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Top DEP Stories 
 
Carlisle Sentinel: DEP issues Code Orange air quality alert for Cumberland County Tuesday as smoke 
from western wildfires rolls in 
https://cumberlink.com/news/local/dep-issues-code-orange-air-quality-alert-for-cumberland-county-
tuesday/article 34eae920-1720-54b9-b133-5223d1e52ddb.html 
 
KDKA Radio: Code Orange Air Quality issued across Pennsylvania due to wildfires in Canada 
https://www.audacy.com/kdkaradio/news/local/code-orange-air-quality-issued-across-pennsylvania  
 
Citizens’ Voice: Smoky haze from western fires blankets Northeast PA 
https://www.citizensvoice.com/news/smoky-haze-from-western-fires-blankets-northeast-
pa/article a7b91ddb-f5cf-5b86-ae0e-92719554fc8e.html 
 
Scranton Times: Smoky haze from western fires blankets Northeast PA 
https://www.thetimes-tribune.com/news/crime-emergencies/smoky-haze-from-western-fires-blankets-
northeast-pa/article 18f238ff-23d1-537a-82f8-e08acfe8709c.html 
 
Mentions 
 
Tribune-Review: DEP suspects pesticide or herbicide caused massive fish kill on Chartiers Creek 
https://triblive.com/local/regional/dep-suspects-pesticide-or-herbicide-caused-massive-fish-kill-on-
chartiers-creek/ 
 
Lock Haven Express: “We need this project.” Officials: Benefits from power plant are plenty, majority 
support investment 
https://www.lockhaven.com/news/local-news/2021/07/we-need-this-project/  
 
Air 
 
Bradford Era: The hazy days of summer in the region are result of wildfires in the West 
https://www.bradfordera.com/news/the-hazy-days-of-summer-in-the-region-are-result-of-wildfires-in-
the-west/article 8a468222-d0d7-51c3-9026-79c4b34b6737.html 
 
Times Observer: Smoke from wildfires bring air quality alerts 
https://www.timesobserver.com/news/local-news/2021/07/smoke-from-wildfires-bring-air-quality-
alerts/ 
 
WJET-TV: Massive western wildfires bring haze to East Coast 
https://www.yourerie.com/news/massive-western-wildfires-bring-haze-to-east-coast/ 
 
Morning Call: What is the AQI, and when is the last time the Lehigh Valley had air quality this bad? 
https://www.mcall.com/news/weather/mc-nws-air-quality-in-lehigh-valley-over-two-decades-
20210721-xzsd2ugcz5fazgmlqys3parzce-story.html 
 
Sunbury Daily Item: Massive wildfires in U.S. West bring haze to East Coast 



https://www.dailyitem.com/region/massive-wildfires-in-us-west-bring-haze-to-east-
coast/article 21a74007-6e15-59ad-aa68-147213881cae.html  
 
Towanda Daily Review: Burning ordinance update being mulled in Towanda Borough 
https://www.thedailyreview.com/news/local/burning-ordinance-update-being-mulled-in-towanda-
borough/article dfc116ac-f553-5cea-9ce6-b472d7464274.html  
 
Morning Call: Wildfire smoke altering the appearance of the sun, causing air quality issues for Lehigh 
Valley. How long will it continue? 
https://www.mcall.com/news/weather/mc-nws-wildfire-smoke-alters-appearance-of-sun-lehigh-valley-
20210720-egdlfk4tfzexfi6ky74tk7zja4-story.html 
 
Climate Change 
 
WESA: Limiting Carbon Emissions Could Eliminate About 90 Deaths A Year In The Region By 2030 
https://www.wesa.fm/show/the-confluence/2021-07-20/limiting-carbon-emissions-could-eliminate-
about-90-deaths-a-year-in-the-region-by-2030  
 
Pittsburgh City Paper: Wildfire smoke covers Pittsburgh and many parts of the Northeast 
https://www.pghcitypaper.com/pittsburgh/wildfire-smoke-covers-pittsburgh-and-many-parts-of-the-
northeast/Content?oid=19857426 
 
Post-Gazette: Pa. Sen. Toomey dismisses sweeping federal investment into infrastructure to guard 
against extreme weather events 
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/politics-nation/2021/07/20/Pa-Sen-Pat-Toomey-dismisses-
sweeping-federal-investment-into-infrastructure-to-guard-against-extreme-weather-events-Sherrod-
Brown-U-S-Senate/stories/202107200113 
 
Conservation & Recreation 
 
Kane Republican: DCNR Announces New Conversations Measures on State Forest to Protect Bats (pg 1) 
https://kanerepublican.pressreader.com/kane-republican 
 
Meadville Tribune: Conservancy scores big with 'Cussewago Meanders' property buy 
https://www.meadvilletribune.com/news/conservancy-scores-big-with-cussewago-meanders-property-
buy/article e400302e-e9b8-11eb-b952-73d875625ecc.html 
 
exploreVenango: DCNR Announces New Conservation Measures on State Forests to Protect Bats 
https://explorevenango.com/dcnr-announces-new-conservation-measures-on-state-forests-to-protect-
bats/ 
 
WPXI: Pittsburgh installs safe connector path for pedestrians and cyclists in Lawrenceville 
https://www.wpxi.com/news/top-stories/pittsburgh-installs-safe-connector-path-pedestrians-cyclists-
lawrenceville/MW34LRA3YFFVJHB5IHHXJKOY3E/ 
 
Tribune-Democrat: Portage group pushes trail project 
https://www.tribdem.com/news/portage-group-pushes-trail-project/article d16cdc76-e9ba-11eb-83f6-
6773d7b94581.html  



 
Tribune-Review: Bike and pedestrian path in Pittsburgh's Lawrenceville completed 
https://triblive.com/local/bike-and-pedestrian-path-in-pittsburghs-lawrenceville-completed/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Newly created Leechburg Angling Club promotes fishing on Kiski River, its tributaries 
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/newly-created-leechburg-angling-club-promotes-fishing-
on-kiski-river-its-tributaries/ 
 
Post-Gazette: Would you talk about the Allegheny River with researchers from the future? 
https://www.post-gazette.com/ae/art-architecture/2021/07/21/Future-Archive-artist-in-residence-
Allegheny-River-Riverlife-Pittsburgh-Creative-Corps/stories/202107160146 
 
Post-Gazette: Experts still searching for answers to songbird disease; native plants fill gaps for empty 
feeders 
https://www.post-gazette.com/life/outdoors/2021/07/20/Wildlife-experts-songbird-disease-feeding-
birds-native-plants-pennsylvania-game-commission-penn/stories/202107200124 
 
Renovo Record: DCNR announces new conservation measures on state forests to protect bats 
https://therecord-online.com/site/archives/71710  
 
Milton Standard-Journal: DCNR announces conservation measures in state forest to protect bats 
https://www.standard-journal.com/news/local/article b2d12984-e805-58eb-a588-ebfc278115f6.html  
 
Sayre Morning Times: Celebrating 65 years of local conservation 
http://www.morning-times.com/news/article 5cbaef32-9dd7-5c08-a146-780b0a9f7bf0.html  
 
Towanda Daily Review: Reflecting on 65 years of the Bradford County Conservation District 
(Conservation Corner Column) 
https://www.thedailyreview.com/news/local/reflecting-on-65-years/article a0988b14-33d9-5315-
b293-d6084154b4fb.html  
 
Towanda Daily Review: Celebrating 65 years of local conservation 
https://www.thedailyreview.com/news/local/celebrating-65-years-of-local-
conservation/article b851305f-89d3-55bd-bcc3-8193fe6e13a7.html  
 
Milton Standard Journal: PPL giving back to Mother Nature 
https://www.standard-journal.com/opinion/article ced41ae0-6571-5f42-8871-d79714c16d30.html  
  
Lancaster Newspapers: How to see Lancaster County's top flowers and pollinator plants, plus idea 
gardens, for free 
https://lancasteronline.com/features/home garden/how-to-see-lancaster-countys-top-flowers-and-
pollinator-plants-plus-idea-gardens-for-free/article 81972ffc-e98e-11eb-8328-17a2efa4614e.html 
 
Altoona Mirror: DCNR limits tree cutting to aid bats 
https://www.altoonamirror.com/news/local-news/2021/07/dcnr-limits-tree-cutting-to-aid-bats/ 
 
Energy 
 



Pittsburgh Business Times: Closing date for Cheswick Power Station delayed 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2021/07/20/closing-date-for-cheswick-power-station-
delayed.html  
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Greene County works toward sustainable economic drivers 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2021/07/20/greene-county-sustainable-economic-
driver.html  
 
Daily American: Library, conservation district & Camp Allegheny receive Community Foundation energy 
grants 
https://www.dailyamerican.com/story/news/2021/07/21/solar-energy-grants-have-been-awarded-
somerset-county-organizations/8019519002/ 
 
Post-Gazette: Energy salespeople can start going door-to-door again, Pa. regulators say 
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/powersource/2021/07/21/pennsylvania-public-utility-
commission-puc-door-to-door-sales-electricity-natural-gas-covid-pandemic-
hiatus/stories/202107200190 
 
Environmental Cleanup & Brownfields 
 
Times Observer: Clarendon property gives RDA trouble 
https://www.timesobserver.com/news/local-news/2021/07/clarendon-property-gives-rda-trouble/ 
 
Oil and Gas 
 
StateImpact PA: Chester County Commissioners urge PUC to act as Mariner East pipeline construction 
causes more sinkholes 
https://stateimpact.npr.org/pennsylvania/2021/07/20/chester-county-commissioners-ask-puc-to-act-
as-mariner-east-pipeline-construction-causes-more-sinkholes/ 
 
WICU-TV: State Approves More than $42,000 for Natural Gas Pipeline at Titusville Opportunity Park 
https://www.erienewsnow.com/story/44344895/state-approves-more-than-dollar42000-for-natural-
gas-pipeline-at-titusville-opportunity-park 
 
Rolling Stone: The Oil and Gas Industry Produces Radioactive Waste. Lots of It 
https://www.rollingstone.com/politics/politics-news/oil-and-gas-industry-radioactive-waste-1199707/ 
 
Beaver County Radio: Reports: What PA, Appalachia Can Learn from Natural Gas Boom’s Failure 
https://beavercountyradio.com/news/reports-what-pa-appalachia-can-learn-from-natural-gas-booms-
failure/  
 
Scranton Times: Old wells spew methane 
https://www.thetimes-tribune.com/opinion/old-wells-spew-methane/article 235fc1d3-8461-5a80-
b156-8375a6407a89.html 
 
AP: New cybersecurity order issued for US pipeline operators 
https://apnews.com/article/technology-europe-business-government-and-politics-
3f1f19b1c6b03524bc290844bfd74675 



 
Radiation Protection 
 
Penn State News: Nuclear science, engineering spark collaborations across Penn State 
https://news.psu.edu/story/664123/2021/07/20/research/nuclear-science-engineering-spark-
collaborations-across-penn-state 
 
Vector Management 
 
Pennlive: West Nile Virus found in York County: officials 
https://www.pennlive.com/news/2021/07/west-nile-virus-found-in-york-county-officials.html 
 
Waste 
 
Beaver County Radio: Valley Waste Driver Shortage Delays Trash Pick-up in Some Areas 
https://beavercountyradio.com/news/valley-waste-driver-shortage-delays-trash-pick-up-in-some-areas/  
 
Mon Valley Independent: White Oak makes progress with late garbage bills 
https://monvalleyindependent.com/2021/07/white-oak-makes-progress-with-late-garbage-bills/ 
 
Mon Valley Independent: North Charleroi: Mayor says garbage rules being ignored 
https://monvalleyindependent.com/2021/07/north-charleroi-mayor-says-garbage-rules-being-ignored/ 
 
Tribune-Review: North Huntingdon, trash hauler to part ways at end of year 
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/north-huntingdon-trash-hauler-to-part-ways-at-end-of-year/ 
 
WHYY: ‘Gotta get a bucket’: Media Borough debuts municipal-wide composting program 
https://whyy.org/articles/gotta-get-a-bucket-media-borough-debuts-municipal-wide-composting-
program/ 
 
Water 
 
Bradford Era: Bradford Water Authority shares update on stormwater review, wet weather events 
https://www.bradfordera.com/news/bradford-water-authority-shares-update-on-stormwater-review-
wet-weather-events/article 8e533933-36f2-5af4-ab29-9d816ff5c9ae.html 
 
exploreClarion: Emlenton Fire Department Issues High Water Warning 
https://www.exploreclarion.com/2021/07/20/emlenton-fire-department-issues-high-water-warning/ 
 
WJET-TV: Storms cause more flooding in Titusville overnight 
https://www.yourerie.com/news/local-news/watch-storms-cause-more-flooding-in-titusville-overnight/ 
 
Standard-Speaker: Many dams considered "high hazard" but not in danger of failing  
https://www.standardspeaker.com/news/many-dams-considered-high-hazard-but-not-in-danger-of-
failing/article 83e54397-491a-581d-b11b-3d2593818b3f.html 
 
WTAE: Hundreds in McKeesport warned to not drink water, could contain harmful chemicals 



https://www.wtae.com/article/hundreds-in-mckeesport-warned-to-not-drink-water-could-contain-
harmful-chemicals/37054356 
 
WPXI: DO NOT USE: Water advisory still in effect after more testing is needed 
https://www.wpxi.com/news/top-stories/do-not-use-water-advisory-last-least-week-after-foam-
possibly-entered-system/2GX7WAD5RRALLJREAXVZRJYBYE/ 
 
WTAE: With flooding persistent, PennDOT reminds property owners most storm drains are their 
responsibility 
https://www.wtae.com/article/with-flooding-persistent-penndot-reminds-property-owners-most-
storm-drains-are-their-responsibility/37082332  
 
Mon Valley Independent: Neighbors provide help in McKeesport water crisis 
https://monvalleyindependent.com/2021/07/neighbors-provide-help-in-mckeesport-water-crisis/ 
 
Post-Gazette: Officials have no timeline on end to McKeesport water contamination 
https://www.post-gazette.com/local/south/2021/07/20/Water-officials-still-working-to-purify-tap-
water-in-McKeesport/stories/202107200117 
 
Penn State Cooperative Extension: Don’t let your property go down the stream: Streamscape! 
https://extension.psu.edu/dont-let-your-property-go-down-the-stream-streamscape 
 
NorthcentralPA.com: Exchange art gallery in Bloomsburg asking for art and memorabilia from 2011 
flood for impending exhibit 
https://www.northcentralpa.com/news/exchange-art-gallery-in-bloomsburg-asking-for-art-and-
memorabilia-from-2011-flood-for-impending/article d3ee3522-e8c4-11eb-95a7-1376cb9e31c8.html 
 
Altoona Mirror: Requests for aid flood meeting 
https://www.altoonamirror.com/news/local-news/2021/07/requests-for-aid-flood-meeting/ 
 
Miscellaneous 
 
News Penguin: 'Gray smoke visible from space'... US wildfires continue 
https://www.newspenguin.com/news/articleView.html?idxno=5048 
 
Bradford Era: Eleven Mile Road to have one-day closure for pipe work 
https://www.bradfordera.com/news/eleven-mile-road-to-have-one-day-closure-for-pipe-
work/article 5ea1edd6-3c54-5ffa-96cc-a129ed2a99d9.html 
 
WESA: Compost Bins And Stormwater Runoff Solutions: Students Reimagine A More Sustainable 
Monroeville Mall   
https://www.wesa.fm/environment-energy/2021-07-20/local-students-win-reimagine-monroeville-
mall-sustainability-essay-contest 
 
Pittsburgh City Paper: Light-rail up the Allegheny, aerial trams over the Hill District, and other public 
transit proposals seeking public input 
https://www.pghcitypaper.com/pittsburgh/light-rail-up-the-allegheny-aerial-trams-over-the-hill-district-
and-other-public-transit-proposals-seeking-public-input/Content?oid=19859304 



 
Tribune-Review: Ben Bear: Pittsburgh’s innovative spirit is making it a leader in car-free mobility 
https://triblive.com/opinion/ben-bear-pittsburghs-innovative-spirit-is-making-it-a-leader-in-car-free-
mobility/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Bridgeville receives grant to acquire, demolish flood-prone properties 
https://triblive.com/local/carlynton/bridgeville-receives-grant-to-acquire-and-demolish-flood-prone-
properties/ 
 
Sayre Morning Times: Fire training facility gets county planning approval 
http://www.morning-times.com/news/article 200e479c-3c37-562e-bb5d-de884a7605de.html 
 
Sunbury Daily Item: Milton project delayed; fall sports to be held in Danville 
https://www.dailyitem.com/news/milton-project-delayed-fall-sports-to-be-held-in-
danville/article 2591e97c-e96b-11eb-bca7-532ab2bd8734.html  
 
Sunbury Daily Item: Northumberland firm buys land, plans expansion for 450 jobs in Union County 
https://www.dailyitem.com/business/northumberland-firm-buys-land-plans-expansion-for-450-
jobs/article e7d8bd1a-e99f-11eb-bff2-4b278eee1df8.html 
 
Pennlive: How Pennsylvania wildlife beats the heat; some are really disgusting 
https://www.pennlive.com/life/2021/07/how-pennsylvania-wildlife-beats-the-heat-some-are-really-
disgusting.html 
 
Pennsylvania Business Report: Meeting discusses future of manufacturing, decarbonization in 
Pennsylvania 
https://pennbizreport.com/news/20540-meeting-discusses-future-of-manufacturing-decarbonization-
in-pennsylvania/ 


