
  
 

 

Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement 

Abandoned Mine Land Reclamation Awards 
Nomination Form & Instructions 

About the Awards 
In 1992, OSMRE launched the annual Abandoned Mine Land Reclamation Awards program to recognize 
outstanding reclamation techniques and projects. The program mirrors the objectives of the Surface Mining 
Control and Reclamation Act of 1977 to ensure that legacy coal mines are reclaimed and that active mine lands 
are restored to beneficial use. 

Eligibility 
AML projects completed by an approved state or Tribal program are eligible for an award, including coal, non-
coal, high-priority and emergency projects. One project may be submitted by an approved state or Tribal 
program and must have been completed within two years of the call for nominations. 

Abandoned mine reclamation completed by citizen groups or other non-state/non-Tribal organizations are not 
eligible for these awards. 

Award Categories 
OSMRE presents five awards each year. A National Award is presented to the state or Tribe with the highest 
scored reclamation project. A Small Project Award is presented to the state or Tribe that receives less than $6 
million annually in AML funding and completes a project costing less than $1 million. The Appalachian States 
Award is presented to the state or Tribe with the best project within that region. The Interior States Award is 
presented to the state or Tribe with the best project within that region. The Western States and Tribes Award is 
presented to the state or Tribe with the best project within that region. 

Scoring Nominations 
Each nomination is scored by a pool of judges recruited from OSMRE approved state and Tribal AML programs. 
A nomination has the potential to earn 100-points from each judge. Scores for each nomination are averaged to 
get the final score for each nomination. If there is a tie in any of the award categories, a pool of OSMRE judges 
reevaluate and rescore the tied projects. Nominations are evaluated in the following categories: 

• Innovative use of Technology.
• Difficulty of achieving reclamation under existing conditions.
• On-site effectiveness.
• Funding.
• Benefits to the community.
• Exceeding the spirit and intent of SMRCA.

Deadline & How to Submit Your Nomination 
Submit nominations by 11:59 p.m. ET, on June 1, 2025 to awards@osmre.gov. 

Questions? 
For more information, email awards@osmre.gov. 

mailto:awards@osmre.gov
mailto:awards@osmre.gov


 

 

 

 

 

Nomination Form 
Abandoned Mine Land Reclamation Awards 

Date Submitted: 

Nominator’s Contact Information 

Name: Title: 

Phone: Email: 

Address: 

Award Category (You may check more than one category.) 

Western States and TribesInterior States AwardAppalachian States Award 

National AwardSmall Project Award 

Project Information 

AML Program: 

Project Name:   

Project Location: 

Project Start Date: Project End Date:  

Project Estimate: Actual Cost:  

Funding Type(s):

Organizations responsible for reclamation: 



 

 

Project Narrative 
Executive Summary: Write a high-level overview of the nominated project that addresses organizations 
responsible for reclamation, project location, start and completion dates, cost, reclaimed features, and benefits 
to the community. 

Background: Provide a history of the mine, area, and any other pertinent information. 



 

 
  

Innovation of Current Technology: Describe new/improved technology used in the project (i.e. LIDAR). (12 points) 



Difficulty of Achieving Reclamation Under Existing Conditions: Describe special or unique considerations and 
on-site difficulty of project. (17 points) 



 

   

On-site effectiveness: Describe effective or innovative use of technology, how the landscape conforms to the 
natural environment and elimination of significant health or safety problems. (23 points) 



Funding: Describe effective use of funds and leveraging partners for funding or technology. (12 points) 



   

 
 

Benefits to the community: Describe project support and long-term benefits to the community. (18 points) 



Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act: Describe how the project exceeded the spirit and intent of 
SMCRA, increased public awareness of SMCRA, as well as the transferability of reclamation strategies to other 
AML programs and projects. (18 points) 



 

 

Videos, Graphics & Photography: Submit links to videos (3 total) and photography/graphics (12 total 
below). List captions below. 

Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement 
Department of the Interior 

1849 C Street NW 
Washington DC 20240 

awards@osmre.gov 

You certify that any photographs, images, or videos (the Works) that you submit with your 
nomination can be used, published, reproduced and distributed by OSMRE in any of its digital and 
print materials indefinitely, without any fee or other form of compensation. This use of the Works 
includes but is not limited to OSMRE’s website, instructional materials, reports, social media sites, 
videos, publications, emails, press releases, etc. The materials you submit can be used in any OSMRE 
program/publication and are not limited to a single program/publication. You certify that you are the 
copyright holder or owner of the materials, you are 18 years or older, and you have acquired the 
necessary permissions from all person(s) depicted in the materials. You further agree that if the 
above representations concerning copyright ownership are determined to be incorrect or false, 
resulting in OSMRE or the U.S. Government being sued for copyright infringement, that you shall 
indemnify OSMRE and/or the U.S. Government for any resulting out-of-pocket expenses arising from 
defending and/or settling such litigation. If OSMRE uses any of the Work in its products or services, it 
agrees to provide proper attribution to the copyright holder. 
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	Date Submitted_af_date: 5/22/2025
	Name: Roger F. Rummel, P.E.
	Title: Environmental Program Manager 
	Phone: 814-472-1800
	Email: rrummel@pa.gov
	Address: 286 Industrial Park Road, Ebensburg, PA 15931
	Appalachian States Award: Yes
	Small Project Award: Off
	Interior States Award: Off
	National Award: Yes
	Western States and Tribes: Off
	AML Program: Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection - Bureau of Abandoned Mine Reclamation
	Project Name: Alvan (Great Trough Creek)
	Project Location: Wells Township, Fulton County, Pennsylvania (PA 000280)
	Project Start Date_af_date: August 4, 2023
	Project End Date_af_date: July 31, 2024
	Project Estimate: $3,655,486.00
	Actual Cost: $4,138,525.65
	Funding Type: IIJA
	Organizaions responsible for reclamation: Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection - Bureau of Abandoned Mine Reclamation (PA DEP-BAMR)
Ligonier Construction 
Musser Engineering


	Executive Summary: The Alvan (Great Trough Creek) stream restoration project is located near Wood, Pennsylvania within Problem Area 0280 (PA0280). The project has reduced the flow volume at a nearby acid mine discharge by eliminating surface water inflow and infiltration to the underground mine complex and returning flow to Great Trough Creek. The flow reduction into the deep mines was completed by re-routing two stream tributaries. Six thousand three hundred (6,300) linear feet of clay and rock lined stream channel was installed to convey the clean surface water away from mine pits and portals. Dangerous highwalls, mine pits and spoil areas were eliminated and grading activities were completed on the 52.5 acre project site. The project began on August 4, 2023, and was completed on July 31, 2024, with a total cost of $4,138,525.65, utilizing 2022 Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA) funds.



	Background: The acid mine discharge, dangerous highwalls, hazardous water bodies and spoil areas were a direct result of various surface and underground mining activities that were completed prior to 1970. Most of these abandoned mine land hazardous features were undocumented and were recorded by archived air photos showing mining operations during and prior to the 1950s. Reducing and treating the acid mine drainage from the Dudley Discharge has been a long time goal for PA DEP-BAMR but has been difficult to accomplish due to high volumes of flow and limited locations that have the size capacity for an active treatment facility. With the completion of this project, the local area will benefit from the reduced acid mine discharge and the removal of abandoned mine land hazardous features from an entire generation of mining. 








	On-site effectiveness: With project completion, the flow from the Dudley Discharge will be greatly reduced and will act as the beginning of an attempt to fully eliminate it with future projects. Furthermore, all abandoned mine land hazards were eliminated including dangerous highwalls, mine pits, mine portals and spoil pile areas. Removing these abandoned mine land features was important because this area has significant human interaction with hunting opportunities.  

The project site serves as a complete restoration effort by replacing the tributaries as close to the original landscape topography as possible prior to mining operation disruptions and by reclaiming the abandoned mine land with approximately ten (10) acres of reforestation efforts for habitat improvement. Six thousand three hundred (6,300) linear feet of stream channel is now conveying clean surface water, which was once lost into an acidic underground abandoned mine complex, to Great Trough Creek and ultimately the Chesapeake Bay watershed. Thirty four and a half (34.5) acres of the site was re-vegetated with mixed grasses. 

This project reused the on-site material as efficiently as possible, and there was little to no materials purchased or delivered to the project site. In-situ rock that was blasted and excavated was crushed and sorted on-site and utilized in the rock lining of the stream channels as the bedding material, channel rip-rap and transitional rock. By using this effective and innovative technique, no rock material was hauled onto the project site. Everything that was excavated was utilized in some way so that there was no material lost or hauled away. All materials on site had a purpose from using spoil pile areas to backfilling the highwalls and mine pits. On-site excavated clay was utilized as a liner to create an impervious stream bed. Blasted and excavated rock was used for the stream channel lining. The cleared and grubbed trees were used to construct brush barriers, which in turn create wildlife habitat. All of these activities contributed to the success of the project by eliminating the abandoned mine hazards while conforming the landscape to its original shape and function. 



 


	Benefits to the community: As previously mentioned, the project has reduced rainfall surface runoff to an abandoned underground mine complex with the installation of the impervious rock lined stream channel. Prior to the project, rainfall surface runoff entered the abandoned underground mine complex, absorbed heavy underground mine metals and contributed to the locally well known Dudley Discharge, which affects local waterways with acid mine drainage. Now that the impervious rock lined stream channel is preventing rainfall surface runoff from entering the abandoned underground mine complex, rainfall surface runoff in the project area has no effect on the Dudley Discharge which should reduce the flow during heavy rain events. The Dudley Discharge is within the Chesapeake Bay watershed, so reducing the amount of acid mine drainage within this vast and diverse watershed is beneficial to countless communities.  Eliminating the Dudley Discharge with an active treatment plant is something that is being investigated and discussed. Cutting off one source of water to this discharge by the completion of the project is one of the first steps in this bold goal.

Removing the dangerous highwall and spoil piles on the project is very beneficial to the property owner who allows hunting and other outdoor activities on the property within the project work limits. Due to the regular presence of hunters and outdoorsmen on the project site, removing these abandoned mine hazards greatly lessens the chances of an injury or incident which effects those who utilize this now reclaimed site.

On numerous occasions during routine site visits, eagles and other birds of prey were observed in and around the project work site. Now that the project is completed, wildlife are now able to inhabit the brush piles and grassy fields that were created by the reclamation project. This reclamation project and the complete rehabilitation of the project site is a model example of creating a diverse environment that can be utilized by all types of animals who were once unable to regularly inhabit this site due to the effects of past mining activities and practices.

The property owner of the project site was greatly appreciative of the outcome and may be receptive to other reclamation projects on some of their other properties based upon the success of the Alvan (Great Trough Creek) reclamation project.








	Videos, Graphics, and Photography: Please use the login and password information below to access the pictures and videos associated with this award submission:

Go to:  https://copaftp.state.pa.us/

User Name:  EP-bamrcu

Password:  DepCustomerDownload#123


The pictures and videos are at the following location:  My Files  -->  Cambria_DO  -->  2025 NAAMLP Award Submission

	Difficulty of Achieving Reclamation Under Existing Conditions: The project had a straight forward concept to restore a stream channel and eliminate surface water flow into an existing abandoned mine discharge. However, the project had many unique features which made it challenging to complete. Multiple areas were uncovered where the surface water disappeared because the subsurface geological make up is fractured from multiple mining operations, and the underground abandoned mine in the area did not have accurate mine mapping. Therefore, the proposed stream channel had to be oriented so that the underground abandoned mine complex was avoided as much as possible while still providing positive flow in the stream channel across the project site. The stream also had to be lined with an impervious clay layer to eliminate any infiltration of surface water into the underground abandoned mine complex. 

During the stream channel excavation, a layer of bed rock was encountered that required multiple blasting operations as it could not be ripped/excavated. Although encountering the bed rock was foreseen and incorporated into the project design, the blasting operation created a unique and dangerous work environment. During this work activity, the existing water flow had to be pumped around the work area to prevent flooding. The blasting operation was followed by the rock excavation where it was hauled to the mobile rock crusher where the loose rock was crushed and sorted into material that could be used for the proposed rock stream channel construction. Utilizing a mobile rock crusher to manufacture the rock materials onsite saved on trucking costs and heavy truck traffic in the surrounding communities.

The existing water flow from tributaries and local rainfall runoff had to be constantly redirected and pumped around the work areas until the proposed stream was completed to avoid flooding during the stream channel construction in conjunction with grading 52.5 acres of abandoned mine land. This required continuous by-pass pumping and various sequence of construction schedule updates so that there was no flooding, the ground was workable, and the water did not find a new portal into the underground abandoned mine complex. 

A main potable water line had to be relocated and encased so that the local water authority would not have future maintenance issues as the new stream channel would intersect it before discharging into Great Trough Creek. This main potable water line came from a reservoir and is the sole source of raw water for the local water authority. Therefore, extensive coordination was necessary so that the local water authority had time to store enough water prior to the water line being temporarily shut off during the relocation. Great measures were also taken to make sure a plan was in place to have multiple shut-off locations to eliminate any chances of inadvertently draining the reservoir. 

Erosion and Sedimentation Control Plans were closely reviewed and installed during construction activities because the entire project was in or near a stream channel bank. Although filters were installed within the stream channel as it was constructed, the construction activities had to be scheduled around the local weather to prevent a major erosion issue as the work was being done on/in a stream channel that had not yet conveyed water. 

The stream became a permitted waterway of Pennsylvania once water was conveyed though it. Therefore, the construction, crossings, utility relocation and E&S controls all had to fit in a precise time frame prior to water being released into the newly constructed rock lined stream channel. The stream also had to be completed in stages. Water would not have been able to be conveyed through the newly constructed stream channel while the construction activities were taking place, or significant E&S issues would have been inevitable.






	Funding: The Alvan (Great Trough Creek) project was funded by the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA). It was the first large scale project funded by the IIJA in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. The project was awarded through a competitive bid process with the lowest qualified bidder receiving the contract. By using the competitive bid process, the project was completed with efficient use of the funding. The project was located on private property, but the property has regular human interaction due to the presence of hunters. By eliminating the abandoned mine hazards on the property and restoring the stream channel, the chances of an injury or altercation greatly decreases.

Cooperation and coordination with the local water authority was critical to ensure the relocation of their water main pipeline was performed when it was most beneficial to their water customers, with minimal disruption. The water main pipeline that was affected by the project is the main source of water to the residents from the reservoir, so ensuring the relocation was performed quickly and efficiently was key. The local water authority was easy to work with and very cooperative. The relationship that was formed as a result of the project will be beneficial in the future if more projects are proposed in the same area.

The Contractor, Ligonier Construction, showed efficient use of their manpower and equipment evidenced by the few breakdowns in their well serviced equipment and the organized approach to completing the project. Their mobile rock crusher ran very efficiently and made the completion of this part of the project effortlessly. In addition, their ability to handle the existing, continuous surface water flow throughout the duration of the project while preventing any major E&S issues was exemplary.

It is important to note that when the bids were opened for this project, it was anticipated to be primarily funded using Capital Budget Approved Funds from the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. Originally only twelve percent (12%) of the project costs were going to be funded by Pennsylvania's 2023 AML fee based grant. However, when it was announced in November of 2022 that Pennsylvania was going to receive IIJA funds,  management and administrative staff worked quickly to make the necessary changes to utilize this new funding source. Fortunately, Davis-Bacon and BABA language was already included in the contract documents which enabled the utilization of IIJA funds to fully fund the entire construction of this project. This allowed the previously obligated Capital Budget Funds to be returned to the Commonwealth to fund other projects.


	Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act: The Alvan (Great Trough Creek) project successfully restored a stream channel which now prevents rainfall surface runoff from entering into an abandoned underground mine complex, which contributed to the Dudley Discharge. It also reclaimed an existing dangerous highwall and several spoil piles. The abandoned mine conditions met all of the requirements of the Acid Mine Drainage (AMD) and Abandoned Mine Land (AML) programs and SMCRA. The project removed these Priority 2 and 3 features from this problem area in a cost effective manner.  

The project took approximately one (1) year to complete due to the various work activities that took place on the project site. The site is on private property that is utilized extensively by hunters and other outdoorsmen. The group that uses this property for hunting was in regular contact with the project manager throughout the project and cooperated with the Contractor during construction. In addition, coordination with the local water authority was key to getting the potable waterline main within the project work limits replaced efficiently with little to no effect on the water customers. Having these two groups involved with the project helped make others aware of the abandoned mine lands program within Pennsylvania and the good work that it accomplishes.

The Dudley Discharge is a prominent fixture near the project location and contributes to the Chesapeake Bay watershed. There are numerous parties interested in seeing the Dudley Discharge eliminated so that the streams affected by it can be restored. The Alvan (Great Trough Creek) project decreased rainfall surface runoff that was previously entering the abandoned underground mine complex through open portals that fed into the Dudley Discharge. Now that the stream channel has been reconstructed, the rainfall surface runoff stays on the surface and no longer contributes to the Dudley Discharge. Although the project is too new to determine the impact on the Dudley Discharge, future studies will determine how effective the project is on this abandoned mine feature.  Several watershed groups, including the Chesapeake Bay Foundation, have already shown interest in the Alvan (Great Trough Creek) project's completion which will further make others aware of the PA DEP-BAMR program.

The Alvan (Great Trough Creek) project utilized blasting to excavate in-situ rock to get the grades needed to contour the rock lined stream channel. The blasting operations were very effective and allowed the Contractor to utilize the broken up rock throughout the project, which eliminated having to bring off-site material onto the project site and alleviated heavy truck traffic in the local community. Utilizing this technique for excavating in-situ rock was very productive and could serve a purpose elsewhere depending on the scope of the project and the type of excavation necessary to accomplish the project's intent.


	Innovation of Current Technology: During the design phase of the project, extensive GPS surveying equipment, LiDAR imagery and Auto-CAD software were utilized to map the topography of the project site to find the best location to relocate the two existing tributaries away from the mine pits, portals and highwalls. The site grading plan was extensively reviewed to make sure that all runoff water made it into the proposed stream channel so that all clean surface water was conveyed off-site to Great Trough Creek. The GPS surveying equipment, LiDAR imagery and Auto-CAD software were utilized throughout the entirety of the project to verify that the stream channel was installed per design and that no water was lost to the underground abandoned mine complex. 

During the construction phase of the project, blasting was utilized to reach the stream channel excavation depths as rock outcrops were encountered that could not be excavated or ripped. Two separate areas had to be blasted in order for the stream channel to be routed throughout the project to maintain positive flow across the project site. 

Rock crushers were then used to break up the blasted rocks into smaller sizes. The resulting rock aggregate was then sized and segregated and used for the stream channel protective bedding layer, rip-rap stream channel lining and transitional rock. Utilizing on-site rock was extremely valuable and cost effective. No rock material had to be hauled in for the construction of this project which also reduced heavy truck traffic in the surrounding communities.

Musser Engineering was hired to determine the effects of restoring flows that currently drain to abandoned mine openings on Great Trough Creek. By restoring base flow in Trough Creek, the Dudley Discharge flow would be reduced. The two unnamed tributaries being restored by this project have springtime flows in excess of 2,500 gallons per minute. It is expected that springtime flows at the Dudley Discharge would be reduced accordingly. Flow monitoring equipment was installed at the Dudley Discharge to monitor and review flow metrics to gain knowledge for future projects and to continue to work on eliminating the acid mine drainage discharge.
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