Some clips may be behind a paywall. If Regional employees need access to these clips, please contact
your Regional Communications Manager (NWRO — Tom Decker; NCRO — Megan Lehman; NERO — Patti
Monahan; SERO — Robyn Briggs; SCRO — John Repetz; SWRO — Laina Aquiline). If Central Office staff (and
others outside of DEP) need access to these clips, please email me at brandongla@pa.gov

Top DEP Stories

WPXI: State, local leaders celebrate 500th abandoned well capped during Shapiro Administration
https://www.wpxi.com/news/local/state-local-leaders-celebrate-500th-abandoned-well-capped-during-
shapiro-administration/GEQHCJFYKRFOFKY7NS26IBBRBM/

My Chesco.com: Pennsylvania Plugs 500th Abandoned Well as Cleanup Expands
https://www.mychesco.com/a/news/pennsylvania/pennsylvania-plugs-500th-abandoned-well-as-
cleanup-expands/

Mentions

WHYY: Hundreds of rain gardens and ‘green’ projects later, what is Philly’s next plan to stop raw sewage
from spilling into local waterways?
https://whyy.org/articles/philadelphia-green-stormwater-sewage-rain-gardens/

Republican Herald: A timeline of ICE’s abandoned plan to house detainees in Tremont warehouse
https://www.republicanherald.com/2026/10/23/a-timeline-of-ices-abandoned-plan-to-house-
detainees-in-tremont-warehouse/

Conservation and Recreation

WIJAC: Bike riders take advantage of Inclined Plane trails
https://wjactv.com/news/local/bike-riders-take-advantage-of-inclined-plane-trails

Tribune-Democrat: 'We’ve accomplished a lot': Stonycreek-Conemaugh River Improvement Project
celebrates 35th anniversary

https://www.tribdem.com/news/local news/we-ve-accomplished-a-lot-stonycreek-conemaugh-river-
improvement-project-celebrates-35th-anniversary/article 7a105f99-5a6e-4995-80c0-
02f13d1ce852.html

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: Deadly landslide on Great Allegheny Passage raises safety and economic
concerns in Fayette County
https://www.post-gazette.com/local/region/2026/10/25/gap-trail-landslide-
connellsville/stories/202610220059

Daily American: Bollman Bridge to receive grant funding for rehabilitation
https://www.dailyamerican.com/story/news/local/2026/10/26/c2p2-grant-funds-to-go-toward-
bollman-bridge-rehabilitation-somerset-county-pa/92382398007/
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Erie Times: Feedback Sought For Planning The Future Of Presque Isle, Erie Bluffs, Tom Ridge
Environmental Center
https://www.goerie.com/story/lifestyle/presque-isle/2026/10/25/presque-isle-pa-erie-bluffs-ridge-
center-feedback-sought-for-future-in-master-plan/92396036007/

WIET-TV: Mysterious Moss program ends with Presque Isle hike
https://www.yourerie.com/news/local-news/mysterious-moss-program-ends-with-presque-isle-hike/

WOLF: Fall foliage peaks across parts of Pennsylvania; some NEPA color is fading
https://fox56.com/news/local/fall-foliage-peaks-across-parts-of-pennsylvania-nepa-color-is-fading

Morning Call: This year’s fall foliage season ‘one of the most impressive’ in recent memory. Here’s when
the Lehigh Valley will reach peak
https://www.mcall.com/2026/10/24/this-years-fall-foliage-season-one-of-the-most-impressive-in-
recent-memory-heres-when-the-lehigh-valley-will-reach-peak/

Data Centers

WIJAC: Huntingdon Co. residents voice concerns on proposed data center
https://wjactv.com/news/local/huntingdon-co-residents-voice-concerns-on-proposed-data-center

Tribune-Democrat: ELECTION 2026 | Shapiro says his data center order, Somerset County's restrictions
can work together

https://www.tribdem.com/news/local news/election-2026-shapiro-says-his-data-center-order-
somerset-countys-restrictions-can-work-together/article 3cdff092-5aca-4386-9d4f-2fa8d64e9957.html

Erie Times: Kelly, opponent Wagner share views on Al, data centers
https://www.goerie.com/story/news/politics/elections/2026/10/26/ai-data-centers-rep-mike-kelly-
wont-support-overregulation/92290016007/

Pennlive: Pa. eclipses 80 sites targeted for new data centers statewide. We’ve mapped, tracked each
one
https://www.pennlive.com/business/2026/10/pa-eclipses-80-sites-targeted-for-new-data-centers-
statewide-weve-mapped-tracked-each-one.html

Pennlive: Pa.’s data center boom, tracked and mapped
https://www.pennlive.com/news/2026/07/pas-data-center-boom-tracked-and-mapped.html

Pennlive: Data center developer offering $10K to each resident strains to sway skeptics in open house
https://www.pennlive.com/news/2026/10/data-center-developer-offering-10k-to-each-resident-
strains-to-sway-skeptics-in-open-house.html

Pennlive: Data centers, warehouses and hundreds of homes planned in central Pa.
https://www.pennlive.com/business/2026/10/data-centers-warehouses-and-hundreds-of-homes-
planned-in-central-pa.html

Huntingdon Daily News: Expert talks data center potential impacts
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https://www.huntingdondailynews.com/news/local/

Standard Speaker: Project Hazlenut organizers host educational open house
https://www.standardspeaker.com/2026/10/23/project-hazlenut-organizers-host-educational-open-

house/

Lehighvalleylive: Pa. eclipses 80 sites targeted for new data centers statewide. We’ve mapped, tracked
each one
https://www.lehighvalleylive.com/business/2026/10/pa-eclipses-80-sites-targeted-for-new-data-
centers-statewide-weve-mapped-tracked-each-one.html

Environmental Cleanup and Brownfields

Carlisle Sentinel: Negotiations are underway with companies interested in redeveloping Frog Switch
https://cumberlink.com/news/local/article 8f3ac3fb-fef7-4cfe-8479-50df96707ace.html

Mining

The News-Item: Mount Carmel Township seeks further action on Locust Gap mine fire
https://www.newsitem.com/news/local/mount-carmel-township-seeks-further-action-on-locust-gap-
mine-fire/article 50bb19fb-2ab9-4fe6-a0a7-087534a150f5.html

Oil and Gas

Allegheny Front: How a rollback of methane rules for oil and gas wells could impact the climate and
public health
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/epa-rollback-methane-rules-oil-gas-wells-climate-public-health/

Pittsburgh Business Times: EQT to acquire Range Resources in S50B all-stock deal
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2026/10/26/eqt-to-acquire-range-resources-in-all-stock-
deal.html

Erie Times: How much National Fuel gas rates are going up in NW Pennsylvania
https://www.goerie.com/story/news/local/2026/10/25/national-fuel-gas-pennsylvania-public-utility-
commission-natural/92394539007/

PFAS

WESA: Pennsylvania restricts use of PFAS chemicals in firefighting foam
https://www.wesanews.org/environment-energy/2026-10-26/pfas-chemical-firefighting-foam

Sharon Herald: Chemicals posing health risks banned by Pa. Legislature from IV bags, firefighting foam
https://www.sharonherald.com/news/local news/chemicals-posing-health-risks-banned-by-pa-
legislature-from-iv-bags-firefighting-foam/article 0a3e3321-fa67-5b0f-b348-3fa34145550f.html
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Waste

AXIOS: Pittsburgh startup swaps plastic pill bottles for paper
https://www.axios.com/local/pittsburgh/2026/10/26/parcel-health-paper-pill-bottles

KDKA: Gillece to pay $700,000 in restitution to settle allegations of costly unnecessary work
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/gillece-settlement-restitution-sewer-pipe-replacement/

FOX43: City of York announces leaf collection schedule
https://www.fox43.com/article/news/local/york-county/city-of-york-announces-leaf-collection-
schedule/521-2561be52-2abe-465f-9be3-857e8ce22e4c

Water

Meadville Tribune: 'Pretty deplorable' appearance of tanks draws attention from MAWA board
https://www.meadvilletribune.com/news/pretty-deplorable-appearance-of-tanks-draws-attention-
from-mawa-board/article fOefc19a-b9e9-46dc-8453-ababfd641fba.html

The Philadelphia Inquirer: A dam is removed, but the Brandywine’s battle against flooding may never
end
https://www.inquirer.com/news/brandywine-flooding-ida-20261024.html

WHYY: Princeton University alumni use new technology to treat microplastics at Atlantic City
wastewater plant
https://whyy.org/articles/microplastics-treatment-technology-atlantic-city-new-jersey-princeton-
alumni

Morning Call: Controversial Interstate 80 widening project in Poconos set to begin. First phase will take 6
years
https://www.mcall.com/2026/10/24/penndot-gets-ready-to-begin-controversial-i-80-project-in-the-

poconos/

Miscellaneous

Pittsburgh Business Times: Mitsubishi Electric opens $86M switchgear plant in Beaver County
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2026/10/23/meppi-new-plant-beaver-county-

opens.html

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: More rain is expected after bad flooding in the Four Corners region led to
rescues and evacuations
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/weather-news/2026/10/24/rain-flooding-four-corners-rescues-
evacuations-colorado-new-mexico/stories/202610240056
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Mon Valley Independent: As Pennsylvania’s legislature wraps up its session, many bipartisan bills are
poised to fail
https://www.monvalleyindependent.com/2026/10/26/many-bipartisan-bills-in-pa-are-poised-to-fail-as-
legislature-session-wraps-up/

TribLive: Perryopolis-area archaeological dig that uncovered prehistoric use called ‘significant find’
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/perryopolis-area-archaeological-dig-uncovers-
prehistoric-use-a-significant-find/

Altoona Mirror: Train derails near Mill Run
https://www.altoonamirror.com/news/local-news/2026/10/train-derails-near-mill-run/

WTAJ: 11 train cars derail in Altoona near Mill Run, Norfolk Southern says
https://www.wtaj.com/news/local-news/train-derailed-in-blair-county-crews-on-scene/

The Philadelphia Inquirer: Halloween costumes have a spooky environmental impact. Swaps are a way
to reduce waste and recycle
https://www.inquirer.com/business/halloween-costumes-trash-waste-environment-recycle-swap-
20261025.html

The Philadelphia inquirer: More cars, containers, and cranes: What to know about ‘the largest
expansion’ in Philly port’s history
https://www.inquirer.com/business/philaport-philadelphia-port-expansion-josh-shapiro-funding-jobs-
20261026.html

Daily Local: Farmers, state officials tout $2 million wine investment amid farmland pressures
https://www.dailylocal.com/2026/10/25/farmers-state-officials-tout-2-million-wine-investment-amid-
farmland-pressures/

Scranton Times: Partitioned fishing pier at Lackawanna State Park sparks accessibility concerns
https://www.thetimes-tribune.com/2026/10/23/partitioned-fishing-pier-at-lackawanna-state-park-
sparks-accessibility-concerns/
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