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Top DEP Stories 
 
NorthcentralPA.com: Heller Dam spillway rehabilitation completed in Lycoming County 
https://www.northcentralpa.com/news/heller-dam-spillway-rehabilitation-completed-in-lycoming-
county/article_c9e30e1c-bb32-43a4-aa00-e74daf8a8225.html  
 
 
Mentions 
 
Inside Climate News: In Harrisburg, Advocates Rally for Tougher Rules on Fracking 
https://insideclimatenews.org/news/08102026/pennsylvania-natural-gas-well-buffers-data-centers/ 
 
Bradford Era: Oil cleanup continues after odors reported in downtown Bradford 
https://www.bradfordera.com/2026/10/07/oil-cleanup-continues-odors-reported-downtown-bradford/ 
 
Lock Haven Express: Searching for ‘slimy, shiny, brownish stuff’: A retiree’s quest to help track down 
Pa.’s abandoned oil wells 
https://www.lockhaven.com/news/local-news/2026/10/searching-for-slimy-shiny-brownish-stuff-a-
retirees-quest-to-help-track-down-pa-s-abandoned-oil-wells/  
 
The Philadelphia Inquirer: Contaminated fish prompts ‘do not eat’ advisory for Wissahickon and 
cancellation of Philly trout stocking 
https://www.inquirer.com/news/pennsylvania/do-not-eat-advisory-wissahickon-fish-trout-stocking-
philadelphia-20261008.html 
 
CBS3: DEP issues "do not eat" advisory for all fish in Wissahickon Creek basin after forever chemicals 
found 
https://www.cbsnews.com/philadelphia/news/wissahickon-creek-fish-forever-chemicals/ 
 
Philly Burbs: 'Do not eat': Pa. issues fish consumption advisory for Wissahickon Creek Basin 
https://www.phillyburbs.com/story/sports/outdoors/2026/10/07/do-not-eat-advisory-issued-for-
wissahickon-creek-dep-pa-fish-and-boat-commission-trout-stocking/92136130007/ 
 
PennWatch: “Do Not Eat Fish” Advisory Issued for Wissahickon Creek Basin 
https://pennwatch.org/do-not-eat-fish-advisory-issued-for-wissahickon-creek-basin/#google_vignette 
 
Fox29: 'Do Not Eat' advisory issued for all fish in Philadelphia-area creek 
https://www.fox29.com/news/do-not-eat-advisory-issued-all-fish-philadelphia-area-creek 
 
 
Climate Change 
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Allegheny Front: Clean air group weighs in on Gov. Shapiro joining lawsuit challenging EPA repeal of 
power plant climate rules 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/josh-shapiro-lawsuit-epa-repeal-of-power-plant-climate-pollution-
rules/ 
 
 
Conservation and Recreation 
 
Public Source: An orchard for all is taking root in Pittsburgh’s Highland Park 
https://www.publicsource.org/highland-park-public-orchard/ 
 
WJAC: Iron Run Stream in Saint Marys undergoes restoration to create better trout habitat 
https://wjactv.com/news/local/elk-co-stream-undergoes-restoration-creates-better-trout-habitat 
 
WTAE: Pennsylvania announces $81 million in grants for recreation and conservation 
https://www.wtae.com/article/pa-shapiro-major-investment-outdoor-recreation-60-counties/74068594 
 
CBS21: PA Department of Conservation allocates over $80 million to park projects across PA 
https://local21news.com/news/local/pa-department-of-conservation-allocated-over-80-million-to-park-
projects-across-pa-pennsylvania-impact-lifestyle-health-swatara-crossings-park-construction 
 
WGAL: Pennsylvania announces $81 million in grants for recreation and conservation 
https://www.wgal.com/article/pa-shapiro-major-investment-outdoor-recreation-60-counties/74062781 
 
CBS21: Conservation area in Paxton Township expands by 12 acres 
https://local21news.com/news/local/conservation-area-in-paxton-township-expands-by-12-acres-
pennsylvania-pa-paxton-township-big-boyd-tree-preserve-conservation-area-land-farm-commonwealth 
 
Lehighvalleylive: New trail segment in Lehigh Valley will connect to 1 of region’s biggest high schools 
https://www.lehighvalleylive.com/outdoors/2026/10/new-trail-segment-in-lehigh-valley-will-connect-
to-1-of-regions-biggest-high-schools.html 
 
Tri County Independent: Harvest study reveals hunters get almost half of the stocked pheasants 
https://www.tricountyindependent.com/story/sports/outdoors/2026/10/08/how-to-find-stocked-
pheasants-in-pennsylvania-this-fall-and-winter-by-the-game-commissi-for-hunters/92141802007/?gnt-
cfr=1&gca-cat=p&gca-uir=true&gca-epti=z114403e007010v114403d--44--b--44--&gca-ft=152&gca-
ds=sophi 
 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette: DCNR organizes a Walk in Penn’s Woods 
https://www.sungazette.com/news/outdoors/2026/10/dcnr-organizes-a-walk-in-penns-woods/  
 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette: Susquehanna Greenway Partnership completes an accessibility study of West 
Branch River Access Sites 
https://www.sungazette.com/news/outdoors/2026/10/susquehanna-greenway-partnership-completes-
an-accessibility-study-of-west-branch-river-access-sites/  
 
NorthcentralPA.com: Police: Copper pipes stolen from Montour Preserve bathroom 
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https://www.northcentralpa.com/news/police-copper-pipes-stolen-from-montour-preserve-
bathroom/article_701c1e98-35b7-49f0-a508-2b09ce22e9ca.html  
 
Centre Daily Times: Penn’s Cave is listed for sale. PA still weighing whether to acquire it, Shapiro says 
https://www.centredaily.com/news/local/community/penns-valley/article317491508.html  
 
 
Data Centers 
 
Mon Valley Independent: Charleroi moves forward with data center zoning changes 
https://www.monvalleyindependent.com/2026/10/08/charleroi-moves-forward-with-data-center-
zoning-changes/ 
 
Latrobe Bulletin: Citizen’s Bank slated to replace Unity Denny’s; planners move on data center guardrails 
https://www.latrobebulletinnews.com/news/citizen-s-bank-slated-to-replace-unity-denny-s-planners-
move-on-data-center-guardrails/article_0249b996-452d-463b-ac64-646d624b4590.html 
 
Daily American: Public hearing allowed residents to voice concerns about data centers 
https://www.dailyamerican.com/story/news/local/2026/10/01/somerset-county-pa-residents-ask-how-
will-data-centers-change-landscape-and-at-what-cost/92009593007/ 
 
Erie Times: Capitol rally pushes Pennsylvania data center moratorium 
https://www.goerie.com/story/news/politics/government/2026/10/07/pennsylvania-data-center-
moratorium-capitol-rally/ 
 
Butler Eagle: Middlesex Township working on updating zoning ordinance to address data centers 
https://www.butlereagle.com/20261008/middlesex-township-working-on-updating-zoning-ordinance-
to-address-data-centers/ 
 
New Castle News: Data centers targeted at Capitol rally as support sought from legislators, governor 
https://www.ncnewsonline.com/cnhi_network/data-centers-targeted-at-capitol-rally-as-support-
sought-from-legislators-governor/article_a6497644-6383-55d2-ab45-f8a392d3c361.html 
 
Warren Times: Disgust, frustration, concern over data centers unleashed 
https://www.timesobserver.com/news/local-news/2026/10/disgust-frustration-concern-over-data-
centers-unleashed/ 
 
Meadville Tribune: Data centers targeted at Capitol rally as support sought from legislators, governor 
https://www.meadvilletribune.com/news/data-centers-targeted-at-capitol-rally-as-support-sought-
from-legislators-governor/article_9c2c6c07-2c15-47ae-997f-ff80423c9b78.html 
 
Pennlive: Data centers are coming to our district — we need guardrails, not blank checks 
https://www.pennlive.com/opinion/2026/10/data-centers-are-coming-to-our-district-we-need-
guardrails-not-blank-checks-opinion.html 
 
WGAL: Residents push for oversight of proposed Dauphin County data centers 
https://www.wgal.com/article/residents-push-oversight-proposed-dauphin-county-data-
centers/74072094 
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Citizens Voice: Documents reveal $35 billion plan, locations for Newport Twp. data center campus 
https://www.citizensvoice.com/2026/10/08/documents-reveal-35-billion-plan-locations-for-newport-
twp-data-center-campus/ 
 
Times Leader: Newport Twp. data center developer responds to residents’ concerns 
https://www.timesleader.com/news/1761893/newport-twp-data-center-developer-responds-to-
residents-concerns 
 
Citizens Voice: Rep. Ryncavage: Newport Twp. residents may have ‘legal avenue’ to challenge data 
center ordinance 
https://www.citizensvoice.com/2026/10/06/rep-ryncavage-newport-twp-residents-may-have-legal-
avenue-to-challenge-data-center-ordinance/ 
 
Republican Herald: Planners designate sites in Tamaqua and Schuylkill Twp. suitable for data centers 
https://www.republicanherald.com/2026/10/07/planners-designate-sites-in-tamaqua-and-schuylkill-
twp-suitable-for-data-centers/ 
 
WOLF56: Tensions flare between attorneys at Throop Data Center Zoning hearing 
https://fox56.com/news/local/tensions-flare-at-throop-data-center-zoning-hearing 
 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette: Williamsport City Council finalizes draft zoning ordinance for data centers.   
https://www.sungazette.com/news/top-news/2026/10/williamsport-city-council-finalizes-draft-zoning-
ordinance-for-data-centers/  
 
Lock Haven Express: Pa.’s Environmental Rights Amendment is the focus of a Lycoming County data 
center fight 
https://www.lockhaven.com/news/local-news/2026/10/pa-s-environmental-rights-amendment-is-the-
focus-of-a-lycoming-county-data-center-fight/  
 
NorthcentralPA.com: Culver, Penn State Extension to host virtual data center info session 
https://www.northcentralpa.com/news/culver-penn-state-extension-to-host-virtual-data-center-info-
session/article_e4eceb57-2c1a-41ed-b93d-bbf859bd720f.html  
 
Centre Daily Times: I went to a data center party because I know you're curious | Opinion 
https://www.centredaily.com/opinion/article317494021.html  
 
Sunbury Daily Item: Data centers targeted at Capitol rally as support sought from legislators, governor 
https://www.dailyitem.com/cnhi_network/data-centers-targeted-at-capitol-rally-as-support-sought-
from-legislators-governor/article_533987c8-1d7d-57b7-86e7-197d02c45a6d.html  
 
Pottstown Mercury: Plan for data center in Coventry Mall withdrawn 
https://www.pottsmerc.com/2026/10/08/plan-for-data-center-in-coventry-mall-withdrawn/ 
 
 
Energy 
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Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: Duquesne Light union negotiations bring guarded hope that strike could soon 
end 
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/powersource/2026/10/07/dlc-strike-duquesne-light-ibew-
local-29-negotiations/stories/202610070058 
 
Pennlive: Pennsylvania has the energy. Now it needs the policies to deliver it 
https://www.pennlive.com/opinion/2026/10/pennsylvania-has-the-energy-now-it-needs-the-policies-
to-deliver-it-opinion.html 
 
Lancaster Online: Pa. House passes bill requiring electricity companies to store energy for demand 
spikes 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/politics/pa-house-passes-bill-requiring-electricity-companies-to-
store-energy-for-demand-spikes/article_561b048d-4c49-426c-997f-a0f04cb404a6.html 
 
 
Mining 
 
WPXI: Man rescued from mine in Westmoreland County 
https://www.wpxi.com/news/local/man-rescued-mine-westmoreland-
county/TRGU3ODKFVGRFB5DYKHTRNYA5M/ 
 
KDKA: Worker stuck in underground quarry for more than 1 hour rescued in Pittsburgh area 
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/worker-rescued-underground-quarry-derry-township-
westmoreland-county/ 
 
 
Oil and Gas 
 
KDKA: Woman in Pennsylvania diagnosed with alpha-gal syndrome after tick bite 
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/alpha-gal-syndrome-meat-allergy-explained/ 
 
 
PFAS 
 
WJAC: PA lawmakers advance bill to ban 'forever chemicals' in firefighting foam 
https://wjactv.com/news/local/pa-lawmakers-advance-bill-to-ban-forever-chemicals-in-firefighting-
foam 
 
Bradford Era: Senate approves bill limiting PFAS in firefighting foam 
https://www.bradfordera.com/2026/10/07/senate-approves-bill-limiting-pfas-firefighting-foam/ 
 
New Castle News: PFAS banned from firefighting foam, with exceptions, in Pa. Senate bill 
https://www.ncnewsonline.com/pennsylvania/news/pfas-banned-from-firefighting-foam-with-
exceptions-in-pa-senate-bill/article_461e94c6-43f5-5dda-ad75-8b191a588b57.html 
 
Sunbury Daily Item: PFAS banned from firefighting foam, with exceptions, in Pa. Senate bill 
https://www.dailyitem.com/cnhi_network/pfas-banned-from-firefighting-foam-with-exceptions-in-pa-
senate-bill/article_dfe676ff-94ca-5720-9323-ec377129f3f5.html  
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Waste 
 
KDKA: $4.5 billion project to build tunnels under Pittsburgh's rivers finally underway 
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/tunnels-under-pittsburgh-rivers-alcosan/ 
 
Lebtown: West Lebanon talks trash hauling issues, zoning ordinance updates 
https://lebtown.com/2026/10/08/west-lebanon-talks-trash-hauling-issues-zoning-ordinance-
updates/?lts=g0rcptmwwk 
 
Scranton Times: Lawsuit aims to void $1 transfer of Lackawanna Recycling Center ownership 
https://www.thetimes-tribune.com/2026/08/05/lawsuit-aims-to-void-1-transfer-of-lackawanna-
recycling-center-ownership/ 
 
NorthcentralPA.com: Police: Workers find gun among recyclables at waste center 
https://www.northcentralpa.com/news/police-workers-find-gun-among-recyclables-at-waste-
center/article_726138ad-4330-4493-89d2-647abe666709.html  
 
My Chesco.com: Chester County Cleanup Removes 90 Pounds of Roadside Waste 
https://www.mychesco.com/a/news/social-issues/social-services/chester-county-cleanup-removes-90-
pounds-of-roadside-waste/#google_vignette 
 
Chestnut Hill Local: NW Philly residents want ‘permanent’ solution to littering, parties at Wissahickon 
https://www.chestnuthilllocal.com/stories/nw-philly-residents-want-permanent-solution-to-littering-
parties-at-wissahickon,42463 
 
 
Water 
 
WTAE: Duquesne senior apartment building residents without water 
https://www.wtae.com/article/pennsylvania-duquesne-senior-high-rise-water/74072274 
 
WNEP: West Pittston council gives update on levee project along the Susquehanna River 
https://www.wnep.com/article/news/local/luzerne-county/west-pittston-council-give-update-levee-
project-along-susquehanna-river-luzerne-county/523-44880cd0-9d92-4919-83b4-
345c2d594758?tbref=hp 
 
WBRE: Levee project sees hope 15 years after flood 
https://www.2822news.com/news/levee-project-sees-hope-15-years-after-flood/ 
 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette: Loyalsock Creek Men’s Club honored by Rep. Hamm, PFBC 
https://www.sungazette.com/news/outdoors/2026/10/loyalsock-creek-mens-club-honored-by-rep-
hamm-pfbc/  
 
Sunbury Daily Item: Sunbury Municipal Authority warns of text scam to customers 
https://www.dailyitem.com/news/local_news/sunbury-municipal-authority-warns-of-text-scam-to-
customers/article_812f2b51-069a-4fa8-9c7e-4646007131d2.html  
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Miscellaneous 
 
69News: Turnpike begins demolition of old Hawk Falls Bridge in Carbon County 
https://www.wfmz.com/traffic/watch-pa-turnpike-begins-demolition-of-old-hawk-falls-bridge-in-
carbon-county/article_15da2e58-7783-4725-903f-e1bffbd809ef.html#tncms-source=Homepage-Top-
Stories 
 
WVIA: Scranton streetscape project celebrated: One corridor finished, other areas nearly complete 
https://www.wvia.org/news/local/2026-10-07/scranton-streetscape-project-celebrated-one-corridor-
finished-other-areas-nearly-complete 
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