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Top DEP Stories 
 
CBS21: Wildfire smoke blanketing Central PA, sensitive populations impacted by polluted air 
https://local21news.com/news/local/wildfire-smoke-blanketing-central-pa-sensitive-populations-
impacted-by-polluted-air 
 
FOX43: How Pennsylvania can reduce emissions to fight the effects of climate change | Climate Smart 
https://www.fox43.com/article/weather/how-pennsylvania-can-reduce-emissions-to-fight-the-effects-
of-climate-change-climate-smart/521-3b67a064-6f4f-42d9-8f3b-42eff5c4d544 
 
Mentions 
 
Tribune-Review: Do Not Drink order remains in place for McKeesport water customers; residents 
directed to flush home water fixtures 
https://triblive.com/local/do-not-drink-order-remains-in-place-for-mckeesport-water-customers-
residents-directed-to-flush-home-water-fixtures/ 
 
Lock Haven Express: We support REC power plant at Renovo (Editorial) 
https://www.lockhaven.com/opinion/editorials/2021/07/we-support-rec-power-plant-at-renovo/  
 
Air 
 
WESA: Wildfire Smoke Clouds Sky, Hurts Air Quality On East Coast 
https://www.wesa.fm/environment-energy/2021-07-22/wildfire-smoke-clouds-sky-hurts-air-quality-on-
east-coast  
 
WESA: The Western Wildfires Are Affecting People 3,000 Miles Away 
https://www.wesa.fm/2021-07-21/the-western-wildfires-are-affecting-people-3-000-miles-away 
 
Observer-Reporter: Smoke from wildfires impacting air quality in region 
https://observer-reporter.com/news/localnews/smoke-from-wildfires-impacting-air-quality-in-
region/article 41ffb8c0-ea40-11eb-a1c1-7ff85dd3245b.html  
 
CBS21: As wildfire smoke spreads, who's at risk? 
https://local21news.com/newsletter-daily/as-wildfire-smoke-spreads-whos-at-risk 
 
Conservation & Recreation 
 
Bradford Era: ANF requests comments on agreement for historic preservation 
https://www.bradfordera.com/news/anf-requests-comments-on-agreement-for-historic-
preservation/article a0b09b6e-59c3-553b-93ce-db6a62a3b6fb.html 
 
Butler Eagle: Hike to show off Jennings' blazing star 
http://www.butlereagle.com/article/20210721/NEWS01/210729887/-1/news01 
 
Ridgway Record: Ridgway Township Supervisors discuss Sandy Beach improvements at July meeting 



https://www.ridgwayrecord.com/news/ridgway-township-supervisors-discuss-sandy-beach-
improvements-at-july-meeting/article 716dcbbc-ea7a-11eb-8540-970e1c26f3be.html 
 
Times Observer: Improvement projects kick off at Crescent Park 
https://www.timesobserver.com/news/local-news/2021/07/improvement-projects-kick-off-at-crescent-
park/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Hollow Oak Land Trust to issue permits next month for hunting on conservation areas 
https://triblive.com/local/sewickley/hollow-oak-land-trust-to-issue-permits-next-month-for-hunting-on-
conservation-areas/  
 
Tribune-Review: Aspinwall Riverfront Park expands, changes name to Allegheny RiverTrail Park 
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/aspinwall-riverfront-park-expands-changes-name-to-
allegheny-rivertrail-park/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Unity latest community to weigh shared-road access for ATVs 
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/unity-latest-community-to-weigh-shared-road-access-for-atvs/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Pittsburgh man pleads guilty to trafficking endangered, invasive fish 
https://triblive.com/local/pittsburgh-man-pleads-guilty-to-trafficking-endangered-invasive-fish/  
 
Post-Gazette: Tropical fish store owner pleads guilty to trafficking endangered and invasive fish 
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/crime-courts/2021/07/20/ichiban-tropical-fish-store-pittsburgh-
owner-pleads-guilty-trafficking-anthony-nguyen-lacey-act-asian-arowana-invasive-
snakehead/stories/202107200197 
 
Tribune-Review: Pa. agriculture secretary tours 4 Pittsburgh urban farms 
https://triblive.com/local/pa-agriculture-secretary-tours-4-pittsburgh-urban-farms/ 
 
Post-Gazette: New e-scooter pilot program makes it easier to take a Spin in Pittsburgh 
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/transportation/2021/07/21/Spin-Pittsburgh-new-electric-e-
scooter-program-mobility-technology-app/stories/202107210096 
 
Pennlive: Would you stay in a yurt? More vacationers like the idea as interest in unique dwellings grows 
https://www.pennlive.com/life/2021/07/would-you-stay-in-a-yurt-more-vacationers-like-the-idea-as-
interest-in-unique-dwellings-grows.html 
 
Reading Eagle: Go fishing and explore wildlife with new Take It Outdoors programs 
https://www.readingeagle.com/lifestyle/go-fishing-and-explore-wildlife-with-new-take-it-outdoors-
programs/article 8c8a0487-fb41-5fb5-9f91-4f204964250b.html 
 
Pennlive: Firewood cutting restricted to protect bats on Pennsylvania state forests 
https://www.pennlive.com/life/2021/07/firewood-cutting-restricted-to-protect-bats-on-pennsylvania-
state-forests.html 
 
Pennlive: Mystery creature attacks Pennsylvania trail camera. We think we know what it was 
https://www.pennlive.com/life/2021/07/mystery-creature-attacks-pennsylvania-trail-camera-we-think-
we-know-what-it-was.html 



 
ABC27: Michaux State Forest in Franklin County closing road due to wind event 
https://www.abc27.com/news/environment/michaux-state-forest-in-franklin-county-closing-road-due-
to-wind-event/ 
 
Energy 
 
The Derrick: Concerns raised about solar farms at Venango meeting 
https://www.thederrick.com/news/front page/concerns-raised-about-solar-farms-at-venango-
meeting/article 2f56d055-64dc-5586-a62e-337894e281e3.html 
 
Beaver County Radio: Report: 30M Solar Homes Could Boost Jobs, Benefit Environment  
https://beavercountyradio.com/news/report-30m-solar-homes-could-boost-jobs-benefit-environment/  
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Pittsburgh launches e-scooter pilot as part of Move PGH 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2021/07/21/pittsburgh-launches-move-pgh-and-e-
scooter-pilot.html  
 
Tribune-Review: Letter to the editor: Time to embrace clean, renewable energy 
https://triblive.com/opinion/letter-to-the-editor-time-to-embrace-clean-renewable-energy/ 
 
Daily American: Library, conservation district & Camp Allegheny receive Community Foundation energy 
grants 
https://www.dailyamerican.com/story/news/2021/07/21/solar-energy-grants-have-been-awarded-
somerset-county-organizations/8019519002/ 
 
Mining 
 
Daily American: Organizer welcoming the public to annual '9-for-9' celebration at Quecreek 
https://www.dailyamerican.com/story/news/2021/07/22/quecreek-19th-anniversary/8039622002/ 
 
Oil and Gas 
 
Meadville Tribune: Titusville Opportunity Park getting more pipeline thanks to grant 
https://www.meadvilletribune.com/news/titusville-opportunity-park-getting-more-pipeline-thanks-to-
grant/article 8f898828-ea59-11eb-ba29-9be7c34512a6.html 
 
Latrobe Bulletin: Guest Editorials 
https://www.latrobebulletinnews.com/opinion/editorials/guest-editorials/article cada1575-9757-59b8-
a5ba-56776f1b8f4c.html  
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: CNX Resources announces it's already net carbon negative 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2021/07/22/cnx-net-carbon-negative.html  
 
Tribune-Review: Murrysville council hears proposal on gas-interconnect for fracking well 
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/murrysville-council-hears-proposal-on-gas-interconnect-for-
fracking-well/ 
 



Post-Gazette: Stop fracking 
https://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/letters/2021/07/22/Stop-fracking/stories/202107220079 
 
Post-Gazette: Millions in state forest gas lease spending ruled unconstitutional by Pa. Supreme Court 
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/powersource/2021/07/21/state-forest-Marcellus-Shale-gas-
lease-budget-unconstitutional-Pennsylvania-Supreme-Court/stories/202107210124  
 
Bloomberg Law: Pennsylvania Oil Money Slated for Conservation, Not General Fund 
https://news.bloomberglaw.com/us-law-week/pennsylvania-oil-money-slated-for-conservation-not-
general-fund 
 
Rolling Stone: The Oil and Gas Industry Produces Radioactive Waste. Lots of It 
https://www.rollingstone.com/politics/politics-news/oil-and-gas-industry-radioactive-waste-1199707/ 
 
ABC27: National Fuel proposes rate decrease for Pa. customers 
https://www.abc27.com/news/pennsylvania/national-fuel-proposes-rate-decrease-for-pa-customers/ 
 
Vector Management 
 
Erie Times: Erie County reports West Nile-infected mosquitoes, first positive case since 2019 
https://www.goerie.com/story/news/healthcare/2021/07/21/first-west-nile-virus-case-reported-erie-
county/8040675002/ 
 
WJET-TV: Mosquitoes in Harborcreek test positive for West Nile Virus 
https://www.yourerie.com/news/breaking-news/mosquitoes-in-harborcreek-test-positive-for-west-nile-
virus/ 
 
WICU-TV: Mosquitoes Test Positive for West Nile Virus 
https://www.erienewsnow.com/story/44352353/mosquitoes-test-positive-for-west-nile-virus 
 
WESA: Lyme Disease And COVID: How To Tell Symptoms Apart As Pennsylvania Hits Peak Tick Season 
https://www.wesa.fm/environment-energy/2021-07-22/lyme-disease-and-covid-how-to-tell-symptoms-
apart-as-pennsylvania-hits-peak-tick-season 
 
ABC27: Student ‘Squish Squad’ working to get rid of Pa.’s pesky Spotted Lanternfly 
https://www.abc27.com/news/environment/student-squish-squad-working-to-get-rid-of-pa-s-pesky-
spotted-lanternfly/ 
 
Waste 
 
KDKA: Hard-To-Recycle Events To Be Held In Allegheny County Next Month 
https://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2021/07/21/hard-to-recycle-events-allegheny-county-august/ 
 
Sunbury Daily Item: Renewable, biodegradable products create jobs (Opinion) 
https://www.dailyitem.com/opinion/renewable-biodegradable-products-create-jobs/article 7a62eeea-
ea30-11eb-84d5-67b49b4872af.html  
 
Philadelphia Inquirer: Philly streets are filthy, smelly, and City Hall’s solutions aren’t enough | Editorial 



https://www.inquirer.com/opinion/editorials/philadelphia-trash-delays-sanitation-20210721.html 
 
Water 
 
ABC27: Update: Boil water advisory lifted for Hershey for customers 
https://www.abc27.com/news/local/water-main-break-in-hershey-prompts-temporary-boil-water-
advisory-for-customers/ 
 
Butler Eagle: Summit to unveil sewage system plans 
http://www.butlereagle.com/article/20210722/NEWS01/210729801/-1/news01 
 
Butler Eagle: Fairview Twp. residents advised to boil water 
http://www.butlereagle.com/article/20210722/NEWS01/210729823/-1/news01 
 
Meadville Tribune: Titusville hit with second wave of flooding 
https://www.meadvilletribune.com/news/titusville-hit-with-second-wave-of-flooding/article 6a5cbb24-
ea63-11eb-8b26-13c4b257078e.html 
 
Meadville Tribune: MAWA on backup generator all last week 
https://www.meadvilletribune.com/news/mawa-on-backup-generator-all-last-week/article eb43cc20-
ea66-11eb-97ae-cf4ed95add60.html 
 
KDKA: Some McKeesport Residents Still Without Water 5 Days Later 
https://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2021/07/21/some-mckeesport-residents-still-without-water-5-days-
later/  
 
WPXI: DO NOT USE: With water advisory still in effect, people in McKeesport need to take these steps 
https://www.wpxi.com/news/top-stories/do-not-use-with-water-advisory-still-effect-people-
mckeesport-need-take-these-steps/2GX7WAD5RRALLJREAXVZRJYBYE/  
 
Tube City Almanac: 1st Water Tests Clean, Shuttle Buses Begin 
http://almanac.tubecityonline.com/almanac/?e=2394 
 
Latrobe Bulletin: Sunshine Act revisions discussed by LMA 
https://www.latrobebulletinnews.com/news/local/sunshine-act-revisions-discussed-by-
lma/article ddad10ef-5039-5d8d-8cd7-cd867f12303b.html 
 
New Pittsburgh Courier: As water bills rise, PWSA ramps up efforts to help low-income customers 
https://newpittsburghcourier.com/2021/07/21/as-water-bills-rise-pwsa-ramps-up-efforts-to-help-low-
income-customers/ 
 
Post-Gazette: McKeesport residents reminded to not use tap water 
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/health/2021/07/21/McKeesport-10th-ward-residents-reminded-
not-use-tap-water-drinking-bathing-cooking-MAWC/stories/202107210113 
 
Sunbury Daily Item: Reagan Street mitigation project to begin Monday 
https://www.dailyitem.com/news/reagan-street-mitigation-project-to-begin-monday/article 2a889930-
ea33-11eb-9d84-abbdd8a2d15e.html 



 
Sunbury Daily Item: Danville seeking FEMA OK of flood protection, lower insurance rates for residents, 
businesses 
https://www.dailyitem.com/the danville news/danville-seeking-fema-ok-of-flood-protection-lower-
insurance-rates-for-residents-businesses-copy/article 861e09d4-ea87-11eb-bf09-3325715a15d1.html 


