Proper Use of Fire Extinguishers

A SAFETY TALK FOR
DI SCUSSI ON LEADERS

This safety talk is designed for discussion |leaders to use in preparing
saf ety neetings.

Set a specific tine and date for your safety nmeeting. Publicize your
nmeeting so everyone involved will be sure to attend

Review this safety talk before the neeting and becone famliar with its
content. Make notes about the points made in this talk that pertain to
your workplace. You should be able to present the material in your own
words and | ead the discussion without reading it.

Seating space is not absolutely necessary, but arrangenents should be
made so that those attending can easily see and hear the presentation

Col | ect whatever nmaterials and props you will need ahead of tine. Try
to use equi pnment in your workplace to denpbnstrate your points.

DURI NG THE MEETI NG

G ve the safety talk in your own words. Use the printed talk nmerely as
a guide.

The purpose of a safety neeting is to initiate discussion of safety
probl ens and provide solutions to those problens. Encourage enpl oyees
to di scuss hazards or potential hazards the encounter on the job. Ask
themto suggest ways to inprove safety in their area

Don't let the neeting turn into a gripe session about unrel ated topics.
As discussion |eader, its your job to nake sure the topic is safety.

Di scussing other topics wastes tinme and can ruin the effectiveness of
your safety neeting.

At the end of the neeting, ask enployees to sign a sheet on the back of
this talk as a record that they attended the safety neeting. Keep this
talk on file for your records.

Proper Use of Fire Extinguishers



NOTE TO DI SCUSSI ON LEADER

Bring the different types of fire extinguishers that are supplied for
your work area and denmponstrate proper usage to the enpl oyees.

Fire--you think it can't happen, but it does, because even the nost
nodern building is not conpletely fireproof. Al nobst anything will burn
under certain conditions. Fire is especially dangerous in hospitals
because of the nunmber of people who are unable to rescue thensel ves. You
can't be too prepared or have too nmuch know edge about fire safety.

Using fire extinguishers is only one action in a series of actions that
you nmust take in a fire enmergency. Briefly, the conplete sequence of
actions you should take upon discovering a fire is:

e First, renpve any patients who are in i medi ate danger. Patient
roons are likely sites for fires; smoking is the | eading cause of
fires in health care facilities.

e Sound the fire alarmto get professional help to the scene before
you try to extinguish the fire yourself.

e Contain the fire by closing doors and wi ndows; this decreases the
supply of oxygen. Fire needs oxygen to continue to burn. Wen the
al arm sounds, ot her hospital enployees should close all w ndows
and doors, including fire and snoke separation doors.

e Extinguish the fire. Snall fires can be snothered with a bl anket.

e Evacuate patients if directed to do so by the officials handling
the fire energency.

FI RE_EXTI NGUI SHERS

The nost inportant thing to renmenber about fire extinguishers is that
you must use the correct type for the kind of fire.

There are several types of fires:

Cl ass A--conbustibles, such as wood, paper or cloth.

Class B--flanmabl e |iquids.

Class C-electrical

There are several types of fire extinguishers: foam carbon dioxide,

soda acid, punp tank, gas cartridge, multipurpose dry chenical and
ordinary dry chemi cal



Most extingui shers have labels that list the types of fires for which
t hey can be used.

The npst common extingui sher in hospitals is the nultipurpose dry
chemical type. It can be used for any class of fire. However, if the tag
on the extinguisher is not |abeled ABC, you nmust know the type of fire
for which that particular extingui sher can be used. The follow ng table
shows the types of fires and the types of extinguishers that can be used
for each.

CLASS A FIRES CLASS B FI RES CLASS C FIRES

Foam Foam Car bon Di oxi de

Soda Acid Car bon Di oxi de Mul ti purpose Dry

Punmp Tank Mul ti purpose Dry Chemi cal

(contains plain water) Chem cal O dinary Dry

Gas Cartridge(water O dinary Dry Chemi cal -
expel | ed by carbon Chemi cal

di oxi de gas)




These tips on using the various types of fire extinguishers may hel p:

e Foam shoul d not be sprayed directly into flanes, but should be
allowed to fall lightly on the fire

e Carbon dioxide should be directed at the edge of the flanes, then
noved gradually forward and upward

e Streans fromsoda acid or gas cartridge extingui shers should be
directed at the base of the flane.

e \Wen using punmp tanks, place a foot on the foot rest and aim at
t he base of the flanes.

e Dry chemcal extinguishers should be directed at the base of the
fire.

Again, it is inportant to enphasize the necessity of using the correct
type of extinguisher for the fire at hand. You should not use a water

type extinguisher for a flanmable liquid fire because this would cause
the fire to spread; and you would not use this type of extinguisher on
an electrical fire because this would expose you to a serious or fata

shock.

NOTE TO DI SCUSSI ON LEADER

At this point, enployees should be shown how to handl e extingui shers
properly (in an upright position) and how to release the pins. The table
di scussed earlier in this talk may be reproduced and given to each

enpl oyee, or a copy can be posted in each work area.

Never take the attitude that any building is fireproof or that fires
won't happen. Do what you can to prevent fires, but always be prepared
by knowi ng what action to take if one occurs. Know where alarns and fire
extingui shers are | ocated. Good teammork is a nust. Don't get burned—
when you think of fire, think of safety!



