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Top DEP Stories 
 
Morning Call: DEP includes Lehigh Valley in Code Orange range Tuesday for wildfire particulate 
pollution, warns people with respiratory problems 
https://www.mcall.com/news/local/mc-nws-lehigh-valley-code-orange-canada-wildfire-particulates-
20210719-7fgallrc65dsnkcyuywjqsisle-story.html 
 
York Dispatch: Smoke from Canadian wildfires causes air quality action day for most of Pa. Tuesday 
https://www.yorkdispatch.com/story/news/local/2021/07/19/smoke-canadian-wildfires-causes-air-
quality-action-day-most-pa-tuesday/8019223002/ 
 
My Twin Tiers: Pennsylvania to join Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative 
https://www.mytwintiers.com/news-cat/pennsylvania-news/pennsylvania-to-join-regional-greenhouse-
gas-initiative/  
 
Shamokin News Item: Secretary of the Interior visits AOAA during tour of Pennsylvania 
https://www.newsitem.com/news/local/secretary-of-the-interior-visits-aoaa-during-tour-of-
pennsylvania/article 0c521288-424a-55ae-af47-2f439ad6af65.html 
 
Mentions 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Why it could be a bumpy road for RGGI in the next several months 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2021/07/13/what-next-for-rggi-in-pennsylvania.html 
 
KDKA: Code Orange Air Quality Action Day Issued For Pittsburgh Area Due To Wildfires In Canada 
https://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2021/07/19/code-orange-air-quality-action-day-pennsylvania-canada-
wildfires/ 
 
WTAE: Code Orange Air Quality Action Day issued for western Pa. on Tuesday due to smoke from 
wildfires in Canada 
https://www.wtae.com/article/code-orange-air-quality-action-day-issued-for-western-pa-on-tuesday-
due-to-smoke-from-wildfires-in-canada/37069499 
 
Tribune-Review: Code Orange air quality action day issued for Western Pa. on Tuesday 
https://triblive.com/local/regional/code-orange-air-quality-action-day-issued-for-western-pa-on-
tuesday/ 
 
WPXI: Air quality alert issued due to Canadian wildfire smoke 
https://www.wpxi.com/weather/air-quality-alert-issued-due-canadian-wildfire-
smoke/3ZYEFKBFOVESFGYYFXF5MLAKHY/  
 
Post-Gazette: WEATHER: Pittsburgh area under Code Orange air quality alert today 
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/environment/2021/07/19/pittsburgh-area-pa-air-quality-code-
orange-action-day-allegheny-county-tuesday-july-19-2021-canada-wildfire-
smoke/stories/202107190126 
 



KDKA: DEP Suspects Pesticides Or Herbicides Killed Thousands Of Fish In Chartiers Creek 
https://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2021/07/19/pesticide-herbicide-chartiers-creek-dead-fish/  
 
KDKA Radio: DEP suspects pesticide killed thousands of fish in Chartiers Creek 
https://www.audacy.com/kdkaradio/news/local/pesticide-suspected-after-1000s-of-fish-killed-in-creek 
 
Post-Gazette: Investigation into Chartiers Creek fish kill continues 
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/environment/2021/07/19/Investigation-Chartiers-Creek-fish-kill-
pennsylvania-DEP/stories/202107190104  
 
Observer-Reporter: DEP investigating dead fish in chartiers creek 
https://observer-reporter.com/news/localnews/dep-investigating-dead-fish-in-chartiers-
creek/article 24a53736-e88e-11eb-9553-f36dd37526a0.html 
 
Clean Air Council: Council Supports Closing Fracking Waste Loopholes that Contaminate Drinking Water 
https://cleanair.org/council-supports-closing-fracking-waste-loopholes-that-contaminate-drinking-
water/ 
 
Shamokin News Item: SCRA receives grant to restore banks of Quaker Run in Kulpmont 
https://www.newsitem.com/news/local/scra-receives-grant-to-restore-banks-of-quaker-run-in-
kulpmont/article 351c6db9-1766-5ce7-a504-8fb5f074d6e3.html 
 
Air 
 
Morning Call: Smoke from western wildfires reaches Lehigh Valley. Expect haze and unhealthy 
conditions. 
https://www.lehighvalleylive.com/weather/2021/07/smoke-from-western-wildfires-reaches-lehigh-
valley-expect-haze-and-unhealthy-conditions.html 
 
Climate Change 
 
The Guardian: Emissions will hit record high by 2023 if green recovery fails, says IEA 
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/jul/20/emissions-record-high-by-2023-if-green-
recovery-fails-says-iea 
 
Conservation & Recreation 
 
Times Observer: ANF eyes restriction on wildlife feeding 
https://www.timesobserver.com/news/local-news/2021/07/anf-eyes-restriction-on-wildlife-feeding/ 
 
Erie Times: Ban on feeding animals proposed in Allegheny National Forest 
https://www.goerie.com/story/sports/outdoors/2021/07/19/ban-feeding-animals-proposed-deer-
whitetail-allegheny-national-forest-cwd-chronic-wasting-disease/8011023002/ 
 
Herald-Standard: Mysterious illness plagues Pennsylvania songbirds 
https://www.heraldstandard.com/news/local news/mysterious-illness-plagues-pennsylvania-
songbirds/article d41adecb-37c9-5311-95eb-7ee1b7361d85.html  
 



Tribune-Review: Boaters beware: High waters on Allegheny River from Kinzua to Pittsburgh for 5-7 days 
https://triblive.com/local/regional/boaters-beware-high-waters-on-allegheny-river-from-kinzua-to-
pittsburgh-for-5-7-days/ 
 
Sunbury Daily Item: Timbering project explored in Zerbe Township 
https://www.dailyitem.com/news/timbering-project-explored-in-zerbe-township/article eb00d9c8-
e8c8-11eb-b7b9-af7295c7769c.html 
 
Energy 
 
Bradford Era: New Energy Freedom refinery to produce carbon-negative fuel from America's ag wastes 
https://www.bradfordera.com/news/state/new-energy-freedom-refinery-to-produce-carbon-negative-
fuel-from-americas-ag-wastes/article 65f146a9-6df6-58da-95a4-70e32147cf39.html 
 
The Guardian: ‘Reckless’: G20 states subsidised fossil fuels by $3tn since 2015, says report 
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/jul/20/g20-states-subsidised-fossil-fuels-2015-coal-
oil-gas-cliamte-crisis  
 
Lancaster Newspapers: Energy production key to state’s environmental future [column] 
https://lancasteronline.com/opinion/columnists/energy-production-key-to-state-s-environmental-
future-column/article 0cde72d6-e8b9-11eb-8b1e-0f333587ea59.html 
 
Lock Haven Express: Citizens voice concerns about Renovo gas-fired power plant 
https://www.lockhaven.com/news/local-news/2021/07/citizens-voice-concerns-about-renovo-gas-
fired-power-plant/  
 
Sunbury Daily Item: You will not regret going electric (LTE) 
https://www.dailyitem.com/opinion/you-will-not-regret-going-electric/article ec3d773a-e09c-11eb-
9b7d-935e056fd403.html 
 
Environmental Cleanup & Brownfields 
 
Times Observer: Volunteers sought for annual river cleanup 
https://www.timesobserver.com/news/local-news/2021/07/volunteers-sought-for-annual-river-
cleanup/ 
 
Sunbury Daily Item: Industrial hemp manufacturer moving into Sunbury Textile Mills 
https://www.dailyitem.com/news/update-industrial-hemp-manufacturer-moving-into-sunbury-textile-
mills/article 0aa34a18-e8a1-11eb-80ef-8b1b09cc33eb.html  
 
Renovo Record: City gets warrant to enter Fallon Hotel 
https://therecord-online.com/site/archives/71697 
 
Mining 
 
Scranton Times: Coal used in landscaping on Mulberry Street medians 
https://www.thetimes-tribune.com/news/coal-used-in-landscaping-on-mulberry-street-
medians/article d91625df-4ef5-5d57-8c4a-858a3d752da6.html 



 
Middle Susquehanna Riverkeeper Blog: The many faces of AMD: Abandoned mine drainage scars 
thousands of miles of waterways throughout region 
http://www.middlesusquehannariverkeeper.org/blog/the-many-faces-of-amd-abandoned-mine-
drainage-scars-thousands-of-miles-of-waterways-through-region 
 
Oil and Gas 
 
KDKA Radio: Gas prices in western PA, across the country continue to climb  
https://www.audacy.com/kdkaradio/news/local/gas-prices-in-western-pa-country-continue-to-climb 
 
Post-Gazette: Pennsylvania regulators propose new pipeline rules where industry says none are needed 
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/powersource/2021/07/20/pa-puc-regulations-hazardous-
liquid-pipelines-mariner-east-pipeline-pennsylvania-rules/stories/202107190010  
 
West Chester Patch.com: Series Of Sinkholes Spurs Action In Chesco To Halt Pipeline Work 
https://patch.com/pennsylvania/westchester/series-sinkholes-spurs-action-chesco-halt-pipeline-work 
 
CBS3 Philly: Chester County Officials Ask For Halt On Mariner East Pipeline Operations Due To Multiple 
Sinkholes 
https://philadelphia.cbslocal.com/2021/07/19/chester-county-officials-ask-for-halt-on-mariner-east-
pipeline-operations-due-to-multiple-sinkholes/ 
 
Waste 
 
Mon Valley Independent: North Charleroi: Mayor says garbage rules being ignored 
https://monvalleyindependent.com/2021/07/north-charleroi-mayor-says-garbage-rules-being-ignored/  
 
NorthcentralPA.com: Illegal dumping continues to cause problems for boroughs, townships, and 
charitable organizations 
https://www.northcentralpa.com/community/illegal-dumping-continues-to-cause-problems-for-
boroughs-townships-and-charitable-organizations/article 39908c00-e8ce-11eb-8d72-
770f539cd89b.html  
 
Shamokin News-Item: Recycling center employee injured in industrial accident 
https://www.newsitem.com/news/local/recycling-center-employee-injured-in-industrial-
accident/article b8addf4c-0ca3-5ede-851c-a690c108ac0b.html 
 
Water 
 
Erie Times: No dog swimming allowed at nine Erie County waterfront locations 
https://www.goerie.com/story/news/healthcare/2021/07/19/harmful-algal-blooms-spark-dog-
swimming-warnings-erie-county/8012218002/ 
 
Meadville Tribune: Two area waterways affected by heavy rains 
https://www.meadvilletribune.com/news/full-story-two-area-waterways-affected-by-heavy-
rains/article 800a821c-e8c9-11eb-80a8-af6dcea9a0f0.html 
 



Times Observer: ‘A Raging River’ 
https://www.timesobserver.com/news/local-news/2021/07/a-raging-river/ 
 
Waterlandlife.org: Planning Conservation Efforts in the Cush Creek Watershed 
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/450093f5b872401093d3e0d764700465 
 
WJET-TV: Titusville officials and residents seek solutions for flooding problems 
https://www.yourerie.com/news/local-news/titusville-officials-and-residents-seek-solutions-for-
flooding-problems/ 
 
WJET-TV: Highwater continues to cause issues at Conneaut Lake 
https://www.yourerie.com/news/local-news/highwater-continues-to-cause-issues-at-conneaut-lake/ 
 
WICU-TV: Rushing Waters Create Dangerous Conditions on French Creek 
https://www.erienewsnow.com/story/44335747/three-days-of-rescue-calls-for-kayakers-on-french-
creek-making-residents-worry 
 
KDKA Radio: McKeesport residents frustrated as they go at least a week without water 
https://www.audacy.com/kdkaradio/news/local/mckeesport-frustrated-with-lack-of-water-after-fire  
 
KDKA: Showers Available At McKeesport Area High School For Residents Under Water Advisory 
https://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2021/07/19/showers-available-at-mckeesport-area-high-school-for-
residents-under-water-advisory/ 
 
Tube City Almanac: City Pressing Water Authority on Testing 
http://almanac.tubecityonline.com/almanac/?e=2392  
 
Tube City Almanac: Deputy Chief: ’Helpless’ Feeling as Fire Erupted 
http://almanac.tubecityonline.com/almanac/?e=2390 
 
PublicSource: As water bills rise, PWSA ramps up efforts to help low-income customers 
https://www.publicsource.org/pwsa-water-low-income-poverty-assistance-discount-pittsburgh/  
 
PublicSource: How much help do low-income Pittsburghers get on their water bills? Depends on which 
utility does the helping.  
https://www.publicsource.org/water-sewage-assistance-poverty-pwsa-alcosan-american-water-
wilkinsburg-penn/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Several steps to be taken before water supply can be deemed safe for McKeesport's 
Lower 10th Ward residents 
https://triblive.com/local/several-steps-to-be-taken-before-water-supply-can-be-deemed-safe-for-
mckeesports-lower-10th-ward-residents/ 
 
Penn State Extension: Groundwater Quality Study in Six PA Counties Completed 
https://extension.psu.edu/groundwater-quality-study-in-six-pa-counties-completed  
 
NorthcentralPA.com: The many faces of AMD: Abandoned mine drainage scars thousands of miles of 
waterways throughout region 



https://www.northcentralpa.com/life/outdoors/the-many-faces-of-amd-abandoned-mine-drainage-
scars-thousands-of-miles-of-waterways-through/article 1dc43e56-e827-11eb-90ca-bf45b36667bb.html  
 
Shamokin News-Item: Lutz steps down from KMHJSA finance committee 
https://www.newsitem.com/news/local/lutz-steps-down-from-kmhjsa-finance-
committee/article 9233c4f8-cf8e-5a8e-9f06-b5315c790f1e.html 
 
Miscellaneous 
 
KDKA: Churchill Borough Council Holds First Public Hearing On Proposed Amazon Distribution Center 
https://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2021/07/19/churchill-borough-council-public-hearing-proposed-
amazon-distribution-center/ 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Churchill to test the limits of Zoom with hearings for huge Amazon facility 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2021/07/20/churchill-hears-testimony-on-amazon-
facility.html 
 
WPXI: Residents worried about crumbling hillside in Pittsburgh neighborhood 
https://www.wpxi.com/news/top-stories/residents-worried-about-crumbling-hillside-pittsburgh-
neighborhood/WZO3ER3REJHTTD2BNYAL2GT6KA/ 
 
Post-Gazette: Churchill residents protest as borough council begins hearing on possible Amazon facility 
https://www.post-gazette.com/local/east/2021/07/19/westinghouse-research-and-technology-park-
hillwood-amazon-churchill-borough-council-hearing/stories/202107190144 
 
PennLive: $865M Central Susquehanna Valley Thruway construction project on schedule: PennDOT 
https://www.pennlive.com/news/2021/07/865-central-susquehanna-valley-thruway-construction-
project-on-schedule-penndot.html  
 
CNN: Deadly floods inundated parts of Europe, but the Netherlands avoided fatalities. Here's why 
https://www.cnn.com/2021/07/19/world/netherlands-germany-flood-defense-warning-system-intl-
cmd/index.html 


