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Top DEP Stories 
 
Butler Eagle: Juiced up Grant provides vehicle chargers in county 
http://www.butlereagle.com/article/20210701/NEWS20/210709944 
 
WITF/StateImpact: Environmental groups pressure central Pa. food company to clean up wastewater 
plant 
https://stateimpact.npr.org/pennsylvania/2021/07/02/environmental-groups-pressure-central-pa-food-
company-to-clean-up-wastewater-plant/ 
 
Mentions 
 
Beaver County Times: Op-Ed: RGGI is good for our economy and our health 
https://www.timesonline.com/story/opinion/2021/07/02/rggi-is-good-our-economy-and-our-
health/7787404002/ 
 
Beaver County Times: Guest Opinion: RGGI will bring savings and jobs to Pennsylvania 
https://www.timesonline.com/story/opinion/2021/07/02/rggi-bring-savings-and-jobs-
pennsylvania/7787718002/ 
 
RGGI 
 
York Daily Record: RGGI will bring savings and jobs to Pennsylvania 
https://www.ydr.com/story/opinion/2021/07/02/rggi-bring-savings-and-jobs-
pennsylvania/7787718002/ 
 
York Daily Record: RGGI is good for our economy and our health 
https://www.ydr.com/story/opinion/2021/07/02/rggi-is-good-our-economy-and-our-
health/7787404002/ 
 
Climate Change 
 
Post-Gazette: Methane rule repeal tests Dems' pledges to create jobs in Pa. with climate initiatives 
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/politics-nation/2021/07/01/Methane-Conor-Lamb-Joe-Biden-
jobs-climate-change-natural-gas/stories/202107010154 
 
Conservation & Recreation 
 
Erie Times: The hellbender lawyers up: Conservationists sue for endangered status for Pa. state 
amphibian 
https://www.goerie.com/story/news/2021/03/05/conservationists-sue-endangered-status-
hellbender/4592086001/ 
 
Times Observer: Gypsy Moth outbreak possible despite virus 
https://www.timesobserver.com/news/local-news/2021/07/tree-hangers/ 
 



exploreClarion: River Critters Event Set for Sunday at Cook Forest 
https://www.exploreclarion.com/2021/07/02/river-critters-event-set-for-sunday-at-cook-forest/ 
 
ecploreClarion: DCNR Reminds Potential State Park Visitors of Possible Crowding This Holiday Weekend 
At Parks & Forests Throughout Pa. 
https://www.exploreclarion.com/2021/07/02/dcnr-reminds-potential-state-park-visitors-of-possible-
crowding-this-holiday-weekend-at-parks-forests-throughout-pa/ 
 
Reading Eagle: Input wanted on future of parks and recreation in Berks County 
https://www.readingeagle.com/local-news/input-wanted-on-future-of-parks-and-recreation-in-berks-
county/article e36a1ee0-d9c3-11eb-9d3b-d3e19e666868.html 
 
ABC27: Will state parks reach capacity July 4th? Officials say it’s likely for Codorus in York 
https://www.abc27.com/news/july-4th/will-state-parks-reach-capacity-july-4th-officials-say-its-likely-
for-codorus-in-york/ 
 
Susquehanna County Independent: New public trail to follow stream mitigation project at Elk Lake 
http://www.endlessmtnlifestyles.com/new-public-trail-to-follow-stream-mitigation-project-at-elk-lake-
school/ 
 
WPXI: Audubon Society: Take down feeders until disease that is killing birds can be better understood  
https://www.wpxi.com/news/top-stories/audubon-society-take-down-bird-feeders-until-disease-that-
is-killing-them-can-be-better-understood/JSJLLRIAWVDZZPQREHSSAVBCNI/  
 
KDKA: Audubon Society Recommends Removal Of Bird Feeders In Western Pa. As Mysterious Illness Kills 
Birds In Neighboring States 
https://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2021/07/01/audubon-society-western-pennsylvania-mysterious-illness-
birds-warning/  
 
Post-Gazette: Pa. game commission recommends removing bird feeders as disease spreads 
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/science/2021/07/01/Pennsylvania-Game-Commission-alert-
mysterious-disease-songbird-population/stories/202107010179 
 
Daily Courier: Homes for bluebirds 
https://www.dailycourier.com/articles/homes-for-bluebirds/ 
 
Beaver County Times: Outdoors: Birds having up and down year in western PA 
https://www.timesonline.com/story/sports/columns/2021/07/02/outdoors-wild-birds-having-up-and-
down-year-western-pa/7826338002/ 
 
Daily American: Somerset Lake Nature Park to have handicapped-accessible fishing platform 
https://www.dailyamerican.com/story/news/2021/07/02/somerset-lake-nature-park-handicapped-
accessible-fishing-platform/7810311002/ 
 
Tribune-Democrat: Funding set for next section of Somerset Lake trail project 
https://www.tribdem.com/news/local news/funding-set-for-next-section-of-somerset-lake-trail-
project/article 1d713bde-da7b-11eb-8a91-d763352b0646.html 
 



Tribune-Review: Pa. mayors petition congressional delegation for $500 million investment in parks 
https://triblive.com/local/regional/pa-mayors-petition-congressional-delegation-for-500-million-
investment-in-parks/ 
 
Webb Weekly: Game Conservation? 
https://webbweekly.com/articles/2021/06/30/game-conservation/ 
 
Sunbury Daily Item: Game Commission recommends removing bird feeders as disease spreads 
https://www.dailyitem.com/news/game-commission-recommends-removing-bird-feeders-as-disease-
spreads/article 2f2aa69c-db5e-11eb-a5d5-7bb12981efbc.html 
 
Milton Standard-Journal: DCNR warns of potential crowding at state parks, forests 
https://www.standard-journal.com/news/local/article f8b17c99-3742-5785-b5aa-a49a8e70fa93.html 
 
Butler Eagle: Pa. recommends taking down bird feeders to protect songbirds 
http://www.butlereagle.com/article/20210702/NEWS01/210709884 
 
Pennlive: More than 70 reports of mysterious bird disease in 27 counties under investigation, says Pa. 
Game Commission 
https://www.pennlive.com/life/2021/07/more-than-70-reports-of-mysterious-bird-disease-in-27-
counties-under-investigation-says-pa-game-commission.html 
 
York Daily Record: Songbirds are dropping dead in Pa. and surrounding states. Nobody seems to know 
why 
https://www.ydr.com/story/news/2021/07/01/mystery-illness-killing-birds-pennsylvania-and-9-other-
states/7829875002/ 
 
York Dispatch: Probe launched into mysterious reports of sick or dying Pa. songbirds; includes York 
County 
https://www.yorkdispatch.com/story/sports/outdoors/2021/07/01/probe-launched-into-reports-sick-
dying-songbirds-pennsylvania/7834949002/ 
 
FOX43: Rare bird illness is killing songbirds and experts are asking people to take down their bird feeders 
https://www.fox43.com/article/news/local/unknown-disease-killing-songbirds-bird-pa-pennsylvania-
take-down-bird-feeders/521-70a14f19-4e8a-47ef-a14f-73e0915b97ee 
 
York Daily Record: The hellbender lawyers up: Conservationists sue for endangered status for Pa. state 
amphibian 
https://www.ydr.com/story/news/2021/03/05/conservationists-sue-endangered-status-
hellbender/4592086001/ 
 
Energy 
 
Bradford Era: Penelec Completes Conversion of Erie Streetlights to Smart LED Technology 
https://www.bradfordera.com/news/state/penelec-completes-conversion-of-erie-streetlights-to-smart-
led-technology/article a788d81f-bba4-53c7-bf0e-613c7cf8c69a.html 
 



Lancaster Newspapers: Lancaster entrepreneur, employees found new way to make green fuel, 
electricity using hydrogen 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/local/lancaster-entrepreneur-employees-found-new-way-to-make-
green-fuel-electricity-using-hydrogen/article f5425ce6-da9e-11eb-b167-475b118ecb42.html 
 
Bloomsburg Press-Enterprise: Solar-farm plan may add $3M 
https://www.pressenterpriseonline.com/daily/070221/page/1/story/solar-farm-plan-may-add-3m 
 
Environmental Cleanup & Brownfields 
 
Erie Times: Trash a growing problem at Presque Isle State Park, where visitors leave litter behind 
https://www.goerie.com/story/lifestyle/presque-isle/2021/07/01/trash-a-growing-problem-at-presque-
isle-pennsylvania-state-parks-where-visitors-leaving-litter/5310360001/ 
 
Erie Times: Before demolition, a final look at the historic Girard Hotel, once frequented by Dan Rice 
https://www.goerie.com/story/news/local/2021/06/23/historic-girard-hotel-erie-county-landmark-set-
demolition/7586270002/ 
 
WJET-TV: PennEnvironment concerned over pollution at Presque Isle 
https://www.yourerie.com/news/local-news/pennenvironment-concerned-over-pollution-at-presque-
isle/ 
 
Oil and Gas 
 
Law360: Energy Transfer Sues To Keep Pipeline Risk Info Private 
https://www.law360.com/environmental/articles/1399475/energy-transfer-sues-to-keep-pipeline-risk-
info-private 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: CNX Foundation launched to invest $30M commitment to community 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2021/07/01/cnx-foundation-formed-community-
investing.html  
 
Vector Management 
 
Clearfield Progress: Conklin announces spotted lanternfly mitigation grant for Penn State 
http://www.theprogressnews.com/news/local/conklin-announces-spotted-lanternfly-mitigation-grant-
for-penn-state/article 3993d1ee-6468-5545-bf61-f0c3b2a7eeca.html 
 
Waste 
 
WICU-TV: State law against municipal plastic bag bans on track to end 
https://www.erienewsnow.com/story/44227859/state-law-against-municipal-plastic-bag-bans-on-track-
to-end 
 
Lewistown Sentinel: Borough announces changes to schedule 
https://www.lewistownsentinel.com/news/local-news/2021/07/borough-announces-changes-to-
schedule/ 
 



FOX43: State law against municipal plastic bag bans on track to end 
https://www.fox43.com/article/news/local/pennsylvania-law-municipal-plastic-bag-bans/521-
d0855bd5-f3a2-42d3-9f0a-d6ec32560583 
 
Water 
 
WICU-TV: How Flooding Affects Lake Bacteria and Water Levels Ahead of Holiday Weekend 
https://www.erienewsnow.com/story/44228312/how-flooding-affects-lake-bacteria-and-water-levels-
ahead-of-holiday-weekend 
 
Lancaster Newspapers: Water line replacement in Lititz to cause detour beginning July 12 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/local/water-line-replacement-in-lititz-to-cause-detour-beginning-july-
12/article 2c727e4a-dac1-11eb-b371-8303cd53d8c0.html 
 
Reading Eagle: Route 61 expected to be reopened Thursday night after water main repairs 
https://www.readingeagle.com/local-news/route-61-expected-to-be-reopened-thursday-night-after-
water-main-repairs/article 5f924b10-da6d-11eb-b685-67477e11cb01.html 
 
KDKA: Road Crumbles After Water Main Break In Penn Hills 
https://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2021/07/01/hershey-road-hamilton-drive-water-main-break/ 
 
KDKA: Man Dies In Storm Drain In Monessen 
https://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2021/07/01/body-pulled-from-storm-drain-monessen/ 
 
Mon Valley Independent: Monessen man dies in fall into storm drain 
https://monvalleyindependent.com/2021/07/monessen-man-dies-in-fall-into-storm-drain/  
 
Latrobe Bulletin: DTMA exploring possibility of taking over Torrance treatment plant 
https://www.latrobebulletinnews.com/news/local/dtma-exploring-possibility-of-taking-over-torrance-
treatment-plant/article 610c8992-487d-50f9-bd94-37330a633ee8.html  
 
Tribune-Review: Laurels & lances: Opening early, taking too long 
https://triblive.com/opinion/laurels-lances-opening-early-taking-too-long/  
 
Tribune-Review: Council: Could Pittsburgh's fire hydrants be used for sprinklers? Fire Chief: 'No' 
https://triblive.com/local/council-could-pittsburghs-fire-hydrants-be-used-for-sprinklers-fire-chief-no/  
 
Bloomsburg Press-Enterprise: South Centre supers to borrow for sewer 
https://www.pressenterpriseonline.com/daily/070121/page/1/story/south-centre-supers-to-borrow-
for-sewer 
 
Miscellaneous 
 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette: New graffiti highway in Berwick pitched 
http://www.sungazette.com/news/2021/06/new-graffiti-highway-pitched/ 
 
Erie Times: Rainbow Family heading to Allegheny National Forest for regional gathering 



https://www.goerie.com/story/news/local/2021/07/01/rainbow-family-heading-allegheny-national-
forest-regional-gathering-early-july-near-marienville/7824263002/ 
 
Pennlive: Millions of mayflies have begun swarming along Susquehanna River 
https://www.pennlive.com/life/2021/07/swarming-by-millions-of-mayflies-has-begun-along-
susquehanna-river.html 
 
Vox: Why does it cost so much to build things in America?  
https://www.vox.com/22534714/rail-roads-infrastructure-costs-america  
 
Post-Gazette: Bipartisanship to the rescue  
https://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/editorials/2021/07/02/div-class-libPageBodyLinebreak-
Bipartisanship-br-to-the-rescue-div/stories/202107010030  
 
Post-Gazette: U.S. House advances transportation bill with $85 million in funding for Pittsburgh-area 
projects 
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/politics-nation/2021/07/01/Surface-transportation-bill-US-House-
Pittsburgh-projects-funding-roads-bridges-public-transit-rail-amtrak-Reschenthaler-Joyce-Doyle-Lamb-
Kelly/stories/202107010087 
 
Webb Weekly: Protect Pets in Hot Weather 
https://webbweekly.com/articles/2021/06/30/protect-pets-in-hot-weather/ 


