https://www.wnep.com/article/news/local/luzerne-county/salem-township-clears-way-for-data-center-
campus-luzerne-county/523-51d87694-f4d4-4ded-a19c-a9eafaeb40e3?tbref=hp 
 
Standard Speaker: Salem supers OK data center district expansion; new micro-hospital promised 
https://www.standardspeaker.com/2026/10/27/salem-supers-ok-data-center-district-expansion-new-
micro-hospital-promised/ 
 
Lehighvalleylive: Changes for massive Pa. data center, natural gas power plant were approved illegally: 
lawsuit 
https://www.lehighvalleylive.com/news/2026/10/changes-for-massive-pa-data-center-natural-gas-
power-plant-were-approved-illegally-lawsuit.html 
 
 
Energy 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Pitt engineering showcases vision for the future of energy 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2026/10/28/pitt-energy-engineering-development.html 
 
WESA: An electric utility wants to fix Pa.’s competitive energy market 
https://www.wesanews.org/environment-energy/2026-10-29/pennsylvania-energy-utility-prices-
market-regulation 
 
Carlisle Sentinel: Solar energy facility to help Dickinson College maintain carbon-neutral status 
https://cumberlink.com/news/local/article_90b42e9f-579b-4c39-b47e-956875fad292.html 
 
WFMZ: FirstEnergy sees rising demand for electricity 

https://patch.com/pennsylvania/ardmore/lower-merion-seeks-regulate-data-centers
https://www.pennlive.com/news/2026/10/garrity-pa-legislative-candidates-weigh-in-on-data-centers-amid-cumberland-county-center-fight.html
https://www.pennlive.com/news/2026/10/garrity-pa-legislative-candidates-weigh-in-on-data-centers-amid-cumberland-county-center-fight.html
https://www.huntingdondailynews.com/news/local/union-twp-prepares-data-center-ordinance/article_9731cb48-bf33-4920-9a74-84b046635c59.html
https://www.huntingdondailynews.com/news/local/union-twp-prepares-data-center-ordinance/article_9731cb48-bf33-4920-9a74-84b046635c59.html
https://www.fox43.com/article/news/community/data-centers/candidates-discuss-data-center-regulation-at-stop-pax-1-cumberland-county-town-hall/521-9db95303-d237-4501-ab43-68af8e185499
https://www.fox43.com/article/news/community/data-centers/candidates-discuss-data-center-regulation-at-stop-pax-1-cumberland-county-town-hall/521-9db95303-d237-4501-ab43-68af8e185499
https://www.citizensvoice.com/2026/10/29/fit-energy-predicts-major-tax-windfall-amid-skeptical-public-over-newport-twp-data-center-project/
https://www.citizensvoice.com/2026/10/29/fit-energy-predicts-major-tax-windfall-amid-skeptical-public-over-newport-twp-data-center-project/
https://www.wnep.com/article/news/local/luzerne-county/salem-township-clears-way-for-data-center-campus-luzerne-county/523-51d87694-f4d4-4ded-a19c-a9eafaeb40e3?tbref=hp
https://www.wnep.com/article/news/local/luzerne-county/salem-township-clears-way-for-data-center-campus-luzerne-county/523-51d87694-f4d4-4ded-a19c-a9eafaeb40e3?tbref=hp
https://www.standardspeaker.com/2026/10/27/salem-supers-ok-data-center-district-expansion-new-micro-hospital-promised/
https://www.standardspeaker.com/2026/10/27/salem-supers-ok-data-center-district-expansion-new-micro-hospital-promised/
https://www.lehighvalleylive.com/news/2026/10/changes-for-massive-pa-data-center-natural-gas-power-plant-were-approved-illegally-lawsuit.html
https://www.lehighvalleylive.com/news/2026/10/changes-for-massive-pa-data-center-natural-gas-power-plant-were-approved-illegally-lawsuit.html
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2026/10/28/pitt-energy-engineering-development.html
https://www.wesanews.org/environment-energy/2026-10-29/pennsylvania-energy-utility-prices-market-regulation
https://www.wesanews.org/environment-energy/2026-10-29/pennsylvania-energy-utility-prices-market-regulation
https://cumberlink.com/news/local/article_90b42e9f-579b-4c39-b47e-956875fad292.html


https://www.wfmz.com/news/area/western-newjersey/warren-county/firstenergy-sees-rising-demand-
for-electricity/article_29f8852a-1d4c-44ba-beb5-313650e9248d.html 
 
Republican Herald: County locks in energy deals projected to save $82K 
https://www.republicanherald.com/2026/10/28/county-locks-in-energy-deals-projected-to-save-82k/ 
 
 
Oil and Gas 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: EQT expands Gulf Coast footprint as CEO Toby Rice pursues a global LNG 
strategy 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2026/10/28/eqt-gulf-coast-europe-footprint-
strategy.html 
 
 
Waste 
 
NBC10: Pair arrested after 200-350 tires dumped in lot at North Philly train station 
https://www.nbcphiladelphia.com/news/local/pair-arrested-after-200-350-tires-dumped-in-lot-at-
north-philly-train-station/4486912/ 
 
6abc: 2 arrested for allegedly using U-Haul to illegally dump hundreds of tires in Philadelphia: Police 
https://6abc.com/post/2-arrested-allegedly-using-haul-illegally-dump-hundreds-tires-philadelphia-
police-say/19989744/ 
 
Fox29: 2 charged for illegally dumping 200-350 tires in Philadelphia train station parking lot 
https://www.fox29.com/news/2-charged-illegally-dumping-200-350-tires-philadelphia-train-station-
parking-lot 
 
KYW: 300 tires dumped near North Philly SEPTA station in latest of 9 incidents 
https://www.audacy.com/kywnewsradio/news/local/tires-dumped-north-philadelphia-station 
 
 
Water 
 
ABC27: Thousands of Capital Region Water customers’ information leaked in emails 
https://www.abc27.com/local-news/thousands-of-capital-region-water-customers-information-leaked-
in-emails/ 
 
WFMZ: Proposed apartments at former Blue Marsh Ski Area raise water supply questions 
https://www.wfmz.com/news/area/berks/western-berks-county/proposed-apartments-at-former-blue-
marsh-ski-area-raise-water-supply-questions/article_405b42e9-5d4a-4569-b867-31e5fde04cd5.html 
 
Clearfield Progress-News: Clearfield Municipal Authority discusses street repair complaints 
https://www.theprogressnews.com/news/clearfield-municipal-authority-discusses-street-repair-
complaints/article_1d47dead-6e47-4876-b2b6-200547dcec1a.html 
 
Clearfield Progress-News: Langerholc announces $6.3M in funding for wastewater system upgrades 
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https://www.theprogressnews.com/news/local/langerholc-announces-6-3m-in-funding-for-wastewater-
system-upgrades/article_f89ffbb2-5291-4b13-a6c4-1618b6738969.html  
 
Clearfield Progress-News: Clearfield Municipal Authority discusses fire hydrant fees 
https://www.theprogressnews.com/news/clearfield-municipal-authority-discusses-fire-hydrant-
fees/article_9f56b8d5-2de9-4a56-9730-4eeafc5f975d.html  
 
Potter Leader-Enterprise: Austin Borough discusses water, sewer issues 
https://www.tiogapublishing.com/potter_leader_enterprise/news/local/austin-supports-nrat-
welcomes-new-business/article_ed14981b-b887-4a66-9b36-4047b3978f4e.html  
 
Potter Leader-Enterprise: Austin Borough plans to increase taxes, sewer and water rates in 2027 
https://www.tiogapublishing.com/potter_leader_enterprise/news/local/austin-borough-plans-to-
increase-taxes-sewer-and-water-rates-in-2027/article_a15e7c44-fd86-4ad8-8777-b8df1f3d63fb.html  
 
 
Miscellaneous 
 
WJAC: DRONE | Norfolk Southern remove remaining cars from Altoona derailment site 
https://wjactv.com/news/local/drone-norfolk-southern-remove-remaining-cars-from-altoona-
derailment-site 
 
WESA: After spring freeze damaged crops, Pa. farms rely on fall activities 
https://www.wesanews.org/environment-energy/2026-10-29/pennsylvania-crops-damaged-farm-fall-
activities 
 
The Derrick: Mill Creek Bridge renovation bids under review; both offers above Clarion County's 
estimated cost 
https://www.thederrick.com/news/front_page/mill-creek-bridge-renovation-bids-under-review-both-
offers-above-clarion-countys-estimated-cost/article_61ad1672-c656-4d7c-a6f9-26ae177fc808.html 
 
The Reporter: EPA response to 2023 Ohio train derailment will be investigated by agency watchdog 
https://www.thereporteronline.com/2026/10/27/train-derailment-ohio-
investigation/?clearUserState=true 
 
The Philadelphia Inquirer: Philly just appointed its first rat czar 
https://www.inquirer.com/news/philadelphia/rat-abatement-manager-philadelphia-complaints-
tracking-20261028.html 
 
Lancaster Farming: Managing Mud Now Can Help Pastures Bounce Back in Spring 
https://www.lancasterfarming.com/farming-news/livestock/managing-mud-now-can-help-pastures-
bounce-back-in-spring/article_60df431b-01e5-4cb0-ad57-8a8a094194ac.html 
 
Huntingdon Daily News: Dry conditions increase wildfire risk 
https://www.huntingdondailynews.com/news/local/dry-conditions-increase-wildfire-
risk/article_1706f2b1-6b5b-4e2f-b4b0-d17588a5d15f.html 
 
Scranton Times: Turnpike officials unveil updated plans for Scranton Beltway; public skepticism remains 
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https://www.thetimes-tribune.com/2026/10/28/turnpike-officials-unveil-updated-plans-for-scranton-
beltway-public-skepticism-remains/ 
 
WVIA: Scranton Beltway hearing draws small crowd, passionate comments on project, revisions 
https://www.wvia.org/news/local/2026-10-28/scranton-beltway-hearing-draws-small-crowd-
passionate-comments-on-project-revisions 
 
Lehighvalleylive: Why daylight saving time’s end creates a dangerous spike in wildlife collisions each year 
https://www.lehighvalleylive.com/news/2026/10/why-daylight-saving-times-end-creates-a-dangerous-
spike-in-wildlife-collisions-each-year.html 
 
Wellsboro Gazette: Blossburg Foundry set to re-open as metal recycling operation 
https://www.tiogapublishing.com/the_wellsboro_mansfield_gazette/news/local/blossburg-foundry-set-
to-re-open/article_ad4c062c-044c-471f-aa3c-2bf380e35653.html  
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