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Top DEP Stories 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Catalyst Connection, Penn State partner with PA on $396M manufacturing 
emissions program 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2025/04/24/rise-pa-catalyst-connection-dep.html 
 
Allegheny Front: PA DEP OKs ‘Rustic Ridge’ coal mine expansion beneath PA Turnpike 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/pennsylvania-donegal-coal-mine-dep-laurel-highlands-turnpike/ 
 
York Dispatch: Partnership aims improve environment, add recreation to Little Conestoga Creek corridor 
https://www.yorkdispatch.com/story/news/local/pennsylvania/2025/04/25/partnership-aims-improve-
environment-add-recreation-to-little-conestoga-creek-corridor/83248277007/ 
 
 
 
Mentions 
 
Meadville Tribune: DEP reviewing Parker Lord fire info 
https://www.meadvilletribune.com/news/dep-reviewing-parker-lord-fire-info/article_49cb8481-0967-
4fd5-8e2b-e1972e80f00a.html 
 
York Dispatch: Are York County's waterways less polluted today? What new data shows 
https://www.yorkdispatch.com/story/news/local/2025/04/25/are-york-countys-waterways-less-
polluted-today-what-new-data-shows/83217121007/ 
 
York Daily Record: New testing data show PA DEP vastly overestimated water pollution in York County 
streams 
https://www.ydr.com/story/news/local/2025/04/25/testing-shows-the-state-overstated-pollution-in-
york-county-pa-streams/83246760007/ 
 
Rolling Stone: Climate Crisis: The Environment Is Under Attack. The Rights of Nature Movement Can 
Save It 
https://www.rollingstone.com/culture/culture-features/climate-crisis-environment-rights-of-nature-
movement-1235321655/  
 
DuBois Courier-Express: Regional borough group meets in New Bethlehem 
https://www.thecourierexpress.com/the_leader_vindicator/news/local/regional-borough-group-meets-
in-new-bethlehem/article_9d9a6774-f142-4c0f-accb-dbef7d723752.html  
 
Sunbury Daily Item: Milton receives Governor’s Award for recycling center 
https://www.dailyitem.com/news/milton-receives-governers-award-for-recycling-
center/article_3af05d07-42f1-4bd2-8ab8-fbd036c53207.html  

mailto:brandongla@pa.gov
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2025/04/24/rise-pa-catalyst-connection-dep.html
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/pennsylvania-donegal-coal-mine-dep-laurel-highlands-turnpike/
https://www.yorkdispatch.com/story/news/local/pennsylvania/2025/04/25/partnership-aims-improve-environment-add-recreation-to-little-conestoga-creek-corridor/83248277007/
https://www.yorkdispatch.com/story/news/local/pennsylvania/2025/04/25/partnership-aims-improve-environment-add-recreation-to-little-conestoga-creek-corridor/83248277007/
https://www.meadvilletribune.com/news/dep-reviewing-parker-lord-fire-info/article_49cb8481-0967-4fd5-8e2b-e1972e80f00a.html
https://www.meadvilletribune.com/news/dep-reviewing-parker-lord-fire-info/article_49cb8481-0967-4fd5-8e2b-e1972e80f00a.html
https://www.yorkdispatch.com/story/news/local/2025/04/25/are-york-countys-waterways-less-polluted-today-what-new-data-shows/83217121007/
https://www.yorkdispatch.com/story/news/local/2025/04/25/are-york-countys-waterways-less-polluted-today-what-new-data-shows/83217121007/
https://www.ydr.com/story/news/local/2025/04/25/testing-shows-the-state-overstated-pollution-in-york-county-pa-streams/83246760007/
https://www.ydr.com/story/news/local/2025/04/25/testing-shows-the-state-overstated-pollution-in-york-county-pa-streams/83246760007/
https://www.rollingstone.com/culture/culture-features/climate-crisis-environment-rights-of-nature-movement-1235321655/
https://www.rollingstone.com/culture/culture-features/climate-crisis-environment-rights-of-nature-movement-1235321655/
https://www.thecourierexpress.com/the_leader_vindicator/news/local/regional-borough-group-meets-in-new-bethlehem/article_9d9a6774-f142-4c0f-accb-dbef7d723752.html
https://www.thecourierexpress.com/the_leader_vindicator/news/local/regional-borough-group-meets-in-new-bethlehem/article_9d9a6774-f142-4c0f-accb-dbef7d723752.html
https://www.dailyitem.com/news/milton-receives-governers-award-for-recycling-center/article_3af05d07-42f1-4bd2-8ab8-fbd036c53207.html
https://www.dailyitem.com/news/milton-receives-governers-award-for-recycling-center/article_3af05d07-42f1-4bd2-8ab8-fbd036c53207.html


 
PA Environment Digest: DEP invites comments on proposed Hazardous Sites Cleanup Consent 
Agreement For The Precision National Plating Site In Lackawanna County 
https://paenvironmentdaily.blogspot.com/2025/04/dep-invites-comments-on-proposed.html  
 
PA Environment Digest: DEP Partners With PennTAP And Catalyst Connection On RISE PA Industrial 
Decarbonization Grant Program To Reduce Energy Costs, Create Jobs Across PA 
https://paenvironmentdaily.blogspot.com/2025/04/dep-partners-with-penntap-and-catalyst.html  
 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette: Water main replacement beneath Ashkar Elementary parking lot proceeding 
https://www.sungazette.com/news/top-news/2025/04/water-main-replacement-beneath-school-
parking-lot-proceeding/ 
 
 
Cumberland County Wildfire 
 
Pennlive: Dozens evacuate as Cumberland County forest wildfires grow 
https://www.pennlive.com/news/2025/04/no-injuries-but-dozens-evacuate-as-pa-state-forest-
wildfires-grow.html 
 
Pennlive: Cumberland County forest fires burn nearly 1,000 acres: officials 
https://www.pennlive.com/news/2025/04/cumberland-county-forest-fires-burn-nearly-1000-acres-
officials.html 
 
Pennlive: Cumberland County emergency officials issue evacuation notice amid 2 forest fires 
https://www.pennlive.com/news/2025/04/cumberland-county-emergency-officials-issue-evacuation-
notice-amid-2-forest-fires.html 
 
Pennlive: Brush fire closes Route 225 in Northumberland County 
https://www.pennlive.com/news/2025/04/brush-fire-closes-route-225-in-northumberland-county.html 
 
Lancaster Online: Wildfires burning in central Pa. forest: What could it mean for Lancaster County? 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/local/wildfires-burning-in-central-pa-forest-what-could-it-mean-for-
lancaster-county/article_bfe02d5f-70b8-4d8b-8bdb-e6afbdca0e60.html 
 
Lancaster Online: Wildfire burns through 200 acres in Cumberland County forest 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/regional/wildfire-burns-through-200-acres-in-cumberland-county-
forest/article_31f769e0-acb0-5f02-973a-780776f73e31.html 
 
Lancaster Online: Dry conditions and wind increase wildfire risk in Lancaster County 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/local/dry-conditions-and-wind-increase-wildfire-risk-in-lancaster-
county/article_168c089b-bd4a-4862-9009-87ba2427d90e.html 
 
York Dispatch: Elevated risk of wildfire spread continues; rain chances increase: weather service 
https://www.yorkdispatch.com/story/news/local/2025/04/25/elevated-risk-of-wildfire-spread-
continues-rain-chances-increase-weather-service/83269698007/ 
 
Carlisle Sentinel: Southampton forest fire spread to 1,150 acres Friday 
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https://cumberlink.com/news/local/article_eeb440eb-5d29-425a-bb59-d3b3c2c80a02.html 
 
WITF: Wildfires in Cumberland County: What does it mean for Central Pa.? 
https://www.witf.org/2025/04/25/wildfires-burning-in-central-pa-forest-what-could-it-mean-for-
lancaster-county/ 
 
ABC27: Thompson Hollow fire spreads to 1,150 acres in Cumberland County 
https://www.abc27.com/local-news/carlisle-west-shore/thompson-hollow-fire-spreads-to-1150-acres-
in-cumberland-county/ 
 
ABC27: How is the air quality in Central Pennsylvania amid multiple wildfires? 
https://www.abc27.com/local-news/how-is-the-air-quality-in-central-pennsylvania-amid-multiple-
wildfires/ 
 
CBS21: Officials provide update on Michaux State Forest wildfires that spread over 1,000 acres 
https://local21news.com/news/local/pa-firefighters-work-overnight-as-michaux-state-forest-wildfires-
span-nearly-1000-acres-thompson-hollow-fire-shippensburg-hammonds-rock-fire-ridge-road-
pennsylvania-pa# 
 
CBS21: Michaux State Forest remains challenging for crews due to dry conditions 
https://local21news.com/news/local/wildfire-at-michaux-state-park-shrinks-but-remains-challenging-
for-crews-pennsylvania-pa-cumberland-county-fire-firefighter# 
 
CBS21: Aerials show smoke 30 miles away from wildfires in Cumberland County 
https://local21news.com/news/local/sky-view-21-aerials-show-smoke-30-miles-away-from-wildfire-in-
cumberland-county-drone-renewal-by-andersen-fire-crews-responding-# 
 
FOX43: Michaux State Forest fire continues to burn in Cumberland, Franklin Counties 
https://www.fox43.com/article/news/local/cumberland-county/michaux-state-forest-fire-continues-to-
burn-in-cumberland-franklin-counties-live-update-pa/521-66e50b01-2679-42a7-8d90-7f84664bfb8a 
 
WGAL: Thick smoke blankets skies as Cumberland County wildfires continue to rage 
https://www.wgal.com/article/pennsylvania-smoke-sky-cumberland-county-wildfires-michaux-state-
forest/64586978 
 
WGAL: Firefighters, viewers capture Michaux State Forest fire videos 
https://www.wgal.com/article/pennsylvania-michaux-state-forest-fire-videos/64588410 
 
WGAL: Evacuations ordered near Michaux State Forest wildfire in Cumberland County 
https://www.wgal.com/article/cumberland-county-michaux-state-forest-wildfire-evacuations-
ordered/64582281 
 
WTAJ: Forecasters warn of fire risk amid low humidity, wind gusts as Pine Barrens fire burns 
https://www.wtaj.com/news/national-news/ap-forecasters-warn-of-fire-risk-amid-low-humidity-wind-
gusts-as-pine-barrens-fire-burns/ 
 
 
Upper Makefield Pipeline 
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The Reporter: Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection reissues plan for Upper Makefield 
pipeline cleanup 
https://www.thereporteronline.com/2025/04/25/pennsylvania-department-of-environmental-
protection-reissues-plan-for-upper-makefield-pipeline-cleanup/ 
 
 
Air 
 
EHN: The greater Pittsburgh region is among the 25 worst metro areas in the country for air quality: 
Report 
https://www.ehn.org/air-pollution-in-pittsburgh-2025 
 
The Philadelphia Inquirer: Pa. battles a new blaze as wildfire risk in region grows and N.J. still fights 
15,300 acre Jones Road Fire 
https://www.inquirer.com/news/new-jersey/wildfire-nj-jones-road-warning-risk-
20250425.html?variant=2 
 
Levitttown Now: Bucks County Earns Failing Grade For Air Quality In New Report 
https://levittownnow.com/2025/04/25/bucks-county-earns-failing-grade-for-air-quality-in-new-report/ 
 
 
Climate Change 
 
Tribune-Democrat: CLIMATE CHANGE | Special Report: Data show Earth continues to get hotter 
https://www.tribdem.com/news/climate-change-special-report-data-show-earth-continues-to-get-
hotter/article_9483a618-1fb2-4b04-bae6-f9fc20cde330.html 
 
KDKA: A warming climate increases the likelihood of high intensity rainfall events. Here's how it impacts 
Pittsburgh. 
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/high-intensity-rainfall-events-pittsburgh-climate-change/ 
 
New Castle News: Earth's warming affecting Americans from coast to coast 
https://www.ncnewsonline.com/news/local_news/earths-warming-affecting-americans-from-coast-to-
coast/article_d924e168-2097-5d19-9d1d-e99e8873931e.html 
 
York Daily Record: Withdrawal from the Paris climate agreement diminishes America 
https://www.ydr.com/story/opinion/readers/2025/04/24/withdrawal-from-the-paris-climate-
agreement-diminishes-u-s/83234349007/ 
 
Sunbury Daily Item: Climate change impacting housing market, insurance industry 
https://www.dailyitem.com/news/climate-change-impacting-housing-market-insurance-
industry/article_0adbbb09-a69d-5c3a-bae5-bd6c8f875182.html   
 
Sunbury Daily Item: Changes wreak havoc on gardening, fishing, living 
https://dailyitem-
cnhi.newsmemory.com/?token=50837392d77c61ad5a5551a984b6b730_6808e489_1406033&selDate=
20250423&goTo=A001&artid=0 
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Conservation and Recreation 
 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: Philip Wegmann: Trump looks to put environmental rules on the endangered 
list 
https://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/Op-Ed/2025/04/25/endangered-species-act-trump-epa-
regulation-environment/stories/202504250002 
 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: The art and science of catching crappies in spring in Western Pa. 
https://www.post-gazette.com/life/outdoors/2025/04/25/fishing-tips-crappies-western-pa-
spring/stories/202504250003 
 
KDKA: First peregrine falcon chick hatches in Pitt's Cathedral of Learning nest 
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/peregrine-falcons-hatching-pitt-cathedral-of-learning/ 
 
Allegheny Front: From classroom to creek: students learn about trout by raising and releasing fish 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/pennsylvania-trout-classroom-conservation-education/ 
 
Erie Times: Presque Isle Spring Beach Walk Reveals Good Conditions With Federal Funding Uncertain 
https://www.goerie.com/story/lifestyle/presque-isle/2025/04/24/presque-isle-state-park-pa-beaches-
weather-winter-wait-for-federal-funding/82572278007/ 
 
Altoona Mirror: County eyes forming trail authority 
https://www.altoonamirror.com/news/local-news/2025/04/county-eyes-forming-trail-authority/ 
 
Sunbury Daily Item: Firm pitches bike lanes, floating bridge and more to Selinsgrove residents in 
walkability plan 
https://www.dailyitem.com/news/local_news/firm-pitches-bike-lanes-floating-bridge-and-more-to-
selinsgrove-residents-in-walkability-plan/article_4d38ba12-1244-40f4-97eb-0c40a3627666.html  
 
Sunbury Daily Item: Conservation Club transforms unused space into school garden 
https://www.dailyitem.com/news/conservation-club-transforms-unused-space-into-school-
gardan/article_e9667f03-ac30-485e-90d5-f2dac0892e08.html 
 
The Reporter: Bucks County is looking for younger residents’ opinions about upgrading parks 
https://www.thereporteronline.com/2025/04/25/bucks-county-is-looking-for-younger-residents-
opinions-about-upgrading-parks/ 
 
 
Energy 
 
York Daily Record: This new solar car canopy at Pinchot saves the state $100,000, powers beyond park 
boundary 
https://www.ydr.com/story/news/2025/04/25/new-solar-car-canopies-at-pinchot-can-power-90-
homes/83247055007/ 
 
ABC27: Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission holds hearing on impact of data centers on power grid 
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https://www.abc27.com/local-news/pennsylvania-public-utility-commission-holds-hearing-on-impact-
of-data-centers-on-power-grid/ 
 
 
Waste 
 
PA Environment Digest Blog: Single-Use Plastic Bags, Banned From Erie Giant Eagle Stores 3 Years Ago, 
Have Returned 
https://www.goerie.com/story/news/2025/04/24/single-use-plastic-bags-return-giant-
eagle/83156287007/?tbref=hp 
 
Levitttown Now: $131 Million Natural Gas Facility Opens In Falls Twp. 
https://levittownnow.com/2025/04/25/131-million-natural-gas-facility-opens-in-falls-twp/ 
 
 
Water 
 
Observer-Reporter: Waterline replacement work begins in Canonsburg, Langeloth 
https://www.observer-reporter.com/news/local-news/2025/apr/25/waterline-replacement-work-
begins-in-canonsburg-langeloth/ 
 
Bradford Era: Causer, Dush announce funding for Keating Township water project 
https://www.bradfordera.com/2025/04/23/causer-dush-announce-funding-for-keating-township-
water-project/ 
 
New Castle News: $9.5 million to fund lead pipe replacements in city 
https://www.ncnewsonline.com/news/local_news/9-5-million-to-fund-lead-pipe-replacements-in-
city/article_80b7544b-13d6-42d8-86ab-8a27817ddc7e.html 
 
Pennlive: Stripping federal protection for clean water harms just about everyone 
https://www.pennlive.com/opinion/2025/04/stripping-federal-protection-for-clean-water-harms-just-
about-everyone-the-conversation.html 
 
Lancaster Online: Clay Twp. decides on grant funding match to make improvements to Hopeland Sewer 
Plant 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/regional/clay-twp-decides-on-grant-funding-match-to-make-
improvements-to-hopeland-sewer-plant/article_ca71d5aa-bf3a-4fee-92dc-5dd5f487d04b.html 
 
WTAJ: Environmental groups fear Trump’s order to speed deep-sea mining will harm ecosystems 
https://www.wtaj.com/news/national-news/ap-environmental-groups-fear-trumps-order-to-speed-
deep-sea-mining-will-harm-ecosystems/ 
 
Lock Haven Express: City issues boil water advisory for East Keller Street 
https://www.lockhaven.com/news/urgent-information/2025/04/city-issues-boil-water-advisory-for-
east-keller-street/   
 
Lock Haven Express: Borowicz, Dush: $2.6M PennVEST loan approved; Funding to improve CCWFA 
system 
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https://www.lockhaven.com/news/local-news/2025/04/borowicz-dush-2-6m-pennvest-loan-approved/  
 
WVIA: From classroom to creek: Abington Heights students learn about trout by raising and releasing 
fish 
https://www.wvia.org/news/local/2025-04-23/from-classroom-to-creek-abington-heights-students-
learn-about-trout-by-raising-and-releasing-fish  
 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette: Victims of Tropical Storm Debbie can now apply for more aid 
https://www.sungazette.com/news/top-news/2025/04/victims-of-tropical-storm-debbie-can-now-
apply-for-more-aid/ 
 
The Times Herald: Black Rock Road in Upper Providence to close for bridge replacement 
https://www.timesherald.com/2025/04/25/black-rock-road-in-upper-providence-to-close-for-bridge-
replacement/ 
 
 
Miscellaneous 
 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: The tariff tango: Fuel exporters take two steps forward, one step back in global 
trade dance 
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/powersource/2025/04/25/tariff-fossil-fuel-exporters-
lng/stories/202504240110 
 
WTAE: Lawsuit: Eighth-grader collapsed from fumes at Westmoreland County school 
https://www.wtae.com/article/greensburg-catholic-fumes-lawsuit/64578949 
 
WESA: Pa. farmers among hundreds impacted by Trump admin’s gutting of climate-friendly grants 
https://www.wesa.fm/politics-government/2025-04-24/pennsylvania-farmers-trump-cuts-climate-
friendly-grants 
 
Allegheny Front: Could sustainable shopping get a boost as tariffs panic fast fashion brands? 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/could-sustainable-shopping-get-a-boost-as-tariffs-panic-fast-fashion-
brands/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Ross approves reopening of Short Line Hollow trail 
https://triblive.com/local/north-hills/ross-approves-reopening-of-short-line-hollow-trail/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Demolition of former SCI Greensburg prison begins 
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/demolition-of-former-sci-greensburg-prison-begins/ 
 
Centre Daily Times: What’s next for Rockview Prison?  Concerns about prison closure mount 
https://www.centredaily.com/news/local/article304708001.html#campaignName=statecollege_mornin
g_newsletter 
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