Some clips may be behind a paywall. If Regional employees need access to these clips, please contact
your Regional Communications Manager (NWRO — Tom Decker; NCRO — Megan Lehman; NERO — Patti
Monahan; SERO — Robyn Briggs; SCRO — John Repetz; SWRO — Laina Aquiline). If Central Office staff (and
others outside of DEP) need access to these clips, please email me at brandongla@pa.gov

Top DEP Stories

Yahoo: Developers can’t use grant to turn Blakely land into dump
https://www.yahoo.com/news/articles/commissioner-developers-t-grant-turn-000400094.html

Middle Susquehanna Riverkeeper: Riverkeeper update: Initial radioactivity scan shows no elevated
levels, but oily residue still prevalent near Williamsport river spill site
https://www.middlesusquehannariverkeeper.org/blog/riverkeeper-update-initial-radioactivity-scan-
shows-no-elevated-levels-but-oily-residue-still-prevalent-near-williamsport-river-spill-site

Mentions

The Derrick: Gasoline leak found in downtown Titusville
https://www.thederrick.com/news/front page/gasoline-leak-found-in-downtown-
titusville/article 13f56b60-52fd-49b4-86ca-171b07aa35a6.html

WIJET-TV: Local, state officials tour former Erie Coke site
https://www.yourerie.com/news/local-news/local-state-officials-tour-former-erie-coke-site/

WICU-TV: Lawmakers Tour Former Erie Coke Site
https://www.erienewsnow.com/story/53023376/lawmakers-tour-former-erie-coke-site

Pa Environmental Digest: Conventional Oil & Gas Well Owners Pushing 3 More Ways To Legalize Road
Dumping Their Wastewater; Not Clear How The Public, Put At Risk By Dumping, Will Be Involved
https://paenvironmentdaily.blogspot.com/2025/08/conventional-oil-gas-well-owners.html|

Clairton Coke Works Explosion

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: Residents, advocates unhappy with delay in fenceline monitoring around
Clairton
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/powersource/2025/08/21/clairton-pennsylvania-air-quality-
fenceline-trump/stories/202508220035

Pittsburgh Business Times: What’s next for U.S. Steel?
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2025/08/21/clairton-coke-works-fatal-exposion-
aftermath.html

Tribune-Review: Group accuses Trump of delaying tighter pollution monitoring at steel plants like
Clairton Coke Works
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https://triblive.com/local/group-accuses-trump-of-delaying-tighter-pollution-monitoring-at-steel-plants-
like-clairton-coke-works/

KDKA: Gas valve that failed ahead of U.S. Steel plant explosion was "significantly overpressurized" by
workers, union VP says
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/gas-valve-failure-u-s-steel-plant-explosion-explained/

Conservation and Recreation

Observer-Reporter: Fayette commissioners approve Sheepskin Trail grant applications, development
deal
https://www.observer-reporter.com/news/local-news/2025/aug/22/fayette-commissioners-approve-
sheepskin-trail-grant-applications-development-deal/

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: Retiring Audubon Society director has gone from 'feathers to fur and back to
feathers’
https://www.post-gazette.com/life/outdoors/2025/08/22/jim-bonner-executive-director-audubon-
society-western-pa/stories/202508180058

Allegheny Front: Elk Cam gives people a chance to safely watch wildlife during rutting season
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/pennsylvania-elk-cam-wildlife-cam/

Daily Courier: City deeds property to Connellsville Township for park
https://www.dailycourier.com/news/city-deeds-property-to-connellsville-township-for-
park/article ea4c4498-8407-4d2f-bb18-2448b8fdc956.html

Observer-Reporter: Branching out: Montour Trail opens new stretch of trail in Muse
https://www.observer-reporter.com/news/local news/2025/aug/22/branching-out-montour-trail-
opens-new-stretch-of-trail-in-muse/

LehighValleyNews: 9 Lehigh Valley farms in latest Pa. round to be preserved from development
https://www.lehighvalleynews.com/business/9-lehigh-valley-farms-in-latest-pa-round-to-be-preserved-
from-development

WNEP:42nd Annual Pittston Tomato Festival
https://www.msn.com/en-us/foodanddrink/foodnews/42nd-annual-pittston-tomato-festival/ar-
AA1KZKTc?ocid=BingNewsSerp

Lancaster Online: Large events to be scaled back at Lititz Springs Park as restoration project preps for
2026
https://lancasteronline.com/news/local/large-events-to-be-scaled-back-at-lititz-springs-park-as-
restoration-project-preps-for/article 3bd4b763-8a04-4f8e-86a1-9b9268c486ee.html

WGAL: Lititz Springs Park halts all large-scale events to restore grass and grounds
https://www.wgal.com/article/lititz-springs-park-restoration-no-large-events/65865608

Huntingdon Daily News: Grant to help college plant trees
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https://www.huntingdondailynews.com/news/local/grant-to-help-college-plant-trees/article fe4d9bab-
3300-4045-af11-7cdb44cfc364.html

FOX43: York County Among Top U.S. Counties in Farmland Preservation
https://www.fox43.com/article/news/local/york-county/york-county-among-top-us-counties-in-
farmland-preservation-50000/521-fc7f14be-695d-4762-813b-cfcd595ff402

WTAJ: Over $8M invested to make sure that 33 Pennsylvania farms stay farms forever
https://www.wtaj.com/news/regional-news/over-8m-invested-to-make-sure-that-33-pennsylvania-
farms-stay-farms-forever/

Bucks County Today: Park Planned as Part of Goodnoe Homestead Redevelopment in Newtown
https://bucksco.today/2025/08/goodnoe-family-homestead-park/

Data Centers

The Scranton Times: Jessup adopts ordinance blocking Data Centers
https://www.thetimes-tribune.com/2025/08/21/jessup-adopts-ordinance-restricting-data-centers/

FOX56:"Power in your hands:" Citizen-run panel disuses data centers with elected officials
https://fox56.com/news/local/power-in-your-hands-citizen-run-panel-disuses-data-centers-with-
elected-officials#

Standard Speaker: Lawmakers schedule town hall on controversial Sugarloaf PPL power line project
https://www.standardspeaker.com/2025/08/22/lawmakers-schedule-town-hall-on-controversial-
sugarloaf-ppl-power-line-project/

Energy

Beaver County Radio: Pennsylvania Power Grid Challenged by Record Number of Outage Events in 2024,
PUC Report Finds
https://beavercountyradio.com/news/pennsylvania-power-grid-challenged-by-record-number-of-
outage-events-in-2024-puc-report-finds/

LehighValleyTimes: North Whitehall hears plan for megawatt solar field
https://www.lehighvalleynews.com/local-news/north-whitehall-hears-plan-for-megawatt-solar-field

Lancaster Online: Leacock Township board considers regulating solar farms
https://lancasteronline.com/news/regional/leacock-township-board-considers-regulating-solar-
farms/article 6a8eald4-al101-4662-b7f6-73c42cf43c7e.html

Williamsport Sun-Gazette: Under state tax law, solar panels are equipment, not property
https://www.sungazette.com/news/top-news/2025/08/under-state-tax-law-solar-panels-are-
equipment-not-property/

Williamsport Sun-Gazette: Muncy Creek Township hears more testimony about solar proposal
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https://www.sungazette.com/news/top-news/2025/08/muncy-creek-township-hears-more-testimony-
about-solar-proposal/

Vector Management

WTAJ: More mosquito samples test positive for West Nile Virus in Centre County
https://www.wtaj.com/news/pa-outdoors/more-mosquito-samples-test-positive-for-west-nile-virus-in-

centre-county/

Waste

Huntingdon Daily News: Township's bulky waste date changed
https://www.huntingdondailynews.com/news/local/townships-bulky-waste-date-
changed/article 1leOelfe5-cdba-4215-9911-9fal324fdfbe.html

Water

Tribune Democrat: Greater Johnstown Water Authority applying for larger loan to cover cost of
fortifying North Fork Dam
https://www.tribdem.com/news/greater-johnstown-water-authority-applying-for-larger-loan-to-cover-
cost-of-fortifying-north-fork/article 0137fa0Oc-b52b-46ff-9dc8-c0d2913071c0.html

WIJAC: Dubois City Council provides update on waterfall repairs
https://wjactv.com/news/local/dubois-city-council-provides-update-on-waterfall-repairs#

Allegheny Front: Study finds Pennsylvania schools are not addressing environmental hazards
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/pennsylvania-pittsburgh-schools-environmental-hazards-lead-radon-

mold/

Erie Times: Will massive water needs of data centers, farms, mines be too much for the Great Lakes?
https://www.goerie.com/story/news/local/2025/08/20/data-centers-irrigation-mining-imperil-great-
lakes-report-says/85722032007/?tbref=hp

Lancaster Online: West Cocalico Township supervisors hire additional sewage officer to handle workload
https://lancasteronline.com/news/regional/west-cocalico-township-supervisors-hire-additional-sewage-
officer-to-handle-workload/article 78bf6480-9dda-455b-8dac-38b8a3ae878f.html

Altoona Mirror: Shapiro touts faster permits at Martinsburg's Kulp Family Dairy farm
https://www.altoonamirror.com/news/local-news/2025/08/pa-martinsburg-shapiro-tours-kulp-dairy-
farm

WTAIJ: Governor Shapiro promotes faster permit process for farm expansion
https://www.wtaj.com/news/local-news/governor-shapiro-promotes-faster-permit-process-for-farm-

expansion/
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Bloomsburg Press-Enterprise: Waterlines being installed in East Berwick
https://www.pressenterpriseonline.com/daily/081925/page/8/story/waterlines-being-installed-in-east-
berwick

Bloomsburg Press-Enterprise: Berwick engineer to divert water from home
https://www.pressenterpriseonline.com/daily/082025/page/1/story/berwick-engineer-to-divert-water-
from-home

Bloomsburg Press-Enterprise: Dam removal starting; Cut in concrete barrier will allow creek water to
level
https://www.pressenterpriseonline.com/daily/082225/page/1/story/dam-removal-starting

Miscellaneous

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: The expert answer to your gardening woes could be a phone call away
https://www.post-gazette.com/life/garden/2025/08/22/penn-state-extension-garden-hotline-master-
gardner/stories/202508220006

WTAE: Group unveils 'State of Environmental Health in Pennsylvania Schools' report
https://www.wtae.com/article/pennsylvania-schools-environmental-health-report/65865264

WPXI: 7-foot-deep sinkhole shuts down Charleroi roadway
https://www.wpxi.com/news/local/7-foot-deep-sinkhole-shuts-down-charleroi-
roadway/FOO6VPTH6FATHES54N7GMBLYR74/

WPXI: AHN hosts free respiratory screenings in Mon Valley
https://www.wpxi.com/news/local/ahn-hosts-free-respiratory-screenings-mon-
valley/TR3XPXF4JREWS5JX5KESZ27C3MA/

WIJAC: Governor Shapiro touts streamlined permitting process for Pennsylvania farmers
https://wjactv.com/news/local/governor-shapiro-touts-streamlined-permitting-process-for-
pennsylvania-farmers#

WIAC: Blacklick Valley faces budget challenges amid auditorium asbestos renovation efforts
https://wjactv.com/news/local/blacklick-valley-faces-budget-challenges-amid-auditorium-asbestos-
renovation-efforts#

Tribune-Review: Springdale boiler demolition lawsuit heads to Pa. Supreme Court
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/springdale-boiler-demolition-lawsuit-heads-to-pa-

supreme-court/

Pennlive: Proposed Dauphin County warehouse project stalled over road access issue
https://www.pennlive.com/news/2025/08/proposed-dauphin-county-warehouse-project-stalled-over-
road-access-issue.html

My Chesco.com: Shapiro Administration Launches Toolkit to Help Older Pennsylvanians Connect With
Nature and Improve Health
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https://www.pennlive.com/news/2025/08/proposed-dauphin-county-warehouse-project-stalled-over-road-access-issue.html
https://www.pennlive.com/news/2025/08/proposed-dauphin-county-warehouse-project-stalled-over-road-access-issue.html

https://www.mychesco.com/a/news/pennsylvania/shapiro-administration-launches-toolkit-to-help-
older-pennsylvanians-connect-with-nature-and-improve-health/

Glenside Local: Cheltenham commissioners grant final approval for the Enclave at Kerlin Farm
development, review completed for Ashlyn development, single-use plastic bags ordinance receives
amendments
https://glensidelocal.com/cheltenham-commissioners-grant-final-approval-for-the-enclave-at-kerlin-
farm-development-review-completed-for-ashlyn-development-single-use-plastic-bags-ordinance-
receives-amendments/
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