Solar Working Group

MINUTES
July 9, 2008
10 AM – 12PM

DEP Rachel Carson Building, Harrisburg

2nd Floor Training Room
Solar Working Group Members Present:

· 
	· Amy Sturges
	(PLCM & PSATC)

	· Becky Campbell
	(PA DEP/PEDA)

	· Ben Junkin
	(PA Department of Agriculture, for Michael Pechart)

	· Beth Winters
	(PSBA)

	· Carmen LaRosa
	(PADEP/ OETD)

	· Dan Griffiths
	(PADEP/ OETD)

	· Denise Brinley
	(PADEP)

	· Elam Herr
	(PSATS)

	· Greg Skotnicki
	(PA Department of Revenue)

	· Jeanne Dworetzky
	(PADEP/PEDA)

	· Jeffrey Heishman
	(PSAB)

	· Joe Leighton
	(PA Solar)

	· John Quigley
	(DCNR)

	· Lance Simmens
	(Office of the Governor)

	· Mark Connolly
	(MSEIA)

	· Maureen Mulligan
	(Solar Alliance)

	· Robb Jetty
	 (UPC Solar)

	· Roger Clark
	(SDF/TRF)

	· Ron Celentano
	(MSEIA/SDF/CES)

	· Steve Wolf
	(PA Workforce Investment Board)

	· Sue LeGros
	(Solar Alliance)

	· Tim O'Brien
	(Plextronics)


Others Present:
	· Bridget Connolly
	(SDF)

	· Peter Alayankian 
	(Epuron/Media Borough)

	· Zach Asheman
	(CCAP)
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Welcome and Introductions:

Dan Griffiths welcomed all attendees.
Administrative Matters:

Dan Griffiths suggested October 2, 2008 as a tentative meeting date.  Becky Campbell will check for room availability.  
Roger Clark would like to allow extra time for meetings if necessary.  PADEP agreed to reserve rooms until at least 1PM to allow for extra meeting time if needed.
Jeanne Dworetzky gave a brief overview of Special Session House Bill 1 updates.  Under the Bill, $100 million will be available for solar projects for consumers and small for-profit businesses with fewer than 100 employees.  This program will be administered within PADEP.  Also, $80 million will be available for larger scale solar projects.  The Commonwealth Finance Committee in DCED will administer these awards.  Applicant eligibility for this funding has been very broadly defined which will permit a lot of flexibility in determining program requirements.  PADEP will also be administering an energy efficiency program funded through this Bill.  This program will be pay-as-you-go.  Applications for these programs will not be available for at least several months.  Greg Skotnicki clarified that these awards will be federally taxable, but further clarification with the Department of Revenue will be necessary to determine taxability at the state level.

Presentations:

Mark Connolly gave a brief presentation of the base camp tool.  The tool will be available for Solar Working Group members.  Mark demonstrated how members could log into the site and navigate through different processes.  All Working Group Members will be registered prior to the next meeting and provided with a user name and password through email notification.
Lance Simmens and Elam Herr provided a discussion of the development of the model wind ordinance.  The model wind ordinance was created to address large wind turbines, but not residential-scale projects.  Even though wind projects tend to face significant public outcry, the model ordinance seemed to be fairly successful.  The gentlemen do not anticipate the same type of environmental opposition while working with solar projects.   A model solar ordinance will be necessary to address both large and small-scale projects.  Elam suggested including someone to represent building code concerns in the solar working group.  Working group members from the solar industry indicated that structural integrity is rarely an issue with solar installations.  Elam still strongly suggests addressing the issue so as to avoid any public misperceptions.  Representatives from the solar industry agreed to prepare a list of possible structural issues with solar projects.
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Discussion:
Dan Griffiths lead a discussion on solar issues to consider as the group prepares a model wind ordinance.  Using the model wind ordinance
 issues document as a reference, the group brainstormed topics on a white board.  The complete list of model solar ordinance issues is attached.
Lance Simmens closed the meeting by suggesting that the group move forward and make August a “working” meeting.  Lance will become Chair of the Solar Working Group.  Tom Tuffey will be Co-Chair of the group.  Lance and Tom will try to prepare a strawman for the August meeting.  The group will use the strawman as a starting point for the August 7 meeting.
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Upcoming Meetings:
August 7, 2008 10AM-12PM: 2nd floor auditorium, Rachel Carson Building
September 4, 2008 10AM-12PM: 2nd floor auditorium, Rachel Carson Building
October 2, 2008 10AM-12PM: Room 105, Rachel Carson Building
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Action Items:

· 
· 
· Educational materials on local ordinances and requirements for solar installers will be added to the list of products.

· Financing will be added as item VI on the PA Solar Deployment Program and Issues document.
· 
· Dan Griffiths will contact electric utilities to see if any have an interest in participating.
· Lance and Tom Tuffey will prepare a model solar ordinance strawman for the August 7, 2008 meeting.
· 


