Some clips may be behind a paywall. If Regional employees need access to these clips, please contact
your Regional Communications Manager (NWRO — Tom Decker; NCRO — Megan Lehman; NERO — Patti
Monahan; SERO — Robyn Briggs; SCRO — John Repetz; SWRO — Laina Aquiline). If Central Office staff (and
others outside of DEP) need access to these clips, please email me at brandongla@pa.gov

Top DEP Stories

WVIA: Penn State Extension to host PFAS forum, answer Columbia County residents’ questions
https://www.wvia.org/news/local/2025-08-27/penn-state-extension-to-host-pfas-forum-answer-
columbia-county-residents-questions

Erie Times: 'There is a danger': DEP works to seal abandoned, leaking gas and oil wells in Erie region
https://www.goerie.com/story/news/local/2025/08/27/orphan-wells-pa-state-officials-dealing-with-
leaking-methane-gas-erie-region/85849742007/?tbref=hp

Pa Environment Digest Blog: DEP Plugs 2 Conventional Gas Wells Abandoned By Their Owners And
Venting Gas In Erie County
https://paenvironmentdaily.blogspot.com/2025/08/dep-plugs-2-conventional-gas-wells.html

WIET-TV: DEP plugs gas leak in local residential area
https://www.yourerie.com/news/local-news/dep-plugs-gas-leak-in-local-residential-area/

WICU-TV: DEP Caps Leaking Gas Wells
https://www.erienewsnow.com/story/53036635/dep-caps-leaking-gas-wells

Mentions

KDKA: Shell leaders mull possible sale of Beaver County cracker plant
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/shell-cracker-plant-beaver-county-possible-sale/

Climate Change

WIJAC: How drier conditions could spell concern over wildfire risks this fall
https://wjactv.com/news/local/how-drier-conditions-could-spell-concern-over-wildfire-risks-this-fall#

Conservation and Recreation

Daily American: Work fixing the Greater Allegheny Passage starts next month. What to expect
https://www.dailyamerican.com/story/news/local/2025/08/28/greater-allegheny-passage-landslide-
repairs-scheduled/85839543007/

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: To find the biggest largemouth bass, fish small waters in Western Pa.
https://www.post-gazette.com/life/outdoors/2025/08/28/largemouth-bass-
pennsylvania/stories/202508280029
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Bedford Gazette: Local chapter prepares for Troutstock
https://www.bedfordgazette.com/news/local/local-chapter-prepares-for-troutstock/article 08cd8186-
4549-47e8-a4cc-7d28d4b8a5db.html

ABC27: Pennsylvania releases comprehensive state park trail data for hikers, visitors
https://www.abc27.com/pennsylvania/pennsylvania-releases-comprehensive-state-park-trail-data-for-

hikers-visitors/

Data Centers

The News Item: Mount Carmel Township favors zoning change for data center
https://www.newsitem.com/news/local/mount-carmel-township-favors-zoning-change-for-data-
center/article 995dc59a-a681-41c6-8e78-c074cc43049d.html

Lancaster Online: Lancaster city data centers face zoning hearing, possible new regulations
https://lancasteronline.com/news/local/lancaster-city-data-centers-face-zoning-hearing-possible-new-
regulations/article e6bb0d1f-fba3-43b9-8fe6-554a57f08966.html

Standard Speaker: County council asks PPL to consider alternatives to transmission line proposed in the
Sugarloaf Valley
https://www.standardspeaker.com/2025/08/26/county-council-asks-ppl-to-consider-alternatives-to-
transmission-line-proposed-in-the-sugarloaf-valley/

Standard Speaker: Sugarloaf Twp. holding special meeting addressing data centers
https://www.standardspeaker.com/2025/08/25/sugarloaf-twp-holding-special-meeting-addressing-

data-centers/

Energy

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: As storms pummel Pennsylvania, electric utilities are becoming less reliable
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/powersource/2025/08/28/pennsylvania-storms-electric-
utilities/stories/202508270097

Pittsburgh Business Times: EQT signs 20-year LNG purchase deal with Sempra, expanding global reach
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2025/08/27/eqt-liquified-natural-gas-sempra.html

The Daily Review: Solar development heats up in Athens, North Towanda, Ridgebury, Springfield
https://www.thedailyreview.com/news/local/solar-development-heats-up-in-athens-north-towanda-
ridgebury-springfield/article 2e31a3e5-b9f6-455b-9d62-d78bdb475033.html

The Derrick: Franklin schools partner with TEN company to seek energy-saving opportunities
https://www.thederrick.com/news/front page/franklin-schools-partner-with-ten-company-to-seek-
energy-saving-opportunities/article bf79ce46-c6c1-4d49-8117-7c¢718d70f5b8.html
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Mining

Union Progress: At Hawk’s Nest, hundreds of sickened workers died, then were hidden and forgotten; it
wasn’t an accident
https://www.unionprogress.com/2025/08/28/at-hawks-nest-hundreds-of-sickened-workers-died-then-
were-hidden-and-forgotten-it-wasnt-an-accident/

Tribune-Review: Letter to the editor: We need a moratorium on new coal mines
https://triblive.com/opinion/letter-to-the-editor-we-need-a-moratorium-on-new-coal-mines/

Oil and Gas

Pittsburgh Business Times: Range Resources CEO sees bright future for natural gas in Pennsylvania
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2025/08/27/degner-natural-gas-powered-data-
centers.html

PFAS

The Morning Times: Yaw, Miller introduce bipartisan bill limiting PFAS chemicals in firefighting
https://www.morning-times.com/news/article ea05cda5-92d5-44b1-a57a-589186d1c7el.html

Vector Management

WGAL: Mosquito spraying scheduled for portions of Lancaster County on Thursday
https://www.wgal.com/article/mosquito-spraying-scheduled-portions-lancaster-county-
thursday/65913628

Waste

Observer-Reporter: South Strabane to discontinue recycling drop-off on Zediker Station Road
https://www.observer-reporter.com/news/local news/2025/aug/28/south-strabane-to-discontinue-
recycling-drop-off-on-zediker-station-road/

Morning Call: Lehigh Valley landfill wins a major round in long fight to rezone more than 200 acres for
trash expansion
https://www.mcall.com/2025/08/28/grand-central-landfill-expansion-3/

WFMZ: Plainfield Twp. faces decision on controversial Grand Central Landfill expansion proposal
https://www.wfmz.com/news/area/lehighvalley/northampton-county/slate-belt/plainfield-twp-faces-
decision-on-controversial-grand-central-landfill-expansion-proposal/article 2666d1f5-c73f-46f1-b8da-
8a99bf3a7alb.html

Water
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WPXI: Water main break in same area leads to 2-hour delay for Chartiers Valley School District
https://www.wpxi.com/news/local/water-main-break-same-area-leads-2-hour-delay-chartiers-valley-
school-district/ZRRC2EARHZDBNHHWEAS5VWCHRMM/

The Daily Item: Union County invests in water detectors following repeated leaks
https://www.dailyitem.com/news/union-county-invests-in-water-detectors-following-repeated-
leaks/article d4a506a2-de3d-4da7-be0c-8e5a0f090576.html

StateCollege(dot)com: A Local Authority Wants to Buy a Troubled Centre County Water System. State
Law May Stand in the Way
https://www.statecollege.com/articles/local-news/a-local-authority-wants-to-buy-a-troubled-centre-
county-water-system-state-law-may-stand-in-the-way/

Lebtown.com: Palmyra Council approves Melrose phase 2 plan after stormwater discussion
https://lebtown.com/2025/08/28/palmyra-council-approves-melrose-phase-2-plan-after-stormwater-

discussion/

CBS21: Lancaster locals voicing concerns over elevated chemical levels in drinking water
https://local21news.com/news/local/lancaster-says-their-water-is-contaminated-with-a-chemical-that-
can-be-harmful-to-drink#

The Philadelphia Inquirer: Delco and Philly residents feel ‘abandoned’ as Trump admin cuts grants
meant to protect area from flooding
https://www.inquirer.com/politics/pennsylvania/trump-administration-flooding-mitigation-eastwick-
delco-20250828.html

Philly Burbs: River otters have been spotted in a Bucks County lake. Why that's good for Pennsylvania
https://www.phillyburbs.com/story/news/local/2025/08/28/river-otters-manor-lake-penn-warner-club-
falls-morrisville-game-commission-bucks-county-water-health/85830196007/

Miscellaneous

Lancaster Online: Lancaster County adopts hazard mitigation plan, encourages municipalities to follow
suit
https://lancasteronline.com/news/local/lancaster-county-adopts-hazard-mitigation-plan-encourages-
municipalities-to-follow-suit/article 93c61576-ca07-4bf7-b35f-652837f2d4d6.html

Lebtown.com: Lebanon County to pursue a hazmat agreement with Lancaster County
https://lebtown.com/2025/08/28/lebanon-county-to-pursue-a-hazmat-agreement-with-lancaster-

county/

FOX56: Local bill aims to link Pennsylvania farms with families in need through food banks
https://fox56.com/news/local/local-bill-aims-to-link-pennsylvania-farms-with-families-in-need-through-
food-bankst#

LehighValleyNews: 2025 Allentown Fair opens with crowning of queen, food favorites, big crowds
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https://www.lehighvalleynews.com/allentown/2025-allentown-fair-opens-with-crowning-of-queen-
food-favorites-big-crowds

Times Leader: Rep. Bresnahan unveils Local Farmers Feeding Our Communities Act
https://www.timesleader.com/news/1714474/rep-bresnahan-unveils-local-farmers-feeding-our-

communities-act

WBRE/WYOU: Repairs continue on sinkhole after 2 months of opening
https://www.2822news.com/news/local-news/2-months-after-sinkholes-open-up-in-wilkes-barre/
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