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Top DEP Stories 
 
NorthcentralPA.com: Radon is the second leading cause of lung cancer; have you tested your home? 
https://www.northcentralpa.com/life/health/radon-is-the-second-leading-cause-of-lung-cancer-have-
you-tested-your-home/article e1d70764-7432-11ec-ab31-97819aeb6813.html  
 
My ChesCo: East Whiteland Residents Encouraged to Test for Radon, Free Testing Kits Available 
https://www.mychesco.com/a/communities/east-whiteland-residents-encouraged-to-test-for-radon-
free-testing-kits-available/ 
 
Mentions 
 
More Than The Curve: Smell in the Conshohocken area on January 13th explained 
https://morethanthecurve.com/smell-in-the-conshohocken-area-on-january-13th-explained/ 
 
Philadelphia Inquirer: What was that smell in the air Thursday throughout the Philly region? 
https://www.inquirer.com/news/philadelphia-air-quality-odor-smell-inversion-20220114.html 
 
Philadelphia Inquirer: Thousands of gallons of toxic phenol reportedly spilled this week at a Philly 
chemical plant 
https://www.inquirer.com/news/phenol-advansix-philadelphia-chemical-spill-20220114.html 
 
Phys.Org: Thousands of gallons of toxic phenol reportedly spilled this week at a Philly chemical plant 
https://phys.org/news/2022-01-thousands-gallons-toxic-phenol-reportedly.html 
 
Clearfield Progress: Conservation District awarded $248,691 for Countywide Action Plan projects 
https://www.theprogressnews.com/progress news/conservation-district-awarded-248-691-for-
countywide-action-plan-projects/article 2cf7bf2a-8a74-5a8f-ba9f-8ad45fdea6d8.html  
 
Middle Susquehanna Riverkeeper Blog: How winter storms, road salt, and increasing salinity in our 
creeks and river impact our aquatic resources 
http://www.middlesusquehannariverkeeper.org/blog/how-winter-storms-road-salt-and-increasing-
salinity-in-our-creeks-and-river-impact-our-aquatic-resources  
 
NorthcentralPA.com: How road salting impacts PA waterways 
https://www.northcentralpa.com/life/outdoors/how-road-salting-impacts-pa-
waterways/article a7c0ed96-77a3-11ec-96da-475088c89947.html  
 
Sunbury Daily Item: Winter storms increase salinity in Valley waterways 
https://www.dailyitem.com/winter-storms-increase-salinity-in-valley-waterways/article 3e76e652-
756d-11ec-ad68-6f40b03576a6.html  
 
Sunbury Daily Item: Union County Conservation District offers some tips on earth disturbance activity 
https://www.dailyitem.com/union-county-conservation-district-offers-some-tips/article c7309c14-
7571-11ec-8423-97a59079a0dc.html  
 



Clearfield Progress-News: State senator seeks wolf Administration testimony on rising cost of 
greenhouse initiative  
https://www.theprogressnews.com/news/state/state-senator-seeks-wolf-administration-testimony-on-
rising-cost-of-greenhouse-initiative/article 5f847153-015d-5d4c-8ac8-19aaaebd5103.html  
 
Penn State News: Farmers in 14 counties will be surveyed on their use of conservation practices 
https://www.psu.edu/news/impact/story/farmers-14-counties-will-be-surveyed-their-use-conservation-
practices/  
 
Scranton Times: judge combines two Montage Mountain Resort lawsuits against Pennsylvania American 
water but keeps judgments separate 
https://www.thetimes-tribune.com/news/judge-combines-two-montage-mountain-resorts-lawsuits-
against-pennsylvania-american-water-but-keeps-judgments-separate/article d5f38218-c55d-50bc-
bba5-b15b4810daaf.html 
 
WTAE: Structure fire, explosions rattle Leetsdale 
https://www.wtae.com/article/structure-fire-explosions-rattle-leetsdale/38783335 
 
Post-Gazette: A new Pittsburgh well-plugging company and a leak detection firm tackle landscape of 
abandoned gas and oil wells 
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/powersource/2022/01/17/NextLVL-Energy-Heath-Consultants-
oil-natural-gas-leak-orphaned-abandoned-well-plugging-Appalachia-methane-emissions-carbon-
credits/stories/202201160041 
 
RGGI 
 
Kane Republican: State Senator seeks Wolf administration testimony on rising cost of greenhouse 
initiative (pg 3) 
https://kanerepublican.pressreader.com/kane-republican/20220117 
 
Bloomberg Law: Regional Climate Pact’s Future Is Now a Tale of Two Governors 
https://news.bloomberglaw.com/environment-and-energy/regional-climate-pacts-future-is-now-a-tale-
of-two-governors 
 
WKOK: RGGI Carbon Tax Policy Being Challenged by Senator Yaw 
https://www.wkok.com/rggi-carbon-tax-policy-being-challenged-by-senator-yaw/ 
 
WCCS: DEP secretary does not intend to attend RGGI hearing 
https://www.wccsradio.com/2022/01/16/dep-secretary-does-not-intend-to-attend-rggi-hearing/ 
 
Air 
 
Beaver County Radio: EPA Seeking Comments on Proposed Methane Ruling 
https://beavercountyradio.com/news/epa-seeking-comments-on-proposed-methane-ruling/ 
 
NBC10 Philadelphia: Unusual Odor Fills the Air in Parts of NJ, PA 
https://www.nbcphiladelphia.com/news/weird/unusual-odor-fills-the-air-in-parts-of-nj-
pennsylvania/3107462/ 



 
Climate Change 
 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette: Pennsylvania can make better decisions than 9 other states (Editorial) 
https://www.sungazette.com/opinion/editorials/2022/01/pennsylvania-can-make-better-decisions-
than-9-other-states/  
 
WESA: To get by in a changing climate, plants need animal poop to carry them to safety 
https://www.wesa.fm/2022-01-18/to-get-by-in-a-changing-climate-plants-need-animal-poop-to-carry-
them-to-safety   
 
Conservation & Recreation 
 
Butler Eagle: Volunteers improve Jennings prairie 
https://www.butlereagle.com/20220117/volunteers-improve-jennings-prairie/ 
 
Kane Republican: Forest Service Announces Scoping Comment Period Open for Jug Handle Project on 
Marienville District (pg 1) 
https://kanerepublican.pressreader.com/kane-republican/20220117 
 
WESA: Penn State researchers aim to debunk myths surrounding spotted lanternfly 
https://www.wesa.fm/environment-energy/2022-01-18/penn-state-researchers-aim-to-debunk-myths-
surrounding-spotted-lanternfly 
 
Allegheny Front: 1% of Pennsylvania farmers are people of color, changing that could help solve an ag 
labor shortage 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/1-of-pennsylvania-farmers-are-people-of-color-changing-that-could-
help-solve-an-ag-labor-shortage/ 
 
Herald-Standard: Officials announce $635K in grant funding for Crawford Park project 
https://www.heraldstandard.com/community life/community news/officials-announce-635k-in-grant-
funding-for-crawford-park-project/article c76056da-7543-11ec-ad96-dfa31293427b.html 
 
Tribune-Review: Allegheny RiverTrail Park expands 2 acres with help from state grant 
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/allegheny-rivertrail-park-expands-2-acres-with-help-
from-state-grant/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Trout group promotes 'fishing tourism' for Laurel Highlands 
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/trout-group-promotes-fishing-tourism-for-laurel-highlands/ 
 
Tribune-Review: There's actually plenty of life in the winter, as traipse through Murrysville nature 
reserve shows 
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/theres-actually-plenty-of-life-in-the-winter-as-traipse-through-
murrysville-nature-reserve-shows/  
 
Tribune-Review: Fox Chapel councilwoman Mandy Steele to enter race for 33rd House District 
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/fox-chapel-councilwoman-mandy-steele-to-enter-race-
for-33rd-house-district/ 



 
Energy 
 
Lock Haven Express: Renovo Council hears proposal for former car wash; electric vehicle charging station 
planned 
https://www.lockhaven.com/news/local-news/2022/01/renovo-council-hears-proposal-for-former-car-
wash/  
 
Pennlive: Bill Gates bets big on nuclear power in small town 
https://www.pennlive.com/nation-world/2022/01/bill-gates-bets-big-on-nuclear-power-in-small-
town.html 
 
Huntingdon Daily News: Camp receives solar panels 
https://www.huntingdondailynews.com/news/local/camp-receives-solar-panels/article 6bf6f79c-4ab0-
5f17-9c4d-9104f5d50cbb.html#tncms-source=login 
 
Pennlive: Md. county proposal would mandate new homes have wiring for electric vehicle charging 
https://www.pennlive.com/news/2022/01/md-county-proposal-would-mandate-new-homes-have-
wiring-for-electric-vehicle-charging.html 
 
CBS21: Simple tips on lowering your energy bill during winter 
https://local21news.com/news/local/simple-tips-on-lowering-your-energy-bill-during-winter 
 
Times News: PA court grants turbine appeal 
https://www.tnonline.com/20220117/pa-court-grants-turbine-appeal/ 
 
Allegheny Front: Offshore wind energy lease sale in N.Y., N.J. touted as eventual jobs creator 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/offshore-wind-energy-lease-sale-in-n-y-n-j-touted-as-eventual-jobs-
creator/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Sen. Gene Yaw: What critics get wrong about energy choice 
https://triblive.com/opinion/sen-gene-yaw-what-critics-get-wrong-about-energy-choice/ 
 
AP News: Race to cut carbon emissions splits U.S. states on nuclear 
https://apnews.com/article/climate-technology-business-nuclear-power-environment-and-nature-
cfb21ab68a9e7005cc08873f2a5a7031 
 
Environmental Cleanup & Brownfields 
 
Tribune-Democrat: City, JRA collaborate to launch land bank in blight fight 
https://www.tribdem.com/news/city-jra-collaborate-to-launch-land-bank-in-blight-
fight/article f6e71352-757b-11ec-9a61-3b3faa5633ae.html 
 
Tribune-Review: Pittsburgh Land Bank, PWSA work to streamline process for redeveloping blighted 
properties 
https://triblive.com/local/pittsburgh-land-bank-pwsa-work-to-streamline-process-for-redeveloping-
blighted-properties/ 
 



Mining 
 
KDKA: West Virginia Coal Miner Dies After Falling 30 Feet 
https://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2022/01/15/coal-miner-dies-in-fall-in-west-virginia/ 
 
Oil and Gas 
 
Observer-Reporter: Canonsburg gas station remains closed 
https://observer-reporter.com/news/localnews/canonsburg-gas-station-remains-
closed/article e90dc1b8-7553-11ec-80ee-db1776eacdac.html 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: EQT gains dual ESG certification of natural gas wells 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2022/01/14/eqt-gains-dual-certification-of-natural-gas-
wells.html  
 
Beaver County Times: Oil and gas producers in region 'desperate' to fill positions 
https://www.timesonline.com/story/news/2022/01/16/oil-and-gas-producers-western-pa-eager-fill-
positions/9159288002/ 
 
Radiation Protection 
 
Bradford Era: Superload delayed by weather 
https://www.bradfordera.com/news/superload-delayed-by-weather/article 42543e7d-0164-535c-
9441-d472acb23079.html 
 
The Derrick: Superload journey delayed due to weather 
https://www.thederrick.com/news/community news/superload-journey-delayed-due-to-
weather/article 665c4b5a-77d7-11ec-af10-032139f75b26.html 
 
exploreVenango: Superload’s Trek through Region Delayed Until Tuesday At Earliest 
https://explorevenango.com/superloads-trek-through-region-delayed-until-tuesday-at-earliest/ 
 
exploreVenango: 294-Ton, 213 Foot Long ‘Superload’ Set to Move through Venango County on Monday 
Night 
https://explorevenango.com/294-ton-213-foot-long-superload-set-to-move-through-venango-county-
on-monday-night/ 
 
WBRE: Slow-moving superload resting in Great Bend Township 
https://www.pahomepage.com/news/slow-moving-superload-resting-in-great-bend-township/ 
 
Pennlive: Get a load of the 294-ton ‘superload’ crawling across Pa. at 30 mph 
https://www.pennlive.com/nation-world/2022/01/get-a-load-of-the-294-ton-pa-superload-crawling-
along-interstate-80-at-30-mph.html 
 
Beaver County Times: American Lung Association ranks PA as "below tier" for radon mitigation efforts in 
new data 
https://www.timesonline.com/story/news/2022/01/18/american-lung-study-says-39-pa-homes-above-
epa-suggested-radon-levels/9198051002/ 



 
Waste 
 
Times Observer: Eggleston pitches authority as part of landfill closure 
https://www.timesobserver.com/news/local-news/2022/01/eggleston-pitches-authority-as-part-of-
landfill-closure/ 
 
Penn State News: Penn State awarded $3.4 million contract to target plastic waste 
https://www.psu.edu/news/earth-and-mineral-sciences/story/penn-state-awarded-34-million-contract-
target-plastic-waste/ 
 
Lancaster Farming: Lancaster Metal Recycling Business Helps Farmers Find Treasures and Make Extra 
Cash 
https://www.lancasterfarming.com/farming/lancaster-metal-recycling-business-helps-farmers-find-
treasures-and-make-extra-cash/article 0a0aa812-7311-11ec-bfdd-2bebc4f3e4d1.html 
 
Beaver County Radio: New Brighton Garbage and Recycling Collection By One Day This Week 
https://beavercountyradio.com/news/new-brighton-garbage-and-recycling-collection-by-one-day-this-
week/ 
 
Allegheny Front: Local teen focuses on litter with award-winning photo 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/local-teen-focuses-on-litter-with-award-winning-photo/ 
 
Post-Gazette: Even the winners in this photo contest are trashy 
https://www.post-gazette.com/life/goodness/2022/01/16/lens-on-litter-photo-contest-2021-winners-
trashy-photos-goodness/stories/202201040089 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Best Places to Work extra-large category winner: RoadRunner Recycling Inc. 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2022/01/18/best-places-profile-xl-category-
roadrunner.html 
 
Post-Gazette: Random Acts of Kindness: Recycling effort cuts to root of city's spirit 
https://www.post-gazette.com/life/goodness/2022/01/17/Random-Acts-of-Kindness-Recycling-effort-
cuts-to-root-of-city-s-spirit/stories/202201160001 
 
Water 
 
Bucks County Courier Times: Aqua Pennsylvania gets OK for $53 million Lower Makefield wastewater 
system purchase 
https://www.buckscountycouriertimes.com/story/news/2022/01/14/pennsylvania-puc-approves-sale-
lower-makefield-sewer-system-aqua-pennsylvania/6524813001/ 
 
Chester County Press: Lawrence moves legislation to save Chester Water Authority 
https://www.chestercounty.com/2022/01/17/387670/lawrence-moves-legislation-to-save-chester-
water-authority 
 
Lancaster Farming: EPA Outlines Expectations for Pennsylvania in Bay Cleanup 



https://www.lancasterfarming.com/news/main edition/epa-outlines-expectations-for-pennsylvania-in-
bay-cleanup/article a2a1b470-731c-11ec-a415-db31154d02d1.html 
 
Altoona Mirror: Altoona prepares several new stormwater projects 
https://www.altoonamirror.com/news/local-news/2022/01/altoona-prepares-several-new-stormwater-
projects/ 
 
Huntingdon Daily News: Conservation work funding received 
https://www.huntingdondailynews.com/news/local/conservation-work-funding-
received/article 5ab8c331-c60a-503f-a5d7-1ca4b1ccea55.html 
 
Huntingdon Daily News: Ice melt can have lasting impact 
https://www.huntingdondailynews.com/news/local/ice-melt-can-have-lasting-impact/article adcbc72c-
de26-537b-948d-a16ebb9fcb75.html 
 
WITF/StateImpact PA: York County lawmaker to lead state delegation to Chesapeake Bay cleanup board 
https://stateimpact.npr.org/pennsylvania/2022/01/17/york-county-lawmaker-to-lead-state-delegation-
to-chesapeake-bay-cleanup-board/ 
 
Mon Valley Independent: Loan approved for Monessen sewage project 
https://monvalleyindependent.com/2022/01/loan-approved-for-monessen-sewage-project/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Kiski Township supervisors to weigh how to spend American Rescue Plan money  
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/kiski-township-supervisors-to-weigh-how-to-spend-
american-rescue-plan-money/ 
 
Environmental Health News: LISTEN: Lead pollution and mental health 
https://www.ehn.org/listen-2656409266/lead-in-water 
 
PublicSource: Municipal governments are pouring COVID-19 relief money into infrastructure projects 
https://www.publicsource.org/civic-briefs-arpa-allegheny-county-infrastructure/ 
 
Miscellaneous 
 
Times News: Cooking oil, catalytic converter stolen in Monroe County 
https://www.tnonline.com/20220117/cooking-oil-catalytic-converter-stolen-in-monroe/ 
 
WPXI: Fire, explosions reported at Hussey Copper in Leetsdale 
https://www.wpxi.com/news/local/fire-explosions-reported-hussey-copper-
leetsdale/A2YYZIO6ZJABFMUYX6VN3Y7DRI/ 
 
Beaver County Times: Local firefighters successfully stop fire at Hussey Copper after multiple explosions 
https://www.timesonline.com/story/news/crime/2022/01/16/explosions-hussey-copper-caused-
molten-copper-firefighters-stop-no-injuries/6549824001/  
 
KDKA: Crews Struggle To Contain Flames At Hussey Copper In Leetsdale Due To Explosions, Falling Debris 
https://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2022/01/16/leetsdale-hussey-copper-fire/  
  



Pittsburgh Business Times: Fire, explosions reported at Hussey Copper in Leetsdale 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2022/01/16/fire-reported-at-hussey-copper.html 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Pennsylvania to receive $1.6B for bridge repair 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2022/01/14/pennsylvania-to-receive-1-6b-for-bridge-
repair.html  
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: PPG announces new collaboration on sustainable battery products 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/inno/stories/news/2022/01/14/ppg-collaborating-sustainable-
battery.html 
 
Tribune-Review: Regional temperatures could drop to 0 in days ahead 
https://triblive.com/local/regional/snow-storm-might-be-past-but-frigid-temperatures-are-next/ 


