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Top DEP Stories 
 
PennLive: PA township declares disaster emergency over smoke from waste coal fire 
https://www.pennlive.com/news/2026/10/pa-township-declares-disaster-emergency-over-smoke-
from-waste-coal-fire.html  
 
Shamokin News-Item: Mount Carmel Township declares emergency over worsening Locust Gap mine 
fire smoke 
https://www.newsitem.com/news/local/mount-carmel-township-declares-emergency-over-worsening-
locust-gap-mine-fire-smoke/article_96caf3d9-d8b8-4c98-9f00-fdc3940cadd4.html  
 
WKOK: Worsening Mine Fire Smoke Prompts Local Emergency Declaration 
https://www.wkok.com/worsening-mine-fire-smoke-prompts-local-emergency-declaration/ 
 
WBRE: Concerns rekindle over Northumberland County mine fire 
https://www.2822news.com/news/local-news/concerns-rekindle-over-northumberland-county-mine-
fire/  
 
WNEP: Mine fire prompts state of emergency 
https://www.wnep.com/article/news/local/northumberland-county/mine-fire-prompts-state-of-
emergency-northumberland-county/523-6d20596b-e251-4a63-a3d2-ca32be10b05b  
 
WNEP: Northumberland County says they issued emergency declaration to help quell mine culm bank 
fire 
https://www.wnep.com/article/news/local/northumberland-county/northumberland-county-culm-
bank-mine-fire-mount-carmel-locust-gap/523-931d08a6-34ee-4a54-8d8d-a2312f8ecfc8  
 
Sunbury Daily Item: Mount Carmel Township officials declare emergency over mine fire smoke 
https://www.dailyitem.com/news/mount-carmel-township-officials-declare-emergency-over-mine-fire-
smoke/article_b6e825db-7699-4590-abed-1543266f2c4d.html  
 
Milton Standard-Journal: Mount Carmel Township declares emergency over worsening Locust Gap mine 
fire smoke 
https://www.standard-journal.com/news/local/mount-carmel-township-declares-emergency-over-
worsening-locust-gap-mine-fire-smoke/article_9285e7e4-cab8-59a1-81fb-ecd51cb07268.html  
 
 
Mentions 
 
Scranton Times: Work begins on Scott Twp. warehouses amid resident concern 
https://www.thetimes-tribune.com/2026/10/26/work-begins-on-scott-twp-warehouses-amid-resident-
concern/ 
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Pennlive: Pa. township declares disaster emergency over smoke from waste coal fire 
https://www.pennlive.com/news/2026/10/pa-township-declares-disaster-emergency-over-smoke-
from-waste-coal-fire.html 
 
Erie Times: Well plugging hits milestone in Pennsylvania, but thousands of fixes remain 
https://www.goerie.com/story/sports/outdoors/2026/10/26/pennsylvania-abandoned-gas-well-sealing-
gov-josh-shapiro-environmental-protection/92396342007/ 
 
 
Locust Gap Mine Fire 
 
PennLive: PA township declares disaster emergency over smoke from waste coal fire 
https://www.pennlive.com/news/2026/10/pa-township-declares-disaster-emergency-over-smoke-
from-waste-coal-fire.html 
  
Shamokin News-Item: Mount Carmel Township declares emergency over worsening Locust Gap mine 
fire smoke 
https://www.newsitem.com/news/local/mount-carmel-township-declares-emergency-over-worsening-
locust-gap-mine-fire-smoke/article_96caf3d9-d8b8-4c98-9f00-fdc3940cadd4.html 
  
WKOK: Worsening Mine Fire Smoke Prompts Local Emergency Declaration 
https://www.wkok.com/worsening-mine-fire-smoke-prompts-local-emergency-declaration/ 
  
WBRE: Concerns rekindle over Northumberland County mine fire 
https://www.2822news.com/news/local-news/concerns-rekindle-over-northumberland-county-mine-
fire/ 
  
WNEP: Mine fire prompts state of emergency 
https://www.wnep.com/article/news/local/northumberland-county/mine-fire-prompts-state-of-
emergency-northumberland-county/523-6d20596b-e251-4a63-a3d2-ca32be10b05b 
  
WNEP: Northumberland County says they issued emergency declaration to help quell mine culm bank 
fire 
https://www.wnep.com/article/news/local/northumberland-county/northumberland-county-culm-
bank-mine-fire-mount-carmel-locust-gap/523-931d08a6-34ee-4a54-8d8d-a2312f8ecfc8 
  
Sunbury Daily Item: Mount Carmel Township officials declare emergency over mine fire smoke 
https://www.dailyitem.com/news/mount-carmel-township-officials-declare-emergency-over-mine-fire-
smoke/article_b6e825db-7699-4590-abed-1543266f2c4d.html 
  
Milton Standard-Journal: Mount Carmel Township declares emergency over worsening Locust Gap mine 
fire smoke 
https://www.standard-journal.com/news/local/mount-carmel-township-declares-emergency-over-
worsening-locust-gap-mine-fire-smoke/article_9285e7e4-cab8-59a1-81fb-ecd51cb07268.html 
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The Philadelphia Inquirer: 17 Pa. companies were given clean-air exemptions by Trump, news report 
says 
https://www.inquirer.com/news/pennsylvania/pennsylvania-clean-air-exemptions-20261027.html 
 
 
Climate Change 
 
EHN: Toxic chemicals and climate change work together to harm fertility across species 
https://www.ehn.org/chemicals-climate-change-fertility 
 
 
Conservation and Recreation 
 
Republican Herald: Schuylkill County seeking public’s opinions on how to improve parks 
https://www.republicanherald.com/2026/10/26/schuylkill-county-seeking-publics-opinions-on-how-to-
improve-parks/ 
 
WICU-TV: Public Input Sought on Presque Isle Master Plan Update 
https://www.erienewsnow.com/news/public-input-sought-on-presque-isle-master-plan-
update/article_976be6c2-8737-43e2-825e-7fe53ec3f8b8.html 
 
Lock Haven Express: Agriculture secretary says agency is ‘full-bore ahead’ on Forest Service 
reorganization 
https://www.lockhaven.com/news/outdoors/2026/10/agriculture-secretary-says-agency-is-full-bore-
ahead-on-forest-service-reorganization/  
 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette: Best protections for our city’s trees 
https://www.sungazette.com/news/outdoors/2026/10/best-protections-for-our-citys-trees/  
 
 
Data Centers 
 
Citizens Voice: Debate rages about proposed data center complex in Newport Twp. 
https://www.citizensvoice.com/2026/10/26/debate-rages-about-proposed-data-center-complex-in-
newport-twp/ 
 
Huntingdon Daily News: Group presents dangers of data centers 
https://www.huntingdondailynews.com/news/local/group-presents-dangers-of-data-
centers/article_d5bdb40a-2c5d-446f-9a88-1f388f6b905f.html 
 
ABC27: Pennsylvania Lawmaker proposes statewide data center impact fee 
https://www.abc27.com/pennsylvania/pennsylvania-lawmaker-proposes-statewide-data-center-impact-
fee/ 
 
Butler Eagle: Clinton Township to draft data center regulations 
https://www.butlereagle.com/20261027/clinton-township-to-draft-data-center-regulations/ 
 

https://www.inquirer.com/news/pennsylvania/pennsylvania-clean-air-exemptions-20261027.html
https://www.ehn.org/chemicals-climate-change-fertility
https://www.republicanherald.com/2026/10/26/schuylkill-county-seeking-publics-opinions-on-how-to-improve-parks/
https://www.republicanherald.com/2026/10/26/schuylkill-county-seeking-publics-opinions-on-how-to-improve-parks/
https://www.erienewsnow.com/news/public-input-sought-on-presque-isle-master-plan-update/article_976be6c2-8737-43e2-825e-7fe53ec3f8b8.html
https://www.erienewsnow.com/news/public-input-sought-on-presque-isle-master-plan-update/article_976be6c2-8737-43e2-825e-7fe53ec3f8b8.html
https://www.lockhaven.com/news/outdoors/2026/10/agriculture-secretary-says-agency-is-full-bore-ahead-on-forest-service-reorganization/
https://www.lockhaven.com/news/outdoors/2026/10/agriculture-secretary-says-agency-is-full-bore-ahead-on-forest-service-reorganization/
https://www.sungazette.com/news/outdoors/2026/10/best-protections-for-our-citys-trees/
https://www.citizensvoice.com/2026/10/26/debate-rages-about-proposed-data-center-complex-in-newport-twp/
https://www.citizensvoice.com/2026/10/26/debate-rages-about-proposed-data-center-complex-in-newport-twp/
https://www.huntingdondailynews.com/news/local/group-presents-dangers-of-data-centers/article_d5bdb40a-2c5d-446f-9a88-1f388f6b905f.html
https://www.huntingdondailynews.com/news/local/group-presents-dangers-of-data-centers/article_d5bdb40a-2c5d-446f-9a88-1f388f6b905f.html
https://www.abc27.com/pennsylvania/pennsylvania-lawmaker-proposes-statewide-data-center-impact-fee/
https://www.abc27.com/pennsylvania/pennsylvania-lawmaker-proposes-statewide-data-center-impact-fee/
https://www.butlereagle.com/20261027/clinton-township-to-draft-data-center-regulations/


Shamokin News-Item: Sen. Lynda Schlegel Culver hosts discussion on data center growth and 
community impacts 
https://www.newsitem.com/news/local/sen-lynda-schlegel-culver-hosts-discussion-on-data-center-
growth-and-community-impacts/article_d62f14f6-4708-49f4-97d5-a7b91246833c.html  
 
Milton Standard-Journal: Sen. Lynda Schlegel Culver hosts discussion on data center growth and 
community impacts 
https://www.standard-journal.com/townnews/hydrography/sen-lynda-schlegel-culver-hosts-discussion-
on-data-center-growth-and-community-impacts/article_11355e6b-5a76-5cfb-aff7-46eb35ca7af7.html  
 
Shamokin News-Item: PPL proposes 16-mile transmission project to serve data center in Mount Carmel 
area 
https://www.newsitem.com/news/local/ppl-proposes-16-mile-transmission-project-to-serve-data-
center-in-mount-carmel-area/article_fd9536c3-b4f4-41ce-b0a6-98b8fa228aeb.html  
 
Shamokin News-Item: PPL reveals preferred route for Allenwood transmission project 
https://www.newsitem.com/news/local/ppl-reveals-preferred-route-for-allenwood-transmission-
project/article_67ac2ae3-cd0e-578e-867a-a40a4f6990e0.html  
 
WKOK: Penn State Extension To Discuss Data Center Trends Tonight in Online Meeting 
https://www.wkok.com/penn-state-extension-to-discuss-data-center-trends-tonight-in-online-meeting/  
 
Shamokin News-Item: Mount Carmel Township approves data center ordinance as residents seek 
additional safeguards 
https://www.newsitem.com/news/local/mount-carmel-township-approves-data-center-ordinance-as-
residents-seek-additional-safeguards/article_0ccb3e6f-8300-4509-8f42-51d83197ae87.html  
 
Centre Daily Times: Data centers are inspiring bipartisanship, for now (Editorial) 
https://www.centredaily.com/opinion/us-viewpoints/article317781009.html  
 
Milton Standard-Journal: East Buffalo Township passes ordinance regulating data centers 
https://www.standard-journal.com/news/local/east-buffalo-township-passes-ordinance-regulating-
data-centers/article_48774397-e017-4589-b36a-d403cf216e93.html  
 
Sunbury Daily Item: East Buffalo Twp. Adopts final data center ordinance 
https://www.dailyitem.com/news/east-buffalo-township-adopts-final-data-center-
ordinance/article_725fa36e-3bcb-4ce2-992f-bd0cb8908332.html  
 
Sunbury Daily Item: Work at data center site without approval raises concerns (Editorial) 
https://www.dailyitem.com/opinion/work-at-data-center-site-without-approval-raises-
concerns/article_d676e302-d9ac-4440-be97-8f1638971fdb.html  
 
Daily Local: State Rep. Pielli’s data center regulation bill passes state house 
https://www.dailylocal.com/2026/10/27/state-rep-piellis-data-center-regulation-bill-passes-state-
house/ 
 
The Philadelphia Inquirer: Radnor is weighing strict regulations on data centers as the facilities crop up 
across Pa. 
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https://www.inquirer.com/news/pennsylvania/radnor-data-center-development-regulations-
20261027.html 
 
 
Energy 
 
WESA: Why is generator demand booming across Pittsburgh? 
https://www.wesanews.org/environment-energy/2026-10-27/generators-pittsburgh-power-outage-
weather-utility 
 
TribLive: Retired Armstrong County electric plant part of state reactivation study 
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/retired-armstrong-county-electric-plant-part-of-state-
reactivation-study/ 
 
The Philadelphia Inquirer: U.S. offers Constellation $5 billion financing to spur nuclear 
https://www.inquirer.com/business/constellation-administration-financing-nuclear-reactor-upgrades-
limerick-20261027.html 
 
WHYY: Trump’s heating oil release unlikely to ease sky-high prices in Pennsylvania, experts say 
https://whyy.org/articles/trump-heating-oil-release-pennsylvania-utility-bill-hike/ 
 
 
Mining 
 
Shamokin News-Item: Research examines why government efforts to stop Centralia mine fire fell short 
https://www.newsitem.com/news/local/research-examines-why-government-efforts-to-stop-centralia-
mine-fire-fell-short/article_e768cd53-afae-4b0e-8e73-1bededa3e78e.html  
 
 
Oil and Gas 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Why EQT wants to acquire Range Resources 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2026/10/26/why-eqt-wants-to-acquire-range-
resources.html 
 
WTAE: Pennsylvania-based EQT says it's buying Range Resources 
https://www.wtae.com/article/eqt-range-resources-natural-gas/74248912 
 
WESA: EQT to become largest U.S. gas company with purchase of Range Resources 
https://www.wesanews.org/environment-energy/2026-10-26/eqt-u-s-largest-gas-company-purchase-
range-resources 
 
TribLive: EQT moves to acquire Range Resources in $13B stock deal 
https://triblive.com/business/eqt-to-buy-range-resources-in-50-billion-deal-to-create-nations-largest-
national-gas-firm/ 
 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: EQT to buy Range Resources in all-stock Appalachian blockbuster deal 
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https://www.post-gazette.com/business/powersource/2026/10/26/eqt-range-resources-
acquisition/stories/202610260022 
 
Indiana Gazette: IUP town hall to take aim at 'crisis' involving abandoned oil and gas wells 
https://www.indianagazette.com/news/iup_news/iup-town-hall-to-take-aim-at-crisis-involving-
abandoned-oil-and-gas-wells/article_1d52d7b8-c089-4c36-8e94-cea0c2234597.html 
 
 
PFAS 
 
Sunbury Daily Item: Lawmakers have time to make firefighting safer (Editorial) 
https://www.dailyitem.com/opinion/editorial-lawmakers-have-time-to-make-firefighting-
safer/article_3da00bbc-8213-4408-b889-4ca1da9ff967.html  
 
 
Waste 
 
Lebtown: Lebanon city to begin leaf collection on Monday, Nov. 2 
https://lebtown.com/2026/10/27/lebanon-city-to-begin-leaf-collection-on-monday-nov-
2/?lts=9q6scxkw9y 
 
Lewistown Sentinel: Glass recycling rates in Pa., other states trail behind national average 
https://www.lewistownsentinel.com/news/pa-news-apwire/2026/10/glass-recycling-rates-in-pa-other-
states-trail-behind-national-average/ 
 
Sunbury Daily Item: Dump unused, expired meds this weekend 
https://www.dailyitem.com/opinion/dump-unused-expired-meds-this-weekend/article_bcf158d8-3ceb-
4d7c-b786-7eb261937a3e.html  
 
 
Water 
 
Altoona Mirror: Altoona Water Authority approves interconnection deal to provide Tyrone backup 
https://www.altoonamirror.com/news/local-news/2026/10/altoona-water-authority-approves-
interconnection-deal-to-provide-tyrone-backup/ 
 
WITF: Susquehanna River improvements help Chesapeake Bay reach highest grade yet 
https://www.witf.org/2026/10/27/susquehanna-river-improvements-help-chesapeake-bay-reach-
highest-grade-yet/ 
 
Bloomsburg Press-Enterprise: Company begins work on Berwick flood woes 
https://www.pressenterpriseonline.com/news/2026/10/26/1/company-begins-work-berwick-flood-
woes  
 
NCPA.com: Lewisburg’s College Park water tank getting new $975k roof 
https://www.northcentralpa.com/news/lewisburg-s-college-park-water-tank-getting-new-975-000-
roof/article_f901bf9a-2a8a-4030-a11a-098d74bbb77e.html  
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Miscellaneous 
 
WJAC: Strong harvest meets rising diesel costs as Pennsylvania farmers feel the squeeze 
https://wjactv.com/news/local/strong-harvest-meets-rising-diesel-costs-as-local-farmers-feel-the-
squeeze 
 
WESA: Trump’s heating oil release unlikely to ease sky-high prices in Pennsylvania, experts say 
https://www.wesanews.org/environment-energy/2026-10-27/trumps-oil-release-sky-high-prices-in-pa 
 
TribLive: Hempfield gas station plan wins approval despite neighbors’ objections 
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/hempfield-gas-station-plan-wins-approval-despite-neighbors-
objections/ 
 
WFMZ: $232M I-80 expansion project underway in Monroe County 
https://www.wfmz.com/news/area/poconos-coal/monroe-county/232m-i-80-expansion-project-
underway-in-monroe-county/article_e4524457-d5d2-4d19-959d-23aec866e817.html#tncms-
source=More-from-newsroom-(right-column) 
 
Morning Call: Yet another pharmaceutical company comes to the Lehigh Valley. Take a look inside 
Glenmark’s new distribution hub 
https://www.mcall.com/2026/10/27/pharmaceutical-company-lehigh-valley-glenmark/ 
 
Gettysburg Times: Adams County Planting Partnership celebrates distribution of 100,000 seedlings 
https://www.gettysburgtimes.com/news/basket/adams-county-planting-partnership-celebrates-
distribution-of-100-000-seedlings/article_8624998a-92e1-406d-983c-38adbd95415e.html 
 
Centre Daily Times: Voters are becoming unhappy with the high cost of green schemes (Editorial) 
https://www.centredaily.com/opinion/us-viewpoints/article317780017.html  
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