
Strategy Name: PA Encourages Commissioning and Retro-commissioning
Lead Staff Contact:  Valerie Hearn, Business Development Specialist, Green Building Alliance, Pittsburgh, PA; 412.431.0709 or valerieh@gbapgh.org 
Summary:  Promote the common practice of performing commissioning and retro-commissioning processes on newly constructed, renovated, and existing buildings for the purpose of ensuring optimal performance of building systems.
Other Involved Agencies:  ASHRAE; Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED®) Certification; BOMA; IFMA; EPA
Possible New Measure(s):  Promote the common practice of performing commissioning processes on newly constructed and/or renovated buildings for the purpose of ensuring optimal performance of building systems.
Building project teams are currently familiar with ASHRAE standards which cite building commissioning as good practice. (Guideline 0-2005)
Potential GHG Reduction:   Unknown at this time; can be determined from identifying problem areas in MEP systems, appropriately addressing them, and reducing energy use.
Economic Cost:  In an effort to deter costs associated with such activities, the state could subsidize those costs or provide tax incentives.
Implementation Steps:  This program may be implemented through stricter municipal/state building codes.  Certain tax incentives and/or credits may also be assigned to assist in full implementation.  
Several mainstream certification standards also promote the practice of performing building commissioning making the activity seem more attractive.

An example of such a program is the California Governor’s Green building Executive Order and AB 32 which calls for all California state buildings greater than 50,000 sq. ft. be retro-commissioned by June 30, 2013 and re-commissioned every five years.  Nearly 25 RCx are at or near completion.  The energy efficiency measures implemented through this program to date have a verified electricity savings of approximately 10%.  Projected electricity savings for measures yet to be implemented is approximately 15%.  Projected natural gas savings is 16%.
Potential Overlap:  
· PASSHE Energy Consumption Reduction
· Benchmarking all Commonwealth Buildings by 2010; meet Energy Star 75 rating by 2020
· High Performance Pennsylvania Building Standards 

· High Performance Building Standards for Existing Commonwealth of PA Buildings
· High Performance Building Construction Tax Credits  
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