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Top DEP Stories 
 
WITF/StateImpact: DEP approved Mariner East 2 permits despite deficiencies, documents show 
https://stateimpact.npr.org/pennsylvania/2017/03/10/dep-approved-mariner-east-2-permits-despite-
deficiencies-documents-show/?_ga=1.123191938.882895250.1471610849 
 
WITF/Allegheny Front: HOW BIG CUTS AT THE EPA WILL IMPACT PENNSYLVANIA 
http://www.alleghenyfront.org/how-big-cuts-at-the-epa-will-impact-pennsylvania/ 
 
Mentions 
 
National Law Review: Pennsylvania DEP – A New General Permit for Methane Emissions from Natural 
Gas Operations 
http://www.natlawreview.com/article/pennsylvania-dep-new-general-permit-methane-emissions-
natural-gas-operations 
 
Morning Call: YUCK: Raw sewage is polluting Little Lehigh, municipalities on hook for $300 million to 
stop it 
http://www.mcall.com/news/local/allentown/mc-allentown-lehigh-county-authority-epa-order-cost-
sharing-20170311-story.html 
 
About People 
http://www.thederrick.com/news/community_news/about-people/article_5a1d98ec-4527-54bf-a978-
f99f805449ef.html 
 
Scranton Times-Tribune: State ahead of wrong curve 
http://thetimes-tribune.com/opinion/state-ahead-of-wrong-curve-1.2166814 
 
Post-Gazette OPED: Keeping Pa. clean when EPA goes AWOL 
http://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/Op-Ed/2017/03/12/Keeping-Pa-clean-when-EPA-goes-
AWOL/stories/201703120073  
 
Allegheny Front: How Big Cuts at the EPA Will Impact Pennsylvania 
http://www.alleghenyfront.org/how-big-cuts-at-the-epa-will-impact-pennsylvania/  
 
Air 
 
Post-Gazette: Volkswagen pleads guilty in emissions-cheating case  
http://www.post-gazette.com/auto/2017/03/10/Volkswagen-pleads-guilty-in-emissions-cheating-
case/stories/201703100172  
 
Post-Gazette EDITORIAL: Vaping and smoking: County correctly limits use in public indoor spots 
http://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/editorials/2017/03/12/Vaping-and-smoking-County-correctly-
limits-use-in-public-indoor-spots/stories/201703310064  
 
Next Pittsburgh: Is deep decarbonization the key to solving Pennsylvania’s air pollution? 

mailto:menoll@pa.gov
https://stateimpact.npr.org/pennsylvania/2017/03/10/dep-approved-mariner-east-2-permits-despite-deficiencies-documents-show/?_ga=1.123191938.882895250.1471610849
https://stateimpact.npr.org/pennsylvania/2017/03/10/dep-approved-mariner-east-2-permits-despite-deficiencies-documents-show/?_ga=1.123191938.882895250.1471610849
http://www.alleghenyfront.org/how-big-cuts-at-the-epa-will-impact-pennsylvania/
http://www.natlawreview.com/article/pennsylvania-dep-new-general-permit-methane-emissions-natural-gas-operations
http://www.natlawreview.com/article/pennsylvania-dep-new-general-permit-methane-emissions-natural-gas-operations
http://www.mcall.com/news/local/allentown/mc-allentown-lehigh-county-authority-epa-order-cost-sharing-20170311-story.html
http://www.mcall.com/news/local/allentown/mc-allentown-lehigh-county-authority-epa-order-cost-sharing-20170311-story.html
http://www.thederrick.com/news/community_news/about-people/article_5a1d98ec-4527-54bf-a978-f99f805449ef.html
http://www.thederrick.com/news/community_news/about-people/article_5a1d98ec-4527-54bf-a978-f99f805449ef.html
http://thetimes-tribune.com/opinion/state-ahead-of-wrong-curve-1.2166814
http://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/Op-Ed/2017/03/12/Keeping-Pa-clean-when-EPA-goes-AWOL/stories/201703120073
http://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/Op-Ed/2017/03/12/Keeping-Pa-clean-when-EPA-goes-AWOL/stories/201703120073
http://www.alleghenyfront.org/how-big-cuts-at-the-epa-will-impact-pennsylvania/
http://www.post-gazette.com/auto/2017/03/10/Volkswagen-pleads-guilty-in-emissions-cheating-case/stories/201703100172
http://www.post-gazette.com/auto/2017/03/10/Volkswagen-pleads-guilty-in-emissions-cheating-case/stories/201703100172
http://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/editorials/2017/03/12/Vaping-and-smoking-County-correctly-limits-use-in-public-indoor-spots/stories/201703310064
http://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/editorials/2017/03/12/Vaping-and-smoking-County-correctly-limits-use-in-public-indoor-spots/stories/201703310064


http://www.nextpittsburgh.com/environment/pennsylvania-environmental-council-sets-out-to-reduce-
state-carbon-emissions-by-80-percent/  
 
Climate Change 
 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: WHO reports: Ex­po­sure to pol­lu­tion kills millions of children 
http://www.post-gazette.com/news/health/2017/03/12/WHO-reports-Ex-po-sure-to-pol-lu-tion-kills-
mil-lions-of-chil-dren/stories/201703120084  
 
Conservation & Recreation 
 
PlanPhilly: Saying farewell to the last remaining grove of English Elms in the Country 
http://planphilly.com/articles/2017/03/13/saying-farewell-to-the-last-remaining-grove-of-english-elms-
in-the-country 
 
Delaware County News Network: Delaware County Council approves construction of Darby Creek Trail 
http://www.delconewsnetwork.com/mediatowntalk/news/delaware-county-council-approves-
construction-of-darby-creek-trail/article_93f74a97-c08e-587d-ac80-2983781b8865.html 
 
The Derrick: Groups seeking volunteers for Great American Cleanup 
http://www.thederrick.com/news/community_news/groups-seeking-volunteers-for-great-american-
cleanup/article_838fc3ca-ad9c-5b00-a7e3-d9adc0b09d51.html 
 
Beaver County Times: Lyme disease remains a serious concern in western Pennsylvania 
http://www.timesonline.com/community/sports/lyme-disease-remains-a-serious-concern-in-western-
pennsylvania/article_e2ebc004-04de-11e7-a0e8-a36868eb736d.html 
 
Post-Gazette: Brian O'Neill : Who keeps the river trails tidy? ‘Super volunteers’ 
http://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/brian-oneill/2017/03/12/Who-keeps-the-river-trails-tidy-Super-
volunteers/stories/201703120141  
 
Post-Gazette: Work contines to transform Nike missile site into park 
http://www.post-gazette.com/local/north/2017/03/10/Work-contines-to-transform-Nike-missile-site-
into-park/stories/201703100041  
 
Tribune-Review: Beware: Ticks survive through warm winter 
http://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/12052474-74/ticks-disease-lyme  
 
Valley News Dispatch: Donation of vacant land in Harrison opens up possibilities for 14 acres of 
township-owned property  
http://triblive.com/local/valleynewsdispatch/12037106-74/property-township-bergstrom  
 
Post-Gazette: Outdoors notebook: Wildlife plan sets conservation blueprint 
http://www.post-gazette.com/sports/outdoors/2017/03/12/Wildlife-plan-sets-blueprint-for-
conservation-actions/stories/201703120114  
 
Post-Gazette: Wake up to the sounds of nature with new app from The Studio  
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http://www.post-gazette.com/life/lifestyle/2017/03/11/Wake-up-to-the-sounds-of-nature-with-new-
app-from-The-Studio/stories/201703110019  
 
Energy 
 
Republican Herald: Company plans hydro project in Schuylkill County to produce electricity 
http://republicanherald.com/news/company-plans-hydro-project-in-schuylkill-county-to-produce-
electricity-1.2166030 
 
Pocono Record: Monroe County schools get grants for propane buses 
http://www.poconorecord.com/news/20170312/monroe-county-schools-get-grants-for-propane-buses 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Aquion Energy files for Chapter 11 bankruptcy 
http://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2017/03/08/aquion-energy-files-for-chapter-11-
bankruptcy.html  
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Japanese official urges decision about potential Westinghouse bankruptcy 
http://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2017/03/13/japanese-official-urges-decision-about-
potential.html 
 
Post-Gazette PowerSource: Japan: Toshiba's Westinghouse should decide on Chapter 11 by end of 
month 
http://powersource.post-gazette.com/powersource/companies/2017/03/10/Japan-finance-minister-
Toshiba-s-Westinghouse-should-decide-on-Chapter-11-by-end-March-pittsburgh/stories/201703100181  
 
Post-Gazette PowerSource: Duquesne Light to push electric vehicles in Pittsburgh 
http://powersource.post-gazette.com/local/city/2017/03/10/Duquesne-Light-electric-vehicles-
Pittsburgh/stories/201703100021  
 
Post-Gazette PowerSource: Hyped battery maker Aquion Energy files for Chapter 11 bankruptcy 
http://powersource.post-gazette.com/powersource/companies/2017/03/08/Energy-storage-company-
Aquion-Energy-files-for-Chapter-11-bankruptcy-Pittsburgh-sodium-ion/stories/201703080186  
 
Tribune-Review: Pennsylvania vows to recover money from bankrupt Pittsburgh battery maker 
http://triblive.com/local/allegheny/12053611-74/aquion-company-state  
 
Tribune-Democrat: High electric bills shocking Somerset development residents 
http://www.tribdem.com/news/high-electric-bills-shocking-somerset-development-
residents/article_027b6520-079e-11e7-8bc2-e7906a09ed02.html  
 
Mining 
 
Chester County Daily Local: East Whiteland Fire Police Lieutenant takes part in Quarry rescue 
http://www.dailylocal.com/general-news/20170312/east-whiteland-fire-police-lieutenant-takes-part-in-
quarry-rescue 
 
Altoona Mirror: DEP plant to help treat acid mine drainage 
http://www.altoonamirror.com/news/local-news/2017/03/dep-plant-to-help-treat-acid-mine-drainage/ 
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Tribune-Review: New mines bank on steel industry's need for metallurgical coal 
http://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/11984020-74/coal-met-mine  
 
Next Pittsburgh: Is coding the new coal? How unemployed miners are transitioning into other industries 
http://www.nextpittsburgh.com/current-features/from-coal-to-coding-and-beyond-how-unemployed-
miners-are-transitioning-into-other-industries/  
 
Oil and Gas  
 
Wheeling Intelligencer: Shell Chemical Appalachia Rep Talks Pennsylvania Ethane Cracker 
http://www.theintelligencer.net/news/top-headlines/2017/03/shell-chemical-appalachia-rep-talks-
pennsylvania-ethane-cracker/ 
 
State Impact: DEP approved Mariner East 2 permits despite deficiencies, documents show 
https://stateimpact.npr.org/pennsylvania/2017/03/10/dep-approved-mariner-east-2-permits-despite-
deficiencies-documents-show/ 
 
Lancaster Newspapers: Zoners, protesters agree to terms to continue encampment against pipeline in 
Conestoga 
http://lancasteronline.com/news/local/zoners-protesters-agree-to-terms-to-continue-encampment-
against-pipeline/article_a6185a74-05ed-11e7-a138-d339087471ab.html 
 
Allied News: DEP moves to prevent more fracking-induced quakes 
http://www.alliednews.com/news/local_news/dep-moves-to-prevent-more-fracking-induced-
quakes/article_420a8949-741a-5968-bc1f-5c8ac2f345b1.html 
 
Erie Times: Doing business with the ‘cracker’ plant 
http://www.goerie.com/news/20170312/doing-business-with-cracker-plant 
 
Beaver County Times: Owner of Midland Terminal could cut emissions by more than half  
http://www.timesonline.com/news/business/owner-of-midland-terminal-could-cut-emissions-by-more-
than/article_8209fbbc-037a-11e7-aeba-c7046df2e629.html  
 
Post-Gazette PowerSource: Natural gas plant may rise where coal once fell in Masontown  
http://powersource.post-gazette.com/powersource/companies/2017/03/09/Gas-plant-to-rise-where-
coal-once-fell-in-Masontown/stories/201703090055  
 
Post-Gazette PowerSource: Pa. Supreme Court again considers how communities zone for drilling 
http://powersource.post-gazette.com/powersource/policy-powersource/2017/03/09/Pa-Supreme-
Court-again-considers-Marcellus-Shale-zoning/stories/201703090037  
 
Herald-Standard: Experts: Fracking-related earthquakes in the area are not likely 
http://www.heraldstandard.com/news/local_news/experts-fracking-related-earthquakes-in-the-area-
are-not-likely/article_9afda5ab-2c1e-5d42-9c32-c245738be5bd.html  
 
Radiation Protection 
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Beaver County Times: Big Beaver scrapyard remediated after radioactive material found there 
http://www.timesonline.com/news/business/big-beaver-scrapyard-remediated-after-radioactive-
material-found-there/article_95d4cde6-04df-11e7-9178-d7026be2c0a9.html 
 
Tribune-Review OPED: Move ahead on Mariner East 2 
http://triblive.com/opinion/featuredcommentary/11978202-74/local-east-mariner 
 
Allegheny Front: After Standing Rock, Pipeline Fights Continue Around the U.S.  
http://www.alleghenyfront.org/after-standing-rock-pipeline-fights-continue-around-the-u-s/  
 
Waste 
 
Reading Eagle: Cleaning up Reading, one spot at a time 
http://www.readingeagle.com/news/article/kellys-korner-cleaning-up-reading-one-spot-at-a-time 
 
WTAJ: Volunteer for the Great American Cleanup 
http://www.wearecentralpa.com/news/be-part-of-the-great-american-cleanup/670520616 
 
Standard Speaker: Butler Twp., Weatherly hosting e-recycling events 
http://standardspeaker.com/news/butler-twp-weatherly-hosting-e-recycling-events-1.2165287 
 
Valley News Dispatch: East Deer to place recycling bin in park  
http://triblive.com/local/valleynewsdispatch/12037293-74/bin-recycling-commissioners  
 
Water 
 
Express: DEP directive to have dams handle 10 times more water needs assessed 
http://www.lockhaven.com/opinion/editorials/2017/03/dep-directive-to-have-dams-handle-10-times-
more-water-needs-assessed/ 
 
Altoona Mirror: Earth Matters: Underfunded programs quickly becoming an epidemic 
http://www.altoonamirror.com/life/area-life/2017/03/earth-matters-underfunded-programs-quickly-
becoming-an-epidemic/ 
 
Pennlive: In a tight budget year, Gov. Wolf rightfully makes Chesapeake Bay clean-up a Pa. priority: 
Editorial 
http://www.pennlive.com/opinion/2017/03/in_a_tight_budget_year_gov_wol.html#incart_river_index 
 
Altoona Mirror: Glendale authority makes new effort to buy RTMA 
http://www.altoonamirror.com/news/local-news/2017/03/glendale-authority-makes-new-effort-to-
buy-rtma/ 
 
WITF: The dirty lives of Pittsburgh’s sewer cleanup crew 
http://www.newsworks.org/index.php/thepulse/item/101183-the-dirty-lives-of-pittsburghs-sewer-
cleanup-crew 
 
Pocono Record: Borough proposed new water bill rates 
http://www.poconorecord.com/news/20170310/borough-proposed-new-water-bill-rates 
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http://www.readingeagle.com/news/article/kellys-korner-cleaning-up-reading-one-spot-at-a-time
http://www.wearecentralpa.com/news/be-part-of-the-great-american-cleanup/670520616
http://standardspeaker.com/news/butler-twp-weatherly-hosting-e-recycling-events-1.2165287
http://triblive.com/local/valleynewsdispatch/12037293-74/bin-recycling-commissioners
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Erie Times News: Our view: Don’t slash funding for Great Lakes 
http://www.goerie.com/opinion/20170312/our-view-dont-slash-funding-for-great-lakes 
 
Scranton Times-Tribune: State’s farmers embracing bay cleanup 
http://thetimes-tribune.com/opinion/state-s-farmers-embracing-bay-cleanup-1.2167227 
 
Pocono Record: DEP issues pollution violation to Weiler 
http://www.poconorecord.com/news/20170311/dep-issues-pollution-violation-to-weiler 
 
Post-Gazette OPED: Chelsa Wagner: Fix the water system now 
http://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/Op-Ed/2017/03/13/Chelsa-Wagner-Fix-the-water-system-
now/stories/201703130017  
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: City, authority partner with Peoples Gas to provide water filters to customers 
http://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2017/03/08/city-authority-partner-with-peoples-gas-to-
provide.html  
 
Post-Gazette: Green Tree names areas to benefit from Alcosan grant 
http://www.post-gazette.com/local/south/2017/03/10/Green-Tree-names-areas-to-benefit-from-
Alcosan-grant/stories/201703100032  
 
Tribune-Review: Peduto taps 'blue-ribbon' panel to restructure troubled PWSA  
http://triblive.com/local/allegheny/12053196-74/pwsa-lindstrom-authority  
 
Tribune-Review: Legionella bacteria found at two Allegheny County nursing facilities  
http://triblive.com/local/allegheny/12053600-74/kane-legionella-county 
 
Valley News Dispatch: Municipal Authority of Allegheny Township agrees to help Pucketa Creek's 
neighbors get sewer service 
http://triblive.com/local/valleynewsdispatch/12041958-74/township-owners-authority  
 
Valley News Dispatch: Townhouse apartments OK'd at former Washington Township sewage plant site 
http://triblive.com/local/valleynewsdispatch/12037295-74/township-paliotta-washington  
 
Tribune-Review: Information session planned on upcoming sewer projects 
http://triblive.com/local/norwin/11798745-74/project-phase-authority  
 
Pittsburgh City Paper: Pittsburgh Mayor Bill Peduto announces plan to provide water filters amidst lead 
concerns  
http://www.pghcitypaper.com/Blogh/archives/2017/03/10/pittsburgh-mayor-bill-peduto-announces-
plan-to-provide-water-filters-amidst-lead-concerns  
 
Allegheny Front: Trump Puts Great Lakes Funding on the Chopping Block 
http://www.alleghenyfront.org/trump-puts-great-lakes-funding-on-the-chopping-block/  
 
Post-Gazette: Safer water: A free-filter plan will help citizens get the lead out  
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http://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/editorials/2017/03/10/Safer-water-A-free-filter-plan-will-help-
citizens-get-the-lead-out/stories/201703310034  
 
Miscellaneous 
 
Huffington Post: Physician Diagnoses New Health Risk: Explosions at Drilling Sites 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/physician-diagnoses-new-health-risk-explosions-
at_us_58bed87ee4b0aeb52475ff4b  
 
Bucks County Courier Times: New Bucks County action group merging environmental, social justice 
movements 
http://www.buckscountycouriertimes.com/news/local/new-bucks-county-action-group-merging-
environmental-social-justice-movements/article_d328d318-050c-11e7-92cb-1b80311459c5.html 
 
Lancaster Newspapers: Zika is still a threat, Pennsylvania officials remind travelers 
http://lancasteronline.com/news/pennsylvania/zika-is-still-a-threat-pennsylvania-officials-remind-
travelers/article_832b111e-069c-11e7-aee1-23c1d41ff635.html 
 
Lancaster Farming: State Agriculture Department Stresses Importance of Vigilance, Biosecurity as Avian 
Influenza Detected in Tennessee 
http://www.lancasterfarming.com/farming/produce/state-agriculture-department-stresses-importance-
of-vigilance-biosecurity-as-avian/article_d7326274-05d6-11e7-a3af-8be95465716c.html 
 
Allied News: EPA budget cuts big worry for states dependent on funds for clean water, air 
http://www.alliednews.com/cnhi_network/epa-budget-cuts-big-worry-for-states-dependent-on-
funds/article_c8fd2488-0d12-59f8-b27b-46b872301a97.html 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Transportation strategy outlined for 10-county southwestern PA region 
http://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2017/03/08/transportation-strategy-outlined-for-
region.html  
 
Post-Gazette EDITORIAL: Bring on the BRT: A promising rapid transit vision gets underway  
http://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/editorials/2017/03/13/Bring-on-the-BRT-A-promising-rapid-
transit-vision-gets-underway/stories/201703310070  
 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: Nor'easter to bring heavy snow, strong winds to Northeast; flights cancelled 
http://www.post-gazette.com/news/nation/2017/03/13/Nor-easter-to-bring-heavy-snow-strong-winds-
to-Northeast/stories/201703130119  
 
Post-Gazette: Plan for Bus Rapid Transit system takes next step forward  
http://www.post-gazette.com/news/transportation/2017/03/09/Plan-for-Bus-Rapid-Transit-system-
takes-next-step-forward/stories/201703090174  
 
Post-Gazette: Pre-construction hearing on Southern Beltway project set for Thursday 
http://www.post-gazette.com/local/west/2017/03/09/Pre-construction-hearing-on-Southern-Beltway-
project-tonight/stories/201703090042  
 
Tribune-Review: Tesla officials hope new dealership will electrify region 
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