Some clips may be behind a paywall. If Regional employees need access to these clips, please contact
your Regional Communications Manager (NWRO — Tom Decker; NCRO — Megan Lehman; NERO — Patti
Monahan; SERO — Robyn Briggs; SCRO — John Repetz; SWRO — Laina Aquiline). If Central Office staff (and
others outside of DEP) need access to these clips, please email me at brandongla@pa.gov

Top DEP Stories

Herald-Standard: New state methane rules being developed for oil and gas operations
https://www.heraldstandard.com/news/local-news/2026/jul/28/new-state-methane-rules-being-
developed-for-oil-and-gas-operations/

Mentions

Observer-Reporter: DEP and Conservation District visit West Pike Run Township
https://www.observer-reporter.com/uncategorized/2026/jul/28/dep-and-conservation-district-visit-
west-pike-run-township/

NBC10: West Nile virus detected in mosquito sample near Mount Sharon Cemetery
https://www.nbcphiladelphia.com/news/local/west-nile-virus-detected-in-mosquito-sample-near-
mount-sharon-cemetery/4438411/?amp=1

Air

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: Letter to the editor: Air quality is life quality
https://www.post-gazette.com/local/2026/07/27/air-quality-pittsburgh-smog-wildfire-smoke-
pa/stories/202607270003

Pennlive: Wildfire smoke coming back ‘across pretty much all of Pa.” How bad will it get?
https://www.pennlive.com/weather/2026/07/wildfire-smoke-coming-back-across-pretty-much-all-of-
pa-how-bad-will-it-get.html

Climate Change

Centre Daily Times: The National Climate Assessment is broken — appointing Matthew Wielicki to lead it
won't help (Opinion)
https://www.centredaily.com/opinion/us-viewpoints/article316609479.html

Centre Daily Times: 5 lessons from 20 years of climate surveys: Political party matters, but it doesn't
explain everything (Opinion)
https://www.centredaily.com/opinion/us-viewpoints/article316592856.html|

Conservation and Recreation
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Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: Birdwatchers flock to Presque Isle for a glimpse of Alaska’s state bird, the
willow ptarmigan
https://www.post-gazette.com/life/outdoors/2026/07/28/pa-presque-isle-alaska-state-bird-willow-
ptarmigan/stories/202607240039

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: Brandon McGinley: What city gardens teach us about life, land and the future
https://www.post-gazette.com/local/city/2026/07/28/city-gardens-pittsburgh/stories/202607280003

Allegheny Front: Discover the carnivorous plants of Spruce Flats Bog, a gem of the Laurel Highlands
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/discover-the-carnivorous-plants-of-spruce-flats-bog-a-gem-of-the-
laurel-highlands/

Lehighvalleylive: Should Delaware Water Gap be a national park? Why lawmakers just moved to block
designation.
https://www.lehighvalleylive.com/outdoors/2026/07/should-delaware-water-gap-be-a-national-park-
why-lawmakers-just-moved-to-block-designation.html

Lehighvalleylive: How to measure a fish in Pennsylvania as new legal standard approved
https://www.lehighvalleylive.com/outdoors/2026/07/how-to-measure-a-fish-in-pennsylvania-as-new-
legal-standard-approved.html

Lock Haven Express: The Clinton County Conservation District now accepting ACAP applications
https://www.lockhaven.com/news/community/2026/07/the-clinton-county-conservation-district-now-
accepting-acap-applications/

Williamsport Sun-Gazette: Susquehanna Greenway Outdoor Expo celebrates its fifth year on Saturday
https://www.sungazette.com/news/outdoors/2026/07/susquehanna-greenway-outdoor-expo-
celebrates-its-fifth-year-on-saturday/

Williamsport Sun-Gazette: Learning about our birds, contributing to science
https://www.sungazette.com/news/outdoors/2026/07/learning-about-our-birds-contributing-to-

science/

Lock Haven Express: Crickfest returns to Penns Valley for a day of music, nature and community
celebration
https://www.lockhaven.com/news/community/2026/07/crickfest-returns-to-penns-valley-for-a-day-of-
music-nature-and-community-celebration/

Centre Daily Times: Will Penn’s Cave become PA’s 126th state park? Here’s the latest on the effort
https://www.centredaily.com/news/local/community/penns-valley/article316594085.html

Data Centers

Pittsburgh Business Times: Aligned Data Centers closes on 650-acre Shippingport site — here's how
much it paid
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2026/07/27/aligned-data-centers-shippingport-
industrial.html
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TribLive: Gilpin Township weighs zoning changes targeting future data centers
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/gilpin-supervisors-to-vote-on-zoning-ordinance-

amendment/

WVIA: Future of Ransom Twp. property uncertain as developer says 'no plans' for data center campus
https://www.wvia.org/news/local/2026-07-27/future-of-ransom-twp-property-uncertain-as-carbon-
county-developer-says-no-plans-for-data-center-campus

WHYY: ‘We will not be bullied’: Plymouth Township pushes back against proposed Conshohocken data
center
https://whyy.org/articles/conshohocken-data-center-proposal-plymouth-township-pushes-back/

Vista Today: East Whiteland Data Center Construction Halted Over Superfund Site Concerns
https://vista.today/2026/07/east-whiteland-data-center-superfund-site/

The Philadelphia Inquirer: In Montco data center fight, local officials say a developer has ‘bullied’ them.
He says that’s a ‘bold-faced lie.’
https://www.inquirer.com/news/pennsylvania/conshohocken-ai-data-center-brian-oneill-king-of-
prussia-20260728.htm|

Levittown Now: Falls Twp. Declares Part Of Zoning Ordinance ‘Invalid’ After Data Center Outcry
https://levittownnow.com/2026/07/28/falls-twp-declares-part-of-zoning-ordinance-invalid-after-data-

center-outcry/

Patch.com: 'Demanding Approval By Tantrum': Plymouth Twp. Council Calls Out Data Center Developer
https://patch.com/pennsylvania/plymouthwhitemarsh/demanding-approval-tantrum-plymouth-twp-
council-calls-out-data

Times Herald: Plymouth Township council formally opposes latest data center application
https://www.timesherald.com/2026/07/27/plymouth-township-council-formally-opposes-latest-data-
center-application/

Williamsport Sun-Gazette: Riverkeeper: Concerned citizen involvement is vital in addressing data center
projects
https://www.sungazette.com/news/outdoors/2026/07/concerned-citizen-involvement-is-vital-in-
addressing-data-center-projects-and-there-are-many-ways-to-get-involved/

Centre Daily Times: Editorial: Data center shows downside to federal land ownership
https://www.centredaily.com/opinion/us-viewpoints/article316686105.html

Centre Daily Times: Sorry, data center haters. You're on the wrong side of history. (Opinion)
https://www.centredaily.com/opinion/article316682003.html

Centre Daily Times: Commentary: Data center issue can empower rural areas
https://www.centredaily.com/opinion/us-viewpoints/article316681309.html

Centre Daily Times: Data centers not culprit for high power costs (Opinion)
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https://www.centredaily.com/opinion/us-viewpoints/article316641131.html

Centre Daily Times: Expect more data center moratoriums - and slower growth (Opinion)
https://www.centredaily.com/opinion/us-viewpoints/article316607955.html

Energy

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: Letter to the editor: Pa. can cap electricity prices
https://www.post-gazette.com/local/2026/07/28/puc-electricity-price-cap-pa/stories/202607280002

Altoona Mirror: New Pennsylvania law makes developers pay to decommission solar panels
https://www.altoonamirror.com/news/local-news/2026/07/new-pennsylvania-law-makes-developers-
pay-to-decommission-solar-panels/

ABC27: NRC hosts meeting on potential restart of Three Mile Island nuclear reactor
https://www.abc27.com/local-news/nrc-hosts-meeting-on-potential-restart-of-three-mile-island-
nuclear-reactor/

Lock Haven Express: PA Solar for Schools program renewed for third year
https://www.lockhaven.com/news/local-news/2026/07/pa-solar-for-schools-program-renewed-for-

third-year/

NorthcentralPA.com: Sen. Yaw’s solar development cleanup bill signed into law
https://www.northcentralpa.com/news/sen-yaw-s-solar-development-cleanup-bill-signed-into-
law/article baac9612-cfcl-4ae8-a6d1-9107647f8982.html

Centre Daily Times: Op-Ed: A $5 trillion idea to save energy is hiding in plain sight
https://www.centredaily.com/opinion/us-viewpoints/article316590061.html

Mining

Patch.com: Blasting Scheduled At Warrington Township Quarry
https://patch.com/pennsylvania/doylestown/blasting-scheduled-warrington-township-quarry

PFAS

My Chesco.com: Aqua Directs State Funding to Chester County PFAS Projects
https://www.mychesco.com/a/news/aqua-directs-state-funding-to-chester-county-pfas-
projects/#google vignette

Radiation Protection

Lock Haven Express: As Trump boosts nuclear power, regulators seek to eliminate a longstanding
radiation safety practice
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https://www.lockhaven.com/news/local-news/2026/07/as-trump-boosts-nuclear-power-regulators-
seek-to-eliminate-a-longstanding-radiation-safety-practice/

Lock Haven Express: Beyond cancer: the surprising benefits of radiation therapy
https://www.lockhaven.com/news/health/2026/07/beyond-cancer-the-surprising-benefits-of-radiation-

therapy/

Vector Management

Meadville Tribune: West Nile virus detected in mosquito sample in Mercer County
https://www.meadvilletribune.com/news/west-nile-virus-detected-in-mosquito-sample-in-mercer-
county/article 49895c44-ae87-4c7a-b837-cf23a288deaf.html

WICU-TV: West Nile Virus Detected in Mosquitos from Mercer and Erie Counties
https://www.erienewsnow.com/news/west-nile-virus-detected-in-mosquitos-from-mercer-and-erie-
counties/article bbef48a8-0442-4f31-8453-455ca9d5d946.html

Carlisle Sentinel: 9th positive West Nile virus mosquito sample found in Cumberland County
https://cumberlink.com/news/local/article_e0b2c3de-e20d-4¢76-9175-cd9de0896517.html

Delco Times: West Nile positive found in Springfield
https://www.delcotimes.com/2026/07/25/west-nile-positive-found-in-springfield/

Waste

WOLF: Inside Hazleton's homeless 'Tent City'
https://fox56.com/news/local/inside-hazletons-homeless-tent-city

Citizen’s Voice: Wilkes-Barre mayor clarifies intent on selling sewer system
https://www.citizensvoice.com/2026/07/27/wilkes-barre-mayor-clarifies-intent-on-selling-sewer-

system/

Lancaster Online: Colerain OKs ordinance changes affecting storm water, septic pumping and dangerous
structures
https://lancasteronline.com/news/regional/colerain-oks-ordinance-changes-affecting-storm-water-
septic-pumping-and-dangerous-structures/article 2b44902a-a30b-4bc1-a2d8-6c8eb6b23194.html

York Daily Record: Modern Landfill operator ordered to pay $9.2M for water pollution
https://www.ydr.com/story/news/local/2026/07/27/modern-landfill-operator-ordered-to-pay-9-2m-
for-water-violations/91070727007/

ABC27: Pennsylvania landfill owner ordered to pay $9.2M for violating Clean Water Act
https://www.abc27.com/news/top-stories/pennsylvania-landfill-owner-ordered-to-pay-9-2m-for-
violating-clean-water-act/

CBS21: York County landfill ordered to pay $9.2M after 400+ Clean Water Act violations
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https://local21news.com/news/local/york-county-landfill-ordered-to-pay-92m-for-clean-water-act-
violations-pa-pennsylvania-clean-water-act-republic-services-york-county-susquehanna-river-kreutz-

creek-pollution

FOX43: Republic Services ordered to pay $9.2 million civil penalty for polluting York County creek,
violating Clean Water Act
https://www.fox43.com/article/news/local/york-county/court-orders-republic-services-pay-92-civil-
penalty-polluting-york-county-creek-violating-clean-water-act/521-ebbdf247-0c43-4f1a-9a36-
f31e19e0663e

WFMZ: RAWA issues drought emergency for North Heidelberg system
https://www.wfmz.com/news/area/berks/western-berks-county/rawa-issues-drought-emergency-for-
north-heidelberg-system/article afd94d13-732b-4fb0-80c8-4fdc9f5474fd.html

Reading Eagle: Mount Penn water authority says negotiations with borough continue
https://www.readingeagle.com/2026/07/27/mount-penn-water-authority-says-negotiations-with-
borough-continue/

Waste Today: Delaware County, Pennsylvania, awarded $5M EPA grant'
https://www.wastetodaymagazine.com/news/delaware-county-awarded-5-million-dollar-epa-grant/

Water

TribLive: Hundreds sign on for MAWC lead line replacement program
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/hundreds-sign-on-for-mawc-lead-line-replacement-

program/

WBRE: Hundreds without water after second downtown break
https://www.2822news.com/news/hundreds-without-water-after-second-downtown-break/

WNEP: Community provides water for downtown Scranton residents impacted by water main break
https://www.wnep.com/article/news/local/lackawanna-county/community-provides-water-downtown-
scranton-residents-impacted-water-main-break-lackawanna-county/523-89d5d113-4013-4d01-b3b7-
9301bad98a45

Republican Herald: $3.5M upgrade underway in county as Shenandoah faces sewer challenges
https://www.republicanherald.com/2026/07/25/water-ways-3-5m-upgrade-underway-in-county-as-
shenandoah-faces-sewer-challenges/

Cranberry Eagle: Zelienople authorizes future work on storm sewers, Four Corners Park
https://www.cranberryeagle.com/2026/07/28/zelienople-authorizes-future-work-on-storm-sewers-
four-corners-park/

Cranberry Eagle: Pennsylvania American Water conducting service line outreach in Butler County
https://www.cranberryeagle.com/2026/07/26/pa-american-water-conducting-service-line-outreach-in-

butler-county/
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Miscellaneous

Morning Call: 11 Lehigh County farms slated to be saved from development. Find out where
https://www.mcall.com/2026/07/27/11-lehigh-county-farms-slated-to-be-saved-from-development-

find-out-where/

WESA: State Supreme Court rules warrantless searches by Pa. game officials are unconstitutional
https://www.wesanews.org/courts-justice/2026-07-28/state-supreme-court-warantless-searches

ABC27: Demolition to begin at former William Penn school building this week
https://www.abc27.com/local-news/demolition-to-begin-at-former-william-penn-school-building-this-

week/

WGAL: Demolition begins at former William Penn High School in Harrisburg
mhttps://www.wgal.com/article/pa-abandoned-high-school-william-penn-harrisburg/73283673

WFMZ: 5th annual RIVERZILLA Community Day, park clean-up to take place Saturday
https://www.wfmz.com/news/area/berks/reading-area/5th-annual-riverzilla-community-day-park-
clean-up-to-take-place-saturday/article e01f5948-7686-4238-9532-f6ceef270dcf.html

The Philadelphia Inquirer: The Philly region is under a flood watch Tuesday and Wednesday with strong
storms expected
https://www.inquirer.com/weather/flood-warning-watch-philadelphia-weather-forecast-
20260727.html

Centre Daily Times: Nittany Mall owners ordered to pay College Township $126K after sinkhole repairs
https://www.centredaily.com/news/local/article316676555.html|
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