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Top DEP Stories 
 
PennLive: Ex-wastewater treatment facility starts emptying tanks of stored material, months after leak 
https://www.pennlive.com/news/2025/10/ex-wastewater-treatment-facility-starts-emptying-tanks-of-
stored-material-months-after-leak.html  
 
 
Mentions 
 
Indiana Gazette: Homer City's Shawn Steffee makes statewide publication's '50 over 50' list 
https://www.indianagazette.com/local_news/homer-citys-shawn-steffee-makes-statewide-
publications-50-over-50-list/article_889621c5-64b5-4600-89c8-21f54b888799.html 
 
 
Conservation and Recreation 
 
Observer-Reporter: Floating along: Kayak launch latest improvement at Wisecarver 
https://www.observer-reporter.com/editors_pick/2025/oct/28/floating-along-kayak-launch-latest-
improvement-at-wisecarver/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Temporary closure announced for portion of Butler Freeport Community Trail 
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/temporary-closure-announced-for-portion-of-butler-
freeport-community-trail/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Bruce Cooper: McCormick must support the Fix Our Forests Act 
https://triblive.com/opinion/bruce-cooper-mccormick-must-support-the-fix-our-forests-act/ 
 
WNEP: DCNR warns of dry conditions after brush fire leaves dozens of acres charred in Pike County 
https://www.wnep.com/article/news/local/pike-county/dcnr-warns-of-dry-conditions-after-brush-fire-
leaves-dozens-of-acres-charred-in-pike-county/523-e4609637-d199-4cc4-ac91-11d1caac7dea?tbref=hp 
 
Lancaster Farming: Pennsylvania Leads Nation in Farmland Preservation 
https://www.lancasterfarming.com/farming-news/news/pennsylvania-leads-nation-in-farmland-
preservation/article_78890c8b-b0fa-4cca-b82a-f0bfda962183.html 
 
 
Data Centers 
 
WPXI: Springdale residents protest proposed data center over possible power cost, property value 
impact 
https://www.wpxi.com/news/local/springdale-residents-protest-proposed-data-center-over-possible-
power-cost-property-value-impact/APKYTGS36JHW5CDZ6JBBWCRKLQ/ 
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KDKA: What impact will data centers have on your electric bill? Pennsylvania's utility commissioner 
weighs in. 
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/pennsylvania-data-centers-electric-bill-utility-
commissioner/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Springdale planners cite noise study as commission delays vote on data center 
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/springdale-planners-cite-noise-study-as-commission-
delays-vote-on-data-center/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Protesters rally against proposed data center in Springdale; 2nd event planned 
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/protesters-rally-against-proposed-data-center-in-
springdale-second-event-planned/ 
 
The Philadelphia Inquirer: As data center water demand surges, rivals American Water and Aqua are 
merging 
https://www.inquirer.com/business/american-water-essential-utilities-aqua-merger-20251027.html 
 
Sunbury Daily Item: Recreation commission releases map, attempts to ease concerns surrounding 
rezoning and Montour Preserve 
https://www.dailyitem.com/news/recreation-commission-releases-map-attempts-to-ease-concerns-
surrounding-rezoning-and-montour-preserve/article_5f60730a-7fac-4f26-89e8-58f3134cb9bf.html  
 
 
Drought 
 
Gant News: Commissioners lift burn ban 
https://gantnews.com/2025/10/22/commissioners-lift-burn-ban/  
 
 
Energy 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Westinghouse partners with US government to deploy $80B in new nuclear 
reactors 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2025/10/28/westinghouse-partners-with-us-
government.html 
 
Pennlive: The Energy Association of Pennsylvania proposes increased consumer risk 
https://www.pennlive.com/opinion/2025/10/the-energy-association-of-pennsylvania-proposes-
increased-consumer-risk-opinion.html 
 
Lancaster Online: Warwick school board retires equity policy; considers solar energy for district 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/regional/warwick-school-board-retires-equity-policy-considers-solar-
energy-for-district/article_b5e37191-7a44-43c6-a662-a06054a14c5f.html 
 
Bedford Gazette: Proposed solar field discussed by planners 
https://www.bedfordgazette.com/news/local/proposed-solar-field-discussed-by-
planners/article_8009ec05-4763-4b8c-bdf2-504f61b9bc97.html 
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Philly Voice: Your guide to Philadelphia's $91 million streetlight replacement project 
https://www.phillyvoice.com/philadelphia-streetlight-led-upgrade-project-guide/ 
 
 
Mining 
 
Skook News: Argall, Twardzik Visit Branchdale Mine Reclamation Project 
https://www.skooknews.com/2025/10/argall-twardzik-visit-branchdale-mine.html 
 
 
Waste 
 
Lebtown: Lebanon city to begin leaf collection on Monday, Nov. 3 
https://lebtown.com/2025/10/28/lebanon-city-to-begin-leaf-collection-on-monday-nov-3/ 
 
Centre Daily Times: Recycling: Applications open for Centre County’s Green Community Partnership 
https://www.centredaily.com/news/local/community/article312604881.html  
 
 
Water 
 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: American Water and Essential Utilities to combine, leaving fate of Peoples 
Natural Gas uncertain 
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/powersource/2025/10/27/american-water-essential-merger-
peoples-natural-gas/stories/202510270042 
 
WTAE: American Water Works, Essential Utilities to merge 
https://www.wtae.com/article/american-water-peoples-natural-gas-essential-utilities/69168327 
 
WPXI: American Water announces merger with Essential Utilities 
https://www.wpxi.com/news/local/american-water-announces-merger-with-essential-
utilities/EAP2FS3HB5DKNCGFTSYCZDBQ6U/ 
 
WESA: Parent company of Peoples Natural Gas to merge with American Water Works 
https://www.wesa.fm/economy-business/2025-10-27/essential-utilities-peoples-merger 
 
Tribune-Review: Utility merger to fold Peoples Natural Gas into $63B conglomerate 
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/utility-merger-to-fold-peoples-natural-gas-into-63b-
conglomerate/ 
 
Bradford Era: Allegheny Reservoir drops below winter pool 
https://www.bradfordera.com/2025/10/27/allegheny-reservoir-drops-below-winter-pool/ 
 
WICU-TV: Bill Break: Stream Maintenance 
https://www.erienewsnow.com/news/harrisburg/bill-break-stream-maintenance/article_5e717905-
7486-53af-be2f-b6049aa21c07.html 
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Carlisle Sentinel: 'This is wrong': Dickinson Township store fundraises for new well to meet state 
standards 
https://cumberlink.com/news/local/business/article_dc796f69-284b-4c92-967a-484ba3bc1a29.html 
 
The Philadelphia Inquirer: Billions of gallons of sewage-tainted water from Philly are released into the 
Delaware annually 
https://www.inquirer.com/news/philadelphia/pennenvironment-report-water-pollution-philadelphia-
camden-20251027.html 
 
CBS3: Sewage continues to pollute waterways in Philadelphia and South Jersey, report says 
https://www.cbsnews.com/philadelphia/news/sewage-report-philadelphia-new-jersey/ 
 
6abc: Report spotlights waterways with largest sewage overflows in Philadelphia and Camden area 
https://6abc.com/post/report-penn-environment-research-policy-center-spotlights-waterways-sewage-
overflows-philadelphia-camden-area/18077762/ 
 
Bucks County Beacon: Why Billions of Gallons of Raw Sewage Keep Ending up in Philadelphia Waterways 
https://buckscountybeacon.com/2025/10/why-billions-of-gallons-of-raw-sewage-keep-ending-up-in-
philadelphia-waterways/ 
 
Sunbury Daily Item: Sunbury council hears from dentists concerning fluoride removal 
https://www.dailyitem.com/news/sunbury-council-hears-from-dentists-concerning-fluoride-
removal/article_d454cf62-ef1d-47b6-acd1-5955617e9b08.html  
 
 
Miscellaneous 
 
The Beaver County Times: How a $1.25 million donation from Aqua will help two Beaver Falls 
organizations 
https://www.timesonline.com/story/news/local/2025/10/28/beaver-falls-pa-fire-department-carnegie-
library-receive-aqua-pennsylvania-donations/86876403007/ 
 
WPXI: Drivers urged to be extra careful as deer activity rises during fall breeding season 
https://www.wpxi.com/news/local/drivers-urged-be-extra-careful-deer-activity-rises-during-fall-
breeding-season/R5KLY4XPQNG7VNR34JN5RXEBHE/ 
 
Lehighvalleylive: From offices to truck stop to apartments. Now, developer wants self-storage in Palmer 
Twp. 
https://www.lehighvalleylive.com/easton/2025/10/from-offices-to-truck-stop-to-apartments-now-
developer-wants-self-storage-in-palmer-twp.html 
 
Republican Herald: Pottsville school celebrates farmers, healthy ingredients for Farm to School Month 
https://www.republicanherald.com/2025/10/25/pottsville-school-celebrates-farmers-healthy-
ingredients-for-farm-to-school-month/ 
 
Morning Call: Lehigh Valley distribution center to close, affecting 70 jobs 
https://www.mcall.com/2025/10/28/lehigh-valley-distribution-center-to-close-affecting-70-jobs/ 
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WFMZ: Reading City Council awards contract for city-wide master plan for trees 
https://www.wfmz.com/news/area/berks/reading-area/reading-city-council-awards-contract-for-city-
wide-master-plan-for-trees/article_62966f9e-f177-4178-bd8f-bead4ca09266.html 
 
Philadelphia Business Journal: Planned Bellwether District warehouse for DrinkPak would be largest in 
Philadelphia 
https://www.bizjournals.com/philadelphia/news/2025/10/27/bellwether-drinkpak-industrial-
warehouse-largest.html?cx_testId=40&cx_testVariant=cx_8&cx_artPos=4#cxrecs_s 
 
The Daily Local: American Water and Essential Utilities – parent company of Aqua, Peoples Natural Gas – 
to merge 
https://www.dailylocal.com/2025/10/28/american-water-and-essential-utilities-parent-company-of-
aqua-peoples-natural-gas-to-merge/ 
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