
  
 

 

Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement 

Abandoned Mine Land Reclamation Awards 
Nomination Form & Instructions 

About the Awards 
In 1992, OSMRE launched the annual Abandoned Mine Land Reclamation Awards program to recognize 
outstanding reclamation techniques and projects. The program mirrors the objectives of the Surface Mining 
Control and Reclamation Act of 1977 to ensure that legacy coal mines are reclaimed and that active mine lands 
are restored to beneficial use. 

Eligibility 
AML projects completed by an approved state or Tribal program are eligible for an award, including coal, non-
coal, high-priority and emergency projects. One project may be submitted by an approved state or Tribal 
program and must have been completed within two years of the call for nominations. 

Abandoned mine reclamation completed by citizen groups or other non-state/non-Tribal organizations are not 
eligible for these awards. 

Award Categories 
OSMRE presents five awards each year. A National Award is presented to the state or Tribe with the highest 
scored reclamation project. A Small Project Award is presented to the state or Tribe that receives less than $6 
million annually in AML funding and completes a project costing less than $1 million. The Appalachian States 
Award is presented to the state or Tribe with the best project within that region. The Interior States Award is 
presented to the state or Tribe with the best project within that region. The Western States and Tribes Award is 
presented to the state or Tribe with the best project within that region. 

Scoring Nominations 
Each nomination is scored by a pool of judges recruited from OSMRE approved state and Tribal AML programs. 
A nomination has the potential to earn 100-points from each judge. Scores for each nomination are averaged to 
get the final score for each nomination. If there is a tie in any of the award categories, a pool of OSMRE judges 
reevaluate and rescore the tied projects. Nominations are evaluated in the following categories: 

• Innovative use of Technology.
• Difficulty of achieving reclamation under existing conditions.
• On-site effectiveness.
• Funding.
• Benefits to the community.
• Exceeding the spirit and intent of SMRCA.

Deadline & How to Submit Your Nomination 
Submit nominations by 11:59 p.m. ET, on May 12, 2024 to awards@osmre.gov. 

Questions? 
For more information, email awards@osmre.gov. 

mailto:awards@osmre.gov
mailto:awards@osmre.gov


 

 

 

 

 

Nomination Form 
Abandoned Mine Land Reclamation Awards 

Date Submitted: 

Nominator’s Contact Information 

Name: Title: 

Phone: Email: 

Address: 

Award Category (You may check more than one category.) 

Western States and TribesInterior States AwardAppalachian States Award 

National AwardSmall Project Award 

Project Information 

AML Program: 

Project Name:   

Project Location: 

Project Start Date: Project End Date:  

Project Estimate: Actual Cost:  

Funding Type(s):

Organizations responsible for reclamation: 



 

 

Project Narrative 
Executive Summary: Write a high-level overview of the nominated project that addresses organizations 
responsible for reclamation, project location, start and completion dates, cost, reclaimed features, and benefits 
to the community. 

Background: Provide a history of the mine, area, and any other pertinent information. 



 

 
  

Innovation of Current Technology: Describe new/improved technology used in the project (i.e. LIDAR). (12 points) 



Difficulty of Achieving Reclamation Under Existing Conditions: Describe special or unique considerations and 
on-site difficulty of project. (17 points) 



 

   

On-site effectiveness: Describe effective or innovative use of technology, how the landscape conforms to the 
natural environment and elimination of significant health or safety problems. (23 points) 



Funding: Describe effective use of funds and leveraging partners for funding or technology. (12 points) 



   

 
 

Benefits to the community: Describe project support and long-term benefits to the community. (18 points) 



Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act: Describe how the project exceeded the spirit and intent of 
SMCRA, increased public awareness of SMCRA, as well as the transferability of reclamation strategies to other 
AML programs and projects. (18 points) 



 

 

Videos, Graphics & Photography: Submit links to videos (3 total) and photography/graphics (12 total 
below). List captions below. 

Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement 
Department of the Interior 

1849 C Street NW 
Washington DC 20240 

awards@osmre.gov 

You certify that any photographs, images, or videos (the Works) that you submit with your 
nomination can be used, published, reproduced and distributed by OSMRE in any of its digital and 
print materials indefinitely, without any fee or other form of compensation. This use of the Works 
includes but is not limited to OSMRE’s website, instructional materials, reports, social media sites, 
videos, publications, emails, press releases, etc. The materials you submit can be used in any OSMRE 
program/publication and are not limited to a single program/publication. You certify that you are the 
copyright holder or owner of the materials, you are 18 years or older, and you have acquired the 
necessary permissions from all person(s) depicted in the materials. You further agree that if the 
above representations concerning copyright ownership are determined to be incorrect or false, 
resulting in OSMRE or the U.S. Government being sued for copyright infringement, that you shall 
indemnify OSMRE and/or the U.S. Government for any resulting out-of-pocket expenses arising from 
defending and/or settling such litigation. If OSMRE uses any of the Work in its products or services, it 
agrees to provide proper attribution to the copyright holder. 
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	Date Submitted_af_date: 05/10/2024
	Name: Roger F. Rummel, P.E.
	Title: Environmental Program Manager
	Phone: 814-472-1800
	Email: rrummel@pa.gov
	Address: 286 Industrial Park Road, Ebensburg, PA  15931
	Appalachian States Award: Yes
	Small Project Award: Off
	Interior States Award: Off
	National Award: Yes
	Western States and Tribes: Off
	AML Program: Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection - Bureau of Abandoned Mine Reclamation
	Project Name: Penn Hills
	Project Location: Penn Hills Township, Allegheny County, Pennsylvania (PA000385 and PA001726)
	Project Start Date_af_date: 9/7/2020
	Project End Date_af_date: 7/27/22
	Project Estimate: $575,000
	Actual Cost: $992,917.93
	Funding Type: 2020 SGA and 2021 SGA
	Organizaions responsible for reclamation: Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection - Bureau of Abandoned Mine Reclamation
Titan Energy Solutions, LLC.
Ligonier Construction
Penn Hills Township
	Executive Summary: The Penn Hills project is located in Penn Hills Township, Allegheny County, Pennsylvania, within Problem Area 0385 (PA 0385 - Brownfield Hollow II) and Problem Area 1726 (PA 1726 - Graham Boulevard). The project was reclaimed in two phases at two separate work site locations due to the natural geology of the abandoned coal mine and the reclamation approach. Phase I of the project began on September 7, 2020, and was completed on June 3, 2021, with a total cost of $413,819.93, utilizing 2020 Title IV SGA funds. Phase II of the project began on September 19, 2021, and was completed on July 27, 2022, with a total cost of $579,098.00, utilizing 2021 Title IV SGA funds. The total project reclaimed 0.2 acres of Priority 2 Dangerous Slide (DS) conditions. There are 11 residences which benefited from the elimination of the DS hazard and are no longer affected by saturated backyards and wet or flooded basements caused by abandoned mine discharge (AMD).
	Background: Both Dangerous Slide (DS) conditions were a direct result of underground coal mining by the Pittsburgh Coal Company, which ceased operations prior to 1936. These dangerous AML features meet the Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement's Priority 2 safety criteria for a Dangerous Slide (DS). There have been numerous inquiries over the years from residents along Glendale Road and Howard Street with AMD seeping from the hillside behind their homes, with some having AMD in their basements that threatened the structural integrity of the residence, along with AMD saturated backyards.







	On-site effectiveness: Horizontal boring, with the use of a siphon, was utilized at the Phase I site to de-water the flooded abandoned mine complex at a valve controlled rate to prevent unnecessary downstream accelerated erosion. Although the mine de-watering piping system that was installed at the Phase I project site did not alleviate the affects of the AMD on the residences along Glendale Road, it did dry up some  wet areas in the yards of the surrounding residences which added to their property value.

The horizontal boring and the dual subsurface drains installed at the Phase II project site have greatly impacted the 11 residences along Glendale Road by completely drying up their backyards and eliminating any AMD affects on their basements and property. The elimination of this AMD has substantially increased the value of the residences and eliminated any issues with the structural integrity of their foundations. In addition, large trees that were in the locations impacted by the AMD died off over the years and caused a hazard to the residences' backyards and dwellings. These trees were within the work limits and were removed as a result of the project. Once the trees were removed and the dual subsurface drains were installed, the area behind the residences was graded to approximate original contours at a safe angle of repose so as to not cause any potential ground movement.

At both the Phase I and Phase II project sites, Auto-CAD and modern GPS survey technology was used to accurately position the horizontal boring machines to hit the intended intercept location of the abandoned mine workings. This technology allows for easy and accurate adjustments to be made based upon any field condition requirements.

Minor grading of the ground surface was done at both project sites to ensure positive drainage from within the area of disturbance did not increase any surface water flow to the residences. In addition, the dual subsurface drains that were installed directly behind the residences of the Phase II project site had their trench aggregate used to collect the AMD extended to the surface and mounded up above the finished grade to further protect the residences from any seeps or surface water flow coming from the area of disturbance upslope of their residences.

All disturbed areas within both project work sites were properly seeded and mulched to promote sufficient vegetative cover to prevent accelerated erosion and sedimentation issues and promote natural habitat.






	Benefits to the community: The residents along Glendale Road have raised concerns about the affects of the AMD on their properties for many years and were all very supportive of the work performed on their properties. The construction disturbance was worth the end results of having dry yards, dry basements, structurally intact foundations, the removal of hazardous dead overhanging trees, and an increase in the value of their property.

Penn Hills Township was also supportive of the project since it dried up the hazards associated with AMD out on Glendale Road. Icing hazards in the wintertime made winter driving treacherous and increased the risk of slip and fall injuries to pedestrians in the neighborhood. In addition, the roadside inlet box that was installed as part of the project catches a portion of rainfall runoff from Glendale Road which prevents the hazards associated with poor roadside drainage. The once dilapidated township park now has potential future opportunities due to the excavation material from the horizontal boring and subsurface drain installation being placed, graded, and seeded and mulched to establish a grass field.

The residence across Glendale Road from the main project work area at Phase II was also supportive of the project even though their residence was not directly impacted by the AMD. The AMD conveyance pipeline runs directly under their driveway, very close to their porch, and discharges in an existing drainage course in their backyard. Even with all of this inconvenience, they allowed the work to be completed on their property since it greatly benefited their neighbors.

Since the manhole was installed at the Phase II project site, as well as the roadside inlet box, maintenance of the horizontal boring pipe and the subsurface drain pipes can be easily performed ensuring long-term functionality of the mine de-watering drainage system which will protect the residences along this section of Glendale Road for many, many years.







	Videos, Graphics, and Photography: Please go to:

https://files.dep.state.pa.us/Mining/Abandoned Mine Reclamation/AbandonedMinePortalFiles/OSMRE2024/

There should be 12 photos/graphics and 3 videos.

  

	Difficulty of Achieving Reclamation Under Existing Conditions: There had been inquiries from numerous residents along Glendale Road with AMD seeping from the hillside behind their homes, with some having AMD in their basements that threatened the structural integrity of the residences, along with AMD saturated backyards. Two DS features were identified, one located at 9612 Glendale Road and the other at 188 Howard Street. The AMD was seeping from the coal crop due to the natural geology and a blocked mine drain that caused the underground mine complex to fill up with water. The coal crop dips in a southeasterly direction away from Glendale Road. Through the results of the geologist’s exploratory drilling project, it was determined that the primary location to install a mine drainage system was behind the homes located at 176, 178 and 188 Howard Street. This was the project location of Phase I of the project, which is the syncline (lowest part) of the flooded underground mine pool and coal seam. A mine drainage system was proposed to be installed in the rear of the Howard Street properties to allow the underground mine pool complex to safely drain into the receiving stream below. The goal was to alleviate the underground mine pool backup that was causing AMD to seep out of the hillside in the backyards and residences of multiple residences along Glendale Road. The designed plan was that if, after a period of time, it was evident that this drain location did not adequately drain the mine, a second mine drainage system would be installed. The second mine drainage system was proposed to be installed through the Penn Hills Township Park, which is located in the area between Frankstown Road and Glendale Road which was the project location of Phase II of the project. This option was a consideration if the primary option at Howard Street did not prove to lessen or eliminate the dangerous slide hazard. 

Although Phase I of the project did produce a flow of approximately 30 GPM from the mine de-watering pipes that were installed, the residents along Glendale Road were still having AMD drainage affect their properties and dwellings. Therefore, Phase II of the project was conceived, designed, and constructed. The project site of Phase I was much easier to implement the project scope due to the openness of the work area. However, the project site of Phase II proved to be much more challenging due to the steepness of the slope that the dual subsurface drains were installed on and the proximity to the residences that the AMD was affecting. The depth of the proposed subsurface drains in relation to the surrounding landscape required the use of stacked trench boxes. The Phase II project site was also located in tight quarters in relation of the township road, existing underground utilities, and the residences, particularly the closeness of the mine water piping outlet location. Multiple large overhanging dead trees needed to be carefully removed within the project work limits that also caused a hazard to the residences. Handling the large volume of water once the horizontal boring reached the flooded abandoned mine complex took great efforts to ensure the flow of water stayed within the installed piping system and did not overflow onto the township road or into the yards of the surrounding residences. Once the dual subsurface drains and horizontal boring installations were completed, the resulting flow from the abandoned mine complex averages around 100 GPM at the Phase II project site.







	Funding: Both Phase I and Phase II of the project were funded by Title IV 2020 SGA and Title IV 2021 SGA, respectively. Both projects were awarded through a competitive bid process with the lowest qualified bidder receiving the contract. By using the competitive bid process, both projects were completed with efficient use of the funding. Between both projects, 11 residences had their property values greatly increased.

Cooperation and coordination with Penn Hills Township was utilized for the Phase II project. This was done by using land owned by the township in very close proximity to the project area as a disposal site for the horizontal boring material as well as all of the subsurface drain trench excavation material. The use of tracked dump trucks made the removal of the boring and excavation material very quick and efficient which reduced the costs of disposal of this material. In addition, the township-owned disposal site was once a park that was in disrepair. However, the disposal material was leveled up, graded off, and seeded and mulched to establish a sufficient vegetative grass cover providing a future opportunity for the township to re-develop the site into a park once again.

Additional cooperation and coordination with Penn Hills Township was utilized as far as the restoration of Glendale Road once the roadside inlet box was installed and the conveyance pipe trench work was done across the road. The township had received funding to re-pave Glendale Road. Through the cooperation and coordination efforts made, the township was able to delay this work until the work associated with Phase II of the project was completed. This ultimately was a cost savings because if the township re-paved the road prior to the work associated with Phase II of the project being completed, then additional money would have been spent patching their freshly placed asphalt. AMD tends to have a negative impact on asphalt, in general, including accelerated deterioration, so addressing the AMD prior to paving was beneficial to the lifespan of the pavement.

The contractor at the Phase II project site showed efficient use of their manpower and equipment evidenced by the few breakdowns in their well serviced equipment and the organized approach to completing the project. Their horizontal boring machine ran very efficiently and made the completion of this part of the project effortless. As stated previously, the use of stacked trench boxes created a safe and efficient work environment for the dual subsurface drain placement work activities.









	Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act: Both Phase I and Phase II of the Penn Hills project successfully alleviated AMD from 11 residences that were adversely affected by the flooded abandoned mine complex. Since the abandoned mine conditions met all of the requirements of the AML program and SMCRA, the project removed the Priority 2 DS features from these problem areas in a cost effective manner with the use of horizontal boring piping and subsurface drains.   

In areas where accurate existing mine maps are not available, exploratory drilling for both Phase I and Phase II of the Penn Hills project was proven to be beneficial for determining the current status of the abandoned mine complex. The information gathered from the exploratory drilling is invaluable with regards to determining the condition of the abandoned mine, as well as the mine pool elevation. Properly surveying and orienting the locations of the exploratory drilling boreholes is also of great importance.

Horizontal boring is traditionally utilized to connect utilities underground from one side of a roadway to the other side of the roadway. Both Phase I and Phase II of the Penn Hills project showed that this type of boring can be successful at intercepting flooded underground abandoned mine complexes for the means of de-watering them. A major compliment to horizontal boring into an abandoned mine complex is the use of Auto-CAD and modern GPS survey equipment to accurately orient the field conditions for the boring. This approach to de-watering a mine complex will be used in the future where it is cost effective and can be applied to other AML programs.  

Due to the success of the Phase II project, other nearby property owners whose residences are being affected by the same flooded abandoned mine complex are now aware of the benefits of the AML program and its successful projects. There is a future project currently being planned and designed to mitigate AMD affecting those properties. These property owners can look to the success of the Phase II project to have the same expectation for the future project that will alleviate the problems their residences are experiencing due to the same flooded abandoned mine complex, which is part of the goal of SMCRA.

Cooperating and working with the local township and municipality was another effective way to make the surrounding residents aware of the abandoned mine hazards and the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection - Bureau of Abandoned Mine Reclamation (BAMR) program in general.








	Innovation of Current Technology: During Phase I of the project, preliminary exploratory drilling was done in an effort to determine both the physical state of the abandoned mine workings and the low point in elevation of the mine so that a horizontal boring location to drain the mine pool could be established. The exploratory drilling was also performed due to poor existing mine maps in this area. The results of the exploratory drilling coupled with the use of existing LIDAR contours of the project's surroundings provided a good target location for the horizontal boring to intercept the flooded abandoned mine workings. The intended mine intercept location was also plotted in Auto-CAD and modern GPS survey equipment was used to accurately stakeout the location in the field. The project utilized a siphon method to de-water as much of the mine as possible at a valve controlled rate so that the horizontal boring method to further de-water the mine would be easier to manage and to prevent a dangerous, uncontrolled discharge within a residential area. Once the water from the abandoned mine workings began to flow, it was treated as efficiently as possible with sodium hydroxide before it was ultimately discharged into an existing drainage course. An existing municipal waterline that was intersected by the water conveyance pipes was staked out in the field as well to avoid any potable water supply disruptions to the surrounding residences.

During Phase II of the project, more preliminary exploratory drilling was conducted to determine the existing conditions of the abandoned mine workings. This exploratory drilling was also conducted to determine a good intact abandoned mine void to intercept with the horizontal boring to further de-water the abandoned mine complex. Once the target location of the abandoned mine complex was determined, Auto-CAD was used extensively in conjunction with modern GPS survey equipment to ensure the exact intercept location of the abandoned mine complex was located in the field. Once the horizontal boring started, several flooded abandoned mine voids were encountered en-route to the final mine complex target location. Perforations were added to the mine de-watering steel casing pipe to allow this water to drain. While the dual subsurface drains were being installed, stacked trench boxes were necessary due to the placement depth of the pipe in relation to the steep surrounding topography to provide a safe working environment for the pipe installation. Additionally, confirmation drilling was performed along the dual subsurface drain alignments to ensure the pipes were being placed on bedrock and not fractured, incompetent material so the AMD collected by the drains would not inadvertently convey water towards the residences. A concrete manhole was installed at the junction of the horizontal boring pipe, the dual subsurface drain pipes, and an additional subsurface drain pipe which added to the complexity of the piping system that conveys the mine water through a roadside inlet box, under a township road, in-between houses with little clearance on each side, across municipal water and sanitary sewer lines, and ultimately discharges the water into an existing drainage course 300 feet away.
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