
Some clips may be behind a paywall.  If Regional employees need access to these clips, please contact 
your Regional Communications Manager (NWRO – Tom Decker; NCRO – Megan Lehman; NERO – Patti 
Monahan; SERO – Robyn Briggs; SCRO – John Repetz; SWRO – Laina Aquiline). If Central Office staff (and 
others outside of DEP) need access to these clips, please email me at brandongla@pa.gov 
 
 
Top DEP Stories 
 
GRID: Environmental advocates squeezed by federal cuts share solutions closer to home 
https://gridphilly.com/blog-home/2026/11/02/advocates-share-environmental-justice-solutions-to-fill-
federal-funding-gaps/ 
 
 
Mentions 
 
KDKA: Lightning strike ignites buried waste, starting monthslong underground fire in Westmoreland 
County 
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/underground-fire-hempfield-township/ 
 
TribLive: Asbestos abatement preceded demolition at former Stewart Elementary School 
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/asbestos-abatement-preceded-demolition-at-former-
stewart-elementary-school/ 
 
WTAE: Underground fire continues to burn after months in Hempfield Township 
https://www.wtae.com/article/underground-fire-hempfield-township/74303574 
 
Coal Region Canary: DEP Hearing Thursday on Natural Soil Products Permit Renewal 
https://coalregioncanary.com/2026/11/02/dep-hearing-natural-soil-products-permit-renewal-tremont/ 
 
 
Conservation and Recreation 
 
Gant News: PA DCNR invests in rural PA’s growing outdoor recreation and tourism sectors via C2P2 
grants 
https://gantnews.com/2026/11/03/pa-dcnr-invests-in-rural-pas-growing-outdoor-recreation-and-
tourism-sectors-via-c2p2-grants/  
 
 
Data Centers 
 
Mon Valley Independent: Elizabeth Township data center letter made public 
https://www.monvalleyindependent.com/2026/11/03/data-center-letter-made-public/ 
 
Observer-Reporter: Starpointe data center hearings potentially nearing end 
https://www.observer-reporter.com/news/local-news/2026/nov/02/starpointe-data-center-hearings-
potentially-nearing-end/ 
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Pittsburgh Business Times: More real estate listings tout data centers even as project opposition 
increases 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2026/11/02/data-center-listings-permits-approval-
opposition.html 
 
WESA: Archbald council unanimously denies zoning for hyperscale data center campus in borough 
https://www.wesanews.org/environment-energy/2026-11-03/archbald-data-center-denied-council-
zoning 
 
TribLive: Can state lawmakers manage data center boom in Southwestern Pennsylvania? 
https://triblive.com/news/pennsylvania/can-state-lawmakers-manage-data-center-boom-in-
southwestern-pennsylvania/ 
 
WNEP: Olyphant Borough set to vote on potential settlement in data center project 
https://www.wnep.com/article/news/local/lackawanna-county/olyphant-borough-set-to-vote-on-
potential-settlement-in-data-center-project-lackawanna-county/523-4d31b9ec-7f76-4492-b9a7-
ca93b8cd59f3 
 
Standard Speaker: Hazle Twp. planners formalize data center recommendations for supervisors 
https://www.standardspeaker.com/2026/11/02/hazle-twp-planners-formalize-data-center-
recommendations-for-supervisors/ 
 
Scranton Times: Judge rejects deemed approval of Breaker Street data centers in Jessup 
https://www.thetimes-tribune.com/2026/11/02/judge-rejects-deemed-approval-of-breaker-street-
data-centers-in-jessup/ 
 
Pennlive: How this small Pa. town is fighting against — and supporting — data centers 
https://www.pennlive.com/politics/2026/11/how-this-small-pa-town-is-fighting-against-and-
supporting-data-centers.html 
 
The Philadelphia Inquirer: Developer sues Upper Merion again over King of Prussia data center rejection 
https://www.inquirer.com/business/technology/kop-data-center-lawsuit-project-approval-monetary-
damages-upper-merion-20261103.html 
 
 
Energy 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Longtime scientist-executive named to lead National Energy Technology 
Laboratory 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2026/11/02/national-energy-technology-laboratory-
leader.html 
 
Allegheny Front: An electric utility wants to fix Pa.’s competitive energy market; regulators say more 
study needed 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/an-electric-utility-wants-to-fix-pa-s-competitive-energy-market-
regulators-say-more-study-needed/ 
 
Butler Eagle: FirstEnergy joins project to support energy growth 
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https://www.butlereagle.com/20261030/firstenergy-joins-project-to-support-energy-growth/ 
 
 
Oil and Gas 
 
DuBois Courier-Express: Average gas prices see little change in PA 
https://www.thecourierexpress.com/news/state/average-gas-prices-see-little-change-in-
pa/article_b15e89d4-0463-4517-ba73-07c1f58d698e.html  
 
 
Waste 
 
The Derrick: Oil City Council approves $195,000 settlement with Neely over stormwater issues 
https://www.thederrick.com/news/front_page/oil-city-council-approves-195-000-settlement-with-
neely-over-stormwater-issues/article_02d372ad-3823-473f-bb4f-786f11ddc86b.html 
 
 
Water 
 
WTAE: Center Township under boil water advisory due to positive E. coli test 
https://www.wtae.com/article/center-township-boil-water-advisory/74317370 
 
WPXI: Boil water advisory issued for Beaver County community after positive E. Coli test 
https://www.wpxi.com/news/local/boil-water-advisory-issued-beaver-county-community-after-
positive-e-coli-test/CUIPVF5LY5H5NIXLTW76MBOVWY/ 
 
Beaver County Radio: Boil water advisory issued for Center Township after positive E. Coli test 
https://beavercountyradio.com/news/boil-water-advisory-issued-for-center-township-after-positive-e-
coli-test/ 
 
Citizens Voice: Head of company Wilkes-Barre rejected for sewer sale: reasons conflict with law 
https://www.citizensvoice.com/2026/11/02/head-of-company-wilkes-barre-rejected-for-sewer-sale-
reasons-conflict-with-law/ 
 
WFMZ: Service restored, after water main break in Bethlehem disrupted service for hundreds 
https://www.wfmz.com/news/area/lehighvalley/lehigh-county/bethlehem-area/service-restored-after-
water-main-break-in-bethlehem-disrupted-service-for-hundreds/article_14e445c9-c414-44c3-a2d1-
970ab3f0ab65.html#tncms-source=Homepage-Top-Stories 
 
Morning Call: After Bethlehem water main break cuts flow to most of South Side, service is being 
restored  
https://www.mcall.com/2026/11/02/bethlehem-water-main-break-south-side-no-service/ 
 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette: Program on Loyalsock Creek improvements being held 
https://www.sungazette.com/news/outdoors/2026/11/program-on-loyalsock-creek-improvements-
being-held/  
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Miscellaneous 
 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: Allegheny County winter shelter opens its doors early 
https://www.post-gazette.com/local/region/2026/11/02/winter-shelter-dhs-homelessness-second-
avenue/stories/202611020052 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Pittsburgh nonprofit surpasses $30M fundraising goal for riverfront projects 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2026/11/02/riverlife-surpasses-fundraising-goal.html 
 
WTAE: Utility assistance programs open for applications in Allegheny County 
https://www.wtae.com/article/utility-assistance-programs-open-applications/74315762 
 
Lehighvalleylive: Lighting Scott Park falls may face ‘public scrutiny,’ Easton City Council member warns 
https://www.lehighvalleylive.com/easton/2026/11/lighting-scott-park-falls-may-face-public-scrutiny-
easton-city-council-member-warns.html 
 
WNEP: Crews work to clear rockslide, repair Route 209 in Nesquehoning 
https://www.wnep.com/article/news/local/carbon-county/crews-work-to-clear-rockslide-repair-route-
209-in-nesquehoning-jim-thorpe-carbon-county-penndot/523-b1e18c43-a686-449b-b181-
dc8253b5979c 
 
Altoona Mirror: Blair Township residents express concerns about proposed egg farm 
https://www.altoonamirror.com/news/local-news/2026/11/blair-township-residents-express-concerns-
about-proposed-egg-farm/ 
 
Bradford Era: Off-road vehicle fires spark wildfire 
https://www.bradfordera.com/2026/11/02/off-road-vehicle-fires-spark-wildfire/ 
 
Indiana Gazette: Multiple brush fires keep volunteers busy in area counties 
https://www.indianagazette.com/local_news/multiple-brush-fires-keep-volunteers-busy-in-area-
counties/article_09123de0-6536-45f2-b120-39bc0b8ea562.html 
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