State Government


High Performance Pennsylvania Buildings

Work Plan for Potential GHG Reduction Measure

Lead Staff Contact:   GGGC - Maureen Guttman, AIA   717.772.8946
Summary: All Commonwealth owned or funded construction projects must meet a performance level equivalent to a minimum of LEED Silver plus an Energy Star rating of 85. (See HB 45, SB 672)

Other Involved Agencies:
DGS, DCED
Possible New Measure(s):  No LEED or equivalent high-performance building standard requirements exist.  The Dept. of Education offers additional reimbursement for school construction projects meeting LEED or Green Globe standards.  Several current legislative proposals based on this objective are being considered.  
Potential GHG Reduction: All new state-funded construction would consume at least 25% less energy (approximately 25% less GHG emissions) than current building projects.
Economic Cost:  None, but may result in fewer capital projects being realized due to slightly increased capital costs.  If long-term operating and maintenance budgets can be borrowed from, overall cost impact should be negligible.
Implementation Steps:

· Support legislative proposals, with possible amendments to achieve greater savings. Examples, special session House Bill 4 of 2008
· Determine high-performance rating system to be used (LEED, Green Globes, other).

· Modify DGS Architect/Engineer RFP/contract to require a higher standard of competency for design professionals performing state-funded design work.

· Secure an agreement with developer of rating system (i.e. USGBC) for acceptance of portfolio standards for the state, reducing costs to register, certify and commission the projects.
Potential Overlap:

· Department of General Services, Benchmarking State Buildings, Other Commonwealth Government reduction initiatives
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