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Top DEP Stories 
 
WITF/StateImpact PA: Flight 93 crashed among coal mines. Treating the water there was no ordinary 
project 
https://stateimpact.npr.org/pennsylvania/2021/09/07/flight-93-crashed-among-coal-mines-treating-
the-water-there-was-no-ordinary-project/ 
 
WITF/StateImpact PA: State launches course to train climate leaders 
https://stateimpact.npr.org/pennsylvania/2021/09/07/state-launches-course-to-train-climate-leaders/ 
 
Mentions 
 
Beaver County Times: Regulatory commission backs Pennsylvania's effort to join climate pact 
https://www.timesonline.com/story/news/2021/09/02/regulatory-commission-backs-pennsylvanias-
effort-join-climate-pact/5689230001/ 
 
Daily American: Cambria Somerset Authority chairman says Wilmore evacuations were because of other 
factors 
https://www.dailyamerican.com/story/news/2021/09/03/incorrect-info-social-media-led-panic-over-
wilmore-evacuations/5711982001/  
 
NorthcentralPA.com: Honoring first responders to the Flight 93 crash 
https://www.northcentralpa.com/news/national/honoring-first-responders-to-the-flight-93-
crash/article f8dbc814-0f15-11ec-8ef1-23e81b042d86.html  
 
Clearfield Progress-News: Mosquitoes test positive for West Nile Virus in State College Borough 
https://www.theprogressnews.com/news/local/mosquitoes-test-positive-for-west-nile-virus-in-state-
college-borough/article 277587b5-dffe-5a70-9e54-cfcb0a9cd63e.html  
 
Sunbury Daily Item: The IPCC Report and me (Op-Ed) 
https://www.dailyitem.com/opinion/the-ipcc-report-and-me/article 0ea9f980-0c33-11ec-b88c-
7f25aab038a4.html  
 
RGGI 
 
Pittsburgh City Paper: Pennsylvania set to enter northeastern initiative limiting carbon from power 
plants 
https://www.pghcitypaper.com/pittsburgh/pennsylvania-set-to-enter-northeastern-initiative-limiting-
carbon-from-power-plants/Content?oid=20120748  
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: House energy panel votes disapproval of plan for Pennsylvania to join RGGI 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2021/09/02/pennsylvania-committee-rggi.html  
 
Allegheny Front: Lawmakers Move to Block RGGI After Rule Wins Regulatory Approval 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/lawmakers-move-to-block-rggi-after-rule-wins-regulatory-approval/ 
 



Air 
 
Tube City Almanac: City Council OK’s Demolition Contract  
http://almanac.tubecityonline.com/almanac/?e=2441  
 
Tribune-Review: Demolition begins in downtown Greensburg 
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/demolition-begins-in-downtown-greensburg/ 
 
Climate Change 
 
WITF/StateImpact PA: Climate change’s ‘fingerprint’ seen in Ida flooding, including in Pennsylvania 
https://www.witf.org/2021/09/07/climate-changes-fingerprint-seen-in-ida-flooding-including-in-
pennsylvania/ 
 
FOX43: UN climate chief: No country is safe from global warming 
https://www.fox43.com/article/news/nation-world/no-country-is-safe-from-global-warming/507-
cc18fc4f-70d5-4239-b701-234de3310173 
 
FOX43: Wolf needs to score bigger climate victories, activists say 
https://www.fox43.com/article/news/politics/tom-wolf-activists-pennsylvania-climate-change/521-
de22d232-ce39-42ee-8a1f-c07c760716c4 
 
Daily Local News: Environmental groups call for postponement of climate talks 
https://www.dailylocal.com/2021/09/07/environmental-groups-call-for-postponement-of-climate-talks/ 
 
WESA: Climate Change's 'Fingerprint' Seen In Ida Flooding, Including In Pennsylvania 
https://www.wesa.fm/environment-energy/2021-09-07/climate-changes-fingerprint-seen-in-ida-
flooding-including-in-pennsylvania  
 
WESA: Climate Change Is The Greatest Threat To Public Health, Top Medical Journals Warn 
https://www.wesa.fm/2021-09-07/climate-change-is-the-greatest-threat-to-public-health-top-medical-
journals-warn 
 
New Pittsburgh Courier: Drake, other celebrities back financial firm’s efforts to offset their carbon 
footprints 
https://newpittsburghcourier.com/2021/09/06/drake-other-celebrities-back-financial-firms-efforts-to-
offset-their-carbon-footprints/ 
 
Washington Post: Nearly 1 in 3 Americans experienced a weather disaster this summer 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate-environment/2021/09/04/climate-disaster-hurricane-ida/ 
 
Wall Street Journal: Action on Climate Change Is Urged by Medical Journals in Unprecedented Plea 
https://www.wsj.com/articles/action-on-climate-change-is-urged-by-medical-journals-in-
unprecedented-plea-11630886402 
 
WHYY: Storm’s damage might boost support for more aggressive climate policy, experts hope 
https://whyy.org/articles/storms-damage-might-boost-support-for-more-aggressive-climate-policy-
experts-hope/ 



 
Conservation & Recreation 
 
Bradford Era: RTS: Tar spot 
https://www.bradfordera.com/news/rts-tar-spot/article f43bfa73-9993-56c1-a77f-a40d15129118.html 
 
Lancaster Newspapers: Down the river: Local residents paddle length of Susquehanna in search of 
adventure, history 
https://lancasteronline.com/sports/outdoors/down-the-river-local-residents-paddle-length-of-
susquehanna-in-search-of-adventure-history-column/article 5a0708ee-0c5d-11ec-be8e-
ab44bf91278a.html 
 
WTAJ: Raystown Lake dipped in Labor Day Weekend attendance 
https://www.wearecentralpa.com/news/local-news/raystown-lake-dipped-in-labor-day-weekend-
attendance/ 
 
WESA: Teaching Machines To ID Birdsongs To Help Save Imperiled Species 
https://www.wesa.fm/environment-energy/2021-09-05/teaching-machines-to-id-birdsongs-to-help-
save-imperiled-species  
 
Tribune-Democrat: Johnstown man's YouTube episodes explore local pond edges for frogs, toads 
https://www.tribdem.com/news/johnstown-mans-youtube-episodes-explore-local-pond-edges-for-
frogs-toads/article b7bca03e-0a50-11ec-ab89-b7399e087c92.html 
 
Tribune-Review: 'Think safety and come prepared': Officials urging caution on waterways 
https://triblive.com/local/regional/think-safety-and-come-prepared-officials-urging-caution-on-
waterways/ 
 
Post-Gazette: Garfield's Kincaid Street garden to grow ‘in perpetuity’ 
https://www.post-gazette.com/life/goodness/2021/09/05/Kincaid-Street-Garfield-Pittsburgh-garden-
goodness/stories/202109050003 
 
Lock Haven Express: Do ATVs belong on roads?  Towns are abuzz on perks, drawbacks 
https://www.lockhaven.com/news/local-news/2021/09/do-atvs-belong-on-roads-towns-are-abuzz-on-
perks-drawbacks/  
 
Energy 
 
Bradford Era: Solar industry tells lawmakers to incentivize growth in Pennsylvania 
https://www.bradfordera.com/news/state/solar-industry-tells-lawmakers-to-incentivize-growth-in-
pennsylvania/article c2cb7e63-a2ce-5360-a7a8-418d29142789.html 
 
Lebtown.com: Solar farms are family farms in North Annville Township 
https://lebtown.com/2021/09/07/letter-solar-farms-are-family-farms-in-north-annville-township/ 
 
KDKA: FirstEnergy Locks Online Accounts, Requires New Passwords After Hack Attempt 
https://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2021/09/06/firstenergy-hack-attempt/  
 



Tribune-Review: FirstEnergy locks online accounts, requires new passwords after hack attempt 
https://triblive.com/local/regional/firstenergy-locks-online-accounts-requires-new-passwords-after-
hack-attempt/ 
 
Washington Post: Burying power lines isn’t the only way to weatherproof the grid 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/technology/2021/09/04/weather-power-lines-climate-change/ 
 
CNBC: Bitcoin miners and oil and gas execs mingled at a secretive meetup in Houston – here’s what they 
talked about 
https://www.cnbc.com/2021/09/04/bitcoin-miners-oil-and-gas-execs-talk-about-natural-gas-
mining.html  
 
New York Times: Bitcoin uses more electricity than many countries. How is that possible? 
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2021/09/03/climate/bitcoin-carbon-footprint-electricity.html  
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: U.S. Department of Energy designates Penn State New Kensington as one of 
four new Smart Manufacturing Innovation Centers 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2021/09/02/u-s-department-of-energy-new-kensington-
smic.html 
 
Renovo Record: Solar industry tells lawmakers to incentivize growth 
http://therecord-online.com/site/archives/72965  
 
Environmental Cleanup & Brownfields 
 
Bradford Era: Tuna Valley Trail Association seeking volunteers for Sept. 11 
https://www.bradfordera.com/news/tuna-valley-trail-association-seeking-volunteers-for-sept-
11/article a3638c50-4d50-50ad-95ef-f835602e87fa.html 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: PHOTOS: Leaders break ground on FNB Financial Center 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2021/09/03/photos-leaders-break-ground-on-fnb.html  
 
Mining 
 
AP: Deadly 1921 coal miner revolt in West Virginia remembered 
https://apnews.com/article/business-west-virginia-a01c12a9708cca22e12e3eb03e73b77e  
 
Observer-Reporter: ‘She gave her best’ 
https://observer-reporter.com/news/localnews/pennsylvania-s-first-female-coal-miner-hailed-from-
bentleyville/article eb2e74ee-0cdd-11ec-8a97-a3042c59436d.html 
 
Oil and Gas 
 
Bradford Era: Seneca Resources to seek certification from Project Canary 
https://www.bradfordera.com/news/seneca-resources-to-seek-certification-from-project-
canary/article 36b4c86c-533b-5a71-80b9-1908fd652e30.html 
 
Daily Local New: Gas prices for Labor Day are highest in 7 years 



https://www.dailylocal.com/2021/09/07/gas-prices-for-labor-day-are-highest-in-7-years/ 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Gas industry groups fight back against potential for methane tax 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2021/09/03/methane-emissions-tax-pennsylvania.html  
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Seneca Resources signs on with Project Canary over certified natural gas 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2021/09/02/seneca-resources-natural-gas.html 
 
Beaver County Times: Letter: Marcellus Shale Coalition's column overlooks urgency of climate crisis 
https://www.timesonline.com/story/opinion/2021/09/03/reducing-methane-not-enough-we-need-
carbon-neutral-energy-now/5656490001/  
 
Post-Gazette: Soaring prices fuel long-running push by Pa. officials to roll back ethanol mandate 
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/powersource/2021/09/05/renewable-fuel-standard-prices-
bob-casey-pat-toomey-tom-wolf-pittsburgh-airport/stories/202109050025 
 
Tribune-Review: Upper Burrell supervisors approve new Marcellus well; several residents object 
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/upper-burrell-supervisors-approve-new-marcellus-well-
several-residents-object/ 
 
Post-Gazette: FERC’s delays pose problems for Pennsylvania 
https://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/2021/09/05/FERC-s-delays-pose-problems-for-
Pennsylvania/stories/202109050019 
 
NorthcentralPA.com: Fracking truck overturns on Yeagle Road during heavy rain Sunday night 
https://www.northcentralpa.com/news/local/fracking-truck-overturns-on-yeagle-road-during-heavy-
rain-sunday-night/article 5663512a-0f28-11ec-84a6-a795685cad15.html  
 
Vector Management 
 
Altoona Mirror: State sees uptick in tick-borne diseases 
https://www.altoonamirror.com/news/local-news/2021/09/state-sees-uptick-in-tick-borne-diseases/ 
 
Tribune-Review: West Nile-infected mosquitoes require additional treatment in Pittsburgh's West End, 
North Side 
https://triblive.com/local/west-nile-infected-mosquitoes-require-additional-treatment-in-pittsburghs-
west-end-north-side/ 
 
Waste 
 
Herald-Standard: Litter remains a perennial problem in Pennsylvania 
https://www.heraldstandard.com/opinion/editorials/litter-remains-a-perennial-problem-in-
pennsylvania/article 0ed5253e-f4e6-51c7-b6cb-1e4c96667431.html  
 
Observer-Reporter: EDITORIAL: Litter remains a perennial problem in Pennsylvania 
https://observer-reporter.com/opinion/editorials/editorial-litter-remains-a-perennial-problem-in-
pennsylvania/article d52685c4-0b2a-11ec-a35f-5336a7622df4.html  
 



Post-Gazette: Hosanna House invites people to Wilkinsburg 
https://www.post-gazette.com/life/goodness/2021/09/05/Hosanna-House-
goodness/stories/202106250162 
 
Water 
 
Law360: Court Won't Undo Contractor's Plea In River Pollution Case 
https://www.law360.com/environmental/articles/1418953/court-won-t-undo-contractor-s-plea-in-
river-pollution-case 
 
Butler Eagle: Officials end boil water advisory in Harmony 
http://www.butlereagle.com/article/20210907/NEWS01/210909643/-1/news01 
 
New Castle News: Conservancy dedicates new facility at event 
https://www.ncnewsonline.com/news/local news/conservancy-dedicates-new-facility-at-
event/article 444525fa-0ec8-11ec-988b-eb5483037574.html 
 
Times Observer: Cleanups set for Allegheny River, Conewango Creek 
https://www.timesobserver.com/news/local-news/2021/09/cleanups-set-for-allegheny-river-
conewango-creek/ 
 
Times Observer: Grant to help craft plan for reservoir development 
https://www.timesobserver.com/news/local-news/2021/09/grant-to-help-craft-plan-for-reservoir-
development/ 
 
Reading Eagle: Boat launches open at Blue Marsh Lake; swimming area closed 
https://www.readingeagle.com/2021/09/05/boat-launches-open-at-blue-marsh-flooding-rain-ida/ 
 
Reading Eagle: Plan to drain local dam is a sickening prospect 
https://www.readingeagle.com/2021/09/04/letter-plan-to-drain-local-dam-is-a-sickening-prospect/ 
 
Huntingdon Daily News: Water released from dam 
https://www.huntingdondailynews.com/news/local/water-released-from-dam/article 8fc65d4b-f792-
58b8-90ce-2ce2daa620ea.html 
 
CBS21: Experts urge local municipalities to act on infrastructure after severe flooding 
https://local21news.com/news/local/experts-urge-local-municipalities-to-act-on-infrastructure-after-
severe-flooding 
 
WFMZ: Blue Marsh to test water, algae levels throughout week 
https://www.wfmz.com/news/area/berks/blue-marsh-to-test-water-algae-levels-throughout-
week/article df8c6a5e-0f91-11ec-869d-477d0dd39b4c.html 
 
WFMZ: Blue Marsh welcomes back boaters but not swimmers 
https://www.wfmz.com/news/area/berks/blue-marsh-welcomes-back-boaters-but-not-
swimmers/article 7e9a6ef8-0ea1-11ec-ad7c-e7edc832cfd4.html 
 
Scranton Times: Rushbrook Creek  flood project still bogged down 



https://www.thetimes-tribune.com/news/rushbrook-creek-flood-project-still-bogged-
down/article 451224b3-bdc6-5326-83b9-930c440e1972.html 
 
Times Leader: West Pittston continue push for levee  funding 
https://www.timesleader.com/news/1510587/west-pittston-continues-push-for-levee-funding 
 
MyChesCo: Gov. Wolf Visits Downingtown and Other Communities Affected by Ida Remnants 
https://www.mychesco.com/a/news/pennsylvania/gov-wolf-visits-downingtown-and-other-
communities-affected-by-ida-remnants/ 
 
WTAE: Water main break closes road in Bethel Park 
https://www.wtae.com/article/bethel-park-water-main-break/37489165 
 
WTAE: Some South Fayette residents fault township cleanup response after flooding, township says help 
coming 
https://www.wtae.com/article/south-fayette-flooding-residents-fault-township-cleanup-
response/37493304# 
 
WPXI: Massive water line break shuts down busy Allegheny County road 
https://www.wpxi.com/news/top-stories/massive-water-line-break-shuts-down-busy-allegheny-county-
road/W6QCKECEGRDGFKYEKFWQDIKMRE/ 
 
KDKA Radio: Water main break in Harmony borough cancels classes in Seneca Valley School District 
https://www.audacy.com/kdkaradio/news/local/water-main-break-cancels-classes-at-seneca-valley 
 
Post-Gazette: Large water main break closes part of Bethel Church Road 
https://www.post-gazette.com/local/south/2021/09/06/Water-main-break-in-Bethel-Park-closes-
bethel-church-road-pittsburgh/stories/202109060051 
 
Shamokin News-Item: Lee dumped more than 10 inches of rain on the Susquehanna Valley 
https://www.newsitem.com/news/local/lee-dumped-more-than-10-inches-of-rain-on-the-
susquehanna-valley/article 9eaa6358-6320-5b1a-94dc-de4e7956db95.html 
 
Shamokin News-Item: When the Fifth Ward became Shamokin Creek 
https://www.newsitem.com/news/local/when-the-fifth-ward-became-shamokin-
creek/article cddbc55a-bbf5-5802-a5ff-546c5ab8e48a.html 
 
Morning Call: Lehigh Valley at risk of severe weather, excessive rainfall this week; ‘rotating storms’ not 
out of the question, weather service says 
https://www.mcall.com/news/weather/mc-nws-lehigh-valley-severe-weather-excessive-rainfall-risk-
wednesday-20210907-55qou5d6ebbnrgnmpu564uhu24-story.html 
 
WHYY: Homeowners hit by Ida find many questions and few answers as they seek post-storm aid 
https://whyy.org/articles/homeowners-hit-by-ida-find-many-questions-and-few-answers-as-they-seek-
post-storm-aid/ 
 
Post-Gazette: Oakdale residents begin cleanup after Ida floods area 



https://www.post-gazette.com/local/west/2021/09/02/Oakdale-residents-begin-cleanup-after-Ida-
floods-area/stories/202109020178 
 
Miscellaneous 
 
Bradford Era: Reports of mysterious songbird illness decreasing 
https://www.bradfordera.com/news/reports-of-mysterious-songbird-illness-
decreasing/article eb290be2-be8a-5e52-9e18-52a72610ff22.html 
 
Bradford Era: ANF enacts temporary prohibition on feeding wildlife 
https://www.bradfordera.com/news/anf-enacts-temporary-prohibition-on-feeding-
wildlife/article 9136a1aa-1686-55a6-9fef-487d725f7200.html 
 
Carlisle Sentinel: Gardening when it's dry: Prep soil, select plants wisely 
https://cumberlink.com/news/state-and-regional/gardening-when-its-dry-prep-soil-select-plants-
wisely/article 592532ee-cae0-5046-ab9e-5df9faf85717.html 
 
WPXI: Teenager rescued after getting trapped under 3,500-pound pipe in Westmoreland County 
https://www.wpxi.com/news/top-stories/teenager-rescued-after-getting-trapped-under-3500-pound-
pipe-westmoreland-county/PI7O4SGLLFCM5GZMUB7KGXTQQE/ 
 
Beaver County Radio: PA Forest Action Could Help Prevent Damage from Extreme Weather, Like Ida 
https://beavercountyradio.com/news/pa-forest-action-could-help-prevent-damage-from-extreme-
weather-like-ida/   
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Ball's Viewpoint: Chemical industry lives on in our region 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2021/09/03/balls-viewpoint-chemical-industry-lives-
on.html  
 
Post-Gazette: Pa. state senators propose tapping rescue plan money for environmental programs 
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/environment/2021/09/06/pennsylvania-environmental-programs-
pa-state-senate-bill-covid-19-relief-funds-jay-costa-gordner-mensch/stories/202109060003 
 
Post-Gazette: SEC said to be cracking down on standards for so-called sustainable assets 
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/money/2021/09/07/SEC-crackdown-standards-sustainable-
assets/stories/202109070018 
 
AP News: Lawmakers: Ida damage shows need for infrastructure upgrades 
https://apnews.com/article/business-environment-and-nature-floods-climate-change-
1dd7216c4fe6ba6009a0fddc572d3a7f 


