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NOTES

TABLE 11.3

Plant Tolerances of Soil Limitation Factors

Species Growth
Habit1

Tolerates Minimum Seed Specifications3

Wet
Soil

Dry
Site

Low
Fertility

Acid Soil
(Ph 5-5.5)2

Purity
(%)

Ready
Germ

(%)

Hard
Seed
(%)

Total
Germ

(%)
Seeds/lb
(1,000s)

Deertongue
Weeping lovegrass

bunch
bunch

yes
no

yes
yes

yes
yes

yes
yes

95
97

75
75

75
75

250
1,500

Switchgrass4
Big bluestem

bunch
bunch

yes
no

yes
yes

yes
yes

yes
yes

(60 PLS)
(60 PLS)

390
150

Cool-Season Grasses
Tall Fescue
Redtop

bunch
sod

yes
yes

no
yes

yes
yes

no
yes

95
92

80
80

80
80

227
5,000

Fine fescues
Perennial ryegrass

sod
bunch

no
yes

no
no

yes
no

no
no

95
95

80
85

80
85

400
227

Annual ryegrass
Kentucky bluegrass

bunch
sod

yes
no

no
no

yes
no

no
no

95
85

85
75

85
75

227
2,200

Reed canarygrass
Orchardgrass

sod
bunch

yes
yes

yes
yes

yes
yes

no
yes

95
95

70
80

70
80

520
654

Timothy
Smooth bromegrass

bunch
sod

yes
no

no
yes

yes
yes

yes
no

95
95

80
80

80
80

1,230
136

Legumes5

Crownvetch
Birdsfoot trefoil6

sod
bunch

no
yes

yes
no

yes
yes

no
yes

98
98

40
60

30
20

65
80

120
400

Flatpea
Serecia lespedeza

sod
bunch

no
no

no
yes

yes
yes

yes
yes

98
98

55
60

20
20

75
80

10
335

Cereals
Winter wheat
Winter rye

bunch
bunch

no
no

no
no

no
yes

no
yes

98
98

85
85

85
85

15
18

Spring oats
Sundangrass

bunch
bunch

no
no

no
yes

no
no

no
no

98
98

85
85

85
85

13
55

Japanese millet bunch yes no yes yes 98 80 80 155

TABLE 11.4

Recommended Seed Mixtures

Mixture
Number Species

Seeding Rate-Pure Live Seed1

Most Sites Adverse Sites

1 2
Spring oats (spring), or
Annual ryegrass (spring or fall), or
Winter Wheat (fall), or
Winter rye (fall)

64
10
90
56

96
15

120
112

2 3

Tall fescue, or
Fine fescue, or
Kentucky bluegrass, plus
Redtop4, or
Perennial ryegrass

60
35
25
3

15

75
40
30
3

20

3 Birdsfoot trefoil, plus
Tall fescue

6
30

10
35

4 Birdsfoot trefoil, plus
Reed canarygrass

6
10

10
15

8
Flatpea, plus
Tall fescue, plus
Perennial ryegrass

20
20
20

30
30
25

9 6
Serecia lespedeza, plus
Tall fescue, plus
Redtop4

10
20
3

20
25
3

10 Tall fescue, plus
Fine fescue

40
10

60
15

11 Deertongue, plus
Birdsfoot trefoil

15
6

20
10

12 7
Switchgrass, or
big Bluestem, plus
Birdsfoot trefoil

15
15
6

20
20
10

13
Orchardgrass, plus
Smooth bromegrass, plus
Birdsfoot trefoil

20
25
6

30
35
10
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