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Top DEP Stories 
 
Reading Eagle: EPA planning a public meeting on the cleanup of Exide Superfund site in Berks 
https://www.readingeagle.com/local-news/epa-planning-a-public-meeting-on-the-cleanup-of-exide-
superfund-site-in-berks/article 097c0cbe-db55-11eb-8f98-6b0f47117e32.html 
 
WITF/StateImpact PA: DEP report: Pennsylvania extracted more natural gas than ever during pandemic 
https://stateimpact.npr.org/pennsylvania/2021/07/03/dep-report-pennsylvania-extracted-more-
natural-gas-than-ever-during-pandemic/ 
 
WFMZ: DEP issues Code Orange air quality day for Tuesday 
https://www.wfmz.com/news/area/berks/dep-issues-code-orange-air-quality-day-for-
tuesday/article 8ae600b4-ddc8-11eb-9c06-6f68fe8edf20.html 
 
KDKA: The Potential Impact Energy Plan ‘RGGI’ May Have On Pennsylvanians’ Electric Bills Debated 
https://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2021/07/05/rggi-pennsylvania-electric-bills/ 
 
KDKA Radio: Code Orange Air Quality Action Day issued across local counties on Tuesday 
https://www.audacy.com/kdkaradio/news/state/code-orange-air-quality-action-day-issued-tuesday  
 
WPXI: Code Orange Air Quality Alert in effect for parts of Pennsylvania 
https://www.wpxi.com/news/top-stories/code-orange-air-quality-alert-effect-parts-
pennsylvania/HGEQAM4HIZFBBNEBZM7IJXWHKU/ 
 
WTAE: Code Orange Air Quality Action Day issued for most of western Pennsylvania Tuesday 
https://www.wtae.com/article/code-orange-air-quality-action-day-issued-for-most-of-western-
pennsylvania-tuesday/36933128 
 
KDKA: Code Orange Air Quality Action Day Issued For Most Of Pittsburgh Area Tuesday 
https://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2021/07/05/pittsburgh-code-orange-air-quality-action-day-pittsburgh/  
 
Post-Gazette: Pittsburgh region under Code Orange air quality alert on hot and muggy Tuesday 
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/environment/2021/07/06/Pittsburgh-Code-Orange-air-quality-
alert-weather-hot-forecast-Tuesday-Allegheny-County-National-Weather-Service/stories/202107060080 
 
Tribune-Review: Air quality action day advisory in place for Southwestern Pennsylvania 
https://triblive.com/local/regional/air-quality-action-day-advisory-in-place/ 
 
Mentions 
 
Bradford Era: Forest Service accepting comments on plugging wells 
https://www.bradfordera.com/news/forest-service-accepting-comments-on-plugging-
wells/article 1e25d2f4-356a-5f78-9a9a-3cd646cc2fbb.html 
 
Kane Republican: Public comments welcomed on orpanaded and abandoned oil and gas well plugging 
(pg 1) 



https://kanerepublican.pressreader.com/kane-republican/20210703 
 
Times Observer: ANF working to plug 18 abandoned wells 
https://www.timesobserver.com/news/local-news/2021/07/anf-working-to-plug-18-abandoned-wells/ 
 
Indiana Gazette: Local watershed association completes mine drainage treatment project 
https://www.indianagazette.com/news/local-watershed-association-completes-mine-drainage-
treatment-project/article cbef674b-8136-5984-9dcf-26ce818a147c.html 
 
WHYY: DEP report: Pennsylvania extracted more natural gas than ever during pandemic 
https://whyy.org/articles/dep-report-pennsylvania-extracted-more-natural-gas-than-ever-during-
pandemic/ 
 
NorthcentralPA.com: New legislation would commit PA to investing in workforce development while 
combating climate change 
https://www.northcentralpa.com/news/new-legislation-would-commit-pa-to-investing-in-workforce-
development-while-combating-climate-change/article 701f3cf4-d243-11eb-9685-1fe915132357.html 
 
RGGI 
 
WITF/StateImpact PA: Report offers case studies for how Pa. could help areas affected by RGGI 
https://stateimpact.npr.org/pennsylvania/2021/07/06/report-offers-case-studies-for-how-pa-could-
help-areas-affected-by-rggi/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Letter to the editor: RGGI a win-win for Pa. 
https://triblive.com/opinion/letter-to-the-editor-rggi-a-win-win-for-pa/  
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: RGGI on the agenda for Pennsylvania Environmental Quality Board 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2021/07/05/rggi-on-the-agenda-for-pennsylvania-
board.html 
 
PFAS 
 
Beaver County Times: Pennsylvania earmarks $1.6 million for PFAS cancer study 
https://www.timesonline.com/story/news/2021/07/05/pennsylvania-earmarks-1-6-million-pfas-cancer-
study-temple-university-unwell-water-pfas-horsham/7826350002/ 
 
Air 
 
Reading Eagle: Berks under heat advisory and air quality alert 
https://www.readingeagle.com/local-news/berks-under-heat-advisory-and-air-quality-
alert/article 11852c48-de56-11eb-a99e-d311e0a29676.html 
 
WITF/StateImpact PA: Environmental groups seek pre-trial ruling against U.S. Steel 
https://stateimpact.npr.org/pennsylvania/2021/07/06/environmental-groups-seek-pre-trial-ruling-
against-u-s-steel/ 
 
WITF/StateImpact PA: You might want to mask up: Fireworks cause spikes in air pollution 



https://stateimpact.npr.org/pennsylvania/2021/07/02/you-might-want-to-mask-up-fireworks-cause-
spikes-in-air-pollution/ 
 
Allegheny Front: Environmental Groups Seek Pre-Trail Ruling Against U.S. Steel 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/environmental-groups-seek-pre-trail-ruling-against-u-s-steel/  
 
WESA: Environmental Groups Seek Pre-Trial Ruling Against U.S. Steel 
https://www.wesa.fm/environment-energy/2021-07-05/environmental-groups-seek-pre-trial-ruling-
against-u-s-steel 
 
WESA: You Might Want To Mask Up: Fireworks Cause Spikes In Air Pollution 
https://www.wesa.fm/environment-energy/2021-07-04/you-might-want-to-mask-up-fireworks-cause-
spikes-in-air-pollution 
 
WPXI: Allegheny County reports air quality alert due to fireworks 
https://www.wpxi.com/news/top-stories/allegheny-county-reports-air-quality-alert-due-
fireworks/3CX7PHAEZ5F2JMXJXTMHXISARE/  
 
Pittsburgh City Paper: Allegheny County air quality dips into unhealthy range after July 4 fireworks 
https://www.pghcitypaper.com/pittsburgh/allegheny-county-air-quality-dips-into-unhealthy-range-
after-july-4-fireworks/Content?oid=19786353 
 
Post-Gazette: Allegheny County air quality poor at Parkway East, Liberty monitors 
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/environment/2021/07/05/Allegheny-County-air-quality-index-
pollution-poor-unhealthy-Parkway-East-Liberty-monitors/stories/202107050083  
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: U.S. Steel faces lawsuit alleging 12,000 Clean Air Act violations 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2021/07/02/us-steel-faces-lawsuit-alleging-
violations.html 
 
On the Pulse: The history of the Volkswagen emissions scandal 
https://onthepulsenews.com/the-history-of-the-volkswagen-emissions-scandal/  
 
Climate Change 
 
Lock Haven Express: Infrastructure deal must focus on climate, activists say 
https://www.lockhaven.com/news/local-news/2021/07/infrastructure-deal-must-focus-on-climate-
activists-say/  
 
Conservation & Recreation 
 
Erie Times: Proposal for mountain biking trails in Six Mile Creek Park going to Harborcreek supervisors 
https://www.goerie.com/story/news/local/2021/07/03/six-mile-creek-park-whats-next-for-proposed-
mountain-bike-trails-in-harborcreek/7779841002/ 
 
Corry Journal: Eastern Rails Park to become a reality 
http://www.thecorryjournal.com/news/article 3b714350-db4c-11eb-a3f5-83d17e506261.html 
 



WJET-TV: Growing amount of trash at Presque Isle State Park becoming a concern to visitors 
https://www.yourerie.com/news/local-news/growing-amount-of-trash-at-presque-isle-state-park-
becoming-a-concern-to-visitors/ 
 
WICU-TV: Edinboro Graduates Form 'Fish Gods' to Help Reduce Pollution: Giving You The Business 
https://www.erienewsnow.com/story/44243401/clean-earth-bag-company-founded-by-edinboro-
alumni-group-giving-you-the-business 
 
Reading Eagle: 5 Berks County farms permanently protected from development 
https://www.readingeagle.com/berks-country/5-berks-county-farms-permanently-protected-from-
development/article 0ffa3b14-d8c7-11eb-bcba-8b1e44cb2009.html 
 
KDKA Radio: Mystery bird illness emerges, experts recommend removal of feeders 
https://www.audacy.com/kdkaradio/news/local/mystery-bird-illness-emerges-public-asked-to-remove-
feeders 
 
Allegheny Front: Public Asked to Remove Bird Feeders to Slow Spread of Mysterious Bird Disease in Pa. 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/public-asked-to-remove-bird-feeders-to-slow-spread-of-mysterious-
bird-disease-in-pa/  
 
WESA: An Experimental Treatment Shows Promise In Helping Bats Weather A Deadly Fungus 
https://www.wesa.fm/environment-energy/2021-07-04/an-experimental-treatment-shows-promise-in-
helping-bats-weather-a-deadly-fungus 
 
Tribune-Review: Mysterious bird illness prompts Game Commission, Audubon to recommend taking 
down bird feeders 
https://triblive.com/news/pennsylvania/mysterious-bird-illness-prompts-game-commission-audubon-
to-recommend-taking-down-bird-feeders/ 
 
Post-Gazette: Allegheny Land Trust closes $3 million deal to acquire former Churchill Valley Country Club 
https://www.post-gazette.com/local/east/2021/07/02/Allegheny-Land-Trust-closes-3-million-deal-to-
acquire-former-Churchill-Valley-Country-Club/stories/202107020126 
 
Tribune-Review: Game Commission seeking help to locate turkey poacher in O'Hara's RIDC Park 
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/game-commission-seeking-help-to-locate-turkey-
poacher-in-oharas-ridc-park/  
 
Tribune-Review: Kiski Junction Railroad finally closes; corridor explored for recreational trail 
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/kiski-junction-railroad-finally-closes-corridor-explored-
for-recreational-trail/ 
 
Philadelphia Inquirer: Scientists, experts stumped at what’s killing songbirds in Pa., Del., and 8 other 
states: ‘It’s frustrating’ 
https://www.inquirer.com/science/climate/songbirds-dead-mystery-disease-pennsylvania-
20210701.html 
 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette: First Community Foundation Partnership to host star gazing party at Rider 
Park 



https://www.sungazette.com/news/top-news/2021/07/first-community-foundation-partnership-to-
host-star-gazing-party-at-rider-park/  
 
Sunbury Daily Item: Pennsylvanians flocking to state parks this year 
https://www.dailyitem.com/news/pennsylvanians-flocking-to-state-parks-this-year/article cf87f4c6-
db6a-11eb-bc2a-3b7b6ed5d606.html  
 
Energy 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Report sees recovery, stability in region's energy industry 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2021/07/02/energy-industry-stability-babst-calland.html 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Report sees recovery, stability in region's energy industry 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2021/07/05/how-did-pittsburgh-based-public-
companies-fare.html 
 
Sayre Morning Times: Ag, energy, health care among topics in Keller tele-town hall 
http://www.morning-times.com/news/article 8f43ed1f-3cf9-5c75-bc30-7198b667b472.html 
 
Environmental Cleanup & Brownfields 
 
Scranton Times: Redevelopment plans moving forward for Rainbow Market site 
https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thetimes-tribune.com/news/redevelopment-plans-moving-
forward-for-rainbow-market-site/article 7e6af40a-364a-5637-9b32-a3f8ab3eed27.amp.html 
 
Oil and Gas 
 
exploreVenango: Fettermen’s Stance on Fracking Questioned 
https://explorevenango.com/fettermens-stance-on-fracking-questioned/ 
 
AP News: Court tosses Trump-era rule expanding ethanol blending 
https://apnews.com/article/courts-business-c64fc205ffe03a4848e2a55c5e4d16b4  
 
Post-Gazette: Capping methane-spewing oil wells, one hole at a time 
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/environment/2021/07/04/Capping-methane-spewing-oil-wells-
Montana-Well-Done-Foundation/stories/202107040063 
 
Philadelphia Inquirer: Faulty tanks ruled out in gasoline spill that closed Delco school 
https://www.inquirer.com/science/climate/delaware-county-pennsylvania-gasoline-spill-brookhaven-
dep-20210706.html 
 
Vector Management 
 
WITF: Ticks suck. Here’s a guide to identifying them and avoiding bites 
https://www.witf.org/2021/07/04/ticks-suck-heres-a-guide-to-identifying-them-and-avoiding-bites/ 
 
Waste 
 



Scranton Times: Plastic bags may be banned throughout the state 
https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thetimes-tribune.com/news/business/plastic-bags-may-be-
banned-throughout-state/article 4e844456-47a0-5ed7-a396-80df82834b76.amp.html 
 
Erie Times: Plastic bag ban? With Pa. legislative inaction, cities may move to trash bags as preemption 
nears end 
https://www.goerie.com/story/news/state/2021/07/05/plastic-bag-ban-pa-legislative-inaction-cities-
may-move-trash-bags-plastics-recycling/7846692002/ 
 
Lancaster Newspapers: Burning garbage fuels electricity generation at 30-year-old Lancaster County 
waste facility 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/local/burning-garbage-fuels-electricity-generation-at-30-year-old-
lancaster-county-waste-facility/article a6665488-db75-11eb-9296-13d3d89f01ec.html 
 
FOX43: Unclear if fireworks caused large fire in Lebanon that collapsed recycling business 
https://www.fox43.com/article/news/local/third-alarm-fire-active-lebanon-local/521-69028a55-edeb-
4615-825d-b78987f10bd3 
 
Mon Valley Independent: Cyclists plan McKeesport cleanup 
https://monvalleyindependent.com/2021/07/cyclists-plan-mckeesport-cleanup/ 
 
Post-Gazette: Library, media agency help Aliquippa youth find their voices through anti-littering PSA 
https://www.post-gazette.com/life/goodness/2021/07/04/bf-jones-memorial-library-ya-momz-house-
aliquippa-teens-video0big-beaver-litter-gitters-environment/stories/202107040012 
 
Sunbury Daily Item: Volunteers help Lewisburg Neighborhoods repair broken trash pickers 
https://www.dailyitem.com/news/volunteers-help-lewisburg-neighborhoods-repair-broken-trash-
pickers/article 0908ff82-db49-11eb-8c6e-1b666684e11d.html  
 
Water 
 
exploreVenango: New Charge Filed Against Cranberry Junkyard Owner 
https://explorevenango.com/new-charges-filed-against-cranberry-junkyard-owner/ 
 
Lancaster Farming: Master Watershed Stewards Clean York County Waterways 
https://www.lancasterfarming.com/farm life/conservation/master-watershed-stewards-clean-york-
county-waterways/article a5b9e527-683c-5426-aa14-e1ce99631222.html 
 
WESA: NOAA Forecasts Mild Algal Blooms In Lake Erie For Second Consecutive Year 
https://www.wesa.fm/health-science-tech/2021-07-05/noaa-forecasts-mild-algal-blooms-in-lake-erie-
for-second-consecutive-year 
 
WESA: PWSA Says It's Replaced Half Of Pittsburgh's Lead Service Lines, On Track For 2026 Goal  
https://www.wesa.fm/development-transportation/2021-07-05/pwsa-says-its-replaced-half-of-
pittsburghs-lead-service-lines-on-track-for-2026-goal  
  
Herald-Standard: Water a vital part of infrastructure plan 



https://www.heraldstandard.com/opinion/editorials/water-a-vital-part-of-infrastructure-
plan/article 9f4822b2-029e-5cf5-84d4-5aa5054c919f.html 
 
Tribune-Review: National expert visits Kiski River and other waterways to install and study baby mussels 
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/national-expert-visits-kiski-river-and-other-waterways-
to-install-and-study-baby-mussels/  
 
WBRE: Rain causes flash flooding in Bradford County 
https://www.pahomepage.com/top-stories/rain-causes-flash-flooding-in-bradford-county/ 
 
Miscellaneous 
 
Record-Argus: Game Commission investigating mysterious deaths in songbirds 
https://www.recordargusnews.com/articles/game-commission-investigating-mysterious-deaths-in-
songbirds/ 
 
Lancaster Newspapers: Neighbors of prospective prison property worried new facility will interrupt 
'peaceful' life along the river 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/politics/neighbors-of-prospective-prison-property-worried-new-
facility-will-interrupt-peaceful-life-along-the-river/article 3bf39c3a-dd0c-11eb-9e08-7f0ab5ffc62e.html 
 
Huntingdon Daily News: Songbird illness being investigated 
https://www.huntingdondailynews.com/news/local/songbird-illness-being-
investigated/article ebd2d638-71a2-550f-8f1c-431e28378211.html 
 
WGAL: Mysterious illness killing Pennsylvania songbirds; investigation launched 
https://www.wgal.com/article/mysterious-illness-killing-pennsylvania-songbirds-investigation-
launched/36917094 
 
WESA: Churchill Residents Say They're Concerned About Proposed Development Believed To Be For 
Amazon 
https://www.wesa.fm/development-transportation/2021-07-06/churchill-residents-say-theyre-
concerned-about-proposed-development-believed-to-be-for-amazon 
 
Post-Gazette: Allegheny Land Trust closes $3 million deal to acquire former Churchill Valley Country Club 
https://www.post-gazette.com/local/east/2021/07/02/Allegheny-Land-Trust-closes-3-million-deal-to-
acquire-former-Churchill-Valley-Country-Club/stories/202107020126 
 
Herald-Standard: Crews working on Route 40 landslide over holiday weekend 
https://www.heraldstandard.com/news/local news/crews-working-on-route-40-landslide-over-holiday-
weekend/article d3948b48-dc41-5325-94d5-91da6de1f382.html 
 
Post-Gazette: New infrastructure deal must focus on climate, activists say  
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/nation/2021/07/05/New-infrastructure-deal-must-focus-on-
climate-activists-say-Joe-Biden-Congress-Democratic-climate-change-global-warming-clean-energy-
green/stories/202107050100  
 
Post-Gazette: Executive pay during a pandemic is tricky. But Pittsburgh-area companies found a way. 



https://www.post-gazette.com/business/bop/2021/07/02/Executive-pay-during-a-pandemic-is-tricky-
But-companies-found-a-way/stories/202107040015 
 
Tribune-Review: Gov. Ralph Northam: Collaboration will benefit all of Appalachia 
https://triblive.com/opinion/gov-ralph-northam-collaboration-will-benefit-all-of-appalachia/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Emily Greene: Infrastructure debate leaves Pa. behind 
https://triblive.com/opinion/emily-greene-infrastructure-debate-leaves-pa-behind/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Jordan Justus and Prajwal Kotamraju: Street-smart ways to help Pa. small businesses 
recover 
https://triblive.com/opinion/jordan-justus-and-prajwal-kotamraju-street-smart-ways-to-help-pa-small-
businesses-recover/  
 
Tribune-Democrat: Garrett Shortcut closed due to sinkhole; two hurt in accident 
https://www.tribdem.com/news/garrett-shortcut-closed-due-to-sinkhole-two-hurt-in-
accident/article 5c8cedae-ddbe-11eb-9fb1-dfe1e67710d5.html 


