
Some clips may be behind a paywall.  If Regional employees need access to these clips, please contact 
your Regional Communications Manager (NWRO – Tom Decker; NCRO – Megan Lehman; NERO – Patti 
Monahan; SERO – Robyn Briggs; SCRO – John Repetz; SWRO – Laina Aquiline). If Central Office staff (and 
others outside of DEP) need access to these clips, please email me at brandongla@pa.gov 
 
 
Top DEP Stories 
 
WTAE: Blair and Centre counties among recipients of $4.1M in DEP food recovery grants 
https://wjactv.com/news/local/blair-and-centre-counties-among-recipients-of-41m-in-dep-food-
recovery-grants 
 
Daily Courier: Fayette, Westmoreland receive Growing Greener grants 
https://www.dailycourier.com/news/fayette-westmoreland-receive-growing-greener-
grants/article_f3cc4859-f154-4e5a-9576-0ab94e2e1404.html 
 
York Daily Record: Mountains of plastic turf in limbo after Pa. recycling project falters 
https://www.ydr.com/story/news/environment/2026/02/02/artificial-turf-pa-cleanup-re-
match/87949674007/?tbref=hp 
 
News-Item: Commonwealth invests $4.1 million in food recovery infrastructure to nonprofits 
https://www.newsitem.com/news/local/commonwealth-invests-4-1-million-in-food-recovery-
infrastructure-to-nonprofits/article_b106eed5-9fbb-453d-a5dd-c9c713768e94.html 
 
 
Mentions 
 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: Code orange air quality alert issued for Mon Valley 
https://www.post-gazette.com/local/south/2026/01/31/air-pollution-warning-mon-valley-pm2-
5/stories/202601310039 
 
KDKA: Code Orange Air Quality Action Day declared for parts of Allegheny County on Saturday 
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/january-31-allegheny-county-code-orange-mon-valley/ 
 
TribLive: Code Orange air quality warning issued for Mon Valley 
https://triblive.com/local/code-orange-air-quality-warning-issued-for-mon-valley/ 
 
Erie Times: Mountains of plastic turf in limbo after Pa. recycling project falters 
https://www.goerie.com/story/news/environment/2026/02/02/artificial-turf-pa-cleanup-re-
match/87949674007/ 
 
Bradford Era: Deficiency notice on water bill not impacting water quality 
https://www.bradfordera.com/2026/01/30/disney-deficiency-notice-on-water-bill-not-impacting-water-
quality/ 
 
WHYY: Pennsylvania lawmakers push for new clean up law, a year after Upper Makefield pipeline leak 
https://whyy.org/articles/pennsylvania-environmental-cleanup-responsibility-act-upper-makefield-
pipeline-leak/ 

mailto:brandongla@pa.gov
https://wjactv.com/news/local/blair-and-centre-counties-among-recipients-of-41m-in-dep-food-recovery-grants
https://wjactv.com/news/local/blair-and-centre-counties-among-recipients-of-41m-in-dep-food-recovery-grants
https://www.dailycourier.com/news/fayette-westmoreland-receive-growing-greener-grants/article_f3cc4859-f154-4e5a-9576-0ab94e2e1404.html
https://www.dailycourier.com/news/fayette-westmoreland-receive-growing-greener-grants/article_f3cc4859-f154-4e5a-9576-0ab94e2e1404.html
https://www.ydr.com/story/news/environment/2026/02/02/artificial-turf-pa-cleanup-re-match/87949674007/?tbref=hp
https://www.ydr.com/story/news/environment/2026/02/02/artificial-turf-pa-cleanup-re-match/87949674007/?tbref=hp
https://www.newsitem.com/news/local/commonwealth-invests-4-1-million-in-food-recovery-infrastructure-to-nonprofits/article_b106eed5-9fbb-453d-a5dd-c9c713768e94.html
https://www.newsitem.com/news/local/commonwealth-invests-4-1-million-in-food-recovery-infrastructure-to-nonprofits/article_b106eed5-9fbb-453d-a5dd-c9c713768e94.html
https://www.post-gazette.com/local/south/2026/01/31/air-pollution-warning-mon-valley-pm2-5/stories/202601310039
https://www.post-gazette.com/local/south/2026/01/31/air-pollution-warning-mon-valley-pm2-5/stories/202601310039
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/january-31-allegheny-county-code-orange-mon-valley/
https://triblive.com/local/code-orange-air-quality-warning-issued-for-mon-valley/
https://www.goerie.com/story/news/environment/2026/02/02/artificial-turf-pa-cleanup-re-match/87949674007/
https://www.goerie.com/story/news/environment/2026/02/02/artificial-turf-pa-cleanup-re-match/87949674007/
https://www.bradfordera.com/2026/01/30/disney-deficiency-notice-on-water-bill-not-impacting-water-quality/
https://www.bradfordera.com/2026/01/30/disney-deficiency-notice-on-water-bill-not-impacting-water-quality/
https://whyy.org/articles/pennsylvania-environmental-cleanup-responsibility-act-upper-makefield-pipeline-leak/
https://whyy.org/articles/pennsylvania-environmental-cleanup-responsibility-act-upper-makefield-pipeline-leak/


 
Patch.com: Hazardous Spill Cleanup Bill Introduced By Bucks Co. State Lawmakers 
https://patch.com/pennsylvania/newtown-pa/bill-strengthen-pa-response-hazardous-spills-introduced-
bucks-co 
 
Newtown PA Now: Lawmakers Propose Environmental Cleanup Overhaul After Upper Makefield Pipeline 
Leak 
https://newtownpanow.com/2026/02/02/lawmakers-propose-environmental-cleanup-overhaul-after-
upper-makefield-pipeline-leak/#google_vignette 
 
Bucks County Herald: Pressing for answers, reforms one year after jet fuel leak's discovery in Upper 
Makefield 
https://www.buckscountyherald.com/news/pressing-for-answers-reforms-one-year-after-jet-fuel-leaks-
discovery-in-upper-makefield/article_b0fa03cc-78f0-46fa-9cb1-fb15de0ecac8.html 
 
My Chesco.com: DEP Says Permit Backlog Is Gone — Then Drops $4.1M to Fight Food Waste 
https://www.mychesco.com/a/news/pennsylvania/dep-says-permit-backlog-is-gone-then-drops-4-1m-
to-fight-food-waste/#google_vignette 
 
Around Ambler: Mattie N. Dixon Community Cupboard in Ambler, Willow Grove Baptist Church in Upper 
Dublin receive over $70K for food redistribution equipment 
https://aroundambler.com/mattie-n-dixon-community-cupboard-in-ambler-willow-grove-baptist-
church-in-upper-dublin-receive-over-70k-for-food-redistribution-equipment/ 
 
 
Air 
 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: Beaver County residents may stop paying emissions tax 
https://www.post-gazette.com/local/region/2026/02/01/beaver-county-residents-may-stop-paying-
emissions-tax/stories/202602010143 
 
 
Conservation and Recreation 
 
WJET-TV: Interactive exhibit highlights Presque Isle’s vital wetlands 
https://www.yourerie.com/news/local-news/interactive-exhibit-highlights-presque-isles-vital-wetlands/ 
 
Carlisle Sentinel: Cumberland County receives $40,000 grant to develop walking trail near public safety 
building 
https://cumberlink.com/news/local/government-politics/article_6ccbe942-4cc1-44d5-926f-
d0a326f8b843.html 
 
The Progress: Programs at Parker Dam State Park in February 
https://www.theprogressnews.com/news/local/programs-at-parker-dam-state-park-in-
february/article_bab991fc-3eda-4b59-a3ab-6d40754395d1.html 
 
 
Data Centers 
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TribLive: Opponents of Homer City power plant and data center air concerns at community gathering 
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/opponents-of-homer-city-power-plant-and-data-center-air-
concerns-at-community-gathering/ 
 
The Derrick: Clarion Borough holds public hearing on data center ordinance 
https://www.thederrick.com/news/front_page/clarion-borough-data-center-zoning-
ordinance/article_9f7e6036-4b0b-45ec-a21e-081b7f85cf74.html 
 
Daily Review: McLinko: Bradford County trying to stay ahead of data center surge 
https://www.thedailyreview.com/news/local/mclinko-bradford-county-trying-to-stay-ahead-of-data-
center-surge/article_36e8dd2d-5e31-4916-8137-e7e8c9bf80b8.html 
 
 
Energy 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Coterra Energy to merge with Devon Energy in $58 billion deal 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2026/02/02/coterra-energy-devon-energy-merger.html 
 
Observer-Reporter: Pa.’s energy bills out of control 
https://www.observer-reporter.com/opinion/op-eds/2026/feb/02/pa-s-energy-bills-out-of-control/ 
 
Times-Tribune: North Pocono to borrow up to $7.5M for solar, infrastructure projects 
https://www.thetimes-tribune.com/2026/02/01/north-pocono-to-borrow-up-to-7-5m-for-solar-
infrastructure-projects/ 
 
News-Item: Union County weighing solar options 
https://www.newsitem.com/news/local/union-county-weighing-solar-options/article_d5c68167-e659-
5fca-ad32-f302e6981c31.html 
 
 
Environmental Cleanup and Brownfields 
 
Pennlive: This 125-year-old Carlisle factory site just passed a crucial test for its next act 
https://www.pennlive.com/business/2026/02/this-125-year-old-carlisle-factory-site-just-passed-a-
crucial-test-for-its-next-act.html 
 
 
Mining 
 
Times-Tribune: Old Forge borehole’s mine water eyed for reclamation, hydroelectricity 
https://www.thetimes-tribune.com/2026/02/01/old-forge-boreholes-mine-water-eyed-for-reclamation-
hydroelectricity/ 
 
 
Oil and Gas 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: CNX Resources increases share buyback program 
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https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2026/01/30/cnx-resources-corp-increases-share-
buyback-program.html 
 
Pennlive: Why taxing natural gas won’t solve Pennsylvania’s budget crisis 
https://www.pennlive.com/opinion/2026/02/pennsylvania-energy-affordability-is-at-risk-under-tired-
tax-scheme-opinion.html 
 
 
Waste 
 
TribLive: Pittsburgh garbage, recycling collection to resume Monday 
https://triblive.com/local/pittsburgh-garbage-recycling-collection-to-resume-monday/ 
 
Tri-County Independent: Mountains of plastic turf in limbo after Pa. recycling project falters 
https://www.tricountyindependent.com/story/news/environment/2026/02/02/artificial-turf-pa-
cleanup-re-match/87949674007/?gnt-cfr=1&gca-cat=p&gca-uir=true&gca-epti=z11xx37v11xx37d--xx--
b--xx--&gca-ft=158&gca-ds=sophi 
 
Wyoming County Examiner: Factoryville, Clinton Twp. to discontinue recycling later this year 
https://www.wcexaminer.com/2026/01/28/factoryville-clinton-twp-to-discontinue-recycling-later-this-
year/ 
 
Carlisle Sentinel: Cumberland County plans to offer paper shredding program 
https://cumberlink.com/news/local/government-politics/article_57bdf085-bd9f-405e-9321-
a53519dbb0ce.html 
 
Press Enterprise: Zoners nix recycling center 
https://www.pressenterpriseonline.com/daily/020126/page/1/story/zoners-nix-recycling-center 
 
 
Water 
 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: As the region experiences ‘rare’ extreme cold, Pittsburgh’s rivers are expected 
to remain icy in the weeks ahead 
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/weather-news/2026/02/01/pittsburgh-rivers-ice-extreme-cold-
weather/stories/202601310048 
 
WTAE: Engineers monitor rare ice buildup on Pittsburgh's three rivers 
https://www.wtae.com/article/pittsburgh-river-ice-response/70215781 
 
Morning Call: Water mains break and pipes burst across Lehigh Valley as freezing temps persist; 
apartment building evacuated due to flooding 
https://www.mcall.com/2026/01/31/easton-water-main-break-eighth-pearl-streets/ 
 
Times-Tribune: Repairs completed, service restored after water main break in Hill Section 
https://www.thetimes-tribune.com/2026/02/01/repairs-completed-service-restored-after-water-main-
break-in-hill-section/ 
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Lancaster Online: Stormwater improvements should mean less street flooding in Columbia Borough 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/regional/stormwater-improvements-should-mean-less-street-
flooding-in-columbia-borough/article_0faa3f40-3fe1-41ea-8f4e-052b9995a828.html 
 
Lebtown: South Lebanon approves engineering agreement for Hebron stormwater project 
https://lebtown.com/2026/02/02/south-lebanon-approves-engineering-agreement-for-hebron-
stormwater-project/ 
 
Altoona Mirror: Water tank installed for fire protection in Castle Farms 
https://www.altoonamirror.com/news/local-news/2026/01/logantwp-castlefarms-fire-protection-
water-tank-installed/ 
 
Press Enterprise: Citizens object to water plan 
https://www.pressenterpriseonline.com/daily/020226/page/1/story/citizens-object-to-water-plan 
 
Philly Burbs: PFBC notes stocking exemptions on wild trout streams, other changes 
https://www.phillyburbs.com/story/sports/outdoors/2026/01/31/stocking-exemptions-fishing-
regulations-changes-made-on-pa-waters/88437496007/ 
 
 
Miscellaneous 
 
TribLive: North Huntingdon gets state grant for Indian Lake rehab project 
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/north-huntingdon-gets-state-grant-for-indian-lake-rehab-
project/ 
 
TribLive: ‘A little scary’ and a lot dangerous: People reminded to stay off frozen rivers 
https://triblive.com/local/a-little-scary-and-a-lot-dangerous-people-reminded-to-stay-off-frozen-rivers/ 
 
Lebtown: Lebanon County Conservation District’s annual Tree & Plant Sale is here  
https://lebtown.com/?srsltid=AfmBOoookcyxJJkhwoqWwxuAxL1ZmDRhwfQI0Ac6ogYUplrpwAz3X9CP 
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