Some clips may be behind a paywall. If Regional employees need access to these clips, please contact
your Regional Communications Manager (NWRO — Tom Decker; NCRO — Megan Lehman; NERO — Patti
Monahan; SERO — Robyn Briggs; SCRO — John Repetz; SWRO — Laina Aquiline). If Central Office staff (and
others outside of DEP) need access to these clips, please email me at brandongla@pa.gov

Top DEP Stories

The Sentinel: Shapiro administration marks 500th orphan well plugged
https://cumberlink.com/news/community/article 1f78f062-426f-52f4-8342-cce69673b2d0.html

Mentions

WTAE: Water issues reported at several Stackhouse Management properties in western PA
https://www.wtae.com/article/water-issues-several-stackhouse-management-properties-western-

pa/74224721

The Philadelphia Inquirer: Port Richmond’s 48-foot-tall pile of industrial waste is finally getting cleaned
up

https://www.inguirer.com/news/philadelphia/epa-franklin-slag-pile-philadelphia-cleanup-
20261022.html

Air

TribLive: U.S. Steel advances $3B Mon Valley project despite pollution concerns of residents,
environmental groups
https://triblive.com/news/health-now/u-s-steel-advances-3b-mon-valley-project-despite-pollution-
concerns-of-residents-environmental-groups/

KDKA: U.S. Steel to invest more than $2 billion in new hot strip mill in Braddock
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/u-s-steel-hot-strip-mill-braddock/

Climate Change

The Philadelphia Inquirer: A climate disaster rises in Western Pa. Jared Kushner is here for it
https://www.inquirer.com/opinion/hyperscale-data-center-gas-plant-fossil-fuels-pollution-climate-
change-20261022.html

Conservation and Recreation

TribLive: Winnie Palmer Nature Reserve at Saint Vincent College marks 2 decades of conservation
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/winnie-palmer-nature-reserve-at-saint-vincent-college-marks-
2-decades-of-conservation/
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FOX43: Lancaster Conservancy to add over 20 acres to Climbers Run Nature Center
https://www.fox43.com/article/sports/outdoors/lancaster-conservancy-to-add-over-20-acres-to-
climbers-run-nature-center/521-dc98eb3c-4a6d-4988-863d-6f83a2312cc7

Bradford Era: Bill would expand mass timber production
https://www.bradfordera.com/2026/10/22/bill-expand-mass-timber-production/

Butler Eagle: Freeport Trail receives $600,000 grant for pedestrian bridge to connect to 2 others in
Westmoreland County
https://www.butlereagle.com/20261022/freeport-trail-receives-600000-grant-for-pedestrian-bridge-to-
connect-to-2-others-in-westmoreland/

Indiana Gazette: Gallitzin State Forest roads among those being opened by DCNR
https://www.indianagazette.com/news/community news/gallitzin-state-forest-roads-among-those-
being-opened-by-dcnr/article 63d45283-3d7d-4453-a513-d3d628a5c06c.html

Data Centers

TribLive: Upper Burrell supervisors pass data center ordinance
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/upper-burrell-supervisors-pass-data-center-ordinance/

WESA: Upper Burrell Township puts limits on data centers with new ordinance
https://www.wesanews.org/development-transportation/2026-10-22/upper-burrell-township-puts-
limits-on-data-centers-with-new-ordinance

Pennlive: Pa. borough denies new data center proposal in unanimous vote
https://www.pennlive.com/news/2026/10/pa-borough-denies-new-data-center-proposal-in-
unanimous-voite.html|

York Daily Record: Conewago Township planners to consider new data center rules Monday
https://www.ydr.com/story/news/data-center/2026/10/23/proposed-data-center-rules-on-agenda-for-
conewago-township-planners/92380229007/

Altoona Mirror: Taylor Township OKs ordinance to regulate possible data center
https://www.altoonamirror.com/news/local-news/2026/10/taylor-oks-ordinance-to-regulate-data-

center/

Warren Times: Lawmakers approve school cell phone ban but punt on skill games, data centers
https://www.timesobserver.com/news/local-news/2026/10/lawmakers-approve-school-cell-phone-ban-
but-punt-on-skill-games-data-centers/

Scranton Times: ‘This is our town’: Residents cheer denial of Wildcat Ridge data centers
https://www.thetimes-tribune.com/2026/10/21/archbald-council-unanimously-denies-wildcat-ridge-
data-center-campus/

WVIA: Archbald council unanimously denies zoning for hyperscale data center campus in boroug


https://www.fox43.com/article/sports/outdoors/lancaster-conservancy-to-add-over-20-acres-to-climbers-run-nature-center/521-dc98eb3c-4a6d-4988-863d-6f83a2312cc7
https://www.fox43.com/article/sports/outdoors/lancaster-conservancy-to-add-over-20-acres-to-climbers-run-nature-center/521-dc98eb3c-4a6d-4988-863d-6f83a2312cc7
https://www.bradfordera.com/2026/10/22/bill-expand-mass-timber-production/
https://www.butlereagle.com/20261022/freeport-trail-receives-600000-grant-for-pedestrian-bridge-to-connect-to-2-others-in-westmoreland/
https://www.butlereagle.com/20261022/freeport-trail-receives-600000-grant-for-pedestrian-bridge-to-connect-to-2-others-in-westmoreland/
https://www.indianagazette.com/news/community_news/gallitzin-state-forest-roads-among-those-being-opened-by-dcnr/article_63d45283-3d7d-4453-a513-d3d628a5c06c.html
https://www.indianagazette.com/news/community_news/gallitzin-state-forest-roads-among-those-being-opened-by-dcnr/article_63d45283-3d7d-4453-a513-d3d628a5c06c.html
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/upper-burrell-supervisors-pass-data-center-ordinance/
https://www.wesanews.org/development-transportation/2026-10-22/upper-burrell-township-puts-limits-on-data-centers-with-new-ordinance
https://www.wesanews.org/development-transportation/2026-10-22/upper-burrell-township-puts-limits-on-data-centers-with-new-ordinance
https://www.pennlive.com/news/2026/10/pa-borough-denies-new-data-center-proposal-in-unanimous-voite.html
https://www.pennlive.com/news/2026/10/pa-borough-denies-new-data-center-proposal-in-unanimous-voite.html
https://www.ydr.com/story/news/data-center/2026/10/23/proposed-data-center-rules-on-agenda-for-conewago-township-planners/92380229007/
https://www.ydr.com/story/news/data-center/2026/10/23/proposed-data-center-rules-on-agenda-for-conewago-township-planners/92380229007/
https://www.altoonamirror.com/news/local-news/2026/10/taylor-oks-ordinance-to-regulate-data-center/
https://www.altoonamirror.com/news/local-news/2026/10/taylor-oks-ordinance-to-regulate-data-center/
https://www.timesobserver.com/news/local-news/2026/10/lawmakers-approve-school-cell-phone-ban-but-punt-on-skill-games-data-centers/
https://www.timesobserver.com/news/local-news/2026/10/lawmakers-approve-school-cell-phone-ban-but-punt-on-skill-games-data-centers/
https://www.thetimes-tribune.com/2026/10/21/archbald-council-unanimously-denies-wildcat-ridge-data-center-campus/
https://www.thetimes-tribune.com/2026/10/21/archbald-council-unanimously-denies-wildcat-ridge-data-center-campus/

https://www.wvia.org/news/local/2026-10-21/archbald-council-unanimously-denies-zoning-for-
hyperscale-data-center-campus-in-borough

Scranton Times: Dickson City company buys portion of Sugarman’s Plaza in Eynon for $3.4M
https://www.thetimes-tribune.com/2026/10/21/dickson-city-company-buys-portion-of-sugarmans-
plaza-in-eynon-for-3-4m/

Morning Call: This Lehigh Valley township thinks it’s time to start regulating more than hyperscale data
centers
https://www.mcall.com/2026/10/23/this-lehigh-valley-township-thinks-its-time-to-start-regulating-
more-than-hyperscale-data-centers/

Morning Call: Parkland joins opposition against data center across from high school; a ‘ticking time
bomb,” member says
https://www.mcall.com/2026/10/21/parkland-joins-opposition-against-data-center-across-from-high-
school-a-ticking-time-bomb-member-says/

Citizens Voice: Plains Twp. commissioners reject data center overlay district
https://www.citizensvoice.com/2026/10/22/plains-twp-commissioners-reject-data-center-overlay-

district/

The Philadelphia Inquirer: Amid ongoing data center fight in King of Prussia, this developer is eyeing
another Montco town
https://www.inquirer.com/news/pennsylvania/kop-west-conshohocken-data-center-developer-brian-
oneill-20261023.htm]|

Bloomsburg Press-Enterprise: Developer wins his appeal on data center
https://www.pressenterpriseonline.com/news/2026/10/23/1/developer-wins-his-appeal-data-center

Williamsport Sun-Gazette: More details for Allenwood data center proposal surface
https://www.sungazette.com/news/top-news/2026/10/more-details-for-allenwood-data-center-
proposal-surface/

Williamsport Sun-Gazette: Lawmakers approve school cell phone ban, but punt on skill games, data
centers
https://www.sungazette.com/news/top-news/2026/10/lawmakers-approve-school-cell-phone-ban-but-
punt-on-skill-games-data-centers/

Energy

Allegheny Front: With a trifecta, Pennsylvania Democrats would pass energy reforms and rein in data
centers
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/pennsylvania-democrats-trifecta-energy-reforms-data-centers/

WPXI: Electricity rate hikes could become more common as US sees record demand for power
https://www.wpxi.com/news/local/electricity-rate-hikes-could-become-more-common-us-sees-record-
demand-power/RQMZIDCVDFERPPMQ46RBTKEXCY/
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Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: Regulators deny FirstEnergy's idea for controlling electric bills among shopping
customers
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/powersource/2026/10/22/firstenergy-electric-bills-
shopping/stories/202610220077

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: Westinghouse is adding more fuel to a nuclear revival ahead of IPO
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/powersource/2026/10/22/westinghouse-nuclear-revival-
ipo/stories/202610220040

Bedford Gazette: Today’s inflation is really an energy shock
https://www.bedfordgazette.com/news/local/today-s-inflation-is-really-an-energy-
shock/article e52b8a09-e370-40a0-a468-44bcelcc60e2.html

The Derrick: Foreign exchange, local students find Drake Energy Forum to be a real learning experience
https://www.thederrick.com/news/front page/foreign-exchange-local-students-find-drake-energy-
forum-to-be-a-real-learning-experience/article 47aa3bc6-ca22-44d2-bd93-05e97b0217fa.html

The Philadelphia Inquirer: Pa.’s largest electric company seeks new protections for customers who shop
for suppliers
https://www.inquirer.com/business/electricity-energy-firstenergy-pennsylvania-utility-regulators-
suppliers-consumer-protections-price-20261023.html

Williamsport Sun-Gazette: Farmers’ woes reiterate need for energy (Editorial)
https://www.sungazette.com/opinion/editorials/2026/10/farmers-woes-reiterate-need-for-energy/

Environmental Cleanup and Brownfields

WHYY: How will the EPA excavate 68,000 cubic yards of toxic material from a contaminated site in Port
Richmond?
https://whyy.org/articles/epa-cleanup-superfund-site-toxic-slag-port-richmond-philadelphia/

Oil and Gas

Williamsport Sun-Gazette: Montoursville company makes coaster seats, oil and gas well liners, and more
https://www.sungazette.com/news/top-news/2026/10/montoursville-company-makes-coaster-seats-
oil-and-gas-well-liners-more/

PFAS

Tribune-Democrat: Chemicals posing health risks banned by Pa. Legislature from IV bags, firefighting
foam
https://www.tribdem.com/news/chemicals-posing-health-risks-banned-by-pa-legislature-from-iv-bags-
firefighting-foam/article 7ec2ff3b-b6c3-57d8-9f18-8ff03937351e.html
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Sunbury Daily Item: Chemicals posing health risks banned by PA legislature from IV bags, firefighting
foam
https://www.dailyitem.com/cnhi_network/chemicals-posing-health-risks-banned-by-pa-legislature-
from-iv-bags-firefighting-foam/article d9efae2e-b646-5652-9762-523ec7d068al.html

Vector Management

Altoona Mirror: Blair County will apply for grant for mosquito control
https://www.altoonamirror.com/news/local-news/2026/10/blair-county-will-apply-for-grant-for-
mosquito-control/

Waste

TribLive: Alcosan breaks ground on $1B Ohio River sewer tunnel
https://triblive.com/local/alcosan-breaks-ground-on-1b-ohio-river-sewer-tunnel/

Pittsburgh Business Times: Alcosan breaks ground on $1B Ohio River tunnel, largest infrastructure
project in county history
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2026/10/22/alcosan-ohio-river-tunnel-wet-weather-

project.html

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: Letter to the editor: County must defend air quality
https://www.post-gazette.com/local/2026/10/22/us-steel-braddock-strip-mill-
pollution/stories/202610150043

Latrobe Bulletin: Derry Borough authority manager says paving rule strains sewer-upgrade budget
https://www.latrobebulletinnews.com/news/derry-borough-authority-manager-says-paving-rule-
strains-sewer-upgrade-budget/article 61725564-7530-41d5-83aa-f3304aa5e667.html

Standard Speaker: Sludge incerator repaired at Greater Hazleton Joint Sewer Authority
https://www.standardspeaker.com/2026/10/22/sludge-incerator-repaired-at-greater-hazleton-joint-
sewer-authority/

WNEP: Monroe County tackles Styrofoam waste with new recycling machine
https://www.wnep.com/article/news/local/monroe-county/monroe-county-waste-authority-tackles-
styrofoam-waste-with-new-recycling-machine-blakeslee/523-e9e375ad-8741-44b1-83f5-
a32ff46cb06e?tbref=hp

Sunbury Daily ltem: Dump unused, expired meds this weekend
https://www.dailyitem.com/opinion/dump-unused-expired-meds-this-weekend/article bcf158d8-3ceb-
4d7c-b786-7eb261937a3e.html

Water

Altoona Mirror: Resident seeks help from Altoona Water Authority with sewer line collapse damage
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https://www.altoonamirror.com/news/local-news/2026/10/resident-seeks-help-from-altoona-water-
authority-with-sewer-line-collapse-damage/

Altoona Mirror: Altoona Water Authority to waive lien payments for redevelopment authority
properties
https://www.altoonamirror.com/news/local-news/2026/10/altoona-water-authority-to-waive-lien-
payments-for-redevelopment-authority-properties/

FOX43: Elizabethtown Water Authority secures $6M loan for major infrastructure upgrades
https://www.fox43.com/article/money/consumer/elizabethtown-water-authority-secures-6m-loan-for-
major-infrastructure-upgrades/521-f3edbbf2-ec7f-41b3-9b2d-4191259ac09e

FOX43: Upper Allen Township residents protest water tank proposal, demand transparency on site
choice
https://www.fox43.com/article/news/community/upper-allen-township-residents-protest-water-tank-
proposal-demand-transparency-on-site-choice/521-7cd666dd-d7fd-4ble-abbb-cd3f72723280

WNEP: First responders conduct flood levee drill in Wilkes-Barre
https://www.wnep.com/article/news/local/monroe-county/monroe-county-waste-authority-tackles-
styrofoam-waste-with-new-recycling-machine-blakeslee/523-e9e375ad-8741-44b1-83f5-
a32ff46cb06e?tbref=hp

WBRE: Emergency flood defense drills underway in Wilkes-Barre
https://www.2822news.com/news/emergency-flood-defense-drills-underway-in-wilkes-barre/

State College.com: State College Area Elementary School to reopen Friday after water main break
caused early dismissal
https://www.statecollege.com/articles/local-news/state-college-area-elementary-school-to-reopen-
friday-after-water-main-break-caused-early-dismissal/

Williamsport Sun-Gazette: Bald Eagle Township supervisors offer update on storm damage, repairs
https://www.sungazette.com/news/top-news/2026/10/bald-eagle-township-supervisors-offer-update-
on-storm-damage-repairs/

Sunbury Daily Item: Engineering study underway for proposed railroad bridge restoration for trail across
Susquehanna River
https://www.dailyitem.com/news/engineering-study-underway-for-proposed-railroad-bridge-
restoration-in-lewisburg/article b6e5b01a-6905-461c-b0ae-3fel12a2caf48.html

Miscellaneous

TribLive: Proposed Gas station along Route 30 in Hempfield gets another look from supervisors
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/proposed-gas-station-along-route-30-in-hempfield-gets-
another-look-from-supervisors/

Daily Courier: Residents voice concerns on proposed EH asphalt plant
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https://www.dailycourier.com/news/residents-voice-concerns-on-proposed-eh-asphalt-
plant/article e26376a6-d718-43ea-8267-64cc095dffb9.html

WPXI: Residents voice concerns over proposed asphalt plant in East Huntingdon Township
https://www.wpxi.com/news/local/concerned-residents-speak-out-over-proposed-asphalt-plant-east-
huntingdon-township/BSDVRW7V4NAQ3NZX5GJ3PNB7WQ/

WTAE: Residents continue to show concern over proposed East Huntingdon asphalt plant
https://www.wtae.com/article/pennsylvania-asphalt-plant-east-huntingdon/74222501

Lancaster Farming: Growing Agricultural Business Seeks Poultry Facility for Composting Operations
https://www.lancasterfarming.com/wanted-to-rent/pdf de66beef-2e0a-4927-b2c2-f919e9613f60.html



https://www.dailycourier.com/news/residents-voice-concerns-on-proposed-eh-asphalt-plant/article_e26376a6-d718-43ea-8267-64cc095dffb9.html
https://www.dailycourier.com/news/residents-voice-concerns-on-proposed-eh-asphalt-plant/article_e26376a6-d718-43ea-8267-64cc095dffb9.html
https://www.wpxi.com/news/local/concerned-residents-speak-out-over-proposed-asphalt-plant-east-huntingdon-township/BSDVRW7V4NAQ3NZX5GJ3PNB7WQ/
https://www.wpxi.com/news/local/concerned-residents-speak-out-over-proposed-asphalt-plant-east-huntingdon-township/BSDVRW7V4NAQ3NZX5GJ3PNB7WQ/
https://www.wtae.com/article/pennsylvania-asphalt-plant-east-huntingdon/74222501
https://www.lancasterfarming.com/wanted-to-rent/pdf_de66beef-2e0a-4927-b2c2-f919e9613f60.html

