
Some clips may be behind a paywall.  If Regional employees need access to these clips, please contact 
your Regional Communications Manager (NWRO – Tom Decker; NCRO – Megan Lehman; NERO – Patti 
Monahan; SERO – Robyn Briggs; SCRO – John Repetz; SWRO – Laina Aquiline). If Central Office staff (and 
others outside of DEP) need access to these clips, please email me at brandongla@pa.gov 
 
 
Mentions 
 
Union Progress: Conservation partnership helps Allegheny County farms remain viable with 
environmental benefits 
https://www.unionprogress.com/2025/10/22/conservation-partnership-helps-allegheny-county-farms-
remain-viable-with-environmental-benefits/ 
 
WBRE: Landfill association returns $3.5M to Schuylkill County communities 
https://www.2822news.com/news/local-news/landfill-association-returns-3-5m-to-schuylkill-county-
communities/ 
 
PennLive: State health, dental group critical of Pa. city’s decision to halt fluoridation 
https://www.pennlive.com/news/2025/10/state-health-dental-group-critical-of-pa-citys-decision-to-
halt-fluoridation.html  
 
 
Clairton Coke Works Explosion 
 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: U.S. Steel to restart Clairton battery impacted by explosion 
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/powersource/2025/10/22/us-steel-clairton-explosion-
pittsburgh/stories/202510220076 
 
KDKA: U.S. Steel restarting battery at Clairton plant more than two months after deadly explosion 
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/u-s-steel-restarting-battery-at-clairton-plant-more-than-
two-months-after-deadly-explosion/ 
 
Tribune-Review: U.S. Steel to restart coke battery damaged in deadly blast 
https://triblive.com/business/u-s-steel-to-restart-coke-battery-damaged-in-deadly-blast/ 
 
 
Air 
 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: Allegheny County Air Program faces $1M deficit as long-delayed permit fee 
vote looms 
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/health/2025/10/23/air-quality-mon-valley-health-pollution-
budget-shutdown/stories/202510220045 
 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: Pa. Senate gives bipartisan approval to erase Pennsylvania greenhouse gas 
consortium rules 
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/politics-state/2025/10/22/pennsylvania-senate-shapiro-yaw-
rggi/stories/202510220074 
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Climate Change 
 
York Daily Record: LA fires and 13 other disasters cost the U.S. over $100 billion, estimates show\ 
https://www.ydr.com/story/news/nation/2025/10/22/weather-disaster-data-cost-government-
noaa/86808748007/ 
 
 
Conservation and Recreation 
 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: Pittsburgh Zoo elephants have a 'right to liberty,' animal rights group says 
https://www.post-gazette.com/local/city/2025/10/22/pittsburgh-zoo-elephant-
lawsuit/stories/202510220048 
 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: Controlled burn lit to fight invasive plants at the Pittsburgh Botanic Garden 
https://www.post-gazette.com/life/outdoors/2025/10/23/controlled-fire-prescribed-burn-pittsburgh-
botanic-garden/stories/202510210046 
 
Butler Eagle: Seneca Valley students tackle tree planting blitz 
https://www.butlereagle.com/20251022/seneca-valley-students-tackle-tree-planting-blitz/ 
 
Erie Times: Pennsylvania Gov. Josh Shapiro champions Great Lakes region cooperation | Opinion 
https://www.goerie.com/story/opinion/columns/2025/10/10/josh-shapiro-great-lakes-states-provinces-
cooperation-opinion/86620846007/?tbref=hp 
 
Republican Herald: Commissioners approve money for farmland preservation 
https://www.republicanherald.com/2025/10/22/commissioners-approve-money-for-farmland-
preservation/ 
 
Lancaster Online: West Cocalico Township approves farm preservation on Galen Hall Road in Reinholds 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/ephrata/west-cocalico-township-approves-farm-preservation-on-
galen-hall-road-in-reinholds/article_a5e59776-44a3-4912-921d-0fff5f2fe407.html 
 
Lock Haven Express: Centre residents invited to Farm City Week dinner 
https://www.lockhaven.com/news/local-news/2025/10/centre-residents-invited-to-farm-city-week-
dinner/  
 
The Philadelphia Inquirer: ‘You could park a car down there’: Sinkhole closes part of Schuylkill Trail in 
Center City 
https://www.inquirer.com/news/philadelphia/schuylkill-river-trail-closed-sinkhole-20251023.html 
 
6abc: Sinkhole closes portion of Schuylkill River Trail in Center City Philadelphia 
https://6abc.com/post/sinkhole-closes-portion-schuylkill-river-trail-center-city-philadelphia/18061124/ 
 
Bucks County Herald: Solebury preserves Paxson Hill farmland; looks to fill board vacancy by Nov. 6 
https://www.buckscountyherald.com/news/solebury-preserves-paxson-hill-farmland-looks-to-fill-board-
vacancy-by-nov-6/article_60302eb8-bd87-4e7f-b878-7b0daffd02bc.html 
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Data Centers 
 
Observer-Reporter: Large tract of South Strabane Township land pitched as potential AI data center 
https://www.observer-reporter.com/news/local-news/2025/oct/23/large-tract-of-south-strabane-
township-land-pitched-as-potential-ai-data-center/ 
 
Tribune-Democrat: Pa. lawmakers weigh economics, grid failure as regulations considered for data 
centers 
https://www.tribdem.com/news/pa-lawmakers-weigh-economics-grid-failure-as-regulations-
considered-for-data-centers/article_731b9c69-4794-5bd8-a7ca-65157c09ac79.html 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: EQT eyes more natural gas deals for data centers after recent Pennsylvania 
agreements 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2025/10/22/eqt-data-center-artificial-intelligence.html 
 
WESA: Pa. lawmakers consider rules for data centers; industry warns of over-regulation 
https://www.wesa.fm/politics-government/2025-10-23/pa-lawmakers-consider-rules-for-data-centers 
 
Lancaster Online: House considers shielding Pa. wallets from data centers’ energy use 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/politics/house-considers-shielding-pa-wallets-from-data-centers-
energy-use/article_e96152b8-e593-44d5-8891-5ee7174aa6af.html 
 
York Daily Record: See hundreds attending an East Manchester Township supervisors to oppose data 
centers 
https://www.ydr.com/videos/news/2025/10/22/east-manchester-township-data-center-meeting-was-
packed/86828957007/ 
 
ABC27: York County township supervisors seek community opinion on data center 
https://www.abc27.com/local-news/york/york-county-township-supervisors-seek-community-opinion-
on-data-center/ 
 
FOX43: State House Energy Committee holds hearing on proposed 'Data Center Act' 
https://www.fox43.com/article/news/local/dauphin-county/state-house-energy-committee-hearing-
proposed-data-center-act-dauphin-county/521-1c29a171-04c7-41ce-8b54-5b6c5dedb110 
 
WGAL: State legislators proposed regulatory bill for data centers amid surge of statewide proposals 
https://www.wgal.com/article/pa-lawmakers-debate-data-center-growth/69126958 
 
WFMZ: FirstEnergy prepares for AI demands 
https://www.wfmz.com/business/firstenergy-prepares-for-ai-demands/article_da42a052-aced-4787-
9c1d-63b063bc6372.html 
 
AP News: What Americans think about the environmental impact of AI, according to a new poll 
https://apnews.com/article/artificial-intelligence-data-centers-poll-climate-change-
c9f95aa014254ef454b763ccfb32de39  
 
Bloomsburg Press-Enterprise: Montour County citizens, Talen to meet 
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https://www.pressenterpriseonline.com/daily/102325/page/1/story/montour-county-citizens-talen-to-
meet  
 
Bloomsburg Press-Enterprise: Meetings about data center rules canceled  
https://www.pressenterpriseonline.com/daily/102325/page/10/story/meetings-about-data-center-
rules-canceled  
 
WHYY: Pennsylvania legislation aims to protect ratepayers from data center energy strain 
https://whyy.org/articles/pennsylvania-data-center-legislation-energy-strain/ 
 
 
Energy 
 
Axios: Pa. hydrogen hubs earn bipartisan backing amid funding threat 
https://www.axios.com/local/pittsburgh/2025/10/23/hydrogen-hubs-bipartisan-support-pennsylvania 
 
WBRE: Energy assistance program delayed until December 
https://www.2822news.com/top-news/energy-assistance-program-delayed-until-december/ 
 
Altoona Mirror: Pennsylvania Department of Human Services delays LIHEAP opening 
https://www.altoonamirror.com/news/local-news/2025/10/pa-dhs-liheap-opening-delays/ 
 
ABC27: LIHEAP enrollment delayed to December over federal shutdown 
https://www.abc27.com/pennsylvania/liheap-enrollment-delayed-to-december-over-federal-
shutdown/ 
 
CBS21: Federal shutdown delays LIHEAP heating assistance program in PA until at least December 
https://local21news.com/news/local/federal-shutdown-delays-liheap-heating-assistance-program-in-
pa-until-at-least-december 
 
The Philadelphia Inquirer: More than 300,000 Pennsylvanians need help heating their homes. The 
federal shutdown has delayed that assistance. 
https://www.inquirer.com/politics/pennsylvania/liheap-opening-heating-assistance-delayed-
20251023.html 
 
WHYY: LIHEAP is delayed in Pa. due to the federal government shutdown. Here’s what to know 
https://whyy.org/articles/liheap-pennsylvania-federal-government-shutdown/ 
 
The Daily Local: LIHEAP applications delayed until December because of government shutdown 
https://www.dailylocal.com/2025/10/23/liheap-applications-delayed-until-december-because-of-
government-shutdown/ 
 
 
Oil and Gas 
 
Tribune-Review: 'Firing on all cylinders': Natural gas producer EQT Corp. posts $407M profit 
https://triblive.com/business/firing-on-all-cylinders-natural-gas-producer-eqt-corp-posts-407m-profit/ 
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Radiation Protection 
 
Lock Haven Express: Energy secretary: Nuclear security agency begins furloughing workers as part of 
shutdown 
https://www.lockhaven.com/news/local-news/2025/10/energy-secretary-nuclear-security-agency-
begins-furloughing-workers-as-part-of-shutdown/  
 
 
Waste 
 
Lebtown: Digging into the past: Greater Lebanon Refuse Authority uncovers 1970s trash 
https://lebtown.com/2025/10/23/digging-into-the-past-greater-lebanon-refuse-authority-uncovers-
1970s-trash/ 
 
 
Water 
 
Indiana Gazette: Homeless shelter, watershed planning and Challenger doors among ICOPD matters 
https://www.indianagazette.com/local_news/homeless-shelter-watershed-planning-and-challenger-
doors-among-icopd-matters/article_8497706a-b9e4-4b6e-8fdd-5a6945a63b16.html 
 
WBRE: Eagle’s nest in way of I-80 expansion project 
https://www.2822news.com/news/eagles-nest-in-way-of-i-80-expansion-project/ 
 
Reading Eagle: Work completed to remove Bushong Dam in Reading 
https://www.readingeagle.com/2025/10/20/work-completed-to-remove-bushong-dam-in-reading/ 
 
FOX43: Shapiro administration to invest in tree planting to improve the Chesapeake Bay 
https://www.fox43.com/article/news/politics/governor-shapiro-to-invest-in-the-planting-of-700-trees-
to-improve-the-chesapeake-bay/521-032484bb-33a0-431c-9856-cf3fded91fb0 
 
WNEP: Sunbury Municipal Authority votes to stop putting fluoride in water supply 
https://www.wnep.com/article/news/local/northumberland-county/sunbury-municipal-authority-
votes-to-stop-putting-fluoride-in-water-supply-northumberland-county/523-7abdf5e8-57da-442a-8628-
de7338e6c28f?tbref=hp 
 
Wyalusing Rocket-Courier: LeRaysville Borough Dealing with Water System Leaks 
https://www.rocket-courier.com/articles/leraysville-borough-dealing-with-water-system-leaks/  
 
Bucks County Herald: Environmentalists: Durham residents support joining Delaware River consortium 
https://www.buckscountyherald.com/news/environmentalists-durham-residents-support-joining-
delaware-river-consortium/article_2faf420a-7e11-400d-9de1-7e79931957f1.html 
 
 
Miscellaneous 
 
WTAE: Pa. delays opening of LIHEAP program to December due to government shutdown 
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https://www.buckscountyherald.com/news/environmentalists-durham-residents-support-joining-delaware-river-consortium/article_2faf420a-7e11-400d-9de1-7e79931957f1.html
https://www.buckscountyherald.com/news/environmentalists-durham-residents-support-joining-delaware-river-consortium/article_2faf420a-7e11-400d-9de1-7e79931957f1.html


https://www.wtae.com/article/pennsylvania-delays-opening-liheap-program-december-2025-gov-
shutdown/69125967 
 
Standard Speaker: Sketch plan shows new, 3-story Hazleton Area elementary school 
https://www.standardspeaker.com/2025/10/22/sketch-plan-shows-new-3-story-hazleton-area-
elemetary-school/ 
 
Lehighvalleylive: Bethlehem facility that makes food-packaging products expands, adding 20 jobs 
https://www.lehighvalleylive.com/business/2025/10/bethlehem-facility-that-makes-food-packaging-
products-expands-adding-20-jobs.html 
 
Pennlive: The best time to start a wildflower meadow in your backyard is now 
https://www.pennlive.com/gardening/2025/10/the-best-time-to-start-a-wildflower-meadow-in-your-
backyard-is-now.html 
 
Lancaster Online: Split decision: Warwick supervisors allow anerobic digester on farm amid residents' 
concerns 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/regional/split-decision-warwick-supervisors-allow-anerobic-digester-
on-farm-amid-residents-concerns/article_241418fa-4a48-47cd-89ec-e656d3b514c0.html 
 
Lebtown: Penn State Master Gardeners host bird and native plant workshop Oct. 27 
https://lebtown.com/2025/10/23/penn-state-master-gardeners-host-bird-and-native-plant-workshop-
oct-27/ 
 
Lancaster Farming: What Produce Growers Can Learn From 2025's Weather 
https://www.lancasterfarming.com/farming-news/produce/what-produce-growers-can-learn-from-
2025s-weather/article_08f79c0b-9f9a-549c-9d55-1aee88be0b24.html 
 
Billy Penn: Developer offers tours of warehouse district rising at former South Philly refinery site 
https://billypenn.com/2025/10/22/bellwether-district-oil-refinery-tour-development-dirt/ 
 
Bucks County Beacon: Why Is the World’s Largest Fossil Fuel Investor Afraid of Peaceful, Grassroots 
Environmental Campaigners? 
https://buckscountybeacon.com/2025/10/why-is-the-worlds-largest-fossil-fuel-investor-afraid-of-
peaceful-grassroots-environmental-campaigners/ 
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