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Introduction 
Westmoreland Sanitary Landfill (WSL) is currently utilizing a mobile CNG fueling station at the 
facility to fill up waste hauling vehicles owned and operated by WSL.  The CNG mobile unit 
began operation in May 2020.  The system will be utilized on a temporary basis until a 
permanent CNG station is permitted and constructed on an adjacent property of the landfill under 
a separate entity.  The mobile CNG unit utilizes purchased natural gas from Peoples and converts 
the purchased natural gas into a usable CNG product.  The following sections present a 
description of the mobile equipment, estimated emission from operation of the equipment, and a 
summary of applicability under RFD Exemption 33. 

CNG Mobile Fueling Station 
The CNG mobile fueling station is located just south of the existing gas plant at the WSL facility 
within the permitted facility boundary as shown on the Site Layout (Fig-1) included with this 
narrative.  The mobile fueling trailer, model IMW50, was provided by IMW Industries, a 
subsidiary of Clean Energy Fuels Corp.  The IMW50 trailer utilizes purchased natural gas from 
Peoples Gas company.  The WSL facility previously installed two pipelines from the gas plant to 
a connection to Peoples along the northwestern limits of the facility.  An 8-inch pipeline was 
installed to transmit processed landfill gas from the gas plant to Peoples and a 6-inch pipeline 
was installed to transmit purchased natural gas from Peoples to the WSL facility.  The 6-inch 
natural gas line is connected to the Peoples natural gas line upstream of the 8-inch landfill gas 
line.  A temporary 3-inch line was installed to route purchased natural gas from the 6-inch line to 
the mobile CNG unit.  The location of the CNG unit, the 8-inch landfill gas line, the 6-in natural 
gas line and the 3-inch temporary natural gas line which provides natural gas to the CNG unit are 
all shown on the Plan View drawing (Fig-2) included in Attachment 1 with this Narrative. 

The IMW50 fueling station is a fully enclosed trailer that includes a CNG compressor, 
compressed air storage bottles, a CNG recirculation tank and dispensing system, making it a 
fully operable mobile unit.  A product sheet from the manufacturer is included as Attachment 2 
with this Narrative. 

The mobile fueling station is being used on a temporary basis until a longer-term CNG facility is 
permitted and constructed.  The longer-term facility is being proposed on a property adjacent to 
the landfill under a separate entity.  Currently, the project is working towards obtaining local 
permits and an NPDES permit.  Air permitting will be pursued in the near future, prior to 
construction.  It is currently estimated the temporary mobile unit will be utilized through Fall 
2022. 

Air Emissions Estimates 
As described throughout this Narrative, the CNG station is a mobile and enclosed system.  The 
equipment within the enclosed system includes an electric compressor and a recirculation tank.  
The recirculation tank is used to capture any CNG within the fueling lines after a truck is fueled 
and recirculate it to minimize waste and emissions.  A set of calculations has been prepared to 
estimate potential emission from the mobile CNG filling operations and is included as 
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Attachment 3 with this Narrative. 

The following conservative assumptions were utilized in the calculations. 

 Total CNG Trucks Owned / Operated by WSL: 30 to 40 Trucks 
 Total Truck Refueling Events Per Day: 2 Refueling Events 
 Average Fuel Per Refueling Event: 9 Gasoline Gallon Equivalent (GGE) 

Therefore, each day the maximum fuel to dispensed through the mobile CNG unit on a given 
operating day is approximately (40 trucks x 2 events x 9 GGE) 720-GGE or 91,200 SCF.  
Utilizing these conservative assumptions, the estimated potential emissions for from the mobile 
CNG unit are as follows. 

From the Fugitive Emission Calculation included in Attachment 3, the following potential 
emissions could be expected from fueling operations: 

Methane and Ethane = 1.89-tons/year
VOC’s = 0.0051-tons/year 
Nitrogen = 0.0095-tons/year
Carbon Dioxide = 0.0057-tons/year
Hydrogen = 0.0004-tons/year

Exemption Criteria 
WSL is requesting the CNG mobile fueling station be exempt from Plan Approval Requirements 
under Exemption 33.b – Compressed Natural Gas Dispensing Facilities as follows. 

33. b. Compressed natural gas dispensing facilities meeting the following requirements. 

i. Combined NOx emissions from the stationary internal combustion engines at a facility less 
than 100 lbs/hr, 1000 lbs/day, 2.75 tons per ozone season (the period beginning May 1 of 
each year and ending on September 30 of the same year) and 6.6 tons per year on a 12-
month rolling basis. The emissions criteria do not include emissions from sources which 
are approved by the Department in plan approvals, general plan approval/general 
operating permits or emissions from sources at the facility approved under Category No. 
33a. 

As described throughout this Narrative and the information presented in the 
Attachments, the mobile CNG fueling station is an enclosed system that utilizes 
electric power compressors and pumps.  No internal combustion engines are utilized 
with this system. 

ii. Combined VOC emissions from all the sources at the facility less than 2.7 tons on a 12-
month rolling basis. If the VOCs include HAPs, the HAP exemption criteria in this 
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paragraph must be met. Compliance with this criterion will be determined using any 
generally accepted model or calculation methodology. Combined HAP emissions [not 
including Polychlorinated Biphenyls (PCBs), Chromium (Cr), Mercury (Hg), Lead (Pb), 
Polycyclic Organic Matter (POM), Dioxins and Furans] at the facility less than 1000 lbs. 
of a single HAP or one ton of a combination of HAPs in any consecutive 12-month period. 
The emissions criteria do not include emissions from sources which are approved by the 
Department in plan approvals, general plan approval/general operating permits, or 
emissions from sources approved under Category No. 33a. at the facility. 

As described throughout this Narrative and the information presented in the 
Attachments, the mobile CNG fueling station is an enclosed system that utilizes 
electric power compressors and pumps.  A set of conservative calculations were 
prepared and are included in Attachment 3 to estimate potential fugitive and 
refueling emissions.   

From the Fugitive Emission Calculation included in Attachment 3, the following 
potential emissions could be expected from fueling operations: 

Methane and Ethane = 1.89-tons/year 
VOC’s = 0.0051-tons/year 
Nitrogen = 0.0095-tons/year 
Carbon Dioxide = 0.0057-tons/year 
Hydrogen = 0.0004-tons/year 

iii. The owner or operator of the compressed natural gas fueling station will annually perform 
a leak detection and repair (LDAR) program that includes either the use of an optical gas 
imaging camera such as a FLIR camera or a gas leak detector capable of reading methane 
concentrations in air of 0% to 5% with an accuracy of +/- 0.2% or other leak detection 
monitoring devices approved by the Department. The LDAR program will be conducted 
on valves, flanges, connectors, storage vessels/storage tanks, and compressor seals in 
natural gas or hydrocarbon liquids service. Leaks are to be repaired no later than 15 days 
after leak detections unless facility shutdowns or ordering of replacement parts are 
necessary for repair of the leaks. For the storage vessel, any leak detection and repair are 
to be performed in accordance with 40 CFR Part 60, Subpart OOOO. 

A. A leak is considered repaired if one of the following can be demonstrated. 

1.No detectable emissions consistent with Method 21 specified in 40 CFR 
Part 60, Appendix A; 

2.A concentration of 2.5% methane or less using a gas leak detector; 

3.No visible leak image when using an optical gas imaging camera; 

4.No bubbling at leak interface using a soap solution bubble test specified in 
Method 21. A procedure based on the formation of bubbles in a soap 
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solution that is sprayed on a potential leak source may be used for those 
sources that do not have continuously moving parts and that do not have a 
surface temperature greater than the boiling point or less than the freezing 
point of the soap solution; or 

5.Any other method approved by the Department. 

B. Leaks, repair methods and repair delays are to be recorded and those records 
should be maintained for five years. If a gas leak detector is used, a leak is to be 
detected by placing the probe inlet at the surface of a component. The Department 
may grant an extension for leak detection deadlines or repairs upon written request 
from the owner or operator of the facility documenting the justification for the 
requested extension. 

A leak detection and repair (LDAR) program will be performed annually at the 
facility as outlined under Exemption 33.b, Requirement iii.  Records will be 
maintained onsite for a minimum of 5-years and will be made available upon 
request.  
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OBJECTIVE A mobile fueling station is being used on a temporary basis until a longer-term CNG 

facility is permitted and constructed.  The temporary CNG station is a mobile and 

enclosed system.  The equipment within the enclosed system includes an electric 

compressor and an electric recirculation tank.  The recirculation tank is used to capture 

any CNG within the fueling lines after a truck is fueled and recirculate it to minimize 

waste and emissions.  Potential emissions from the CNG filling are needed to be 

estimated for the response to PADEP comments for the Request for Determination 

(RFD) that was originally submitted on January 15, 2021. 

ASSUMPTIONS/ 
REFERENCES 

1.  Total CNG Trucks Owned / Operated by WSL: 30 to 40 Trucks  

2.  Total Truck Refueling Events Per Day: 2 Refueling Events. 

3.  Average Fuel Per Refueling Event: 9 Gasoline Gallon Equivalent (GGE). 

4.  1-GGE of CNG is equal to 5.66-lbs (Reference: Wikipedia) 

5.  Methane and Ethane comprise approximately 98.9% of the CNG, VOC’s comprise 

0.27% of the CNG and the remaining percentage of CNG consists of Nitrogen (0.5%), 

Carbon Dioxide (0.3%), Oxygen (0.01%) and Hydrogen (0.02%).  (Reference: Enbridge 

Gas – western Canada, U.S. and Ontario gas producers) 

6.  From a white paper from the International Council on Clean Transportation (ICCT), 

dated July 2015, an estimate of the fueling station methane losses from leakage and 

venting is approximately 0.30%.   

7.  Parameters associated with the gas interception equation will be estimated 

based on standard industry practice where site-specific data is not available. 

CALCULATIONS 1.  Maximum CNG fuel dispensed per year is calculated as follows: 

40 trucks x 2 refueling events/day x 9 GGE/ refueling event = 720-GGE/day 

312-operating days/year x 720-GGE = 224,640-GGE/year 

2.  Maximum CNG fuel leaked/vented per year is calculated as follows: 

224,640-GGE/year x 0.30% leaking/venting potential = 673.92-GGE/year 
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673.92-GGE/year x 5.66-lbs/GGE = 3,814.39-lbs/year

3. Quantity of CNG components potentially leaked/vented per year: 

Methane and ethane = 98.9% of CNG; 

3,814.39-lbs/year x 98.9% = 3,772.43-lbs/year = 1.89-tons/year methane/ethane

VOC’s = 0.27% of CNG; 

3,814.39-lbs/year x 0.27% = 10.30-lbs/year = 0.0051-tons/year VOC’s

Nitrogen = 0.5% of CNG; 

3,814.39-lbs/year x 0.5% = 19.07-lbs/year = 0.0095-tons/year Nitrogen

Carbon Dioxide = 0.3% of CNG; 

3,814.39-lbs/year x 0.3% = 11.44-lbs/year = 0.0057-tons/year Carbon Dioxide

Hydrogen = 0.02% of CNG; 

3,814.39-lbs/year x 0.02% = 0.76-lbs/year = 0.0004-tons/year Hydrogen

SUMMARY/ 
CONCLUSION

Potential emissions from the CNG filling were estimated for the response to PADEP 

comments for the Request for Determination (RFD) that was originally submitted on 

January 15, 2021.  From the above calculations, the following potential emissions from 

the filling of CNG into hauling trucks were calculated and are summarized below: 

Methane and Ethane = 1.89-tons/year

VOC’s = 0.0051-tons/year 

Nitrogen = 0.0095-tons/year

Carbon Dioxide = 0.0057-tons/year

Hydrogen = 0.0004-tons/year
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