
Strategy Name: PA values embodied energy in building materials, including historic structures 
Lead Staff Contact:  Valerie Hearn, Business Development Specialist, Green Building Alliance, Pittsburgh, PA; 412.431.0709 or valerieh@gbapgh.org 
Summary:  Promotion of the use of regionally sourced and manufactured building products as well as historic/existing structures.
Other Involved Agencies: Department of Community and Economic Development, Small Business Administration, Local/Regional Economic Development Companies, Pennsylvania Technical Assistance Program, Industrial Resource Centers, Department of General Services COSTAR, PA Historic and Museum Commission, County Historic Societies, PA Historic Landmark Foundation, Young Preservationists of Pittsburgh/PA
Possible New Measure(s):  Promotion of the use of regionally sourced and manufactured building products as well as historic/existing structures.
The notion of supporting regional communities and economies is becoming widespread in “buy-local” campaigns.  Included in that notion is the procurement of building product materials within one’s own region.  This practice supports local businesses and manufacturers by strengthening demand for local industries instead of relying on shipping from other regions.  The buy-local ideology can also reduce the amount of embodied energy in building materials by reducing the distance of travel for those materials.  Locally sourced building materials are also a major component of the Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED®) Rating System.  

Included with the concept of embodied energy is the practice of reusing existing structures such as historic buildings.  By repurposing buildings, builders are reducing GHG and embodied energy by reducing new infrastructure; reducing landfill waste; and the use of many new building materials typically consumed in the new construction of a building.

Many State and Municipal governments are already promoting the practice of utilizing regional materials within public buildings through legislation.  
Potential GHG Reduction:   Unknown at this time; can be determined from shipping emission reductions and the reduced amount of daily commuters due to urban density.
Economic Cost:  The economic cost of such a program would be easily obtainable through past and present purchasing orders/shipping orders related to the building industry.  The great economic impact would be more obvious in the amount of revenue earned through regional sales by Pennsylvania manufacturers. A cost may also be associated with a PA preferred product label/database to be administered by staff.
Implementation Steps:  Implementation of this program includes State and Municipal legislation such as that outlined above.  Certain tax credits may also be structured and applied to building projects which strive to utilize regionally sourced materials and historic/existing structures.  
Potential Overlap:  
· Building Performance Labels that Reflect Actual Utility Usage

· High Performance Pennsylvania Building Standards

· High Performance Building Standards for Existing Commonwealth of Pa Buildings
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