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Top DEP Stories 
 
The Mon Valley Independent: Hearing set on landfill permit to dump treated leachate into Mon River 
https://www.monvalleyindependent.com/2025/03/03/hearing-set-on-landfill-permit-to-dump-treated-
leachate-into-mon-river/ 
 
Pittsburgh Business Journal: Pennsylvania's $396M RISE program aims to transform industrial sector and 
curb carbon emissions 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2025/02/28/rise-pa-funding-decarbonization.html 
 
 
Mentions 
 
LehighValleyLive: money maker or nuisance? Landfill zoning debate continues in Slate Belt 
https://www.lehighvalleylive.com/slate-belt/2025/03/money-maker-or-nuisance-landfill-rezoning-
debate-continues-in-slate-belt.html 
 
Erie Times: Testing reveals toxic, cancer-causing contaminants at Erie's EMI property. What's next? 
https://www.goerie.com/story/news/local/2025/03/03/contamination-vacant-emi-property-testing-
erie-pa-dep-mengine-decker/80534535007/ 
 
Indiana Gazette: Firepoint Energy moving ahead with plans for groundbreaking, town hall 
https://www.indianagazette.com/local_news/firepoint-energy-moving-ahead-with-plans-for-
groundbreaking-town-hall/article_d837f774-f5fb-11ef-8b3c-93a7a484d6ac.html 
 
Pittsburgh Business Journal: Natural gas production in Pennsylvania falls to lowest level since 2020 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2025/02/28/natural-gas-production-pennsylvania.html 
 
NEXTpittsburgh: FracTracker Alliance is mapping oil and gas impacts in Pennsylvania and beyond 
https://nextpittsburgh.com/environment/fractracker-alliance-is-mapping-oil-and-gas-impacts-in-
pennsylvania/ 
 
Lancaster Online: Ephrata Borough sewer plant has drawn odor complaints 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/local/ephrata-borough-sewer-plant-has-drawn-odor-complaints-
lancaster-watchdog/article_824c7506-f48e-11ef-9d21-0ba79ba5b182.html 
 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette: Work for cleaner water (LTE) 
https://www.sungazette.com/opinion/letters/2025/03/work-for-cleaner-water/ 
 
PA Environment Digest: Sen. Culver Commends Progress Extinguishing Wilburton Coal Bank Fire In 
Columbia County 
http://www.paenvironmentdigest.com/newsletter/default.asp?NewsletterArticleID=62544&SubjectID= 
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Philly Burbs: Sunoco disputes findings in jet fuel pipeline leak investigation in Upper Makefield 
https://www.phillyburbs.com/story/news/local/2025/02/28/sunoco-jet-fuel-pipeline-leak-rejects-
federal-findings-solutions-in-upper-makefield-bucks-county 
 
Newtown Now: Upper Makefield Officials, Residents: ‘Shut Down The Pipeline’ 
http://newtownpanow.com/2025/02/28/upper-makefield-officials-residents-shut-down-the-pipeline/ 
 
 
SPS Fire 
 
Philadelphia Inquirer: Inside volunteer firefighters’ grueling effort to battle the SPS Technologies factory 
blaze 
https://www.inquirer.com/news/sps-technologies-fire-crews-firefighters-20250302.html 
 
 
Avian Influenza 
 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: Bird flu devastates Cranberry’s Seggond Chance Farm, a sanctuary for misfit 
birds 
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/health/2025/03/02/bird-flu-seggond-chance-farm-cranberry-
hpai/stories/202503010058 
 
Lancaster Online: Migratory birds mainly responsible for bird flu outbreak, experts tell Pa. lawmakers 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/local/migratory-birds-mainly-responsible-for-bird-flu-outbreak-
experts-tell-pa-lawmakers/article_b7c8e612-f5ea-11ef-8c35-9f319acc62d0.html 
 
 
Climate Change 
 
Axios Pittsburgh: Our springs are getting warmer 
https://www.axios.com/local/pittsburgh/2025/03/03/spring-temperatures-rising 
 
 
Conservation and Recreation 
 
Bradford Era: Conservation district awarded Friends of NACD grant 
https://www.bradfordera.com/news/conservation-district-awarded-friends-of-nacd-
grant/article_dff85840-f2e6-11ef-a938-cb664a195d5e.html 
 
Tribune-Review: O'Hara releases 2024 deer management statistics 
https://triblive.com/local/fox-chapel/ohara-releases-2024-deer-management-statistics/ 
 
Allegheny Front: Conservationists raise alarm over federal employee firings 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/conservationists-alarm-over-federal-employee-firings-parks-forests/ 
 
WJAC: Blair County camp working to preserve historic 'Witness Tree' 
https://wjactv.com/news/local/blair-county-camp-working-to-preserve-historic-witness-tree# 
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Lancaster Online: Lancaster County's protected natural space, parks only slightly increased in past 
decade 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/local/lancaster-countys-protected-natural-space-parks-only-slightly-
increased-in-past-decade/article_f205ca5c-e276-11ef-895f-1b6f2eeb3c66.html 
 
Altoona Mirror: Volunteers preserve 200-year-old tree 
https://www.altoonamirror.com/news/local-news/2025/03/volunteers-preserve-200-year-old-tree/ 
 
WITF/StateImpact: 3 new Pa. state parks to help the state’s tourism industry 
https://www.witf.org/2025/03/03/3-new-pa-state-parks-to-help-the-states-tourism-industry/ 
 
WFMZ: Volunteers work to repair section of Schuylkill River Trail 
https://www.wfmz.com/news/area/berks/volunteers-work-to-repair-section-of-schuylkill-river-
trail/article_c388a458-f61f-11ef-ab8f-6708878e8db0.html 
 
Centre Daily Times: Rockview state prison has 5,700 acres. What could happen to the land if it closes? 
https://www.centredaily.com/news/local/community/article301047209.html 
 
Lock Haven Express: Centre County Conservation District to be applauded 
https://www.lockhaven.com/opinion/editorials/2025/02/centre-county-conservation-district-to-be-
applauded 
 
Centre Daily Times: Afield: Volunteers drawn to PA saw-whet owl banding stations appreciate small, 
cute raptor 
https://www.centredaily.com/sports/outdoors/article301165994.html#campaignName=statecollege_m
orning_newsletter 
 
Centre Daily Times: What is agroforestry?  Local farm makes the most of its location near Rothrock State 
Forest 
https://www.centredaily.com/news/local/community/article299922879.html 
 
 
Energy 
 
Warren Times: Shapiro floats leaving PJM as power demand spike looms 
https://www.timesobserver.com/news/local-news/2025/03/shapiro-floats-leaving-pjm-as-power-
demand-spike-looms/ 
 
Pennlive: Pennsylvania is showing the nation how to power AI with nuclear energy 
https://www.pennlive.com/opinion/2025/03/pennsylvania-is-powering-ai-with-nuclear-energy-
opinion.html 
 
Central Penn Business Journal: The challenge of part-time power production 
https://www.cpbj.com/the-challenge-of-part-time-power-production/ 
 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette: Shapiro floats leaving PJM as power demand spike looms 
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https://www.sungazette.com/news/top-news/2025/03/shapiro-floats-leaving-pjm-as-power-demand-
spike-looms/ 
 
DV Journal: DelVal Counties to Activate Renewable Energy Purchasing 
https://delawarevalleyjournal.com/delval-counties-to-activate-renewable-energy-purchasing/ 
 
 
Environmental Cleanup and Brownfields 
 
Philadelphia Inquirer: Former industrial area is becoming a neighborhood with river views in Bristol 
Borough 
https://www.inquirer.com/business/bristol-borough-riverfront-condos-20250303.html 
 
NBC 10: Lawyers combine lawsuit against SPS Technologies 
https://www.nbcphiladelphia.com/news/local/lawyers-combine-lawsuit-against-sps-
technologies/4123146/ 
 
 
Mining 
 
Allegheny Front: Trump’s federal funding freeze brought some abandoned mine cleanup in Pennsylvania 
to a standstill 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/federal-funding-freeze-abandoned-coal-mine-cleanup-pennsylvania/ 
 
Philadelphia Inquirer: Federal funding for abandoned mines in Pa. must be protected 
https://www.inquirer.com/opinion/commentary/federal-funding-coal-mind-reclamation-sinkhole-
shapiro-20250303.html 
 
 
Oil and Gas 
 
Bradford Era: In a reversal, plans for U.S. natural gas power grow 
https://www.bradfordera.com/news/in-a-reversal-plans-for-u-s-natural-gas-power-
grow/article_2fd3e7a6-f528-11ef-88c3-4f9c4416a039.html 
 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: Robinson-based safety and gas-detection business aims to eliminate fatalities 
on the job 
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/tech-news/2025/03/03/industrial-scientific-gas-
detection/stories/202503020030 
 
Associated Press: In a reversal, plans for U.S. natural gas power grow, complicating progress on climate 
https://apnews.com/article/ai-natural-gas-power-plants-energy-electricity-climate-data-
6f9c2155ccb92c56f5f557f8308c241c 
 
DV Journal: Upper Makefield Residents, Elected Officials Call for Pipeline to Be Shut Down 
https://delawarevalleyjournal.com/upper-makefield-residents-elected-officials-call-for-pipeline-to-be-
shutdown/ 
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Vector Management 
 
WESA: Pa. foresters turn to landowners in fight against oak-killing spongy moth 
https://www.wesa.fm/environment-energy/2025-03-03/help-pa-kill-spongy-gypsy-moth 
 
PA Environment Digest: DCNR Encourages Forest Landowners To Plan Now For Spring Spongy Moth 
Treatment; Populations Have Reached Outbreak Levels 
http://www.paenvironmentdigest.com/newsletter/default.asp?NewsletterArticleID=62545&SubjectID= 
 
MyChesCo: Protect Pennsylvania’s Forests Now: Act Against Devastating Spongy Moth Threat Before It’s 
Too Late 
https://www.mychesco.com/a/news/pennsylvania/protect-pennsylvanias-forests-now-act-against-
devastating-spongy-moth-threat-before-its-too-late/ 
 
 
Waste 
 
Altoona Mirror: Dutch’s customers have recycling options 
https://www.altoonamirror.com/news/local-news/2025/03/dutchs-customers-have-recycling-options/ 
 
Centre Daily Times: Recycling: Mark your calendar for these upcoming earth-friendly events in Centre 
County 
https://www.centredaily.com/news/local/community/article301127419.html 
 
WHYY: Would have been devastating’: Camden scrapyard fire could have sent sewage into 500,000 
basements, official says 
https://whyy.org/articles/camden-new-jersey-scrapyard-fire-sewage-treatment/ 
 
 
Water 
 
Bradford Era: Learn about reducing stormwater around the home 
https://www.bradfordera.com/news/learn-about-reducing-stormwater-around-the-
home/article_65dd7432-f52a-11ef-8f28-83e3443b9416.html 
 
PA Environment Digest: Chesapeake Bay Foundation: President's Proposed 65% Cut In EPA Budget, 
Coming Mass Layoffs Spell Disaster For Chesapeake Bay 
http://www.paenvironmentdigest.com/newsletter/default.asp?NewsletterArticleID=62516&SubjectID= 
 
Fox 29: 'Megalodon' goldfish found in Pennsylvania park as officials issue warning 
https://www.fox29.com/news/megalodon-goldfish-found-pennsylvania-park-officials-issue-warning 
 
Delaware Currents: As Indian River Inlet dune repair finishes, long-term solution still needed 
https://delawarecurrents.org/2025/03/03/indian-river-dune-erosion/ 
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Miscellaneous 
 
Bradford Era: Select corn lines contain compounds that sicken, kill major crop pest 
https://www.bradfordera.com/news/select-corn-lines-contain-compounds-that-sicken-kill-major-crop-
pest/article_581691c2-f529-11ef-98d0-535a91077c70.html 
 
New Castle News: Metrovitalization to present Kingdom Place development change 
https://www.ncnewsonline.com/news/local_news/this-week-ahead-metrovitalization-to-present-
kingdom-place-development-change/article_064ac0e4-f5f5-11ef-9c62-334ca6cee007.html 
 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: Cheswick power station demolition goes awry in Springdale 
https://www.post-gazette.com/local/north/2025/03/02/springdale-demolition-power-
plant/stories/202503020114 
 
Allegheny Front: Pennsylvania farm group faces layoffs amid federal funding freeze 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/pennsylvania-farmers-pasa-sustainable-agriculture-federal-funding-
freeze-climate-change/ 
 
Lancaster Farming: Biochar Helps Vegetable Grower Improve Soil Vitality 
https://www.lancasterfarming.com/farming-news/organic/biochar-helps-vegetable-grower-improve-
soil-vitality/article_38026246-f44b-11ef-89e8-d7b6f3247fb0.html 
 
Carlisle Sentinel: Excavation issue pushes back Costco opening to fall 2025 in Silver Spring Township 
https://cumberlink.com/news/local/business/article_cc3e3354-f720-11ef-bbae-636587df408d.html 
 
NorthcentralPA.com: Police called over port-a-potty prank on Repsol 
https://www.northcentralpa.com/news/police-called-over-porta-potty-prank/article_2293d2ba-f53f-
11ef-badc-f75d49e2999f.html 
 
Newtown Now: Land Clearing Begins On 45-Home Development Along Durham Road 
http://newtownpanow.com/2025/03/03/construction-begins-on-45-home-development-along-durham-
road/ 
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