DRAFT

Climate Change Advisory Committee
Webinar/Conference Call Meeting Minutes

July 13, 2009

2:00 pm – 3:30 pm

The following committee members were present for the call:

Bob Barkanic, Laureen Boles, Terry Bossert,  Dave Cannon, George Ellis, Fred Harnack, Sarah Hetznecker,  Jan Jarrett, Paul Opiyo, John Quigley, Ron Ramsey, Ron Ramsey, Jim Elliott (for Al Magnotta).
Participating DEP staff included:

Joe Sherrick, Kim Hoover, Dan Griffiths.
Opening Remarks:

Joe Sherrick welcomed everyone and provided an overview of the agenda for the call. 
Presentation of Microeconomic (Work Plan) Analyses:

Randy Strait with Center for Climate Strategies presented the following:  
· Revised draft cumulative GHG impacts associated with work plans by sector; 
· Reductions associated with recent state and federal actions; 
· Revised draft GHG emission reductions on both consumption and production basis; 
· Revisions to overlap analysis; 
· Rankings of work plans by cost; 
· Rankings of work plans by GHG reduction potentials; 
· Cost curves by sector

The PowerPoint slides contained details of the topics reviewed with the committee.  Specific comments and/and or questions raised included the following:
· Mr. Ellis asked if Electricity data includes price suppression.  Mr. Strait replied it does not for the slide showing cumulative impacts of the work plans because recent actions are not included in the analyses.
· Mr. Elliott asked what the basis is for increase in business-as-usual emissions from 2005 to 2010. Inventory and forecast is attached showing production based and consumption based data for Pennsylvania.
· Mr. Barkanic asked what reductions in 2020 are required for PA in the Markey-Waxman bill.  DEP will follow up with an explanation of the recent federal House legislation.
Presentation of Macroeconomic Impact Model Overview:

Adam Rose with University of Southern California presented an overview of the REMI model and the modeling of potential climate change mitigation and sequestration options for Pennsylvania.  The scope of the project includes REMI analysis for the entire state’s economy.  There is forecasting ability within the model.  Timetable for this project concludes with the draft report targeted for August 31.  The PowerPoint slides contain details of the topics reviewed with the committee.

· Mr. Ellis asked if the output and demand function of REMI includes baseline data.  Mr. Rose said yes, 2007 is baseline year data available for modeling

· Mr. Barkanic asked what the output would look like.  Mr. Rose said the final results will detail the effects on prices, economics, and how sectors are affected.  A follow-up question was will it provide optimization of option.  Mr. Rose explained no, but that can be done relatively easily based on output data.  Inputs to the model are the microeconomic outputs.
Voting Procedures for July 17 meeting:

Mr. Sherrick explained the voting would occur by subcommittee and by work plan.  Each work plan will be introduced followed by discussion from the committee.  DEP will record any specific comments and the vote from each committee member.  The committee has the option to write a minority report which would be the responsibility of the committee.
· Mr. Ellis had a complaint about the public comment period at the end of the last meeting.  Mr. Bossert asked DEP to consider putting the public comments at the beginning of the meeting.  DEP has moved the public comment period to the time slot before lunch to be consistent with previous meetings.

· Mr. Griffiths said there needs to be back-up dates for continuation of the meeting. 

· Mr. Bossert asked if the public could be encouraged to comment directly to DEP.  Mr. Sherrick said yes.

· Mr. Ellis asked if the subcommittee qualifiers would be part of the public record.  Mr. Cannon asked what the committee would be voting for—consensus or 100% support.  Mr. Sherrick explained that the vote, with qualifiers, is to recommend the work plan be moved forward to the Legislature, Governor’s Office and DEP; the vote is not an endorsement of every word and line written in the work plan.  
· Mr. Barkanic suggested the same language explaining the vote be put into the Action Plan.

Adjournment:
The call was adjourned at 3:40 P.M.
PAGE  
1

