
  
 

 

Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement 

Abandoned Mine Land Reclamation Awards 
Nomination Form & Instructions 

About the Awards 
In 1992, OSMRE launched the annual Abandoned Mine Land Reclamation Awards program to recognize 
outstanding reclamation techniques and projects. The program mirrors the objectives of the Surface Mining 
Control and Reclamation Act of 1977 to ensure that legacy coal mines are reclaimed and that active mine lands 
are restored to beneficial use. 

Eligibility 
AML projects completed by an approved state or Tribal program are eligible for an award, including coal, non-
coal, high-priority and emergency projects. One project may be submitted by an approved state or Tribal 
program and must have been completed within two years of the call for nominations. 

Abandoned mine reclamation completed by citizen groups or other non-state/non-Tribal organizations are not 
eligible for these awards. 

Award Categories 
OSMRE presents five awards each year. A National Award is presented to the state or Tribe with the highest 
scored reclamation project. A Small Project Award is presented to the state or Tribe that receives less than $6 
million annually in AML funding and completes a project costing less than $1 million. The Appalachian States 
Award is presented to the state or Tribe with the best project within that region. The Interior States Award is 
presented to the state or Tribe with the best project within that region. The Western States and Tribes Award is 
presented to the state or Tribe with the best project within that region. 

Scoring Nominations 
Each nomination is scored by a pool of judges recruited from OSMRE approved state and Tribal AML programs. 
A nomination has the potential to earn 100-points from each judge. Scores for each nomination are averaged to 
get the final score for each nomination. If there is a tie in any of the award categories, a pool of OSMRE judges 
reevaluate and rescore the tied projects. Nominations are evaluated in the following categories: 

• Innovative use of Technology.
• Difficulty of achieving reclamation under existing conditions.
• On-site effectiveness.
• Funding.
• Benefits to the community.
• Exceeding the spirit and intent of SMRCA.

Deadline & How to Submit Your Nomination 
Submit nominations by 11:59 p.m. ET, on Month Day to awards@osmre.gov. 

Questions? 
For more information, email awards@osmre.gov. 

mailto:awards@osmre.gov
mailto:awards@osmre.gov


 

 

 

 

 

Nomination Form 
Abandoned Mine Land Reclamation Awards 

Date Submitted: 

Nominator’s Contact Information 

Name: Title: 

Phone: Email: 

Address: 

Award Category (You may check more than one category.) 

Western States and TribesInterior States AwardAppalachian States Award 

National AwardSmall Project Award 

Project Information 

AML Program: 

Project Name:   

Project Location: 

Project Start Date: Project End Date:  

Project Estimate: Actual Cost:  

Funding Type(s):

Organizations responsible for reclamation: 



 

 

Project Narrative 
Executive Summary: Write a high-level overview of the nominated project that addresses organizations 
responsible for reclamation, project location, start and completion dates, cost, reclaimed features, and benefits 
to the community. 

Background: Provide a history of the mine, area, and any other pertinent information. 



 

 
  

Innovation of Current Technology: Describe new/improved technology used in the project (i.e. LIDAR). (12 points) 



Difficulty of Achieving Reclamation Under Existing Conditions: Describe special or unique considerations and 
on-site difficulty of project. (17 points) 



 

   

On-site effectiveness: Describe effective or innovative use of technology, how the landscape conforms to the 
natural environment and elimination of significant health or safety problems. (23 points) 



Funding: Describe effective use of funds and leveraging partners for funding or technology. (12 points) 



   

 
 

Benefits to the community: Describe project support and long-term benefits to the community. (18 points) 



Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act: Describe how the project exceeded the spirit and intent of 
SMCRA, increased public awareness of SMCRA, as well as the transferability of reclamation strategies to other 
AML programs and projects. (18 points) 



 

 

Videos, Graphics & Photography: Submit links to videos (3 total) and photography/graphics (12 total 
below). List captions below. 

Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement 
Department of the Interior 

1849 C Street NW 
Washington DC 20240 

awards@osmre.gov 

You certify that any photographs, images, or videos (the Works) that you submit with your 
nomination can be used, published, reproduced and distributed by OSMRE in any of its digital and 
print materials indefinitely, without any fee or other form of compensation. This use of the Works 
includes but is not limited to OSMRE’s website, instructional materials, reports, social media sites, 
videos, publications, emails, press releases, etc. The materials you submit can be used in any OSMRE 
program/publication and are not limited to a single program/publication. You certify that you are the 
copyright holder or owner of the materials, you are 18 years or older, and you have acquired the 
necessary permissions from all person(s) depicted in the materials. You further agree that if the 
above representations concerning copyright ownership are determined to be incorrect or false, 
resulting in OSMRE or the U.S. Government being sued for copyright infringement, that you shall 
indemnify OSMRE and/or the U.S. Government for any resulting out-of-pocket expenses arising from 
defending and/or settling such litigation. If OSMRE uses any of the Work in its products or services, it 
agrees to provide proper attribution to the copyright holder. 
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	Date Submitted_af_date: 5/12/23
	Name: Michael A. Stayrook, P.E.
	Title: Mining Engineer Manager
	Phone: 814-270-5068
	Email: mstayrook@pa.gov
	Address: 286 Industrial Park Road, Ebensburg, Pa 15931
	Appalachian States Award: Yes
	Small Project Award: Off
	Interior States Award: Off
	National Award: Yes
	Western States and Tribes: Off
	AML Program: Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection - Bureau of Abandoned Mine Reclamation
	Project Name: Morgan Run Recreational Facility (West Decatur PO)
	Project Location: Boggs Township, Clearfield County, Pennsylvania (PA007087)
	Project Start Date_af_date: 11/15/2020
	Project End Date_af_date: 8/31/2021
	Project Estimate: $491,105.00
	Actual Cost: $315,683.52
	Funding Type: 2018 AML AMLER
	Organizaions responsible for reclamation: Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection - Bureau of Abandoned Mine Reclamation, Cen-Clear Child Services, Inc., Earthmovers Unlimited, Inc.
	Executive Summary: The Morgan Run Recreational Facility (West Decatur PO) Project is located in Boggs Township, Clearfield County, Pennsylvania within Problem Area 7087 (PA 7087 - West Decatur Post Office).  The Project began on November 15, 2020 and was completed on August 31, 2021 with a total cost of $315,683.52, utilizing 2018 AMLER Program funding. Over 1,700 feet of Priority 2 dangerous highwall (DH) and 12 acres of Priority 3 spoil area (SA) were reclaimed as a result of the Project.  CenClear Child Services runs a day camp on the reclaimed abandoned mine land (AML).  The day camp allows underprivileged community members to experience hiking, biking, horseback and dirt bike riding and other outdoor events throughout the year. One mile of multi-use trails, an amphitheater, and a parking lot for over 150 vehicles was constructed on the site and has allowed CenClear to offer more programs.
	Background: 
The DH and SA were a direct result of surface mining by the Harbison-Walker Mining Company, which ceased operations in the 1950s.  The dangerous AML feature meets the Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement's Priority 2 safety criteria for a DH. CenClear later purchased the property to create a day camp for underprivileged community members to experience various outdoor adventures including outdoor educational opportunities, hiking, horseback riding, and dirt bike riding.  The day camp center was located within 1,000 feet of the DH and the facility’s recreational trail system ran throughout the SA and along the top and bottom of the DH.
	On-site effectiveness: A total of 1,730 feet of Priority 2 DH and 12 acres of Priority 3 SA was eliminated.  Since ample spoil was available to reclaim the DH to approximate original contour, it was the chosen method of reclamation.  This enabled the site to resemble pre-mining conditions while eliminating a significant safety hazard.  The facility was located less than 1,000 feet from the DH creating a significant safety hazard for visitors and limited the area that CenClear could use for its outdoor activities.  Prior to reclamation, CenClear had to eliminate access to a large portion of the property due to unsafe conditions and required camp operators to be more vigilant ensuring that visitors were not entering unsafe areas.  By eliminating the DH and adding one mile of designated trails, CenClear was able to utilize more of the property and expand the amount and type of outdoor activities offered.  The trails ran throughout the SA and along the top and bottom of the DH. The shear face of the DH had no protective barrier at the top or bottom, which created a significant safety risk to visitors.  The elimination of the DH created a safer environment and CenClear’s liability is now lower, even while offering extreme activities for visitors.

More visitors are now able to enjoy CenClear’s outdoor activities and events because the property has been expanded. Although, a significant hazard was eliminated, there is the possibility that emergency access to the site will be needed during an event and as a result of reclaiming the DH and SA the site is much more accessible for emergency responders.

Constructing the amphitheater into the backfill area, helped blend the amphitheater into the surrounding environment.  BAMR used a tiered design using a portion of the SA and planted grass on the amphitheater tiers reducing the need to construct any type of seating for the amphitheater which created a natural setting.  The tiers are large and accessible by all, including those maintaining the camp center lawns.  The tiers were also kept at a minimum height, so no safety hazard was created.

The 152-space parking lot was constructed in a field that was unused by the facility for most activities and originally designated as the staging area for construction but as construction neared completion, the area was transitioned into a parking lot for the facility.  A large amount of topsoil was removed to construct the base for the parking lot.  Under normal reclamation, this would have been stockpiled or spread throughout the site but BAMR staff realized this was not the best use of the material, and  were able to use the topsoil to cap the amphitheater tiers to establish a better vegetative growth on the tiers.  









	Benefits to the community: CenClear Child Services owns the property in the Project area and offers many events and outdoor activities to the community and allows public and private organizations to use the facilities.  During the planning stages, BAMR staff asked CenClear what their "shoot for the moon" expectations for the property would be.  CenClear never imagined that their response of "a safer and larger trail system, a parking area, and an amphitheater to expand their events throughout the year," were even a remote possibility.  CenClear made it very clear that they would be ecstatic if they could even get one of the wish list items as they had been searching for years to find grants that would allow them to construct even just one of their wish list items.  Utilizing the, at the time, relatively new AMLER Program, BAMR staff found a way to incorporate all of CenClear’s requests, while increasing the safety of the facility.

Following reclamation of the DH and SA, and the addition of an amphitheater, parking lot and multi-use recreational trails, CenClear was able to expand the services offered at the facility.  CenClear provides services to eight counties in central Pennsylvania and reaches a population of approximately 570,000 people.  They also market the facility to various community groups, including boy and girl scouts, youth groups, private employers, etc., for outdoor activities and team building activities.   By making the facility safer and more accessible, CenClear is able to host more events at the site each year.  However, with an increase in visitors, comes an increased risk of needing emergency response at the site.  Prior to the Project, it was difficult for emergency response teams to access certain areas of the facility due to the DH and SA but emergency access is now much easier.

The increased usage of the facility also increases the non-profit’s revenue, which enables CenClear to provide and expand their services to the area and they are planning to continue to increase their service area to adjacent counties by marketing the facility as a main contributor of community events.  Since the completion of the Project, they have been able to service an additional county, for a total of eight counties in Pennsylvania, and attribute a portion of this to the Project completed by BAMR at the Morgan Run Recreational Facility.  

A portion of the Project, often overlooked on DH reclamation projects, is the use of under drain.  These systems are typically daylighted to areas to direct any subsurface water off site.  Once buried, most people do not realize the work required to install and often do not use them for anything more significant than preventing ground saturation and directing subsurface water off site. However, CenClear decided to expand an onsite pond, through separate contract, and uses these drains as a feeder to the pond.  Pond expansion would not have been possible without these under drains. The pond has allowed CenClear to offer even more activities to visitors.
	Videos, Graphics, and Photography: Pre-Contruction Photos
https://files.dep.state.pa.us/Mining/Abandoned%20Mine%20Reclamation/AbandonedMinePortalFiles/OSMRE2023/Pre-Con/

During Construction Photos
https://files.dep.state.pa.us/Mining/Abandoned%20Mine%20Reclamation/AbandonedMinePortalFiles/OSMRE2023/During%20Con/

Post-Construction Photos
https://files.dep.state.pa.us/Mining/Abandoned%20Mine%20Reclamation/AbandonedMinePortalFiles/OSMRE2023/Post%20Con/

Videos
https://files.dep.state.pa.us/Mining/Abandoned%20Mine%20Reclamation/AbandonedMinePortalFiles/OSMRE2023/Videos/
	Difficulty of Achieving Reclamation Under Existing Conditions: CenClear offered many outdoor activities for users of the facility within the DH and SA but wanted to expand their activities, so many considerations were discussed.   After discussing BAMR’s original intent to reclaim the DH, it became evident that AMLER Program funding could be utilized to reclaim the area and allow CenClear to offer more activities.  It was determined that one mile of multi-use recreational trails, an amphitheater and a 152-space parking lot could be constructed using AMLER Program funding.

CenClear offered horseback and dirt bike riding throughout the existing facility and had trails that ran along the top and bottom of the DH as well as the SA.  In order to provide a safer trail system for visitors of the facility, BAMR staff found it imperative to eliminate the environmental safety concerns but using caution to not create new hazards.  The trail also needed to be useable for all activities offered by CenClear which was achieved and was even constructed in a manner that allows multiple activities to occur on the trail simultaneously.  The grading was also considered to allow disabled individuals the opportunity to experience the offered outdoor activities.  The new trail connects to the existing trail and to CenClear’s facility.

Using the SA to backfill the DH created the perfect opportunity to construct a multi-tiered amphitheater to meet CenClear’s goals of expanding opportunities at the facility.  By integrating the amphitheater into the backfill, it not only eliminated the DH but created a unique and useful space for the facility.  Typically, an amphitheater would be a type of bleacher system with a stage at the bottom, but this amphitheater was constructed by creating tiers while grading SA, providing for easier construction and easier maintenance once construction was complete.  Each tier was graded to step up and not create a safety hazard and has a base of eight feet allowing plenty of room for visitors to gather and walk without the risk of falling to the tier below, while also allowing people to walk from the inside should they need to exit the tier.  Because the tiers were designed with little height between each tier, disabled individuals can access the facility without any difficulty, while still allowing the stage area to be seen from all tiers.  The amphitheater has become the focal point for many events. 

The parking area was originally designed as a staging area for ongoing construction to avoid disturbing activities at the camp but was later constructed into a 152-space parking lot because it required the least amount of surface grading and was close enough to the camp center for visitors.  Bus drivers are able to use the area as a drop-off point, turnaround area, or for parking. Buses were previously unable to park on-site.  The parking lot is also used as a staging area for camp events.  





	Funding: Funding for the Project was provided by the 2018 AMLER Program.  Due to the economic value the property has in the community, this was the perfect fit for AMLER Program funding.  CenClear Child Services provides services in eight counties within central Pennsylvania.  The property is used for various day programs, public events and as a facility for many other youth and community programs.  CenClear realized the benefits of the AMLER Program and pursued acquiring AMLER Program funding to expand the facility. A few significant upgrades to the facility have been made since the Project was completed including the expansion of an onsite pond to provide more activities throughout the year.  

One of the biggest challenges CenClear faced with the property was its remote location without ample parking for buses and visitors.  By creating a large and stable parking area, CenClear is able to offer more events and buses and visitors are now able to park directly at the facility.  

BAMR staff were unsure if making CenClear’s dream of an amphitheater would come true, due to the lack of experience with designing such a structure.  During the design phase of the Project, it was realized that the DH and SA could be constructed in a way to provide a graded amphitheater, allowing for grant funds to be used in other means rather than purchasing construction materials for an amphitheater and CenClear can now offer visitors the joy of watching live performances. By designing the amphitheater into the grading plan, CenClear has minimal maintenance costs versus the maintenance cost of a more unnatural, bleacher type, setting. The area of disturbance was kept within the footprint of the DH and SA.  The amphitheater has now become the central focal point for all visitors and events.

The creation of safe, multi-use recreational trails allowed CenClear to expand the outdoor activities offered. CenClear now attracts more visitors to the facility which promotes their non-profit.  Without addressing the safety concerns related to the DH and SA, visitors may have chosen to stay away from certain activities or the facility itself due to the risks.

The project site is located in an Environmental Justice (EJ) area according to the Council on Environmental Quality’s (CEQ) Climate and Economic Justice Screening Tool.  EJ Tract Number 42033331000 is considered disadvantaged because it exceeds the burden thresholds for transportation barriers, above average energy costs, legacy pollution – AML, and low income. The Project will positively impact the disadvantaged community in accordance with the Justice40 Initiative by remediating and reducing AML legacy pollution.










	Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act:  Because CenClear offers events to the public within their eight-county service area, the Project work created public awareness to the AMLER Program and BAMR.  The DH condition is often overlooked because of how common a DH is in this area of Clearfield County but, once it is was removed, the community realized the concern that was present and understood the positive impact associated with removing the hazard, not only for the property but also for the community. Emergency access was previously an issue due to the remote area of the site but was further complicated by the DH and SA, with the inherent dangers associated, but emergency access was significantly improved as a result of the Project. While the parking lot may not be thought of as a contribution of the AMLER Program because it is not something uncommon, the amphitheater is a notable addition to the facility, it blends into the surrounding environment, and will be used extensively.  The amphitheater shows that reclamation can have a multi-faceted approach and was incorporated into resolving a dangerous situation while providing additional functionality to the facility. A majority of the DH reclamation projects completed in Pennsylvania are on private property and the property owner and their visitors benefit from reclamation.  In this case, the property was owned by a non-profit that offers services to an eight-county area and is used and viewed by thousands of Pennsylvania citizens.  CenClear also markets the facility to various other non-profit and community groups for team building and outdoor educational opportunities.  The site has a lot of exposure to the citizens of central Pennsylvania and CenClear is very proud to have partnered with PA-DEP BAMR to expand their facility.

The Project is located in an Environmental Justice (EJ) area according to the Council on Environmental Quality’s (CEQ) Climate and Economic Justice Screening Tool.  EJ Tract Number 42033331000 is considered disadvantaged because it exceeds the burden thresholds for transportation barriers, above average energy costs, legacy pollution – AML, and low income. The Project will positively impact the disadvantaged community in accordance with The Justice40 Initiative by remediating and reducing AML legacy pollution.

 A project provided funding through the AMLER Program, with a main goal of creating positive economic impacts to the property and surrounding community, can also include AML reclamation at the same time.  Due to the way the ideas of expansion of facility were incorporated into a somewhat typical reclamation plan, the non-profit and the community noticed a significant economic gain.  The Project took two separate, straightforward ideas, reclamation and economic development, and blended them together to create an impressive result that exemplifies the AMLER Program.



	Innovation of Current Technology: A Priority 2 DH was reclaimed using a Priority 3 SA by moving 77,319 cubic yards of material with large bulldozers and excavators.  Utilizing the AMLER Program funding, the Bureau of Abandoned Mine Reclamation (BAMR) was able to construct an 11,000 square foot amphitheater, 150-space parking lot and multi-use recreational trails.  The amphitheater was built into a portion of the existing SA to limit earthwork activities during reclamation.  This limited the disturbance footprint on the site while also allowing less material to be moved during the traditional backfill process.  The tiers for the amphitheater were graded into the backfill and capped with topsoil to improve vegetation on the site.  Due to the non-traditional backfill process, more precise surveying equipment was used to make sure each tier was constructed accurately.  The contractor also needed to make sure everything drained correctly and would not cause water to pond in the amphitheater’s stage area.

Aerial photography was done to view surface elevations rather than utilizing Lidar.  Aerial photography enabled BAMR to use the most current site layout as the facility significantly changed since the last Lidar was completed in the area.  The survey data helped eliminate any final grade issues, which saved BAMR costly construction changes which could have resulted if using poor elevation data.  It was imperative to ensure no costly construction changes or overruns were incurred as the 2018 AMLER Program funding was fully committed to other projects.

	Photo Acknowledgement: Yes


