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Top DEP Stories 
 
WJET-TV: Repairs planned for Monday as boil water advisory affects thousands in North East 
https://www.yourerie.com/news/local-news/repairs-planned-for-monday-as-boil-water-advisory-
affects-thousands-in-north-east/ 
 
WICU-TV: North East Remains under Boil Water Advisory 
https://www.erienewsnow.com/story/52044255/north-east-remains-under-boil-water-advisory 
 
 
Mentions 
 
Daily Local: Developers propose 294 high-density townhomes, apartments at NVF site in Kennett 
Square: Part I 
https://www.dailylocal.com/2024/11/25/developers-propose-294-high-density-townhomes-
apartments-at-nvf-site-as-kennett-square-residents-cite-environmental-concerns-over-toxins-in-soil-
while-lamenting-traffic-impact/ 
 
Daily Local: Residents share ‘legitimate concern’ on proposed high-density townhomes, apartments at 
NVF site: Part II 
https://www.dailylocal.com/2024/11/25/residents-share-legitimate-concern-on-proposed-high-density-
townhomes-apartments-at-nvf-site-part-ii/ 
 
Sunbury Daily Item: Conservation District offering assistance for farm plan development 
https://www.dailyitem.com/conservation-district-offering-assistance-for-farm-plan-
development/article_509125a6-be52-11ef-989b-5fc1362781a2.html 
 
 
Climate Change 
 
Sunbury Daily Item: USDA: Largest increase in spending is food costs 
https://dailyitem-
cnhi.newsmemory.com/?token=966c9527b69dcf675ba240fcc3c44157_67697b69_1406033&selDate=20
241223&goTo=A001&artid=1 
 
Beaver County Radio: Pennsylvania is experiencing phenomenon known as “lost winter” from climate 
change 
https://beavercountyradio.com/news/pennsylvania-is-experiencing-phenomenon-known-as-lost-
winter-from-climate-change/ 
 
 
 

mailto:kedeibert@pa.gov
https://www.yourerie.com/news/local-news/repairs-planned-for-monday-as-boil-water-advisory-affects-thousands-in-north-east/
https://www.yourerie.com/news/local-news/repairs-planned-for-monday-as-boil-water-advisory-affects-thousands-in-north-east/
https://www.erienewsnow.com/story/52044255/north-east-remains-under-boil-water-advisory
https://www.dailylocal.com/2024/11/25/developers-propose-294-high-density-townhomes-apartments-at-nvf-site-as-kennett-square-residents-cite-environmental-concerns-over-toxins-in-soil-while-lamenting-traffic-impact/
https://www.dailylocal.com/2024/11/25/developers-propose-294-high-density-townhomes-apartments-at-nvf-site-as-kennett-square-residents-cite-environmental-concerns-over-toxins-in-soil-while-lamenting-traffic-impact/
https://www.dailylocal.com/2024/11/25/developers-propose-294-high-density-townhomes-apartments-at-nvf-site-as-kennett-square-residents-cite-environmental-concerns-over-toxins-in-soil-while-lamenting-traffic-impact/
https://www.dailylocal.com/2024/11/25/residents-share-legitimate-concern-on-proposed-high-density-townhomes-apartments-at-nvf-site-part-ii/
https://www.dailylocal.com/2024/11/25/residents-share-legitimate-concern-on-proposed-high-density-townhomes-apartments-at-nvf-site-part-ii/
https://www.dailyitem.com/conservation-district-offering-assistance-for-farm-plan-development/article_509125a6-be52-11ef-989b-5fc1362781a2.html
https://www.dailyitem.com/conservation-district-offering-assistance-for-farm-plan-development/article_509125a6-be52-11ef-989b-5fc1362781a2.html
https://dailyitem-cnhi.newsmemory.com/?token=966c9527b69dcf675ba240fcc3c44157_67697b69_1406033&selDate=20241223&goTo=A001&artid=1
https://dailyitem-cnhi.newsmemory.com/?token=966c9527b69dcf675ba240fcc3c44157_67697b69_1406033&selDate=20241223&goTo=A001&artid=1
https://dailyitem-cnhi.newsmemory.com/?token=966c9527b69dcf675ba240fcc3c44157_67697b69_1406033&selDate=20241223&goTo=A001&artid=1
https://beavercountyradio.com/news/pennsylvania-is-experiencing-phenomenon-known-as-lost-winter-from-climate-change/
https://beavercountyradio.com/news/pennsylvania-is-experiencing-phenomenon-known-as-lost-winter-from-climate-change/


Conservation and Recreation 
 
MyChesCo: Ring in 2025 with Fresh Air and Adventure: Pennsylvania’s First Day Hikes Have Something 
for Everyone 
https://www.mychesco.com/a/news/pennsylvania/ring-in-2025-with-fresh-air-and-adventure-
pennsylvanias-first-day-hikes-have-something-for-everyone/ 
 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: White-tailed deer decimating crops as Pa. Game Commission considers 
revamping tag program 
https://www.post-gazette.com/life/outdoors/2024/12/21/pennsylvania-deer-crops-tag-
program/stories/202412200099 
 
WESA: New U.S. Farm Bill still out of reach, leaving programs unsettled 
https://www.wesa.fm/environment-energy/2024-12-20/new-u-s-farm-bill-still-out-of-reach-leaving-
programs-unsettled 
 
Allegheny Front: Get to know trees on a winter walk with Tree Pittsburgh 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/get-to-know-trees-on-a-winter-walk-with-tree-pittsburgh/ 
 
Herald-Standard: Majority of commissioners approve bid for Sheepskin Trial 
https://www.heraldstandard.com/editors_pick/2024/dec/23/majority-of-commissioners-approve-bid-
for-sheepskin-trial/ 
 
StateImpact: Endangered status proposed for Eastern hellbender 
https://stateimpact.npr.org/pennsylvania/2024/12/20/endangered-status-proposed-for-eastern-
hellbender/ 
 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: 'She just keeps going': Western Pa. trailblazer turns old rail lines into gold for 
towns in 3 counties 
https://www.post-gazette.com/life/goodness/2024/12/24/armstrong-trails-chris-
ziegler/stories/202412180109 
 
Union Progress: Arconic Foundation, Commonplace Coffee and donors step up to help cover Pittsburgh 
Parks Conservancy vehicle fleet’s vandalism costs 
https://www.unionprogress.com/2024/12/24/arconic-foundation-commonplace-coffee-and-donors-
step-up-to-help-cover-pittsburgh-parks-conservancy-vehicle-fleets-vandalism-costs/ 
 
Monarch Joint Venture: Ernst Seeds Joins the MJV Partner Network 
https://monarchjointventure.org/blog/ernst-seeds-joins-the-mjv-partner-network? 
 
 
Drought 
 
Delaware Currents: Delaware River watershed drought: Good for the birds, the trout – not so much 
https://delawarecurrents.org/2024/12/23/delaware-river-watershed-drought-good-for-the-birds-the-
trout-not-so-much/ 
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Energy 
 
Philadelphia Inquirer: Why Peco is still using wood for utility poles 
https://www.inquirer.com/news/philadelphia/peco-utility-poles-philadelphia-wood-20241223.html 
 
Bucks County Beacon: Pennsylvanians Won Important Victories for Clean Energy and the Environment in 
2024 
https://buckscountybeacon.com/2024/12/pennsylvanians-won-important-victories-for-clean-energy-
and-the-environment-in-2024/ 
 
Latrobe Bulletin: Unity Township Zoning Hearing Board denies solar farm 
https://www.latrobebulletinnews.com/news/local/unity-township-zoning-hearing-board-denies-solar-
farm/article_40a7cb1e-bf32-11ef-842f-4f68af012141.html 
 
NEXTpittsburgh: ARC ARISE grants could help Appalachia be more green 
https://nextpittsburgh.com/business-tech-news/arc-arise-grants-could-help-appalachia-be-more-green/ 
 
York Daily Record: Groups challenge preliminary approval of the Cuffs Run hydro project on the 
Susquehanna 
https://www.ydr.com/story/news/local/2024/12/23/groups-challenge-preliminary-approval-of-cuffs-
run-hydro-project/77102563007/ 
 
Lancaster Farming: Environmental Groups Ask for York County Hydroelectric Permit Rehearing 
https://www.lancasterfarming.com/farming-news/conservation/environmental-groups-ask-for-york-
county-hydroelectric-permit-rehearing/article_7f129b68-bf05-11ef-8271-43fee487d478.html 
 
CBS21: Environmental groups join forces to fight preliminary permit for Cuffs Run dam project 
https://local21news.com/news/local/cuffs-run-dam-susquehanna-river-york-county-lancaster-county-
pennsylvania-lancaster-coservancy-controversy-federal-energy-regulatory-commission-york-energy-
storage-december-21-2024# 
 
Huntingdon Daily News: Settlement cuts FirstEnergy rate hike 
https://www.huntingdondailynews.com/news/local/settlement-cuts-firstenergy-rate-
hike/article_ac516af2-be22-11ef-b1ec-a3d78303de8e.html 
 
WFMZ: State Sen. Boscola calls for change to Pa.'s energy policy, amid increased energy needs 
https://www.wfmz.com/news/area/pennsylvania/state-sen-boscola-calls-for-change-to-pa-s-energy-
policy-amid-increased-energy-needs/article_abe79d3a-bf16-11ef-aefe-7b3617c02f9c.html 
 
WFMZ: Met-Ed to launch $382 million infrastructure improvement plan 
https://www.wfmz.com/business/met-ed-to-launch-382-million-infrastructure-improvement-
plan/article_3d7c2cf6-bf0e-11ef-8836-7f0739c8c3d5.html 
 
StateCollege.com: Buck: Solar power purchase agreement will do exactly what it sets out to accomplish 
(Opinion) 
https://www.statecollege.com/articles/opinion/buck-solar-power-purchase-agreement-will-do-exactly-
what-it-set-out-to-accomplish/ 
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Pittsburgh Business Journal: 2024 Year in Review: EQT, Consol highlight energy industry upswing (Top 
Stories of the Year, No. 9) 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2024/12/23/2024-year-in-review-no-9-consol-merger-
arch.html 
 
Pittsburgh Business Journal: Eos Energy Enterprises opens search for second battery-making factory 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2024/12/20/eos-energy-enterprises-mon-valley.html 
 
Pittsburgh Business Journal: Stratus Material secures $3M from Department of Energy 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/inno/stories/fundings/2024/12/23/dept-of-energy-stratus-
material.html 
 
KDKA: Family of Pittsburgh-area man with cancer gets free solar system 
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/family-pittsburgh-area-man-cancer-free-solar-system/ 
 
Butler Eagle: EV charging station opens in Worth Township 
https://www.butlereagle.com/20241224/ev-charging-station-opens-in-worth-township/ 
 
Pennlive: Trump administration could make Pa.’s clean energy projects less environmentally friendly 
https://www.pennlive.com/politics/2024/12/trump-administration-could-make-pas-clean-energy-
projects-less-environmentally-friendly.html 
 
York Dispatch: Groups petition feds to reconsider permit for hydroelectric dam in eastern York County 
https://www.yorkdispatch.com/story/news/local/2024/12/23/group-petitions-feds-to-reconsider-
permit-for-dam-planned-on-cuffs-run-susquehanna-river-york-county/77178641007/ 
 
Central Penn Business Journal: ‘Solar coaster’ in store for Pa. business owners interested in clean 
energy? 
https://www.cpbj.com/solar-coaster-in-store-for-pa-business-owners-interested-in-clean-energy/ 
 
 
Environmental Cleanup and Brownfields 
 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: Demolition work on blighted Century III Mall expected to finish in 2026 
https://www.post-gazette.com/local/south/2024/12/22/century-iii-west-mifflin-mall-
demolition/stories/202412220087 
 
 
Mining 
 
The Mon Valley Independent: Local historians discuss Darr Mine disaster 
https://www.monvalleyindependent.com/2024/12/21/local-historians-discuss-darr-mine-disaster/ 
 
 
Oil and Gas 
 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: How the gas industry reads the consent decree tea leaves to get ahead of 
regulatory shifts 
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https://www.post-gazette.com/business/powersource/2024/12/23/epa-consent-decrees-methane-
wells-regulations/stories/202412220058 
 
Delco Times: Pa. lawmakers talk of requiring gas detectors in buildings after chocolate factory explosion 
that killed 7 
https://www.delcotimes.com/2024/12/24/pa-lawmakers-talk-of-requiring-gas-detectors-in-buildings-
after-chocolate-factory-explosion-that-killed-7/ 
 
 
PFAS 
 
WHYY: Firefighting is a dangerous job. Now, there's growing awareness of an invisible risk: cancer 
https://whyy.org/segments/firefighters-are-growing-more-aware-of-cancer-risks-on-the-job/ 
 
Beaver County Radio: Congressmembers Deluzio, Rulli Raise Concerns to Defense Department Over Plan 
to Incinerate “Forever Chemicals” in East Liverpool, OH—on Pennsylvania Border 
https://beavercountyradio.com/news/congressmembers-deluzio-rulli-raise-concerns-to-defense-
department-over-plan-to-incinerate-forever-chemicals-in-east-liverpool-oh-on-pennsylvania-border/ 
 
Allegheny Front: For 50 years, Safe Drinking Water Act has reduced diseases, and now ‘forever 
chemicals’ in the water 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/50-years-safe-drinking-water-act-forever-chemicals-water-pollution/ 
 
Lancaster Online: How Lancaster city deals with forever chemicals in drinking water 
https://lancasteronline.com/opinion/columnists/how-lancaster-city-deals-with-forever-chemicals-in-
drinking-water-column/article_90d128bc-be27-11ef-a600-8733d77ac102.html 
 
 
Vector Management 
 
Philadelphia Inquirer: How UPenn scientists are tracking bird flu and developing a vaccine 
https://www.inquirer.com/health/bird-flu-tracking-vaccine-upenn-20241223.html 
 
 
Waste 
 
Daily Local: Waste processing facility proposed for farm in southern Berks 
https://www.dailylocal.com/2024/12/23/waste-processing-facility-proposed-for-farm-in-southern-
berks/ 
 
KYW News: Here are some recycling tips this holiday season 
https://www.audacy.com/kywnewsradio/news/local/burlington-county-2024-holiday-recycling-tips 
 
The Mon Valley Independent: Rostraver Twp. ready to roll out new in-house garbage service 
https://www.monvalleyindependent.com/2024/12/21/rostraver-twp-ready-to-roll-out-new-in-house-
garbage-service/ 
 
Union Progress: It’s easier than you think to go green this holiday season 
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https://www.unionprogress.com/2024/12/20/its-easier-than-you-think-to-go-green-this-holiday-
season/ 
 
Reading Eagle: Waste processing facility proposed for farm in southern Berks 
https://www.readingeagle.com/2024/12/23/waste-processing-facility-proposed-for-farm-in-southern-
berks/ 
 
Philadelphia Inquirer: Has Philly finally turned the tide in the war on the trash? 
https://www.inquirer.com/news/philadelphia/philly-trash-sanitation-street-cleaning-parker-
20241223.html 
 
Lebtown.com: City of Lebanon announces free Christmas tree recycling schedule 
https://lebtown.com/2024/12/23/city-of-lebanon-announces-free-christmas-tree-recycling-schedule/ 
 
FOX43: Looking to get rid of your Christmas tree? Lancaster County Central Park offers free tree 
mulching to residents 
https://www.fox43.com/article/news/local/lancaster-county/lancaster-county-central-park-free-tree-
mulching/521-45c850df-b363-4f96-b2ae-9c90d4292ed1 
 
 
Water 
 
Daily Local: Horace Strand retires from Stormwater Authority of Chester 
https://www.delcotimes.com/2024/12/23/horace-strand-retires-from-stormwater-authority-of-
chester/ 
 
Erie Times: How low have Lake Erie water levels dropped? What December projections show 
https://www.goerie.com/story/news/local/2024/12/23/lake-erie-water-levels-november-december-
colder-temperatures-pa-army-corps-engineers/76194200007/ 
 
Clearfield Progress-News: Clearfield Borough votes down proposed whitewater park 
https://www.theprogressnews.com/news/clearfield-borough-votes-down-proposed-whitewater-
park/article_fa5498ee-befb-11ef-b2c1-0fccb4c15976.html 
 
Pittsburgh Business Journal: Pittsburgh to host national One Water Summit in July 2025 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2024/12/23/pittsburgh-to-host-national-water-summit-
in-2025.html 
 
WTAE: Massive water main break leaves gaping hole in Beaver County road 
https://www.wtae.com/article/massive-water-main-break-hole-beaver-county-road/63267656 
 
Clarion News: Aqua addresses water concerns 
https://www.theclarionnews.com/news/frontpage/aqua-addresses-water-concerns/article_3c068928-
bef7-11ef-99de-8bbba80597df.html 
 
Indiana Gazette: Blairsville-area family receives donated water well system to gain access to clean, safe 
water supply 
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https://www.indianagazette.com/news/blairsville-area-family-receives-donated-water-well-system-to-
gain-access-to-clean-safe-water/article_3164a52c-b66e-11ef-ae10-278c26cb665b.html 
 
North East School District Addresses Boil Water Advisory 
https://www.erienewsnow.com/story/52057352/north-east-school-district-addresses-boil-water-
advisory 
 
 
Miscellaneous 
 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: Winter weather advisory issued as snow piles up, multiple crashes occur 
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/weather-news/2024/12/21/winter-weather-advisory-pittsburgh-
snow-ice-crashes/stories/202412210049 
 
Tribune-Democrat: Conemaugh Township OKs bids for building, garage project 
https://www.tribdem.com/news/conemaugh-township-oks-bids-for-building-garage-
project/article_ff40807e-c073-11ef-b6b1-27d142bc597f.html 
 
KDKA: Small plane makes emergency landing on Interstate 376 in Beaver County 
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/small-plane-makes-emergency-landing-interstate-376-
beaver-county/ 
 
WPXI: City of Pittsburgh orders some residents in Oakland’s Skyvue Apartments to evacuate 
https://www.wpxi.com/news/local/city-pittsburgh-orders-some-residents-oaklands-skyvue-apartments-
evacuate/CZO4OCJMRVBUPOV7QMPDULKNFE/ 
 
WPXI: Small plane makes emergency landing on I-376 in Beaver County 
https://www.wpxi.com/news/local/small-plane-makes-emergency-landing-beaver-county-
expressway/PBTCBFE3CFFPRDJQXP2TDXJI4A/ 
 
Tribune Review: Proposed Plum church clears zoning hurdle 
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/proposed-plum-church-clears-zoning-hurdle/ 
 
Pittsburgh Business Journal: Steelite International to break ground on new warehouse/distribution 
center in Lawrence County 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2024/12/23/steelite-new-facility.html 
 
Tribune-Democrat: Biden will decide on US Steel acquisition after influential panel fails to reach 
consensus 
https://www.tribdem.com/news/biden-will-decide-on-us-steel-acquisition-after-influential-panel-fails-
to-reach-consensus/article_88d9d2bf-a9d0-52ae-ac5d-71b78286c813.html 
 
Tribune-Democrat: Northampton Township bridge closed for repairs 
https://www.tribdem.com/news/local_news/northampton-township-bridge-closed-for-
repairs/article_7b94b45e-bfe5-11ef-92c7-03fdc37ff82f.html 
 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: Rep. Chris Deluzio, Sen. Ed Markey pressing next Congress for rail upgrades, 
safety improvements 
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https://www.post-gazette.com/news/politics-nation/2024/12/24/chris-deluzio-ed-markey-rail-safety-
east-palestine/stories/202412200105 
 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: Federal panel deadlocked on U.S. Steel-Nippon deal 
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/powersource/2024/12/23/uss-nippon-cfius-biden-trump-
pittsburgh/stories/202412230131 
 
Philly Tribute: EPA head Regan, who championed environmental justice, to leave office Dec. 31 
https://www.phillytrib.com/news/epa-head-regan-who-championed-environmental-justice-to-leave-
office-dec-31/article_4c3332bd-a3db-5503-88a5-9d72881f9845.html 
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