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Top DEP Stories 
 
Tribune-Review: ‘I’m just so angry’: Residents welcome grand jury report slamming Pa. oversight of 
fracking industry 
https://triblive.com/local/regional/im-just-so-angry-residents-welcome-grand-jury-report-slamming-pa-
oversight-of-fracking-industry/ 
 
StateImpact: Republican lawmakers defend shale gas industry after grand jury report says state failed to 
protect public health from fracking 
https://stateimpact.npr.org/pennsylvania/2020/06/29/republican-lawmakers-defend-shale-gas-
industry-after-grand-jury-report-says-state-failed-to-protect-public-health-from-fracking/  
 
Meadville Tribune: Grand jury faults state oversight of fracking industry 
https://www.meadvilletribune.com/news/grand-jury-faults-state-oversight-of-fracking-
industry/article 526244f5-4a35-5d35-9028-4485ec37e327.html 
 
Ridgway Record: Report slams drilling oversight, reports fracking impact (pg 4) 
https://www.ridgwayrecord.com/sites/default/files/RR%206-27-20.pdf 
 
My ChesCo: DEP Awards Over $434,000 in Environmental Education Grants to Benefit Youth, Adults 
Statewide 
https://www.mychesco.com/a/news/government/dep-awards-over-434000-in-environmental-
education-grants-to-benefit-youth-adults-statewide/ 
 
WJET-TV: DEP awards over $400,000 in Environmental Education Grants; Programs in Erie and Crawford 
County honored 
https://www.yourerie.com/news/local-news/dep-awards-over-400000-in-environmental-education-
grants-programs-in-erie-and-crawford-county-honored/ 
 
Times Leader: DEP: More gnats this year than usual 
https://www.timesleader.com/news/789451/dep-more-gnats-this-year-than-usual 
 
Tribune-Review: State awards $49K for environmental education in Allegheny County 
https://triblive.com/local/pittsburgh-allegheny/state-awards-49k-for-environmental-education-in-
allegheny-county/ 
 
Observer-Reporter: Hearings enable residents to speak on methane emissions 
https://observer-reporter.com/business/hearings-enable-residents-to-speak-on-methane-
emissions/article cb4c9f70-b7b1-11ea-9c6c-fb1e8e1bcb8e.html  
 
Mentions 
 
Leader Times: Injuries reported in gas well fire in Valley Township 
https://www.leadertimes.com/articles/injuries-reported-in-gas-well-fire-in-valley-township/ 
 



Middle Susquehanna Riverkeeper Blog: Study shows steady microplastic increase in Susquehanna River’s 
bass 
http://www.middlesusquehannariverkeeper.org/blog/study-shows-steady-microplastic-increase-in-
susquehanna-rivers-bass 
 
Sunbury Daily Item: Reduce carbon emissions and flourish economically (Op-Ed) 
https://www.dailyitem.com/opinion/reduce-carbon-emissions-and-flourish-
economically/article 72a746a2-33e1-50eb-9f81-2a7433846ce9.html 
 
NorthcentralPA.com: DEP given six week extension to explore participation in regional greenhouse gas 
initiative  
https://www.northcentralpa.com/news/dep-given-six-week-extension-to-explore-participation-in-
regional-greenhouse-gas-initiative/article 6611137a-b6fd-11ea-b3e1-db0a52faaa6a.html 
 
Scranton Times: State DEP's 'regulatory capture' 
https://www.thetimes-tribune.com/opinion/editorial/state-deps-regulatory-capture/article 2003ca9d-
355e-5097-ac76-9c8efb9295c2.html 
 
Climate Change 
 
Allegheny Front: How Environmental Groups are Reckoning with Racial Bias  
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/how-environmental-groups-are-reckoning-with-racial-bias/   
 
Conservation & Recreation 
 
The Derrick: Pitching in at the park 
https://www.thederrick.com/news/front page/pitching-in-at-the-park/article 507fdbfe-f358-5c3a-
8033-f946d2cc6275.html 
 
New Castle News: Hermitage to seek bids on recreation trail project 
https://www.ncnewsonline.com/pennsylvania/hermitage-to-seek-bids-on-recreation-trail-
project/article a78ebad4-f37f-5cf3-8cc8-e065c5fa6277.html 
 
New Castle News: Local leader Ken Rice receives environmental award 
https://www.ncnewsonline.com/news/local news/local-leader-ken-rice-receives-environmental-
award/article 4a8e38be-b7fa-11ea-b1d8-c39b971e4833.html 
 
Kane Republican: ANF and Western Pennsylvania Conservancy collaborate on Large Wood Projects (pg 
4) 
https://kanerepublican.com/sites/default/files/KR-06-27-2020.pdf 
 
Tribune-Review: 200 more deer test positive for chronic wasting disease across Pa. 
https://triblive.com/local/regional/200-more-deer-test-positive-for-chronic-wasting-disease-including-
in-westmoreland-county/  
 
Post-Gazette: Outdoor businesses thrive as Erie County goes green  
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/state/2020/06/26/Erie-county-lake-green-phase-reopening-
vacation-Pennsylvania-open-Presque-Isle-beach/stories/202006260127 



 
Post-Gazette: The Next Page: Hiking your own hike 
https://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/Op-Ed/2020/06/28/Hiking-your-own-hike-Rachel-Carson-Trail-
Challenge-Maura-Losch-Next-Page/stories/202006280009 
 
Post-Gazette: Make national parks safe: NPS can take commonsense precautions 
https://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/editorials/2020/06/29/National-Park-Service-safety-
precautions/stories/202005230015 
 
Tribune-Review: Eagle Scout project to improve Historic Hanna’s Town 
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/eagle-scout-project-to-improve-historic-hannas-town/  
 
Tribune-Review: Pittsburgh begins work on bicycle connection to Point State Park 
https://triblive.com/local/pittsburgh-allegheny/pittsburgh-begins-work-on-bicycle-connection-to-point-
state-park/ 
 
KDKA: Pennsylvania Holding ‘Fish For Free’ Day On 4th Of July 
https://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2020/06/29/pennsylvania-fish-for-free/  
 
WPXI: Celebrate Pittsburgh: Rebuilding from the ground up 
https://www.wpxi.com/news/celebrate-pittsburgh-rebuilding-ground-
up/LA3IQKBIXJEXLK7P2J7RALGN7Y/ 
 
Gant Daily: Bureau of Forestry conducting survey on strategic plan 
https://gantdaily.com/2020/06/28/bureau-of-forestry-conducting-survey-on-strategic-plan/ 
 
Penn State News: Pollinator project supports biodiversity at Penn State Orchard Road solar array 
https://news.psu.edu/story/624285/2020/06/25/impact/pollinator-project-supports-biodiversity-penn-
state-orchard-road 
 
Shamokin News-Item: Kulpmont pollination garden to promote wildlife, honor veterans 
https://www.newsitem.com/news/local/kulpmont-pollination-garden-to-promote-wildlife-honor-
veterans/article 2af230e3-079c-538c-9ab6-e48d7f33ffee.html 
 
Sunbury Daily Item: Valley fishing shops, guides see uptick during pandemic 
https://www.dailyitem.com/news/valley-fishing-shops-guides-see-uptick-during-
pandemic/article b3864e7c-acbf-544b-bf8e-38bdb0f70ca0.html 
 
Huntingdon Daily News: People turned to trails during the shutdown 
https://www.huntingdondailynews.com/news/local/people-turned-to-trails-during-the-
shutdown/article e23cab7f-b7f9-5982-b269-8218b81b597a.html 
 
CBS3: Philadelphia Parks Deploying Social Distancing Ambassadors To Preach Safe Practices To Contain 
Spread Of COVID-19 
https://philadelphia.cbslocal.com/2020/06/28/philadelphia-parks-deploying-social-distancing-
ambassadors-to-preach-safe-practices-to-contain-spread-of-covid-19/ 
 
Energy 



 
Post-Gazette: Southpointe-based hydrogen generation company acquired for $65 million 
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/pittsburgh-company-news/2020/06/26/Southpointe-based-
United-Hydrogen-acquired-for-65-million/stories/202006260118  
 
Observer-Reporter: Solar project near PIA to power Pitt's carbon-neutral push 
https://observer-reporter.com/business/solar-project-near-pia-to-power-pitts-carbon-neutral-
push/article 9d6187f0-b7df-11ea-a1d5-6334faa8a3d1.html  
 
Next Pittsburgh: Largest solar installation in Pittsburgh will soon be complete, powering Mill 19 at 
Hazelwood Green 
https://nextpittsburgh.com/latest-news/largest-solar-installation-in-pittsburgh-will-soon-be-complete-
powering-mill-19-at-hazelwood-green/ 
 
Wyalusing Rocket-Courier: LIHEAP Recovery Crisis Program now launched  
https://www.rocket-courier.com/articles/liheap-recovery-crisis-program-now-launched/ 
 
Mining 
 
Pa environment Digest: Slippery Rock Creek Watershed Coalition: Repairs Made To McIntire Passive 
Mine Drainage Treatment System During Pandemic 
http://paenvironmentdaily.blogspot.com/2020/06/slippery-rock-creek-watershed-coalition.html 
 
StateImpact: U.S. Department of Energy putting money into coal ‘innovation’ grants 
https://stateimpact.npr.org/pennsylvania/2020/06/26/u-s-department-of-energy-putting-money-into-
coal-innovation-grants/ 
 
Post-Gazette: A deck made of coal? Let's explore that, says Energy Secretary Dan Brouillette  
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/powersource/2020/06/27/A-deck-made-of-coal-Let-s-explore-
that-says-Energy-Secretary-Dan-Brouillette/stories/202006270020  
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: New coal products innovation center could be built in region 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2020/06/26/coal-product-innovation-center-doe.html 
 
Oil and Gas  
 
Meadville Tribune: Fracking pioneer Chesapeake files for bankruptcy protection 
https://www.meadvilletribune.com/news/fracking-pioneer-chesapeake-files-for-bankruptcy-
protection/article 19c5958d-6b0b-5c2a-ab52-63d600c9f4ba.html 
 
Ridgway Record: Fracking pioneer Chesapeake files for bankruptcy protection (pg 2) 
https://www.ridgwayrecord.com/sites/default/files/RR%206-29-20.pdf 
 
Washington Post: Fracking pioneer Chesapeake files for bankruptcy protection 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/fracking-pioneer-chesapeake-files-for-bankruptcy-
protection/2020/06/28/3e253a04-b981-11ea-97c1-6cf116ffe26c story.html 
 
Reuters: Chesapeake Energy's bankruptcy delivers hit to reeling pipeline, service firms 



https://af.reuters.com/article/commoditiesNews/idAFL1N2DP10Y 
 
Warren Times: Allegheny National Forest reviews pipeline special use request in McKean County 
https://www.timesobserver.com/news/local-news/2020/06/allegheny-national-forest-reviews-pipeline-
special-use-request-in-mckean-county/ 
 
Kane Republican: ANF reviewing pipeline special use authorization (pg 2) 
https://kanerepublican.com/sites/default/files/KR-06-29-2020.pdf 
 
Philadelphia Tribune: Bankruptcy judge clears away final hurdle in PES refinery sale 
https://www.phillytrib.com/news/local news/bankruptcy-judge-clears-away-final-hurdle-in-pes-
refinery-sale/article 0f759996-4413-5dcd-a2cd-aaa1f85dcf9d.html 
 
Philadelphia Business Journal: Hilco closes on $225M PES refinery purchase, envisions up to 15 million 
square feet of new space 
https://www.bizjournals.com/philadelphia/news/2020/06/26/hilco-closes-on-refinery-site-
purchase.html 
 
Tribune-Review: Fracking pioneer Chesapeake files for bankruptcy protection 
https://triblive.com/news/wire-stories/fracking-pioneer-chesapeake-files-for-bankruptcy-protection/  
 
Post-Gazette: Dangerous fracking 
https://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/letters/2020/06/28/Dangerous-fracking/stories/202006280065 
 
Post-Gazette: Fracking pioneer Chesapeake files for bankruptcy protection 
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/nation/2020/06/28/Chesapeake-Energy-bankruptcy-filing-
fracking-natural-gas-debt-Oklahoma-City-Aubrey-McClendon-Robert-Lawler/stories/202006280110 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Shale pioneer Chesapeake Energy files for bankruptcy 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2020/06/29/chesapeake-energy-bankruptcy.html 
 
Wyalusing Rocket-Courier: Chesapeake Energy Corp. files for bankruptcy protection 
https://www.rocket-courier.com/articles/chesapeake-energy-corp-files-for-bankruptcy-protection/ 
 
Pennlive: Fracking pioneer Chesapeake files for bankruptcy protection 
https://www.pennlive.com/news/2020/06/fracking-pioneer-chesapeake-files-for-bankruptcy-
protection.html 
 
Vector Management 
 
Kane Republican: Penn State Extension educator offers advice on insecticide use for lanternflies (pg 2) 
https://kanerepublican.com/sites/default/files/KR-06-29-2020.pdf 
 
Penn State News: Penn State Extension educator offers advice for insecticide use for lanternflies 
https://news.psu.edu/story/624266/2020/06/25/impact/penn-state-extension-educator-offers-advice-
insecticide-use 
 
Gant Daily: Penn State Extension educator offers advice on insecticide use for lanternflies 



https://gantdaily.com/2020/06/29/penn-state-extension-educator-offers-advice-on-insecticide-use-for-
lanternflies/ 
 
Gant Daily: Game Commission: CWD areas expanded 
https://gantdaily.com/2020/06/27/game-commission-cwd-areas-expand/ 
 
Scranton Times: Ticks expected to be prevalent in NEPA 
https://www.thetimes-tribune.com/news/ticks-expected-to-be-prevalent-in-nepa/article 789e6bf5-
df69-5e3e-9cf9-b8417ccea65f.html 
 
Miscellaneous 
 
Next Pittsburgh: Robotic vertical farm Fifth Season is in full swing in Braddock, now selling greens locally   
https://nextpittsburgh.com/latest-news/robotic-vertical-farm-fifth-season-is-in-full-swing-in-braddock-
now-selling-greens-locally/ 
 
ABC27: Harrisburg business owner faces another roadblock in cleaning up collapsed wall 
https://www.abc27.com/news/local/harrisburg/harrisburg-business-owner-faces-another-roadblock-in-
cleaning-up-collapsed-wall/ 


