
Some clips may be behind a paywall.  If you need access to these clips, email me at djagiela@pa.gov.   
 
Top DEP Stories 
 
Express Times: Breathe easy, Pa. health officials say. They’ll also be monitoring air at Martin Tower 
implosion 
https://www.lehighvalleylive.com/bethlehem/2019/05/state-health-officials-to-watch-bethlehems-air-
during-martin-tower-implosion.html 
 
Mentions 
 
Doylestown Intelligencer: Map sparks chemical concern in Quakertown 
https://www.theintell.com/news/20190511/map-sparks-chemical-concern-in-quakertown 
 
Lancaster Newspapers: We must keep battling and urging lawmakers to save our fragile Earth (Opinion) 
https://lancasteronline.com/opinion/editorials/we-must-keep-battling-and-urging-lawmakers-to-save-
our/article 01804e46-7372-11e9-8d9e-5f7e4edb2c84.html 
 
Citizens’ Voice: W-B Area’s consolidation plan will weigh heavily on voters 
https://www.citizensvoice.com/news/w-b-area-s-consolidation-plan-will-weigh-heavily-on-voters-
1.2481577 
 
WTAE: Investigation: Cracker plant will bring jobs, pollution 
https://www.wtae.com/article/investigation-cracker-plant-will-bring-jobs-pollution/27424034 
 
WJAC: Local lawmakers continue discussion on ending vehicle emissions testing 
https://wjactv.com/news/local/local-lawmaker-continues-push-to-end-vehicle-emissions-testing  
 
Tribune-Review: Unity hearing spotlights vehicle emissions debate 
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/unity-hearing-spotlights-emissions-debate/ 
 
Tribune-Democrat: Senators hear gripes on emissions testing  
https://www.tribdem.com/news/senators-hear-gripes-on-emissions-testing/article fd1608d2-7399-
11e9-88e9-c36713d6da1a.html 
 
Restore Pennsylvania 
 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette: Correcting the record about severance tax (Op-Ed by Dennis Davin) 
http://www.sungazette.com/opinion/other-commentaries/2019/05/correcting-the-record-about-
severance-tax/ 
 
Citizens’ Voice: Severance tax plan, lawsuit on county council agenda 
https://www.citizensvoice.com/news/severance-tax-plan-lawsuit-on-county-council-agenda-1.2481972 
 
Herald-Standard: Letter from Gov. Wolf to Monessen’s mayor draws ire of council 
https://www.heraldstandard.com/news/local news/letter-from-gov-wolf-to-monessen-s-mayor-draws-
ire/article ee54340c-7337-11e9-bb18-8b90c01f2c6f.html 
 



Air 
 
Pennlive: Methane emissions: recent column ignores important context 
https://www.pennlive.com/opinion/2019/05/methane-emissions-recent-column-ignores-important-
context-pennlive-letters.html 
 
Post-Gazette: Protect families against air pollution 
https://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/letters/2019/05/10/Protect-families-against-air-
pollution/stories/201905100053  
 
Post-Gazette: Allegheny County predicts poor air dispersion on Mother's Day 
https://www.post-gazette.com/local/region/2019/05/11/Allegheny-County-predicts-poor-air-
dispersion-on-Mother-s-Day/stories/201905110052 
 
Post-Gazette: ALA air quality report was deceptive 
https://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/letters/2019/05/12/ALA-air-quality-report-was-
deceptive/stories/201905120077 
 
Post-Gazette: Wasted energy: Eliminate summer gas — and all the red tape 
https://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/editorials/2019/05/10/Wasted-energy-Eliminate-summer-gas-
and-all-the-red-tape/stories/201905100045 
 
Post-Gazette: Unsurprising snub 
https://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/letters/2019/05/11/Unsurprising-snub/stories/201905110031 
 
Climate Change 
 
Reading Eagle: Climate change is real, says Alvernia professor 
https://www.readingeagle.com/life/article/alvernia-professor-says-climate-change-is-real 
 
Observer-Reporter: EDITORIAL: Pennsylvania should sign on to cap-and-trade plan with nearby states  
https://observer-reporter.com/opinion/editorials/editorial-pennsylvania-should-sign-on-to-cap-and-
trade-plan/article 140c7a06-70ef-11e9-926e-73c193064130.html 
 
Observer-Reporter: LETTER: More climate action needed 
https://observer-reporter.com/opinion/letters/letter-more-climate-action-needed/article 4ac0176c-
7269-11e9-8e7d-3343679e38e6.html  
 
Allegheny Front: UN Warns We’re Headed Toward A Mass Extinction of Wildlife 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/un-warns-were-headed-toward-a-mass-extinction-of-wildlife/ 
 
Post-Gazette; Making an impact 
https://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/letters/2019/05/11/Making-an-impact/stories/201905110028 
 
Conservation & Recreation 
 
Clearfield Progress: Bilger's Rocks Association shows off progress on new education center 



http://www.theprogressnews.com/progress news/bilger-s-rocks-association-shows-off-progress-on-
new-education/article 1e35446d-47da-57b6-b43b-835cfa9eb340.html 
 
Slate: Oh, No, Not Knotweed!  
https://slate.com/technology/2019/05/japanese-knotweed-invasive-plants.html?utm source=pocket-
newtab  
 
Tribune-Review: 4 Southwestern Pa. trails could be part of coast-to-coast bike route 
https://triblive.com/local/regional/four-southwestern-pa-trails-could-be-part-of-coast-to-coast-bike-
route/  
 
Tribune-Review: Wetlands event series kicks off Memorial Day weekend at Murrysville park 
https://triblive.com/local/murrysville/wetlands-event-series-kicks-off-memorial-day-weekend-at-
murrysville-park/  
 
WESA: Leaders And Advocates For Pittsburgh's Parks Community Say It Needs To Diversify Its Ranks 
https://www.wesa.fm/post/leaders-and-advocates-pittsburghs-parks-community-say-it-needs-diversify-
its-ranks 
 
Tribune-Review: This is what mama does: Hays eagle brings live catfish to startled young 
https://triblive.com/local/pittsburgh-allegheny/this-is-what-mama-does-hays-eagle-brings-live-catfish-
to-startled-young/ 
 
Allegheny Front: With New Lookout Towers, Pennsylvania Goes Old-School to Detect Wildfires 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/pennsylvania-goes-old-school-to-detect-wildfires/ 
 
Allegheny Front: Burning the Forest to Protect One of its Most Threatened Visitors 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/burning-the-forest-to-protect-one-of-its-most-threatened-visitors/ 
 
Allegheny Front: Native Fungi Found to be Deadly to Invasive Pest in Pa 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/native-fungi-found-to-be-deadly-to-invasive-pest-in-pa/ 
 
Allegheny Front: Fish Species in Ohio River Have Substantially Increased Since ’60s, Study Finds 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/fish-species-in-ohio-river-have-substantially-increased-since-60s-study-
finds/ 
 
DuBois Courier Express: Written in Stone: History Center explains the significance of the Scripture Rocks 
Heritage Park 
http://www.thecourierexpress.com/news/written-in-stone-history-center-explains-the-significance-of-
the/article 30f6c832-7c9b-52d1-9841-d708681e2e6d.html 
 
Meadville Tribune: Meeting on proposed downtown Meadville tree plantings leads to more questions 
https://www.meadvilletribune.com/news/meeting-on-proposed-downtown-meadville-tree-plantings-
leads-to-more/article 5c7dd3ba-7389-11e9-bb6f-fb9a90209669.html 
 
Times Observer: ANF offers public opportunities to comment on forest projects 
http://www.timesobserver.com/news/local-news/2019/05/anf-offers-public-opportunities-to-
comment-on-forest-projects/ 



 
Energy 
 
Pennlive: End of an era 
https://www.pennlive.com/opinion/2019/05/end-of-an-era-pennlive-editorial.html 
 
ABC27: Penn State Mont Alto is home to state's largest solar panel farm 
https://www.abc27.com/news/local/penn-state-mont-alto-is-home-to-state-s-largest-solar-panel-
farm/1995659432 
 
WESA: Bipartisan Group Of Legislators Reintroduces Bills To Get PA 100% Powered By Renewable Energy 
https://www.wesa.fm/post/bipartisan-group-legislators-reintroduces-bills-get-pa-100-powered-
renewable-energy  
 
Tribune-Review: $1 million in small-business grants fund energy-saving projects 
https://triblive.com/local/regional/1-million-in-small-business-grants-fund-energy-saving-projects/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Editorial: Nuclear energy makes its own money 
https://triblive.com/opinion/editorial-nuclear-energy-makes-its-own-money/ 
 
Sharon Herald: Power outages affect about 1,500 in Mercer County 
https://www.sharonherald.com/news/power-outages-affect-about-in-mercer-county/article 7ed1b79c-
758c-11e9-ae78-270e02c26f6d.html 
 
Mining 
 
Tribune-Review: Coal’s slide to continue in U.S. as renewables fill the gap 
https://triblive.com/news/wire-stories/coals-slide-to-continue-in-u-s-as-renewables-fill-the-gap/  
 
WESA: Consol Developing New Coal Mine In Southern W. Va. 
https://www.wesa.fm/post/consol-developing-new-coal-mine-southern-w-va 
 
New York Times: They Were Promised Coding Jobs in Appalachia. Now They Say It Was a Fraud. 
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/05/12/us/mined-minds-west-virginia-
coding.html?utm source=pocket-newtab 
 
Oil and Gas  
 
Pennlive: Mariner East II provides a chance to define regulatory roles 
https://www.pennlive.com/opinion/2019/05/mariner-east-ii-provides-a-chance-to-define-regulatory-
roles.html 
 
Post-Gazette: Wasted energy: Eliminate summer gas — and all the red tape 
https://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/editorials/2019/05/10/Wasted-energy-Eliminate-summer-gas-
and-all-the-red-tape/stories/201905100045  
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Rohr: 'Right time' to depart EQT board 



https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2019/05/09/rohr-right-time-to-depart-eqt-
board.html?iana=hpmvp pit news headline  
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Rice team tells EQT it hasn't made enough changes 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2019/05/09/rice-team-tells-eqt-it-hasnt-made-enough-
changes.html  
 
Observer-Reporter: Several factors fueling rise in gasoline prices statewide 
https://observer-reporter.com/business/several-factors-fueling-rise-in-gasoline-prices-
statewide/article 49164c14-7012-11e9-b505-5fecde7caf27.html 
 
Observer-Reporter: Cal U. receives $23.5 million in grants for geology mapping software 
https://observer-reporter.com/news/localnews/cal-u-receives-million-in-grants-for-geology-mapping-
software/article e301c98b-3c5e-586b-9281-2b8cfd0d839e.html 
 
Vector Management 
 
My ChesCo: Wolf Administration Works to Increase Awareness of Ticks, Lyme Disease as Weather 
Warms 
https://mychesco.com/a/news/pennsylvania/wolf-administration-works-to-increase-awareness-of-ticks-
lyme-disease-as-weather-warms/ 
 
GANT Daily: Wolf Administration Works to Increase Awareness of Ticks, Lyme Disease as Weather 
Warms 
https://gantdaily.com/2019/05/12/wolf-administration-works-to-increase-awareness-of-ticks-lyme-
disease-as-weather-warms/ 
 
Shamokin News-Item: Worried about ticks and the diseases they carry? This site has lots of facts and 
suggestions 
https://www.newsitem.com/news/worried-about-ticks-and-the-diseases-they-carry-this-
site/article 4c873b00-9691-5bd2-a61e-b4ff6f90ded2.html 
 
Record-Argus News: Goats return to eat weeds, invasive species in Pittsburgh 
https://www.recordargusnews.com/articles/goats-return-to-eat-weeds-invasive-species-in-pittsburgh/ 
 
Waste 
 
Clearfield Progress: Recent county electronics recycling event deemed 'a great success' 
http://www.theprogressnews.com/news/recent-county-electronics-recycling-event-deemed-a-great-
success/article b97c2e8e-ad8a-5674-ab92-71f788d3aed2.html 
 
Altoona Mirror: Household chemical collection planned 
http://www.altoonamirror.com/news/local-news/2019/05/household-chemical-collection-planned/ 
 
Standard Speaker: City authority defends scrap storage methods 
https://www.standardspeaker.com/news/city-authority-defends-scrap-storage-methods-1.2480863 
 
Water 



 
My ChesCo: PUC Approves Smaller than Requested Water and Wastewater Rate Increases for Aqua 
Pennsylvania and Aqua Pennsylvania Wastewater 
https://mychesco.com/a/news/business/puc-approves-smaller-than-requested-water-and-wastewater-
rate-increases-for-aqua-pennsylvania-and-aqua-pennsylvania-wastewater/ 
 
Philadelphia Inquirer: PFAS water-contamination bills will get a hearing in Congress. Read up on what’s 
proposed. 
https://www.philly.com/news/pfas-congress-hearing-chemicals-water-contamination-20190510.html 
 
Clearfield Progress: Burnside Borough discusses consequences for campground's water leak 
http://www.theprogressnews.com/news/burnside-borough-discusses-consequences-for-campground-s-
water-leak/article e6507106-2162-56d8-9597-0728ff163849.html 
 
Sayre Morning Times: Wellsburg deals with village repairs in latest meeting 
http://www.morning-times.com/news/article a2fbf60e-ed12-54c9-bc3a-bb724c582930.html 
 
Sunbury Daily Item: May rain already nearly month's normal level 
https://www.dailyitem.com/the danville news/news/may-rain-already-nearly-month-s-normal-
level/article 4841943a-7335-50a9-ae3f-febc7235a871.html 
 
Carlisle Sentinel: Three roads closed in South Middleton due to flooding 
https://cumberlink.com/news/local/three-roads-closed-in-south-middleton-due-to-
flooding/article dfa56661-c88d-5b29-b9f8-2abea5142116.html 
 
Observer-Reporter: Commissioner plans Chartiers Watershed meeting 
https://observer-reporter.com/news/localnews/commissioner-plans-chartiers-watershed-
meeting/article 1e2bfbd2-7339-11e9-997a-af9f385bd6f0.html 
 
Tribune-Review: Lower Burrell faces expensive fix for sewer line serving half of city 
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/lower-burrell-faces-expensive-fix-to-sewer-line-serving-
half-of-the-city/ 
 
Daily American: Flash flooding sweeps away driveway in Jenner Township; officials warn residents to 
leave 
https://www.dailyamerican.com/news/local/somerset/flash-flooding-sweeps-away-driveway-in-jenner-
township-officials-warn/article ee710561-e8f6-5ae5-af40-aead710494c3.html 
 
Tribune-Democrat: Flooding forces evacuation of Jennerstown homes 
https://www.tribdem.com/news/flooding-forces-evacuation-of-jennerstown-homes/article 4cdb85b6-
72d9-11e9-9c0b-cf89088bfd82.html  
 
WPXI: Road collapses after large water main break in Crescent Township 
https://www.wpxi.com/news/top-stories/crescent-township-water-main-road-collapses-after-large-
water-main-break-in-crescent-township/948089259  
 
WJAC: Boil water advisory for Blair County townships 
https://wjactv.com/news/local/boil-water-advisory-for-blair-county-townships 



 
Sharon Herald: Aqua issues boil water alert to Lake Latonka 
https://www.sharonherald.com/news/aqua-issues-boil-water-alert-to-lake-latonka/article 90495af8-
7590-11e9-bb43-0f9db75dfc7b.html 
 
Miscellaneous 
 
Reading Eagle: U.N. report on extinction marks the start of the War for the World 
https://www.readingeagle.com/news/article/garry-lenton-un-report-on-extinction-marks-the-start-of-
the-war-for-the-world 
 
Post-Gazette: Lawmaker proposes new highway to link Mon Valley Expressway to Pittsburgh 
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/transportation/2019/05/10/Mon-Fayette-Expressway-new-
highway-Dravosburg-Pittsburgh-200-300-million-PennDOT-Pennsylvania-
Turnpike/stories/201905090180  
 
Tribune-Review: Could it happen? Study into Route 28 expressway expansion to I-80 gets funding 
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/money-available-to-study-extending-the-route-28-
expressway-to-interstate-80/ 
 
WTAE: Crews strike gas line while trying to repair water main break in Crescent Township 
https://www.wtae.com/article/crews-strike-gas-line-while-trying-to-repair-water-main-break-in-
crescent-township/27429686  
 
KDKA: Landslide Brings Rocks, Debris Down Onto Kilbuck Twp. Road 
https://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2019/05/13/kilbuck-township-route-65-landslide/  
 
Next Pittsburgh: 25 Essential Pittsburghers 
https://www.nextpittsburgh.com/features/25-essential-pittsburghers/2/ 
 
Latrobe Bulletin: Researchers wanted: No degree required 
http://www.latrobebulletinnews.com/news/2019-05-11/Editorial/Westsylvania.html 


