Petition for Designating Areas Unsuitable

for Surface Mining Operations

Areas Unsuitable for Mining

The Surface Mining Conservation and Reclamation Act

and 25 Pa. Code §§ 86.101-130

Department of Environmental Protection

Bureau of Mining and Reclamation

Rachel Carson State Office Building

P.O. Box 8461

Harrisburg, PA  17105-8461

Petition Application for Designating Areas Unsuitable for Surface Mining Operations

Directions:  Complete this application in as much detail as possible by providing the requested information in the appropriate spaces.  If more space is needed, attach additional pages with the information identified by item and subsection.  Supporting documents, tables, photographs, correspondence, topographic maps, and other pertinent information should be identified and attached to the petition form.  It is important to provide as much information as possible so that adequate consideration can be given to your petition.

I.
Petitioner Information


Name
_____________________________________________



_____________________________________________






Street Address



_____________________________________________





Municipality

_____________________________________________

State



     Zip Code


Telephone Number  (______)  __________________________

If representing an organization, please provide name, address, and your office or position in that organization.  





______________________________________________________


If more than one name or group is listed, please indicate who should be the contact person.





______________________________________________________

II.
Location of Area to be Considered for Designation


County
_____________________________________________


Municipality/Township ________________________________

Approximate Size of Area
___________________________ acres/square miles (circle one)
Please provide appropriate U.S. Geological Survey 7 ½ minute topographic map(s) with designation area clearly marked.  Boundaries of petition areas are best delineated using watershed divides, roads, township or county boundaries, or property lines.  Attach this map to last page of petition. 

III.
Criteria for designation (from 25 Pa. Code § 86.122)

Indicate which of the following criteria for designating areas unsuitable for mining are applicable to this petition (more than one criteria may be chosen)

(
(a)  Mandatory Criterion:  Reclamation is not technologically and economically 


feasible within the petition area.

(
(b)  Discretionary Criteria:  Coal mining operations in the petition area will:


(    (1)  be incompatible with existing State or local land use plans or programs.

(    (2)  affect fragile or historic lands in which mining operations could result in significant damage to important historic, cultural, scientific, or esthetic values or natural systems.

(    (3)  affect renewable resource lands in which the mining operations could result in

a substantial loss or reduction of long-range productivity of water supply or of food or fiber products.

(    (4)  affect natural hazard lands in which the mining operations could substantially endanger life and property, the lands to include areas subject to frequent flooding and areas of unstable geology.

IV.  Allegations of Facts and Supporting Evidence


For each of the designation criteria identified in Part III provide the following information:



(a)  A description of the important qualities of the petition area.


(b)  A description of how coal mining operations have affected or may adversely affect 

 the important qualities of this area.


(c)  Supporting evidence which would tend to establish that the area is unsuitable for all 

or certain types of coal mining operations.

Supporting evidence may include mining permit records, published studies, reports, journal articles, personal observations, photographs, written expert opinions, consultant reports, or information from state or other agency files.  Provide complete reference citation for printed materials (e.g. title, year published, author, name of journal, etc.) and names, addresses, and professional titles for consultants or expert opinions.  Clearly label and identify content and geographic location for all photographs.

Supporting evidence should also include the chemical analyses of surface waters, ground waters, and postmining discharges within or adjacent to the petition area which would tend to establish the important qualities of the petition area and identify any adverse effects of previous coal mining operations.

V.  Interests of the Petitioner within the Petition Area

Provide a description of your specific interests within the petition area, such as land ownership, business ownership, governmental representation, legal representation, or organizational representation of local members.

Provide a description of how your interests as a petitioner will be adversely affected by coal

mining operations in the petition area.

VI.  Coal Mining Operations

Identify any surface or underground mining operations which have been conducted, are currently being conducted, or for which a permit application has been submitted (1) within the petition area and (2) on adjacent areas.  Provide approximate locations of the mining operations on the topographic map and identify each mining operation by name, permit number, and the coal(s) mined (if known).

VII.  Land Use Plans

Identify any land use plans or zoning restrictions which apply to the petition area.

Provide the name and address for the administrative agency or planning commission with authority over the petition area.

VIII.  Supplemental Information

Please provide any additional facts which you believe are important to this petition.

Signature _____________________________________________          Date ____________________
Sworn and Subscribed before me

this _________________ day of 

__________________ ,  200___.

__________________________
 Notarial Seal and Signature

Return all petition material to:

Department of Environmental Protection

Bureau of Mining and Reclamation

Environmental Studies Section

Rachel Carson State Office Building

P.O. Box 8461

Harrisburg, PA  17105-8461

If there are questions please call 717-787-4761


