
Some clips may be behind a paywall.  If Regional employees need access to these clips, please contact 
your Regional Communications Manager (NWRO – Tom Decker; NCRO – Megan Lehman; NERO – Patti 
Monahan; SERO – Robyn Briggs; SCRO – John Repetz; SWRO – Laina Aquiline). If Central Office staff (and 
others outside of DEP) need access to these clips, please email me at brandongla@pa.gov 
 
 
Top DEP Stories 
 
Warren Times: New methane rules underway to reduce pollution from oil, gas operations 
https://www.timesobserver.com/news/local-news/2026/07/new-methane-rules-underway-to-reduce-
pollution-from-oil-gas-operations/ 
 
 
Mentions 
 
Coal Region Canary: DEP to Host Public Hearing on BRADS Landfill Plan to Truck Leachate In Lieu of 
Pipeline 
https://coalregioncanary.com/2026/07/28/brads-landfill-public-hearing-truck-leachate-saint-clair-dep-
august-2026/ 
 
 
Data Center 
 
Morning Call: Project Atlas data center discussion bumped from South Whitehall meeting. Here’s why, 
and the new date 
https://www.mcall.com/2026/07/28/project-atlas-data-center-discussion-bumped-from-south-
whitehall-meeting-heres-why-and-the-new-date/ 
 
Morning Call: Here are the Lehigh Valley communities that have, or are considering, data center 
ordinances 
https://www.mcall.com/2026/07/29/here-are-the-lehigh-valley-communities-that-have-or-are-
considering-data-center-ordinances/ 
 
Bradford Era: Bradford-based Plants & Goodwin joins nationwide orphan well effort 
https://www.bradfordera.com/2026/07/27/bradford-based-plants-goodwin-joins-nationwide-orphan-
well-effort/ 
 
Bucks County Beacon: Pennsylvania Roads Are Being Coated in Radioactive Wastewater. Here’s Why 
https://buckscountybeacon.com/2026/07/pennsylvania-roads-are-being-coated-in-radioactive-
wastewater-heres-why/ 
 
Centre Daily Times: System to recycle hazardous propane cylinders to expand after starting in Centre 
County 
https://www.centredaily.com/news/local/article316683447.html  
 
Centre Daily Times: CCRRA launches propane cylinder recycling system (Video) 
https://www.centredaily.com/news/local/article316698770.html  
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Conservation and Recreation 
 
Lancaster Online: East Cocalico Township property to become latest preserved farm in Lancaster County 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/local/east-cocalico-township-property-to-become-latest-preserved-
farm-in-lancaster-county/article_5cc09306-c4b5-4535-a333-68e3aec08a22.html 
 
Lebtown: Pa. farmland preservation called an economic ‘powerhouse’ at fair breakfast 
https://lebtown.com/2026/07/29/farmland-preservation-in-pa-lebanon-county-called-an-ag-
powerhouse/?lts=pygv7z7th0 
 
Daily Local: Land trusts call on Chester County to fully restore open space funding 
https://www.dailylocal.com/2026/07/28/land-trusts-call-on-chester-county-to-fully-restore-open-
space-funding/ 
 
Lock Haven Express: New genetic approaches raise hopes for restoring the American chestnut to its 
former glory 
https://www.lockhaven.com/opinion/columns/2026/07/new-genetic-approaches-raise-hopes-for-
restoring-the-american-chestnut-to-its-former-glory/  
 
StateCollege.com: CATA Bus Shelter Gets a Bird-Friendly Upgrade 
https://www.statecollege.com/articles/community/cata-bus-shelter-gets-a-bird-friendly-upgrade/  
 
 
Data Centers 
 
KDKA: Opposition to data centers is mounting. But what can actually be done to stop development? 
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/can-communities-stop-data-centers/ 
 
TribLive: East Deer passes amendment for ordinance geared toward data centers 
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/east-deer-passes-amendment-for-ordinance-geared-
toward-data-centers/ 
 
Pennlive: Huge tract of land in Pa. could be home to as many as 23 data centers 
https://www.pennlive.com/business/2026/07/huge-tract-of-land-in-pa-could-be-home-to-as-many-as-
23-data-centers.html 
 
Shamokin News-Item: Mount Carmel Township supervisors expect first data center ordinance draft in 
August 
https://www.newsitem.com/news/local/mount-carmel-township-supervisors-expect-first-data-center-
ordinance-draft-in-august/article_49f410b6-f942-412c-ac16-b8d56e63d78a.html 
 
Shamokin News-Item: Protesters seek answers at Mount Carmel Township data center open house 
https://www.newsitem.com/news/local/protesters-seek-answers-at-mount-carmel-township-data-
center-open-house/article_12dbe256-cd18-46fc-a52c-5886c692908a.html  
 
Shamokin News-Item: Letter to the editor: Township does not want to be surrounded by data centers 
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https://www.newsitem.com/opinion/letters_to_editor/letter-to-the-editor-township-does-not-want-to-
be-surrounded-by-data-centers/article_9f606ccb-54aa-4718-81a8-5736040ffda8.html  
 
Shamokin News-Item: Letter to the editor: Expressing concern over data centers not a 'mindless' 
exercise 
https://www.newsitem.com/opinion/letters_to_editor/expressing-concern-over-data-centers-not-a-
mindless-exercise/article_cfd6dab8-e19c-4306-9d54-6a1495d65cc4.html  
 
 
Energy 
 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: Former Three Mile Islander nuclear plant restart continues checking boxes — 
and stoking fears 
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/powersource/2026/07/29/three-mile-island-pennsylvania-
restart/stories/202607290040 
 
Erie Times: Huge solar farm in 4 Erie County townships nears final approval stage 
https://www.goerie.com/story/news/local/2026/07/28/solar-farm-plan-waterford-erie-county-
pa/91062418007/ 
 
Pennlive: Former TMI nuclear plant restart continues checking boxes and stoking fears 
https://www.pennlive.com/news/2026/07/crane-nuclear-plant-restart-continues-checking-boxes-and-
stoking-fears.html 
 
WITF: Three Mile Island reactor restart progresses through environmental review, public comments 
https://www.witf.org/2026/07/28/three-mile-island-reactor-restart-progresses-through-environmental-
review-public-comments/ 
 
ABC27: Where governor candidates Garrity and Shapiro stand on energy costs, the environment, and 
more 
https://www.abc27.com/spotlight-pa/pa-election-2026-where-governor-candidates-garrity-and-
shapiro-stand-on-energy-costs-the-environment-and-more/ 
 
CBS21: NRC & FEMA talk environmental impact as Crane Clean Energy Center set to open in 2027 
https://local21news.com/news/local/nrc-fema-talk-environmental-impact-as-crane-clean-energy-
center-set-to-open-in-2027 
 
WGAL: NRC outlines inspections and public input for Crane Clean Energy Center restart 
https://www.wgal.com/article/nuclear-reactor-restart-nrc-fema-meeting-former-three-mile-
island/73286105 
 
 
Mining 
 
WJAC: Quecreek Mine Rescue marks 24th anniversary with guided tours, community education 
https://wjactv.com/news/local/quecreek-mine-rescue-marks-24th-anniversary-with-guided-tours-
community-education-event-pennsylvania-mine-site-quecreek-nine-somerset-county 
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Scranton Times-Tribune: Dickson City shuts down quarrying on west side of Bell Mountain 
https://www.thetimes-tribune.com/2026/07/28/dickson-city-shuts-down-quarrying-on-west-side-of-
bell-mountain/ 
 
Shamokin News-Item: Pioneer Day offers glimpse into dangerous mining practices of the 19th century 
https://www.newsitem.com/news/local/pioneer-day-offers-glimpse-into-dangerous-mining-practices-
of-the-19th-century/article_76b2b336-8333-45f2-a3b2-ec2564fcba64.html  
 
 
Oil and Gas 
 
Shamokin News-Item: Local gas prices continue to climb 
https://www.newsitem.com/news/business/local-gas-prices-continue-to-climb/article_51e23ed1-9681-
48ba-93c9-5cd0dc409c43.html  
 
 
Waste 
 
Mon Valley Independent: Washington Township residents demand solutions to sewage backups, 
flooding 
https://www.monvalleyindependent.com/2026/07/29/residents-demand-solutions-to-sewage-backups-
flooding/ 
 
WESA: How and where to take hard-to-recycle items this August in Pittsburgh 
https://www.wesanews.org/environment-energy/2026-07-29/hard-tv-recycle-august-collection 
 
WTAJ: Centre County recycling authority shows off first-of-its-kind portable propane extractor 
https://www.wtaj.com/news/local-news/centre-county-recycling-authority-shows-off-first-of-its-kind-
portable-propane-extractor/ 
 
StateCollege.com: Waste Management Discontinuing Residential Trash Collection in Centre County 
https://www.statecollege.com/articles/local-news/waste-management-discontinuing-residential-trash-
collection-in-centre-county/  
 
 
Water 
 
TribLive: Springdale Borough forcing Springdale Township residents to convert to accurate water meters 
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/springdale-borough-forcing-springdale-township-
residents-to-convert-to-accurate-water-meters/ 
 
Morning Call: Storm brings several inches of rain to Lehigh Valley, causes flooding in Quakertown before 
moving out of area 
https://www.mcall.com/2026/07/29/flood-watch-canceled-after-storm-brings-inches-of-rain-to-lehigh-
valley-causes-flooding-in-quakertown/ 
 
Lancaster Online: Federal judge orders Republic Services to pay $9.2M for polluting York County creek 
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https://lancasteronline.com/news/local/federal-judge-orders-republic-services-to-pay-9-2m-for-
polluting-york-county-creek/article_225e5428-9739-4d78-aa7e-1924b1a99a38.html 
 
Lancaster Online: Various types of water infrastructure projects underway in Adamstown Borough 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/regional/various-types-of-water-infrastructure-projects-underway-in-
adamstown-borough/article_274c1b29-c476-4b4b-99fb-4889547264f5.html 
 
Lancaster Farming: Is That Normal Pond Scum or a Harmful Algal Bloom? 
https://www.lancasterfarming.com/farming-news/news/is-that-normal-pond-scum-or-a-harmful-algal-
bloom/article_3709a4da-8f33-5c06-acc5-1693cc6d48c2.html 
 
Huntingdon Daily News: Streams, creeks swell from storms 
https://www.huntingdondailynews.com/news/local/streams-creeks-swell-from-
storms/image_331e5219-2c43-4c70-9b6d-3cd047749820.html 
 
CBS21: 'We need absolute transparency': Veolia customers share frustrations on water quality 
https://local21news.com/news/local/we-need-absolute-transparency-veolia-customers-share-
frustrations-on-water-quality-pennsylvania-public-utility-commission-ppuc-hearing-brown-water-tap 
 
FOX43: Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission starts public hearings for Veolia Water 
https://www.fox43.com/article/news/community/pennsylvania-public-utility-commission-starts-public-
hearings-for-veolia-water/521-e0897019-040d-4e15-b275-e2667bab2492NRC 
 
KYW: Bucks County hit hard by flash flooding 
https://www.audacy.com/kywnewsradio/news/local/bucks-county-flash-flooding 
 
KYW: Flood watch in effect throughout Philadelphia region 
https://www.audacy.com/kywnewsradio/podcasts/d81566608e783ef09f28df4e28074880/episodes/flo
od_watch_in_effect_througho-8545957 
 
Lock Haven Express: The Pa. budget quietly relaxed a standard for lead reporting in schools drinking 
water. Issues with the law go much deeper. 
https://www.lockhaven.com/news/local-news/2026/07/the-pa-budget-quietly-relaxed-a-standard-for-
lead-reporting-in-schools-issues-with-the-law-go-much-deeper/  
 
Centre Daily Times: 50-acre growth boundary expansion will allow Penn State to unify, enlarge ARL 
campus 
https://www.centredaily.com/news/local/article316644586.html  
 
StateCollege.com: Centre Region COG Approves Growth Boundary Expansion for Penn State ARL 
Campus at Innovation Park 
https://www.statecollege.com/articles/local-news/centre-region-cog-approves-growth-boundary-
expansion-for-penn-state-arl-campus-at-innovation-park/  
 
StateCollege.com: Nittany Mall Owners Must Pay College Township $126K for Sinkhole Repairs, Judge 
Rules 
https://www.statecollege.com/articles/local-news/nittany-mall-owners-must-pay-college-township-
126k-for-sinkhole-repairs-judge-rules/  
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https://www.centredaily.com/news/local/article316644586.html
https://www.statecollege.com/articles/local-news/centre-region-cog-approves-growth-boundary-expansion-for-penn-state-arl-campus-at-innovation-park/
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https://www.statecollege.com/articles/local-news/nittany-mall-owners-must-pay-college-township-126k-for-sinkhole-repairs-judge-rules/
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Miscellaneous 
 
Tribune-Democrat: Crude oil prices jump again, U.S. stocks slip ahead a decision from Fed on interest 
rates 
https://www.tribdem.com/news/latest_news/crude-oil-prices-jump-again-u-s-stocks-slip-ahead-a-
decision-from-fed-on/article_22384caf-1e4b-5624-b92a-6c5531018d02.html 
 
TribLive: Flood-prone Hempfield home will be razed 
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/flood-prone-hempfield-home-will-be-razed/ 
 
WFMZ: Narrows’ section of Riverside Drive closed in Lower Saucon 
https://www.wfmz.com/news/area/lehighvalley/northampton-county/bethlehem-area/narrows-
section-of-riverside-drive-closed-in-lower-saucon/article_3873ad41-a40a-4659-9e17-
a2bc870313e2.html#tncms-source=Homepage-Top-Stories 
 
WVIA: City of Scranton officials plan to help those impacted by two main water breaks, call on water 
company to replace line 
https://www.wvia.org/news/local/2026-07-28/city-of-scranton-officials-plan-to-help-those-impacted-
by-two-water-main-breaks-call-on-water-company-to-replace-line 
 
WBRE: City looks for answers as pipes crumble 
https://www.2822news.com/top-news/city-looks-for-answers-as-pipes-crumble/ 
 
The Philadelphia Inquirer: Strong storms prompt tornado and flood warnings in the Philly region 
https://www.inquirer.com/weather/flood-thunderstorm-watch-philadelphia-weather-tornado-
20260728.html 
 
Fox29: One of Pennsylvania’s toughest invasive plants: What Japanese knotweed looks like 
https://www.fox29.com/news/one-pennsylvanias-toughest-invasive-plants-what-japanese-knotweed-
looks-like 
 
WHYY: Pennsylvania takes aggressive stance to prevent flesh-eating New World screwworm fly from 
coming into the state 
https://whyy.org/articles/new-world-screwworm-fly-pennsylvania/ 
 
Sunbury Daily Item: Pa., other states sue administration after conditions placed on receiving disaster 
funding 
https://www.dailyitem.com/news/pa-other-states-sue-administration-after-conditions-placed-on-
receiving-disaster-funding/article_8c122741-079b-419b-af0b-13b9d62d3bf1.html  
 
Sunbury Daily Item: STATE OF THE FARM | U.S. farmland shrinks while land values, production costs 
grow 
https://www.dailyitem.com/cnhi_network/state-of-the-farm-u-s-farmland-shrinks-while-land-values-
production-costs-grow/article_46cd0641-9c9c-5a1a-9761-9958e16ac702.html  
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