
Some clips may be behind a paywall.  If Regional employees need access to these clips, please contact 
your Regional Communications Manager (NWRO – Tom Decker; NCRO – Megan Lehman; NERO – Patti 
Monahan; SERO – Robyn Briggs; SCRO – John Repetz; SWRO – Laina Aquiline). If Central Office staff (and 
others outside of DEP) need access to these clips, please email me at brandongla@pa.gov 
 
 
Mentions 
 
Carlisle Sentinel: Newville area residents at DEP hearing voice concerns about West Pennsboro 
warehouse 
https://cumberlink.com/news/local/government-politics/article_9f67d630-a3f3-45fc-97d1-
df46772ec811.html 
 
 
Clairton Coke Works Explosion 
 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: Clairton plant workers had been manipulating valves before deadly blast: ‘It’s 
like a gas line in your house’ 
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/career-workplace/2025/08/17/clairton-coke-works-us-steel-
nippon-explosion/stories/202508240012 
 
WPXI: Air quality monitoring continues in the Mon Valley 
https://www.wpxi.com/news/local/air-quality-monitoring-continues-mon-
valley/ZF5T4ULHW5D53B5S6TIMNFGS7U/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Clairton Coke Works, site of deadly explosions, stirs both pride and pain 
https://triblive.com/local/regional/clairton-coke-works-site-of-deadly-explosions-stirs-both-pride-and-
pain/ 
 
Tribune-Review: U.S. Steel early findings pinpoint gas valve failure as cause of fatal Clairton Coke Works 
blast 
https://triblive.com/business/u-s-steel-early-findings-pinpoint-gas-valve-failure-as-cause-of-fatal-
clairton-coke-works-blast/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Tiny chemical safety board, battling to keep funding, launches probe of Clairton 
explosion 
https://triblive.com/business/tiny-chemical-safety-board-battling-to-keep-funding-launches-probe-of-
clairton-explosion/ 
 
Associated Press: Fatal explosion at U.S. Steel’s plant raises questions about its future, despite heavy 
investment 
https://apnews.com/article/steel-pittsburgh-explosion-coke-230326ab8a8dd3b6721a657e7c017982 
 
Upper Makefield Pipeline 
 
The Reporter Online: Attorney says Energy Transfer mislead Upper Makefield about pipeline leak 
https://www.thereporteronline.com/2025/08/18/attorney-says-energy-transfer-mislead-upper-
makefield-about-pipeline-leak/ 
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Air 
 
Record-Argus: Air quality concerns linger in the wake of steel plant explosion in Pennsylvania 
https://www.recordargusnews.com/ap/business/air-quality-concerns-linger-in-the-wake-of-steel-plant-
explosion-in-pennsylvania/article_73bafe80-0e3e-5419-9146-7f3ac5b19aac.html 
 
 
Climate Change 
 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: Feel sticky this summer? That's because it has been record muggy East of the 
Rockies 
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/nation/2025/08/17/record-humidity-summer-heat-
weather/stories/202508170019 
 
WHYY: As farmworkers face longer, hotter harvest seasons, their risk of heat-related illness grows 
https://whyy.org/segments/as-farmworkers-face-longer-hotter-harvest-seasons-their-risk-of-heat-
related-illness-grows/ 
 
Bucks County Today: Bucks County Farmers Navigating Challenging, Unpredictable Season 
https://bucksco.today/2025/08/bucks-county-farmers-season/ 
 
 
Conservation and Recreation 
 
Beaver County Times: Allegheny National Forest will increase logging by millions of board feet this year 
https://www.timesonline.com/story/news/local/2025/08/18/allegheny-national-forest-increasing-
logging-by-millions-of-board-feet-pa/85648871007/ 
 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: How multiple emergency response teams united in the deadly Clairton Coke 
Works explosion 
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/career-workplace/2025/08/17/disaster-planning-clairton-coke-
works-explosion/stories/202508170059 
 
Lancaster Online: Lancaster city environmental center, housing plans taking shape 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/local/lancaster-city-environmental-center-housing-plans-taking-
shape/article_cfc25cf5-ce9d-42c5-a571-53d533941a5b.html 
 
WNEP: Dragon boat racers paddle away in Wilkes-Barre 
https://www.wnep.com/article/news/local/luzerne-county/dragon-boat-racers-paddle-away-at-nesbitt-
park-wilkes-barre-luzerne-county/523-8e5e29b9-9a3e-40b0-baab-605f67bc5048?tbref=hp 
 
Times Leader: 2025 Pittston Tomato Festival Guide 
https://www.timesleader.com/news/1713545/2025-pittston-tomato-festival-guide 
 
Republican Herald: Shapiro administration touts agriculture investments across Pennsylvania 
https://www.republicanherald.com/2025/08/17/shapiro-administration-touts-agriculture-investments/ 
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FOX56: Luzerne County locals enjoy their Sunday at the 2025 Dragon Boats Race 
https://fox56.com/news/local/luzerne-county-locals-enjoy-their-sunday-at-the-2025-dragon-boats-race 
 
Delaware Currents: Advocates dream of Philadelphia as a water recreation wonderland 
https://delawarecurrents.org/2025/08/18/philadelphia-swim-canoe-kayak/ 
 
The Philadelphia Inquirer: Lawsuit opposing FDR Park renovation will get another day in court 
https://www.inquirer.com/news/fdr-park-orphans-court-hearing-20250815.html 
 
WHYY: Philadelphians fighting FDR Park renovation can continue their case in city court, judge says 
https://whyy.org/articles/philadelphia-fdr-park-renovation/ 
 
 
Energy 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Hope Utilities to build gas pipeline for Ohio data center fuel cell project 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2025/08/15/hope-utilities-ohio-natural-gas-
pipeline.html 
 
Beaver County Times: Your Turn: Clean energy shouldn't be excluded from PA's future 
https://www.timesonline.com/story/opinion/columns/2025/08/17/opinion-clean-energy-shouldnt-be-
excluded-from-pa-future/85649700007/ 
 
Morning Times: Bradford Solar spokesperson addresses community concerns, details energy project 
https://www.morning-times.com/news/article_edb5b7a2-bf2e-5f18-9e68-5b7ed3cef581.html 
 
New Castle News: What solar crackdown could mean for Pennsylvania energy bills 
https://www.ncnewsonline.com/news/local_news/what-solar-crackdown-could-mean-for-
pennsylvania-energy-bills/article_9348a92b-4faf-5b81-a233-404d6b68787e.html 
 
York Daily Record: New 750,000-square-foot data center proposed for Fairview Township 
https://www.ydr.com/story/news/local/2025/08/18/a-500-million-data-center-is-proposed-for-
fairview-township/85646970007/ 
 
Standard Speaker: Dorrance Twp. supervisors look at blocking data centers 
https://www.standardspeaker.com/2025/08/17/dorrance-twp-supervisors-look-at-blocking-data-
centers-2/ 
 
WHYY: Electricity bills are going up in the Philly region. Who’s in charge of the grid, anyway? 
https://whyy.org/articles/electricity-bills-rising-philadelphia-pjm-interconnection-grid-explainer/ 
 
The Philadelphia Inquirer: A Biden EV charger project is reinvented for the Trump era 
https://www.inquirer.com/business/ev-charging-stations-federal-funding-trump-20250816.html 
 
 
PFAS 
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Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: Removing PFAS from firefighting equation not a simple computation 
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/health/2025/08/18/pfas-firefighting-foam/stories/202508170085 
 
The Philly Burbs: Horsham rezones former Willow Grove base. Here's how 862 acres could be 
transformed 
https://www.phillyburbs.com/story/news/local/2025/08/18/horsham-willow-grove-navy-base-rezoned-
for-housing-retail-school-golf-course-pa-montco-bucks-county/85609959007/ 
 
Bucks County Today: Aqua PA Secures Nearly $7.5M in PENNVEST Funding to Remove PFAS From 
Drinking Water, Replace Lead Service Lines 
https://bucksco.today/2025/08/aqua-pennsylvania-pennvest-pfas-lead-service-line-projects/ 
 
 
Vector Management 
 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: Another line of mosquito defense: larvicide 
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/health/2025/08/16/mosquito-larvicide/stories/202508170078 
 
WJAC: How to detect and prevent West Nile virus as cases rise 
https://wjactv.com/news/local/how-to-detect-and-prevent-west-nile-virus-as-cases-rise# 
 
WJAC: Officials: Cambria County resident hospitalized as West Nile virus confirmed in Vintondale 
https://wjactv.com/news/local/officials-cambria-county-resident-hospitalized-as-west-nile-virus-
confirmed-in-vintondale# 
 
Allegheny Front: Officials urge caution, preventative measures during Pennsylvania’s West Nile Virus 
season 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/pennsylvania-west-nile-virus-precautions/ 
 
Meadville Tribune: West Nile Virus detected in mosquito sample in Meadville 
https://www.meadvilletribune.com/news/west-nile-virus-detected-in-mosquito-sample-in-
meadville/article_933ab782-468b-40de-8e1b-0942aabffbce.html 
 
Lancaster Farming: Spotted Lanternfly Nymphs Could Be Trouble for Citrus Growers 
https://www.lancasterfarming.com/farming-news/news/spotted-lanternfly-nymphs-could-be-trouble-
for-citrus-growers/article_a68d82bb-e3e3-4eb3-906a-988aa6d6a5eb.html 
 
LehighValleyTimes: West Nile virus in the Lehigh Valley: Officials urge residents to avoid bites 
https://www.lehighvalleynews.com/environment-science/west-nile-virus-counts-remain-low-in-lehigh-
valley-but-the-season-is-growing 
 
Levittown Now: Black Fly Spray Flight May Happen 
https://levittownnow.com/2025/08/16/black-fly-spray-flight-may-happen-next-week/ 
 
Patch.com: Anti-Mosquito Spraying Planned In Delco 
https://patch.com/pennsylvania/haverford/anti-mosquito-spraying-planned-delco 
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Glenside Local: Section of Abington to receive mosquito spraying on Aug. 20, nearby residents 
encouraged to remain indoors 
https://glensidelocal.com/section-of-abington-to-receive-mosquito-spraying-on-aug-20-nearby-
residents-encouraged-to-remain-indoors/ 
 
Patch.com: Montco Community To Be Sprayed For West Nile Virus, Risk 'Very High' 
https://patch.com/pennsylvania/norristown/montco-community-be-sprayed-west-nile-virus-risk-very-
high 
 
Pottstown Mercury: Montgomery County to spray for mosquitoes in Pottstown’s Riverfront Park 
https://www.pottsmerc.com/2025/08/14/montgomery-county-to-spray-for-mosquitoes-in-pottstowns-
riverfront-park/ 
 
 
Waste 
 
Tribune-Review: Sale of Sutersville-Sewickley sewer system awaits state approval 
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/sale-of-sutersville-sewickley-sewer-system-awaits-state-
approval/ 
 
Press Enterprise: Waste transfer station eyed 
https://www.pressenterpriseonline.com/daily/081725/page/1/story/waste-transfer-station-eyed 
 
 
Water 
 
WTAE: Boil water advisory lifted in Robinson Township 
https://www.wtae.com/article/boil-water-advisory-matr-customers-water-main-break-contamination-
risk/65783621 
 
Beaver County Radio: Waterline relocation work on Steuben Street on Route 60 in Crafton Borough of 
Allegheny County will begin, weather permitting 
https://beavercountyradio.com/news/waterline-relocation-work-on-steuben-street-on-route-60-in-
crafton-borough-of-allegheny-county-will-begin-weather-permitting/ 
 
Corry Journal: Union City council rejects privatization talk of water and sewer operations 
https://www.thecorryjournal.com/news/article_b3a2f846-a88d-4e35-ab0d-2147968f70c2.html 
 
The Derrick: Rainwater runoff frustrates Clarion business owner 
https://www.thederrick.com/news/front_page/rainwater-runoff-frustrates-clarion-business-
owner/article_0fd38113-48aa-4073-baf4-b735db0c6555.html 
 
Record-Argus: PUC accepts application for water authority sale 
https://www.recordargusnews.com/news/puc-accepts-application-for-water-authority-
sale/article_5a537c00-e023-42dd-8697-49785b85ab3f.html 
 
The Philadelphia Inquirer: Alligators living in the Schuylkill? TikTok wants to believe it. 
https://www.inquirer.com/news/philadelphia/alligators-schuylkill-river-tiktok-20250815.html 
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Miscellaneous 
 
KDKA: AED equipment now installed in several Pittsburgh-area parks 
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/aed-equipment-installed-pittsburgh-parks/ 
 
NEXTpittsburgh: How one Western PA teacher’s metal detecting habit brings history to life 
https://nextpittsburgh.com/features/how-one-western-pa-teachers-metal-detecting-habit-brings-
history-to-life/ 
 
The Daily Item: STEM students launch satellites with weeklong camp 
https://www.dailyitem.com/news/stem-students-launch-satellites-with-weeklong-
camp/article_243742ef-b27d-412e-932a-37fb65d14e55.html 
 
New Castle News: Fatal explosion at U.S. Steel's plant raises questions about its future, despite heavy 
investment 
https://www.ncnewsonline.com/news/national/fatal-explosion-at-u-s-steels-plant-raises-questions-
about-its-future-despite-heavy-investment/article_2d5a75d7-9d4a-51e4-bb14-ffb6b6040950.html 
 
Indiana Gazette: Fatal explosion at U.S. Steel's plant raises questions about its future, despite heavy 
investment 
https://www.indianagazette.com/news/fatal-explosion-at-u-s-steels-plant-raises-questions-about-its-
future-despite-heavy-investment/article_5a70e7c7-46a4-56fd-b322-7707561f29b0.html 
 
Lebtown.com: Bethel Twp. supervisors agree to pipeline project terms for poultry producer 
https://lebtown.com/2025/08/18/bethel-twp-supervisors-agree-to-pipeline-project-terms-for-poultry-
producer/ 
The Philadelphia Inquirer: 50 years after a deadly refinery fire, Philly firefighters honor those who were 
lost 
https://www.inquirer.com/news/philadelphia/philadelphia-firefighters-honored-gulf-oil-refinery-fire-
20250817.html 
 
KYW: Survivors, families gather on the 50th anniversary of the deadly Gulf Oil refinery fire in 
Philadelphia 
https://www.audacy.com/kywnewsradio/news/local/philly-honors-50-years-since-deadly-gulf-oil-
refinery-fire 
 
The Philadelphia Inquirer: A vacant lot, a health fest, and a vision for the next 250 years 
https://www.inquirer.com/opinion/commentary/broad-street-community-health-festival-diabetes-
20250818.html 
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