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Utilizing Existing Land Use Policies

(Transportation & Land Use Subcommittee Work Plan #8)
Strategy Name:  Utilizing Existing Land Use Policies 
Lead Staff Contact:
Nathan Willcox, PennEnvironment  (215) 732-5897
Summary:   This initiative recommends the continued adoption and acceleration of land-use policies, separate from transportation-focused land-use policies, that follow more sustainable “smart growth” principles.  Such policies will help to protect existing open spaces, wooded spaces and farmland, which will in turn act as carbon sinks. The Keystone Principles & Criteria for Growth, Investment & Resource Conservation adopted by the Economic Development Cabinet in 2005, provide clear guidelines by which the state should be encouraging smart growth practices that will help to protect PA open and wooded spaces and farmland:


1. Redevelop First


2. Provide Efficient Infrastructure


3. Concentrate Development


4. Increase Job Opportunities


5. Foster Sustainable Businesses

6. Restore and Enhance the Environment


7. Enhance Recreational & Heritage Resources

8. Expand Housing Opportunities


9. Plan Regionally; Implement Locally

10. Be Fair
While all of these principles have value, seven of the principles (highlighted in bold) are noted as having direct impacts on greenhouse gas emissions, and should therefore be key pieces of any climate action plan.  

Other Agencies Involved:   PennDOT, DEP, DCNR, DCED, CFA, Pennvest, Metropolitan and Rural Planning Organizations, local governments.  
Possible New Measures:
One of the most important things the Commonwealth can do to cut greenhouse gas emissions is to ensure these principles are incorporated into any and all investment decisions by the Commonwealth and its agencies when making grants or loans to public or private projects using agency funds:
I. Principle #1: Redevelop First: Give funding preference to reuse/ redevelopment of “brownfield” and previously developed sites in urban, suburban, and rural communities for economic activity that creates jobs, housing, mixed use development, and recreational assets; support rehabilitation of historic buildings and historic and distressed neighborhoods for compatible contemporary uses.  
II. Principle #2: Provide Efficient Infrastructure: Use and improve existing 
infrastructure; make investments that use context-sensitive design to improve existing developed areas and attract residents and visitors; provide public water and sewer service for dense development in designated growth areas; require private and public service expansions to use Best Management Practices (BMPs) and be consistent with regional and local comprehensive plans and ordinances.
III. Principle #3: Concentrate Development: Support infill and “greenfield” development that is compact, conserves agricultural land, and is integrated with existing or planned transportation, water and sewer services, and schools; create  well-designed developments and walkable, bikeable neighborhoods that offer healthy lifestyle opportunities for residents; recognize the importance of projects with measurable impacts and are deemed “most-ready” to move to completion.
IV. Principle #5: Foster Sustainable Businesses: Support economic development that increases knowledge-based employment or builds on existing industry clusters; strengthen businesses and innovative industries that use sustainable practices in energy production and use, agriculture, forestry, fisheries, recreation and tourism; construct and promote green buildings and infrastructure that minimize consumption of water, energy and materials to reduce foreign energy dependence and address climate change; and increase our supply of renewable energy.
V. Principle #6: Restore and Enhance the Environment: Promote development that respects and enhances the state’s natural lands, resources and air quality; maintain and expand our land, air and water protection and conservation programs; conserve and restore environmentally sensitive lands and natural areas for ecological health, biodiversity and wildlife habitat.
VI. Principle #7: Enhance Recreational & Heritage Resources: Maintain and

improve recreational and heritage assets and infrastructure, e.g. parks & forests, greenways & trails, historic sites & resources, fishing and boating areas and game lands offering recreational and cultural opportunities to residents and visitors.
VII. Principle #9: Plan Regionally; Implement Locally: Support multi-municipal, county and local government planning that has broad public input and support and is consistent with principles; provide education, training, technical assistance, and funding for such planning and infrastructure, economic development, housing, mixed use and conservation projects that implement such plans. 
Together, implementation of these principles will help to protect green spaces and wooded areas that serve as carbon sinks, encourage efficient transit, stem increasing vehicle miles traveled (VMT) rates, and promote the types of sustainable and clean energy industries that are critical to cutting greenhouse gas emissions while also growing Pennsylvania’s economy.
Projected GHG Reduction:

To be determined.
Cost to Regulated Entities: 

If any, to be determined.     

Cost to State: 

Potential for cost savings as limited transportation and other infrastructure costs are minimized by focusing on more compact areas where maximum benefits can be realized.
Other Potential Benefits and Disbenefits:
Additional potential benefits of expanding smart growth initiatives include: 

· Enhanced mobility for citizens and visitors. 

· Congestion reduction. 

· Urban redevelopment
· Financial stabilization of declining towns and cities

· Increased tourism revenue to revitalized communities and preserved natural areas

· Increased density reduces infrastructure costs for related services such as water and sewer lines.  The capital and ongoing costs for roadways serving denser development also tend to be lower.

· Retain urban professionals attracted to smart growth communities

· Reduced infrastructure costs

Ease of Implementation

While there are many trends working against smart growth initiatives, the state’s embracing of these core principles in decision-making as described above seems like a modest first steps that could help to reap significant benefits.
Implementation Steps

To be determined.  
Potential Interrelationships with Other GHG Reduction Measures:
· Significant overlap with work plan for land use covering new policies and regulations.
· Significant overlap with both work plans dealing with land use with a transportation focus.
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