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  Division of Environmental Services
      Resource Extraction Section

595 E Rolling Ridge Dr.
Bellefonte, PA 16823

                                                                                                                

May 21, 2021
IN REPLY REFER TO
SIR# 54303

Tetra Tech
Kelsey Stoneberg
301 Ellicott Street
Buffalo, New York 14203

RE: Species Impact Review (SIR) – Rare, Candidate, Threatened and Endangered Species
PNDI Search No. 728453_1
0290 Alt 4 Centerline HDD PPP
CHESTER County: Upper Uwchlan Township

Dear Kelsey Stoneberg:

This responds to your updated inquiry about a Pennsylvania Natural Diversity Inventory (PNDI) 
Internet Database search “potential conflict” or a threatened and endangered species impact review.  Y

Northern Red-bellied Cooter (Pseudemys rubriventris, PA threatened)

            Based on your updated submission, the species of concern was observed in vicinity of the project.  
Therefore, the project site may contain accessible potential nesting habitat for the Northern Red-bellied 
Cooter.  As a result, you proposed the following measures:

“As a result of this observation, as an additional safety measure, SPLP will be installing exclusion fencing 
along the pond side of the limits of disturbance, to prevent red-bellied turtles from entering the Project 
area. The Project area and vicinity would be thoroughly inspected for any red-bellied turtles prior to 
exclusion fence installation. 

The exclusion fence installation would be installed under the direction and specification of a 
certified red-bellied or bog turtle scientific collector permit holder. For Project actions occurring in 
this area between April 15 and October 1 [October 15], the exclusion barrier, limits of disturbance, and 
general vicinity will be inspected regularly for the presence of red-bellied turtles by certified red-bellied 
or bog turtle scientific collector permit holders.”

Additionally, we recommend if any species of concern are found on-site, the herpetologist is to move the 
animal no farther than necessary out of the immediate project area into the nearest aquatic habitat. Upon 
completion of the survey work, the herpetologist is to forward a report showing the surveyor’s results to 
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this office for our review and comment. Reports should include photographs and maps of appropriate 
suitable habitat. Threatened and endangered species observed in the survey should be photographed, aged, 
sexed, measured as to their size, and areas they were observed/captured should be mapped accordingly. 
Additionally, the PFBC must be contacted within 48 hours of the find. The surveyor should also report 
other herpetofauna seen while conducting the surveys. 
            
            If the potential habitat areas can be fenced as recommended; the window is adjusted to 
October 15; and provided that best management practices are employed and strict erosion and 
sedimentation measures are maintained, we do not foresee any adverse impacts to Northern Red-
bellied Cooter from the proposed project.

This response represents the most up-to-date summary of the PNDI data and our files and is valid 
for two (2) years from the date of this letter.  An absence of recorded species information does not 
necessarily imply species absence.  Our data files and the PNDI system are continuously being updated 
with species occurrence information.  Should project plans change or additional information on listed or 
proposed species become available, this determination may be reconsidered, and consultation shall be re-
initiated.

If you have any questions regarding this review, please contact Gregory Lech at 814-470-6776 
and refer to the SIR # 54303.  Thank you for your cooperation and attention to this important matter of 
species conservation and habitat protection.

Sincerely,

Gregory Lech
Resource Extraction Section

GPL/dn




